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nutlons not far from two hundred and seventy ordgin=
ed missionnries and male assistant missionaries,
with their families, all of them with many others
whao have dicd or b en ealled from their fabors from
vartous causes, have been gent into the field during
the fast thirty years; and all sustained by a mission-
ary spirit thut could scarcely be said to exist before
thut time.

By permission of a Christian friend, to whom
it is addressed, we extract the following pas-
sage from a letter written by a youthful mis-
sionary. Itis dated from Sydney, whence, as
will be seen, he expected soon to sail to his
destined field of labour. It is thus that la-
hourers are raised up, haptized for the dead,
and ¢ thrust forth” by the heavenly impulse
of enlightened zeal, to reap the moral harvest
of the worll.

1 sailed from London with several other mis-
sionaries, in the William Lushington, on the 11th
August, and after a tedious passage of twenty-four
weeks, reached Sydney via the Cape of Good Hope.
We were ouly a few days at the Cape {or fresh pro-
visions and water. 1 am now waiting for the mis-
sionary brig Cumden, to proceed to the Island; and
as she 18 not expected for a few weeks, it may be
a month or two before we can leave the colony.
You will be glad, however, 1o learn, that we are
far from feeling as strangers in this strange land.
Some of the most wealthy settlers here are true
fricuds of missions, and would do any thing to se-
cure our comfort. We are now living with a Mr.
Foss, in a lovely spot, about three miles from the
town. I like the climate aud situation of the colony
very much, and find here anjextensive field of use-
fuluess. 1 have been a good deul engoged since
1 came, and this will continue, I suppose. Ac-
cording to present arrangements, on leaving Sydney
we proceed to Taluts, aud then bending our course
in a westerly direction, and touching at the inter-
mediate missionary stlations, we make for the Island
of Taua, in the New Hebrides, where we hope, by
the blessing of God, to terminate our long voyage
from England. We are to be accompnnied by
some others, who will be left at islands on the way,
and by a Mr. Nisbet, who has been my associate
and [ellow-student for several years, and who has
likewise been appointed to Tama. I suppose you
are aware that Tana s within a few hours? sail of
Erromanga, where the lamented Williams fell, and
that Tana was the last scene of his successful Ja-
bours. He left native teachers at Tana, under the
most cheering circumstacces, the day before he
landed at Erromanga. More have since been left
and treated with great kindness, and therc is now a
strong desire in England that we should proceed
without delay, and endeavour to plant a mission.
If we are blessed, and succeed in introducing the
gospel and a written language to the New Hebrides,
this will be a glorious step towards the evangeliza-
tion of Western Polynesia. 1 feel that the work is
almost overwhelming, but my encouragements are
all that I could wish. In the name of the Lord
will we lift up our banner, and in the Lord Jchovah
is everlasting strength.

Mannatras.—The worship of ¢ creeping
things ?’ isnot yet extinct. What a speaking
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proof do the followlng facts present of man’s
intellectual degradation ; what a powerful in-
cention do they supply to the carnest and en-
ergetic propagation of that gospel which alone
can raise him to the true dignity of a rational
intelligence ! Mr. Hume, Missionary at Bom-
bay, writes as follows:

July 23. Nagpanchme, or day kept sacred to
the nag or gobra, [u species of snake.] In the
sacred books directions are given to worship the
cobra and the day is observed by all clpsses of Hun-
doos. Shesh, the king of the serpent race, is des-
cribed as having oue thousand heads, on one of
which the earth is sustained. ‘This serpent is both
the canopy and the couch of Vishnoo. On this day
a clay image of the snake is made in each house, or
his picture is drawn on wood or paper or upor the
walls. The people then present to it offerings of
milk, flowers, plantains, parched-rice, sugar, cocoa~
nuts, etc. They bow or prostrate themselves before
the god, saying, ¢ O divine cobra, preserve and
sustain us. U shesh partake of these offerings and
be gracivus unto us,” or something similar to this.
‘These offerings are aflerwards given to the brahmins
or eaten by themselves and their friepds. 2

Near the mission-chapel is a large rock from
which it is said that formerly a large cobra aunually
issued on this doy, and received the worship of the
people. Of late yeers the snake, it is said, has not
appeared asusual, but has made his appearance from
arock in another part of the town. Some, however,
suppose that the divinity still continues to reside in
the old place, and accordingly they worship there
and present their offerings of milk, flowers, etc.

This afiernoon I twent to the stone ncar the
chapel. An abundance of leaves, flowers, and
powders were lying upon it. There were also
offerings of milk, sugar, etc. Few persons wero
present, the great mass preferring the new. place.
To this I afterwards went, and found the streets
filled with people and linéd with the venders of
Isweetmeats, toys, fruits, cte. Near the rock in
!which the divinity is repreeented to have taken up
his.abode, were a number of snake-charmers, with
baskets containing eobras. These were occasion-
ally made to erect themsclves and to spread out the
hood. To them the people were presenting offering
of milk and sometimes a trifle to their keepers. At
the hole in the rock from which the snake is szid to
issue were two gosavecs,® busily engaged in receiv-
ing the offerings of the people. These consisted of
money, milk, cocoanuts, red powders, flowers,
plantains, parched rice, etc. Milk was the most
common offering. Scores of people each with a
little vessel of this, which had been purchased near
by, were pressing forward to present it to the god.
1 thought it rather a poor offering to his snakeship,
as, judging from its appearance, by far the larger
portion was water. The hole in the rock was
covered with leaves, and upon these were threwn
the powders, flowers, and milk, while the moncy,
plantains, cotoanuts, ete., were put into baskets for
preservation. The gosavees presented me with a
part of their plantains, etc. ; butthese I refused and
andeavoured 1o point out the folly and wickedness
of what 1 saw.—Missionary Herald,

¢ Gesavees, veligious inendicants, originally with-
out house, wife, or children, who have renounced
wordly business, pleasures, and affections.




