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EVER-CIRCULATOII. pondence. This dogged observance and biind
reverence for the past is incompatible with our

ROM enquirie tade. dring the past îigenious progressive nature, as is also our ad-
fortnight, we believeherc t what is incompétent to f1 thé ré-

the part of a number of our readers to quiereents o& business and society. The

nan ever-circulatar. WVe are wiUing t do referred to lies in the adoption of short-
anYthing in our power to assist in the good hand rpy

Work, f thosé désirons of jo viiivI send bard or phiouography, hy whïh-I every sound
iork, and if thse desrujomg w sendni o franed by the mouth for the expicr- n of words
rounson thaest de wl sarcber ooner n ior syllables lias its representative symbol-firm
rounds on the first day of March, or sooner if aud umistakable, a knowledge of which symbol

te am cm i. e eac- once acquired indexes its pronunciation. The
ainted with the mailnner of conducting au phonographie alphabet contains thirty-four

"eVrcéuiator to the Octobér muntber of ttc.
evrie Thr to thenoer numbed ofith signs composed of dot. and the smallest geo-
th Te metrical forme straight lines, curves and circles

e enterprise will lib the postage necessary to --to represent an equal number of sounds.
Orward it to thé next member, which is one cent This number embraces all the sounds of the

for 4 os, Ve will furnish the requisite paper - hence a combination of
nd Cover, and wsil be only too happy to pub- E srepresents a combination af sounds, and

t in thé columns af the Wax, anything a single sign e single sound. As ail the world
t may be especially interesting in tie ever- knows, or ought to know, phonography origin-

cirulator. Send i your nanmes and let trie ated vith Isaae Pitman, of Bath, Eugland, in
Nt number hé started as early as possible. 1837, and since that time bas spread with un-

examnpled rapidity throughout Anglo-Saxondom,

THE BIRTH OF SHORTHAND. notwithstanding there is still but a mers tithe
of the writing population employ it. Its use

"'Twas Cadmus first found out the plan tas been almost confined to professionals, who,
Of wafting thoughts from man to man." by making a virtue of necessity, have adopted

it in preference to any other system. Shorter
ISTORIANS tell is that Cadmus-said' methods of writing than our ordinasy long-
to be contemporary with Moses-in- hand are numerous, both anterior as well as
ventedletters andconstitutedhis alpha- posterior to Pitman. He did not emerge from
bet out of sixteen of them, and through the cradile a perfect author of a perfect system,

sqequent ages, with the help of this latter but labored, like other mortals, over systems

xy on wisdom, bas added a few more before him, analyzing, comparug rnd arrang.
èters We are sadly wanting in not being able ing for years until he deemed his wora of

Rae a sign for each sound in our ordinary sufficient utility to warrant a successful recep-

ng. For instance, Worcester has a dozen tion at the hands of the publie. We have ac-

s of spelling nospquo-a word that any counts of over 200 systeme having been in use

ould spell if the phonetic principle were at various times, but ail more or less founded on

ti 0Bnon use. With sixteen ways of using Our imperfect alphabet, and consequently ambig-
vOwel , and seventeen ways of epiploying e, i uous and circuitous. And ln speaking of his sys-

8pe any Wonder that many men never learn to tem we mean the cluster of kindred systeme that

I 1 coreetly, though einployed in reading and have sprung f rom Pitman's. Hi$ bas the three

g in' the course of their daily calling ? cardinal advantages of brevity, facility, and

4 tintsomne form of stenography was intro- legibility, a trio of qualities that would have
i 8 5 ,the world had made little or no progress ensured the success of any system. But none

!eed Of writing. St. Par wrote to the Co- of his antecedents had embodied thèse imdis-

histhans, and Sir John Mandeville transcribed pensable qualifications in tieir methods. If

Nl travels as facile as the majority of the peo- they secured brevity they endangered legibility
the lineteenth century do their corres- and vice versa.


