THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN.

Tho Guitar.

The guitaris bot littlo used now in Fog.
land, though at one time it was very fashiou-
able, Othor nations who still employ it
oall it by several namos, most of which will
be desoribed heroafter. Lho guitar. is rare.
ly, it over, employed as an orchestral in-
strument, but is vory valuablo as a portable
muoans of adoompaniment,

‘Cho existenco of frota upon the guitar
limits tho numboer of modulations capable
of being porformed in tho normal tuning.
When 1t 1s dosired to make a complete
ohaoge of koy tho cado tasto sorowed over
tho tinger-board alters tho tuning at any de-
sired point, or & temporary chango is made
by the grandebarre,that is by layiug tho fore-
finger of tho loft hand completaly over the
striogs, tho romaining fingers boing ongaged
in moppiag a chord, In tho clasutication of
musical nstruments it 1s convenient to spoak
of three goooral sorts, wind, stnng, and

ulsatile, Tho guitar bolongs to the secoud

ind, and may bo said to represcnt a vory
large family universally distributed,bearinga
varioty of names acoording to tho tonguo of
tho nation by which it js used, Al instru-
mentsmay bo considered as belonging to the
itar fawily which poscess a resonance

y or sound box, togothor with a fingor
hoard, agamnat which tho strings with which
thoy aro furnished may bo pressod or atop-

chollowiug the courso of history, we find
that instruments of tho guitar kind aro of
grozt antiquity, as woll as of goneral use by
poople ot all nations,

Tho kinner and nebel, mentioned 1n the
Bible, were stringod instruments, of the
guitaror harp family, but of theirexact na-
ture i1t must bo confessed lttle 1s known,
though much 18 conjectured,

The Egyptian frescoos and other printings,
valuablo as showing tho frequent use of
musioal instrumonts, wclude soveral spec-
mons of the harp and guitar family, The
Nefor, ooo of the latter class, had a ncok.
somotimes with a carved head, and was fur-
nished with three strings, and had a reso-
nanco box. Upon tho neck, or tinger-board,
frota woro tied or fastened, as in thomodorn
guitar. Each atring is said to have been able
to produce two cctaves,

ho three atrings were supposead to corros-
pond with the scasonaof the Egyplun year,

Grocian writers, describing Exzyptian -
struments, do not afford much real infor.
mation concerning thers, and all attempta
to reooncilo their statomonts only lead to
eonfusion ; fur conjocturo 18 st conviction
Too moch trust has been placed intho ac-
ouracy of sculptured and punted images,
and various theories have baen founded up-
on the character of musical instruments as
deduocoed from thewr ropresonted forms, As
with ancient, 8o with modern musieal in-
struments of far-awayv conuntries ; travellors’
tales have too ofcon been trusted, and taeir
statomonts ro:civod as conclusive, when in
tho mojonity of iustances thoy aro ronfuss-
edly iguorant of thosubject upon winch thoy
givo ‘‘authontative judgment.”

Philolugy docs not, aiter all, furnish the
boat amstanco towards detorminugselation-
ships 10 this matter, and, as a rule, the pic:
turo of an instrument offers but a litle hos
or guide 1n the matter. Refrences of musi-
cal instrumests by tho peots of soveral ages
offer no aid whatover, but ou the cuntrary,
often tond tv mislead. If they were trust.
wurthy, it might reasonably sssumed that no
othor instruments Lut the lyro and harp
were ovor cmpluyed to ¢ assi®® the wmus.,
But ocolloquial torms—ofton despisnt by
clasaical poota—are of most value to tho his-
toriau, and it is therefors found that tho
common names spplicd to a stnuged mstra
mout with a fioger buard, kuswar, cuters,
sither, kitra, kithara, goytarai, guitar, poit
to the common origin.

Thero 18 no question but that tho guitar
was introduced into Europe aft-r tue Cru-
tados. Tho name, purely ‘Emlcrn, has been
adopted with only a variatiou in #p Nl ng as
Europoan use demands. Tne mudern
Egypt:ans call it * gytarah barbaryeh,” the
gutar of tho Borbors, tho peuple who ar
tho diroct descendants of the ancioat race of
the country ; and as names aud words 1n the
Ewt vary 1u the courso of ages loss than
thoso in tho Weat, it 15 likely that the word
is of high aut quity.

- -

Whky Haus Christian Andersen, one of
whose dearest lm‘m in going to Sweden had
boen tomset Fredrika Bremer, was presentod
toher on the deck of a steamner, sho had nover
hoard of him, and was quite suff, He pro-
ducod ono of lus books, ‘}IO\\'O\ cr, as & o left
him ; and after an hour or soshe hurriod back.
“I know you now," said sho; and thus be.
8% alifelong friondship,

RELIGIOUS MATTERS.

Irisatatodithat, sico disostablishment, the
Irish Church has raisod §20,000,000 for the
cause of religion and charity, Nuarly §1,500,-
009 per aunum has beon secured for tho
stipeuds of tho clergy. Upward of 1,200
incumbonts receive an avorago of $1,060, and
211 recoivo an averago of $6(0 per annum,

Tne Sixth Triennial Conferenco of the
German Baptists of Amecrioa was held rcoent-
ly at St. Louis. Dclegates woro groaent from
14 Statos and from Ontario. Prof. H. M,
Sohaffer was clectod Moderator, Uonsder-
able attention was givon to educationel and
publishing iutcrests, and a now hymn buok
was ordered,

Ix the discussion recently in the Glasgow
Presbytery of the Kirk of tho volumo ot
‘¢ Socotch Scrmons,” Dr. Norman AMaolcod
sacribed the ongin of tho agitation agaiust
tho sermons to a member of tho Free Church,
and assertod that moro than ono distinguish-
ed writer in the volume was in total ignor.
auco of tho other scrmous with which thoirs
woro to bo combined.

Tte commotion in tho Church of Scotland
gro» sgout of tho publication of the volume
of “*Ycotch Sermuns,” is inorcasing rauther
than subsmding. Tho Glasgow Presbytery
has ordercd a committeo of inquiry in rogard
to two sormons rogarded as herotical con.
tributod by one of i1ts meimbers, and more
recently strong objections was made to Dr.
Story, of Rosunosth, becommng Modorator
of tho Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, because
he was one of tho contributois to * Scotch
Sormuns,"

RecrNTLY tho Duchess of Edinburgh, ac-
companied by two ladies and a gentleman,
vimted Cantorbury Cathedral. The verger
who conducted tho Dachess and party over
tho buildiog had not the remotest idos who
ho was guiding until after they had gone the
round. Indeed, the Duchess and her sutte
woro asked to withdraw from the north
aisle on the ples that no onc was allowed to
remain in that part during divine servico
a rc}?ueut vhich was 1mmediately comphe
with.

In his chargo recontly the ArchlLishop of
Armagh sdid, concorning the Discstablishod
Church, that, duning tholast 10 years, nearly
one-half the clergy who occupred benefices
at the timo of discstablishment had disap-

arod frors amowg them—some retinng

rom age and ioficnity, some removing to
other diocescs, aud others having gune to
En‘f;land. Of coursu, those who went away
bad carriod their commutation capital witis
thom  Owing to theso causes, it would be-
come necessary to fall back upon the practice
of former times, and glnco more than one
parish under tho care of one minwster. The
candidates now presenting themselves fur
ordination wero generally below the required
standard of education. ~ Even the quahifica.
tion of a collegiste degreo had sometimes to
bo dispensed with. Thore was such a deas
level of umiformity in tho value of thar
benefices that thero was littla prospect of
prumution, and nuthag to attract the neing
taleut of the cunotry.

Carolina's Sweet Sixteen.

A curivita petitiun was that addressed in
1733 to the governor of Soutb Carvhina by
sixtven maidcus of Charieston. It ran thus';
‘ The humble peuuon ol ali the maids
whoa. names aro underwniten,  \Vhereas,
weo, the humble petitivners, aro at presont
in & very melancholy disposition of mund,
-ousidoring huw all the bachclors are biindly
.nrtlvalcd by widows, acd our own youth.
ful charms thereby neglicted; in ‘conse.
quenco uf this, our requost 18 that your excells
oticy Will, for tho tuture, order that no
widuws prosumo to marry any young man
tul the maids are provided for; or else to
pay ouch of them a tine for satisfaction for
invading our liberties, and hikowise a fine to
be lovied on all such bachelos as shall be
mariied to widows, Thogieat disadvantage
1t 13 to us maids 1s that tho widows, by their
forward carriage, do snap up the young men,
and havo tho vamty to think ther ment
teyond ours, which 18 & great impostion on
us, who ought to have the preferouce. Tius
is bumbly recommended to your excellency's
consideration, and hopo you will permit no
furthee iosults.  And we poor maids, 1o
duty bound, will cvor pray.” Tao forlorn
sixteen wou d havoapproved the edict of the
Portuguese king, which forbade widows more
thau fifty ycars old from remarrying, on the
ground that oxpericnco taught that widows
of that age comnnonly wedded young men of
no property, who dissipated the fortuncs

such marrisges brought them, to tho pre.
judico of children aud other relativos.

Fronch Ordors.

The badgea of the inferior orders of the Le-
fon of Honor have been pretty eagerly souh
or by foreigners, even oy Englishmen. It
18 related of an English merchant who had
rendered somo servico to Napoleon IIl. that
ho was invited by that prince to spend a fow
days at Fontainbleau. \Vhen tho merchant
took his leave, tho Emperor asked him whe-
thet ho eould bo of sorvice to lum inany way.,

‘“May it pleaso ynur Majesly,” atammered
the gucst, *1 should like—the Logion of
Honor.” chrouing the national habit of
shrugging his shoulders—over so slightly—
Crosar roplied that heshould bo most luqzn' to
givo lum the cross. * I fancied,"” ho added,
** that your gov mment did not allow you to
wear foreign decorations. However, if you
can mrke it right with the English adminis-
tration, you aro heartily welcome. Mean
while you must permit me to give you a cross
of tho Lecion worn by my unclo the King of
Wostphalhia.” So sajing, the Emperor went
to a drawor, and took outa diamond that
had onco glittered on tho marshal a uniform
of Jorome. It was handsomely dono: Fravo
as were lus fauits, Napoleon 111, always
showed lumasolf a gentleman.

Tho Legion ot Honor has this agresable pe:
culiarity, thatit 18 accompanied by ponsions
—in tho ca3o of military kmghts. A plain
chovalier receives 250 francs a year, a Grand
Cross 5000. The chancellorship of the order
18 a very snug berth indeed. ides a flno
income, the Chancellor has handsome apart-
ments rent {rec and ¢ perquisites.” Of course
ti.c post is generally bestowed on an old sol-
dier ; though on the restoration of the Bour-
bonsin 1814 it was given to an omincnt
clorgyman whom it bad been found difficnltto
put mn any other place. The porter of the
palace caused some amuscment by addressing
theabbe, on his official entry, in the set phraso
which he had used toward successive captains
of great fame : ** You haveonly to command,
mwarshal ; it will be my business to obey.”

Thers is ono other French order of impor-
tance ; the military medal. It is of gold, en-
crcled in silvor, and suspended by a short
ribbon of green and yellow. Coveted almost ag
much as the Victoria Cross, its numbers have
been extended so as to include civihians, the
proporticu being one of the latter to cvery
two soldiers or sailors. Whon Bazaine had
been for some time n Marshal of France and
Grand Cross of the I;cfion ot Honor, he re-
ceived the military medal—agraceful compli-
ment, which was moant to indicato that the
cup of tis honors was full, and that thore was
nothing lef for his imperial master but to
géye him the remainder of the lessor decor-
ations.

Fixing Her Ralr

When a girl concludes to put up her hair
and make hersclf look sweet, tho best pohicy
8 to lot her have her own way. She can't
be drawn away from her murror by any of
the ordiasary thiogs of thus hfe. A nre will
somctimes do 1t, but i1t has been shown that
even a firo may tail to oxcitosome girls. Tho
other night & Now York lodgug-houso took
firo, and at A mostuucomfortable hour, when
most girls probably have thewr back hair
down.  Ono of the young ladies heard that

he place was burmug down, but she dudn ¢
feel like m...ig her appoarance bofore the
crow I that had xatherva sn tho street look-
ing Liko a perfect fight.  Sho shud the gor
leadin, into the hall to keep out the flames
and went to her mirror to fix her hair. Any-
budy who has waited for a girl to fix her hair
knws that it takes time and a great deal of
. This girl wasn't any quicker than tho
average, and she was very particular about
hnvm'g her hair done up exactly as it hould
bo. The fire had cut off her chances of
cscape by the atars, and her lover, after
appealivg to her for somo time, finally lost
his paticuce and got away without her, A
fireman got up to the room on a ladder avd
she mado hun sit on the edgo of tho window
aod wait until sho had arrangod her har.
vios and nibbons for a night sort of pubhic ap-
pearanco, then sho threw herself into his
arms—it was 80 romantic—and slid down
tho laddor with bim, looking just sweot.
Tho whole thing was a tremendous success,
but when the careful young girl was safely
landed on tho pavement sho found that she
hiad forgotton her stockings.

Tug Osseroctore Romono tells its readers
that, notwithstavdiug tho ternblo trials ug.
der which the 1-<sh aro now suffering, tho
faithful of Casbel, mindfnt of the nceds of
the Holy Seo, have contributed a sum of

monoy cquivalent to 60,000 francs for their
Archbishop’s prosent to tho Pope,

INTERESTING ITEMS.

——

Brrotus had po gold coin until 1847,

A OENTLEMAN writos to tho London Stand.
ard that catscan botrained to rotriove gamo
as woll as dogsdo, When ho takes bis gunin
his haud his throo cata are in ccstasios in an.
ticypation of aport.

Pror. Lev1, inleoturing at Kx’n%’,a Collego,
Londen, ou the valuo of a good harveat to
trado and manufactures, said that overy day
of suushino during forty or fify days after
July 15, St. Swithin's day, was worth about
£5,000,000to the country,

AN 1usano woman at Clovoland 1aud a little
boy down with his hoad botween two stunes,
and placed a heavy timber across his neck 1n
such a way that he was held fast withuut
being ochoked. She lefd hum to die, and he
had almost done so when discovered.

A 80AP-RATING match was a divorsion at
S nngﬂeld. Obto. Tho quickest devourer
of a bar of yellow soap got & prize of 85,
Tho winuner porformod the feat in leas than
an hour, but was much looger in the hands
of tho physician, becauso tho lyo poisoned
him.

Tuat gigantic floating palace, the Livadia,
mado, 1n passing from Cork to Gibralter,
upward of scventeen milos an hour, while
thero waa a total absonce of any disagree.
ablo motion, hor ‘‘pitch” being but one de-
gree. This may lead toa groat change in
ship building.

‘Tur anbeotancous injection of sulphuric
othor, in threo-drop doses, at intervalsof 12
hours, is recommended by Dr. Comegys for
the successful treatment of soiatica; and he
also thinks that the substitution of other for
ergotine in dealing with tic-dolorenx would
give good results.

Ozank furnishes another tough Arkansas
story—that White Oak Mountain is fling.
1ng out stones of all nizes up to two pounds
in weight, which fall like hail into tho fields
and disporse tho inhabitants, Were the
stones hot, or ware smoke and flamos soen,
a volcano might be surmised ; but tho affair
is spokeu of hiko ono of simple stono throw.
ing.

FEw persons catsido of England, whero
coursing 18 ono of the national sports, have
any idea of the valuo of groyhounds., At a
recont salo ten dogs brought 711 guineas,
tho highest being sold for 400 guineas and
tho lowest 10 guineas, This is not in excess
of former sales, Badlamite and Peasant Boy,
two well-known hounds,cach having brought
500 guineas, and for mastor McGrath, pro-
bably tho moat famous dog ever b in
Eogland, his owner, Lord Lurgan, was
offerod the sum of £4,000.

SHirs that will not sink are to be desired
in these times, and an Eoglishman named
Lamb thinks he has ons in a steel steam
launch, which has seven flat air.tight cylin.
ders on each side. There are some minor
novelties in construction, but thero asems to
be no difference in essential principles be.
twoen Mr. Lamb’s and the onlinary com.

rtment system., This latter might do

otter wero 1t rigidly kept free, in practice,
froin improper use in the stowing of cargo
and surplus material,

Tug bndegroom of a Waukegan wedding
was & Baptiat and tho Bnde a Methodist.
Thnoy had agreed that, xmmedmtel‘y) after tho
ceremony, thoy wonld decide by chance
which should ombraco the other’s religion.
Tho officiating clergyman dechined to toss
up a cent, partly becauso he would not
countenance such a prooceding, and partly
because, being a Mothodist, ho might boe ac-
cusod of fraud »f tho bride won. Tacbride
herself finaily throw the cain, and loat.
When she went to join the Baptists, how-
over, they rojected her becauso sho did not
believo 1n close communion. That displeas.
od tho husband, and he went over with her
to tho ¥Mothodists,

Tie other day an Eoglishinan went over
to Ircland to seo a friend of his, who is an
Trish landlord. Ho said that he should like
to meet one of the most ardont opponents of
landlords, and his friond refe bim to the
villago blacksmith, who, he eaid, wasa good
onough fellow, but whbo, he belioved, con-
templated shoot:ng him shortly. To the
forge ho beteok himself, and the blacksmith
explained the wrongs of Ircland. *‘Arc weo
not,” ho said, ‘‘suffering from absontecs
taking from Ireland all the money that we
carn, aud do you supposo that wwve moan to
continue to 00? this tribute to the Saxon?”
¢* Bat," replied the Eoglshman, * hore there
are many resident Jandlords.” ¢ You aro
mstaken,” answered the blackemith., ¢
koow tho country, and X tell yon thatit is

full of absontecs,



