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certain amount of literary culture, is expected to
be somowhat in advance of the village schoolinaster
as described by Goldsmith in thoso now almost for.
gotten lines -
" Beside yon straggling fence that skirts the vay,
With blossomed furzo unprofitably gay,
There, in bis nioisy mansion skiiled to rule,
The village master taught his little school.
A man severe lie ivas, and stern ta view,
I knew him well, and every truant knew.
Well had the boding tremblers learned to trace
The day's disasters in his morning face.
Pull well they laughted vith counterfeited glee,
At all bis jokes, for nany a joke had lie;
Pull well the busy whisper circling round
Conveyed the dismal tidings wheu lie frow led.
Yet he was kind, or if severe in augh,
The love he bore to learning was mn faul'.
The village all declared how much lie keuew.
"'Twas certain he could write and cypher ter -
Lands he coula measure, terns and ti<tes pre.
sage,
And c'en the story ran that he cc-uld guage.
lu arguing, too, the parson ownxed lhsiskiiÎ,
For even though vanquished, lih could argue still;
While words of learned length ayil thunderiug
-sound.
Amazed the gazing rustics ranged tround.
And still they gazed, and still the wonder grcw
That one amall head could carry ail he knew. "

That we as a body may hold our own with the
bran-w-orkers of the time, we must read. Our
field of knowledge must reach far beyond the
home-acre of the subjects of our text-books. If we
would take our place with intelligent thinkers we
must know more of the past than can be found in
the pages of Collier and Hodgins--more of the
books of the by-gone days and the men who wrote
them than either Spalding or Collier have room te
tell us.

That is but a bare, starved kind of book know-
ledge, which is s ammed up in the tabulated forai.

OnR DIED WnOTE.
Geoffroy Chancer 1328 1400 Canterbury Tales.
Edmund Spencer 1553 1599 Fairie Queene.
Wm. Shakespearo 1564 1616 Several Plays.
Bon. Jonson......1574 1637 Plays.
John Milton......1608 1674 Paradise Lest.

etc., etc., etc.
This much we should know, but we should know

much more. As a class wc have a fair share of
leisure at our command, and il. is for us ta use that
leisure ta advaintage. With bo'oks so chcap we
onght ta be intimat -,th most of our English clas-
sics. It is a duty we owe to our pupils, te our-
selves, and to society at large, that we will be ac-
quainted with the writings of asucih historians as
Allison and Macaulay, Rnme and Gibbon, Hallam
and Robertson, Motley and Prcscott ; that from
their pages we may Icarn sometiiiig of thepass.ons
and motivas which sway<4 the minis of monarclis
and statesmen ; something of the progress by
nations emerged from barbarism to the grandeur
of grcatness, and then droopel and died as luxury
snapped their ritals and robbed thein of thoir cour-
age; something of thc price paid by our forefathers
for the privileges, immunities and liberties we so
freely enjoy to-day; something of the upgrowth of
a peoplo next to our borders, who sprung from the
saine stock, and speaking the saue moth-r lan.
guago with ourselves, have, in one short hundred
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years, attained the proud position of the foremost
nation on this contmeint-a position which wo, as
Canadians, have reason ta believe, taking the past
as a precedent for the future, vill, whîeu another
hundred years shall have rolled by, not be awarded
ta that nation alone, bat, we too, shall have grown
into a niglity people, numbering many millions,
with populous cities un every province, our mer-
chantmen upon every sea. Two nations, side by
side, rivals onily in all the arts of peace-the one
proud of its free forai of government; the other,
eqiually free. and if possible, yet more proud of its
two cenitur-ies' loyal aiherence ta the British fiag.

Froma history we natuurally turn te biography. It
is a laîudable curioîty whtch promptsus te lcart
sonething oqithe every day life of those names which
are"' faniliar in aur mxoiuths as household words;"
knoiw how Johnson and Goldsmith, Svift and Col.
cridge, NÇcwton and lunter, Reynolds ani Hog-
arth, Pitt and Sheridan, Watt and Stephenson,
with a host of other equally illustrious men, lived
and acted, dertving practucal lessons fron the story
of their past, apply-ing those lessons ta Our daily
life, and shaping the future of ourselves anI others
by them :

'Lives of great men all remind us
We can unake Our lives sublime,

And, departig, leave behmnd us
Footprints on the sands of tune;

Footprmints that, perhaps, another
Sadiug o'er lfe's solcun main,

A forlor and shipwrecked brother
Sceing, shall take heart again'."

And we nust give no dark corner te the narra.
tives of those wlo, fired with a desire ta explore
unkn<wn regions, braved the intensity of the
scorching rays of a tropical sun, or the bitter,
piercimg cold of that latitude where

'The wind fron Thule freezes
The word upon the fip."

In the pages of Cook or AMcClintock, or that
brave Christian liero, the beloved and lamnented
Liviugston, there is mach te thrill the soul and
excite the wonder of every reader, and on our
shelves we shiould place the ,ssays of Addisn and
Goldsmith, Sidney Smith and Charles Lamb, Ma.
caulay and Talford, Emerson and OIi-cr Wendell
Halies. To every thoughtful reader these boolsa
will b a source of constant enjoyment. But our
lbrary would net be worthy of the name did we
omit thîe poet and the nîovelist; and in this de art,
ment a forenost place must be assigned to l g-
land's dramatist, of vhon it may be sd, the bot-
ter we know him the mno-e ve wonder and admire;
and Chaucer, father of English poetrv, sho.ld
have a place beside himi, vith Spencer, Buttler and
Dryden to keep tliei company. Moore, Campbel
and Scott mnst stand together; and of the living
pocts, we wil- make choice of Tennyson, lAng
fellow, Whitticr and Bryant; and amuong the nov-
chsts, Thackeray, Collins and Trollope should be
wIell represenitel; and Charles Dickens, the man
whom -e aIl loved se much and mourned se deeply
a fewr years ago; the man -ho bha touched our
sympathies ofte-ner and made us laugh more hcartily
than any other; for him, with dear old Sir Wal-
ter's Waverley, wc ask that they b placed within
easy reach, for wve shall want to see them often.

I have thus briefly glanced at saine of the
branches of literature which should have their re-
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OUR HOME COMIPANION
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