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becn mmml-lcd n lhc forms of Oventure, by a plecenlmg A\cmbb, to
Presbyterics, and though a great majority of the Presbytenes who gave
their opinion, weie dcculcdly hostle to the mcasute, yet the Azsembly,
! I faw fy catled the Bagner Ac )

dizrct oppasition to a fi
which prescubed that overtures in such cases should be 1ej.cted, not only
converted 1t mto an act, but refused 1o restrict the nght t voie to such
etitors ns wege reeident i the parsh, and members of the Church of
Seotland * (‘Festimony of the United Seceasion Chureh }

Ihe fullowing reflections on tle character and inflaence of this Act,
may be quoted from the diary of Mr. Wilson, one of the four brethtea
whom the Secession ariginated,

«This Act made much noite, and was ju;
and thurst at our constirution, and the inter
us. Yea, our most valuable anterests wese hereby basely betrayed, and
the settlement of vur congregations given b to men dusaflected 10 out
constitatian, both civil and ccclesiastical,—0 maligoant cacmics of reli-
gion and godli How depl and dany now was our situas
tion, especially as our youth were generally corrupt buth in principle and

2 ¢! Those who appeared 10 be senous amonz them, were discour-

aged and discountenanced ; men of fax principles weee chosen by the
heritors ; the Judicatories supported the choice and thrust them in upon
congregations. Ty this means the godly through the land were wounded
and grieved, congregationa were teat ond broken, the wicked were havd.
ened, many were tempted to look o rehigion as all a cheat, deisical prin-
ciples prevailed, profamty and keds ded the
land.”

‘T'his tyrannical excicase of the Jaw of patronage was one great cause
thovgh not the prnapal one, which led to the Sceession an 1733, whien
Jour munsters of lugh standing for talents, learming, eloquence and piety,
ibeing expelled, as we shall see, from the National Church, w a manger
the most ungust and arbnzary, tatbfalioess 1o therr Divine Master bewg
their only fault, constituted themselves into the Associate Presbyte
The puncipal cause, which we shail take ancther opportumity of exhibite
ing. was the prop with al & and success, of grass
and dangerous doctninnd crsors, by wlich the Saviour was dishononred,
and the glory of His Church an Scotland, was fast deparung.  We ¢hall
waive the connideration of thns cluet eause of Secession for the present,
the mean tune observing in connexion with the subyect before us, that for
neatly twenty years afier the four brethren had taken the amportant step
referred to, the law of g d to be , and was cxe
ercised with inereasing nizour, and with much more frequency, ull, m
1752, 1t became a sufiicient reagon in aself for another rupture 10 the Na-
tonal Establishment, i which the Rehief Church had ats ongin. To thus
important event as connected wath the catly lustory of the Usited Pres-
bytenan Church, as well a3 to the particulars of the ongin of the Seces-
sion, we shall have occasion afterwards to refer. We only remak at
present, that 1t 13 the numerous successoss of those who first consntuted
the Sceesaon Church, and those who soon afterwards first constituted the
Rehiel Church, that now form the Umted Presbyterian Church.  We
shall, lowever, in order to do jusuce to the sutyeet of the nse of the Se-
&ession 1n- 1733, retura, 10 another communication, 0 a review of the
d 1 defe and which led in the Church of

Scotland posterior to the Revolution, and prior to the period when the
Secession standard was first reared,
(To be continued.)

ly seckoneid a deep wound
s of religion amongst
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Ernata.—p. 59, first column, hne thirty-five, for ¢ over-ruled,” read
¢ gver~rated.”  Second column, lme mncteen, for “icoined,” rea
* rejoiced.”

[FOR THE CANADIAN PRESOYTLRIAN MAGSZINE.]

OF UNDLRSTANDING.

The term Assurance has been used by some writers an practical and
experimenial thealogy, generally in reference to a person’s persvasions
6f his interest in the atonement of Qur Lord Jesus Christ,and the enjoy.
ments and glosies of heaven.  With this view of assurance, others have
properly questioned the opinion whicli mahes faith and assurance identi-
cal. But have not these writers boih crred in not referring to the Scrip-

ASSURANCE

wres?  Had they done o, they l\uul(l lmc buu a Iullc more accurato
in their defimuions.  ‘I'he werm seadered assurance, occurs a3 a noun in
the New Totament only foar times,  In Colo . 2, it is tendered @ Full
assurance of vnderstanding,  In 1 'Thes. 1, 5, 1015 sanl=our Gospel came
in ** much assurance,” 5. ¢, they had suffeient evulence to convinee them
of us claums. I Hleb. viu 110t is vendered o full assuronce™ of hope ;
and in e, x. 22,1t 13 vendered full asaneance of fanh, I all these
places it 12 Jomed to avatiier teem eXpressive of some propesty or quality.
Ity be properly rendesed by the words full, sure, or cettam.  Let us
ser how dus appears, L la Colon. 2, the apostte prays that the Colos-
sians unght be united ia love, 32 arder to obiam a full, sure, or certain
understanding o the mystenes of Gol, even she Father, aud of Chnst.
The Hebrews were to use the same diligence as the ancicnt saints did to
obtun a ** sure or certan™ hope (Heb. vi. 11), and they were to come to
God in prayer, with a Gou, sure or certun Gath . God,

Regarding the expression “ A« af Und tng,” i Col. ii, 2,
as equvaleatto a @ full, comprehensive and aceurate knowledge” of the
Serptores, which comam ** the mystenes” concernng God, even the Fa
ther, and Jesus Chust our Lord, it 13 my intention to show—

1. That tlus of und ding is atrainable; and

2. How it i3 to be attmned,

‘That this of und ding is auainable, b
Scriptures are the tevclation of God's will to mankind,

1. Tho

We have ample evidence, degived fram the Scriptures themsclves, os
well as from the fulfil o Propheci ined in the Scrip as
testified by history, that God, al suadry tmes and o divers manaers,
spake unto the Fathers by the prophets, aud that he hath, in these lasg
days spoken unto us by b Son.  This revelaion makes kuown i the
plainest tenmsall thatis requisie for man to kaow, 1 order 10 s redeap-
ton fiom sin, his saactification amd happmese ; and ali may kovw the
truths essential to their salvauon, of they but give that atenion which
these trutiss desesve, and which many give to an idea, tale, ora cunamg-
Jy-devised fable, Bat laying aside mere assertion, we nught suppose,
from the intention of God m giving the Scupares, and the imporiaace of
the traths which they contam, that they would be exmbued 1 the plan-
estterme What could we think of a document announcing pardon to
criminals, yet written in such a manner, as required the ingenuity and alt
the literary resources of the learned to compreliend § aad alter all that
human inteilect could do, the perzons to whom it was addressad still left
in unceriainty a3 to the meaning 7 Would we not be warranted to pro~
nounce such a document a mockery, a deception, a snare ! But God
never mochs at human ignordnce or musery. e has recorded m Ihis
word in terms of unrqualled simplicity and pluaness, tnfths great in
themselves, and of jnfinde importance to man.  THus revelation coniains
the testimony of God ing his owa exi and perfe
specting his character, purposes, and proceedings, so fax as they respect
man, and so {ar as they are necessary for man to know, It contains the
only true account of man's oigin, and the state in which he was created.
Here we are told ing man’s depravity and al, from God,
which facts and expericnce fully confirm  Here God makes knowa his
purpose of mercy towards mankmd, which he purposed in Christ Jesus
before the world began ; and here we ate told how he accomphished that
purpose in the mission and death of His Son. Al this is plainly intelli
gible; and so it is wath the whole record, whether it compases naeeatives
of events, or doclnncs founded on these events—precept or promise—
example or exh g or ent 1l is given by in-
spiration, all is written for our learning. In lh\. Scriptures he has given
the clearest proof that ¢ he has conypassion on the 16yoRrANT, and on them
that are out of the wcay” e invites usto come to Christ to believe in
him; but be kaows that we cannot believe in him of whom we have not
heard ; and therefore Moscs, the Psalms and the Prophets, the Evangele
ists and the Apostles, epeak much and plainly respecting the Lord Jesus
Christ.  So clear and direct is their testimony respecting the person, cha-
sacter, and work of the Saviour, that all the ingenuity, however perverted,
that all the sophistry, though ever so plausible, which the eneinies of the
trath have empioyed to obscure the hght of the truth, have been employed
in van—at least so fur as respects those who were willng to know and
abey th2 will of God revealed in the Scriptures.  Who does not under-
stand the meaning and fecl the foroe of such statements as these—e AN
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