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mistrasted by the government and abhorred
by the gohdued Jacoblics. Gordon's banded
mauvranders had provoked the laws too far, and
to8 panfuinary batties among themeelves threats
cned his own power with a downfall It was
only a few nights after a desperate afftay with the
Lialithgow gipsles. that the event ocenred which
begins my naniative. I{e had been loog iying in
ambush to find access to his enemy’s & “ong hold,
fhtendlng to terminate his vagrant carcer by an
exploit which abould satisiy his avarie and s
venge, Equippad, as [ hac: sait {2 a (‘ame.
ohian tra per's garh be tetuened to the fe of
the FlifT fm wheneo he hiad scon the hacket da.
sconding lo convey Uavin Cameron: At ritfating
up fis rough face with the actr +. Reuitea
monnwain warfare, ho hung Mmnwg Luads ot
hroken rocks like a wild goal i 12 feund the
ctevice through which the ixe av {1 wrmed ta
fssué. It was antfully canresind by tufts of
heuther, but erecplng on his b - s and knees, he
f? Mes way intn the Interior  There the
deepest darkness confonuded him, till ho laid his
hind on a chain, which he rightly gucssed to ba
the sainc he bad scen hanging on the side of the
lake wien Camcron landed, Oncyend was
colled up, but he readily conciuded that the end
must have soine communication with the Keep
and he followed fts coursa till he found it inserted
in what scomed 8 sublerraneous wall. A cretice
bthind the pully and striving to raise bimself
sutficiently to gain a view theough i, he Jeaned
too forcidly on the chain, which soundedthe bell,
115 unexpetecd sound would bave startied an ad.
veaturer less daring., but Gordon had prepared
his stratagem, and had scen, through the loop-bole
in tho wall, that no powcrl‘ul cnemy was to be
dreaded, Gaven Caineron was sittlng alone in
the chamber witbin, witli his ayes fixed on the
woodiastiey In his immense hearth At the hollow
sound of the bell he cast them featuliy round
bat made no attempt to rise, though ho s\rcxchc&
his haad towards a staff whith lcy aear him
Gordon saw the tremor of palsy and dismay in
his ltmbe, and putting bis 3ips o the cravice fce
peaied “Faters * 1o a low and aupghcaung
tone. That word made Gavin shudder; but
when Gordon added “ Father! father! eave met®
~he sprang to the wall, drew tack e 170 bolls
of a nartow door javisible to an: ryc but his
ow, and gave admissiun tothe muflled man who
leaped ¢a erly in. Thirty years had passed
aluce Gavin Camcron had secn his son, and Gour-
don well knew how many rumouts had been
lpl’?ld, that the Kuunger Cameron hld aot reall‘y
perished, though the ruin of the Chevalier’s
¢ause rendered his concealment necessary.  Ga-
vin's hopes and love had been all revived by
these rumours, and the sudden sppatidon, the
voice, ¢yes, and figure of Gordon, resembled his
son-=all else wight and wmust bo changed dy
thirty years. He wept like an tnfant on his
shoulder, grasped his hand a hundred umes, and
fqﬁot to blame him for the rash disloyaity he
bad shown 10 his tather’s cause, Hisprewended
san told him & few strapge cvents which had be-
fallen bim duting his long banishment since
1715, and was spared the 10§) of 1avening mabny,
by the fond delight of the old man, weeping and
rejoicing over his prodigal restored. Ele only
asked by what happy chance he had discovered
ls secret etuuncch and wheier any present
danger threatened him. Gordun answered the
first question with the mere truth, and added al-
1008t truly, that he feared nothing: but 2he emiy-
sattes of (he governmeat, fron whom be cuuld
Bt be beiter concealed than in Drummoud Keep
Qid Cameron agreed with {:’yrul eagerness, but
presentlysaid, ** Allan m{ y! we murt trost
Anpet—she's too near kin tobetray ye, and ye
were 1o havo -been ber spouse,” Then ke ex-
lainad that- hismiees was the only person in his
gﬁn;cholq acquainttd with the secretof the basket
and the beil ; jhat by her help he could provide a
matiressand provisions for his son, but without
bt qu‘lﬁ'ﬁ‘(qfccd tb bazard -the most dangerous
i ve‘?f ces. Gordes hgd not foreseen this
Jeoposal,.and it darkened his conantenancé; but
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in another instant his imagination ecized on arich
sutfelt of tevenge. EHo was commanded to re-
turn into the eavern passage while his nominal
fatker prepared his k'nswoman for.bis new guest,
and he listened grecdily to catch the answers
Annct gave car to het deceived uncles’s tale, He
heard the hurry of her sieps, prcpating, as he

sap \ & larger aupper for the old laird’s table
wu‘du\a simplicily and hospitality of & hlghhm‘
maiden.

When the bannocks, and grouss, and
claret, were arrangod, Cameron prcs‘cnuxf his
rostored son o the mixttess of the feaxt,
decustomed o the wild haggand forms that
accompanied his banditti in hall femmale attice,
ruung theie miscrable om:pﬂnrf with jron handa
and the voices of glants, his discased fancy had
fod fiself on an Jdea of something beautiful, but
only in bloom and youth, He expecied and
hoped to ree a child full of {plagrul folly, Gt for
him to sical away and hido {n his den, a« & sport
fo} Lie necret lelsure, bk & ereatute so fair, calm,
and xaintly, he had long since forgotten how to
imagine, Bhie cane before him ike a dream of
soma lovely picturo remembered $h his youth,
and with her came some remefnbradce of his fufs
mer sclf.  ‘The good old laird, raricutng that his
nicce had been but a ¢hild, and his son a sirl
ling, when they parted, indulged the juy of his
beart by asking Atnet & thousand times, whether
she could remember her betrothed husdand, snd
urging his son, since ho was atill uamarried, to
Fledgo bis- promiscd bride, Gordon was: silent
rora & fecliag so new, that be could aot compre-
hend his awn purposcst and Annet {rum lear,
when she observed th2 darkness and the firo that
came by turns into the kinsman's face. But
thers was yet another peril to eacounter. Cam-
~ron's large hearth was atlended by & dog, thich
¢oused {tself when sipper- appeared, and Gordon
fnstantly rocognised C Kis  banished fivourite.
Black Chichain fixed his eyes on his former mas-
ter, and with & growl hat delighted him:more
than any carcsswould have done, rémained salkily.
2‘ the tire.  On the olier side of the ingle, andet
¢ shetier of the huge chimncy-arch, sat 4 iog
hardly haman, but entitled, from exiretnis pld dge,
w thé prolettion of the ownet, This Wag a'wo-
man bent entirely doublé,; with noupparent sense
of sight-or hearing, though her eyes syere fixed
on the =pindle she was twitling; and somctimes,
when the1aird raised his volce, she put her lean
hand on the curch or hood that covered her ears,
* Do you not reracmber old Marian mooma 1"®
said Annet, and the lafrd led his gupgosed 0on
towards the superannuated crone, though without,
expecting any mark of recognition.  Whether
she had noticed any thing that had conld
not be jndged, from her fdiot laugh; and she bad
almost ceased to speak. Therefore, as {f onl
dumb domestic animals had been sjiting by h
hearth, Cameron dpnrtued. his, arrangements for
tus son's safery, advising him tosleep composedly.
in the wooden-pannelied bed that lorméd a closet
of this chamber, without regardidg the halfMving
skeleton; who never left the corncy of her ln§le.
He gave him his blessing, and departed, taking
with bim his niece and the key -of this dreary
roum, promising to return and watch by his sfde.
He came back in a few monjents, and.while the
impostor cpuched himself on his mattress, ok
his station again by the fire, aad fell asleep, overs
come with joy and fatigue, . e
The ¢mbers went out by degrées, whilg the
Lighland Jachimo fay meditating how he'shonld
rosper by his stratagem's suceess. Plunder and
loudshed. had formed no part of a schem¢ which
fncluded far decper craft and finér revéoge. He
kuew his life was forfeited, and his-person traced
by otfscers of justice;.and he hoped by:represent.
ing himself as the son of Cameron, ,to secure all
«be besefits of his Influence, and (he sangipary of
his roof; and if both should fail ko’save’zlm
from jualicealhe disgrave of his fnfamous life and

death would fall on thé family of Bis falher's

.ma¥derer, So from hi¥ ‘earliést-youth " ke ‘bid

considered -Cameron, and the -haddwof .thiv
. a2 .-
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drowned father, uplifted §n vain for help, was
alwars gmxnt to his ima Once dutin
this night, he had thought #f tobting Cameron o
his moacy and jewels by force, and carrying off
his niece as a hostage for his own safety. But
this part of his purposc had been deadencd by a
new and stranga scnse of ho'iness in beanty
which hat made M« nataro human -again. Yot
he thought of himsclf with bittcrness and ire when
he compated her sweet sociefy, her uncle’sa kind-
ness, and the comforts of a domestic hearth, with
the herd which he now resembled ; and this selfe
hatred stung him to rise and depart without
molesung them. He was prevented by the motlon
of A shadow on the opposite wall, and in an in-
stant the dog, who had 8o wullenly shunned his
potice, )capoJ frogl bendath his bod, and 2eized
the_throat of the hag as sho crepi neat it She
had taken her elecping master’s ditk, asd would
‘have used it like & Maithfa) hghland servant, it
Black Chicltain’s faigs had not Interposed 1o rea.
cue Gordon. The broad copper broach which
fastened her plald saved her from suffacation, and
clapping her handé, the yellsd, ™ a Gordon'—a
Gordon!" till theroof sung,

Gavin Cameron:Awoke, and ran to hls sup.

ed son's aid, bul the mischicf was doné; The

oors of the huga chamber were brokeh open, and
‘a troop of men fn the king's unlform, and two
messengers with officisl stavesburet in together.
These people had beeh sent by the lond Prgront in
ﬁucsl of tho Gipsey Chicfian, with authorily to

cmand quarters in Drummond's Tower, ncar
which they koew he hid hiding places.  Gordoa
saw he had plunged intd.the very nest of his enc.
mics, but his daring courage su him. He
rcfused to answet 't the name of Gordbh, and
persisied fn calling hiniself Cameron's sat. He
was carried beflore the High»Coust of Jnsuciarg,
aud we importance of the indiciment  fized the
most cager attentiof on his trlai. Consjdering
the ':clcbrll{, the lengih, and the peblickj’of the
Gipsey Chief's career, {t was- thought that his
persan, would bave been instantly identified; but
tho craft he had used In tinging his halr, com-
plexion, and cye-brows, and altering his whole
appearancs (o resemble won's son, bafled
the mapy who dppearcd a8 his accuscrs. So
much had Gordon attached his collcagues,or so
straby was tha. Spattan spieit-of fidelity and obe-
dicnee amongst them, that not one appeared to
testify wgainst him. Qavin Cameron dnd his
nicce were cited - give their evidence on oath;
and the mlserable fatber, _whatever doudts mighs
bave sceretly rizen in bis mind. dare not hazarda
denial which might sacrifice hiy own-son’s life.
He answered in ari Agony which his grey halis
made venerabld thdt he believed the adcused

tobe:
his son, but teft'it 10 himself to.prove. whathe bad,
o meansof masifestiog. Anoet was.called next.
10 confirm her ungle’s acoountof her cousin's
‘mysterions aprival: but whea the accused turned
bis eyes upon her, she fainted, and copld'dot be
-recalled 10'speéch, “The awébd way Qdeemed the
mgst affécting’ evidentdof his identity, hind Btially’
thé'dog was brolight into dontt. ‘Severalwinésses
ieeognibed’ him'hs the primné forager:of the Gor®
don Gipsies: but Camston'’s steward,whoswore
that he- saved hims by chance from droseniogfn
the.doch,. also, proved, that.the anjmal xgg:v,g:l
shewed the .sma lut..uq:cim n Berdi” ¢ shecp,.
and had been kept by, his Master's ﬁ"f-g de as a
roere honsshold guatd, distinglifshe . by 'bls Jodi-
crotis aleslon. To mdsic,  WWhien dhewhvgblhe
bar, the.crafty and uhcohscichns driite seended ¥u-
acqliathted withth prisower; and hiksurly ilence
wits: rdcélved <ds “evidenée by tho ccrowd. The
Lord High Commissionet, summed upthe.whale;
-and ;the.chanctllor of; the jury 4@1&7% that &
‘majority, almost amous;gns to.unasimity, acquits
ted the “ccused. Gordon under the.ng}np ﬁ.g
Cameron; jva%,leg.(mni the Bar @ith aéclgme-
:ijs 3. bot a¢thé thhv?w of tlie Seﬁslws’curg'
dhoihet parsalvaie & alth hlia Wik SRV bedt
for hightireason, 4y 8% adherent 102 the Rratetider
-3 ‘arnssd "The envaged crowd wuuld havazeis
‘cdtd{ it bo<force,aind made auicrieswhich the

sitenced with a haughty air of command, desiring



