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wii aftcr ail the attempts to cxpiain it
away cati ie, believe oniy he undcrstood, as
teaching tho existenice of thcsc plates of
inecting, ttroug-hlit the lanîd.

'1here arc severai otittr considerations
connectcd ivitî tho. Old TIestamient scvrip-
turcs froîn wuîich vWe rnight show that the
sabbath was aivicys a day of wurshîp. But
WC mulst pass on to notice

Fiftly,-'?hait titere is ahîudffan tevidence
thiat in the days of our Lordl and hilsapos-
tics tho sabbath wvas observeti as a day of
religions «ervice. The synagogue worship
vies tlien estaflished in cvcry part of clic
land. Nazareth lia( its svniagu-rue, and
evcrv sabbath orîr Lord attended tîpon its
sei vices. Lnkec iv. 16, Il ie carne to 'Naze-
roth wvhere lie liai heen broxîglit tii), and as
lus custo»î tvas, lic weîît 1111 tue synagogue
on the sabitatit day, andi stood up l'or to
roaid." This vies itefore he lîad set uip any
of the institutions of Newi Testamnent
vorslîip. lie vies made iinder thi, law and

vies 110w fuifilliîîg ail rigiîreonsness by
observing its requtrenients, aînd in so doîîîg,
vis foîînd rcgularly iii attendance iîpon
sabbetiî worship.

Tiiese institutions viere îlot cntinetl to
.Tudeïa, but -%voee stadnîshied whlirever the
.Tews viere scattered iii aîîy numbers.-
'WVlerever the aposties wvent tlîey fourni
synagognes of the Jevis, to wiîom thev
.iîrst addressed the gospel messa.ge, so that
Jamecs says, (Acts xv. 21) Il Mýoses of oid
time liati in evcry city tieni tchat preaclh
lîim, being rcad in the synagogues eveîw
sabiîath day." 'rTe phrase "o? old thine,"
is in the original Ilfroîn ancient genera-

tn,"and shiows chtat it lied becn clic
practice froin time immeinoriai, to ineet for
religion s worship), in ihi the reading- or
the scfrpturcs formcd a part of tue services.

Lastlv,-Thiere is no evidence tîtat our
Lord changed the citaracter of the day by
adding religlious wvorsiîip to rest front la-
lior. Our Lord did mucli to cxponnud tue
trac cliaracter o? tîe- saiîbath, but lis
efforts were aiinost if flot entireiy directed
to vindicating its cîtaracter as a day of
nîlercv to man. His miracles whuicli led
to his utterances on clie subjeet %vere ail
crs of merey, and lus teachings in com-

mon viiti thiic viere deindto show
that stîih works w2re consistent witli the
chanracter of the day, or ratdier fornîed
p)art o? his dutics. But even titis lie did

*îîot set forth as a change ini the institution.
It wits inereiy a correction of the 1>iîarisi ;c
ntotions thoen îîrevaieit, anii iii suppiort of
it, lic appeais ru the Mosaie iaw itsof.-
But tiowiîc ducs lie say, the old iaw re-
quired inereiy rest, but to change its charac-
ter to a (liy of worsliip.

It may bo thoîîglît by somec tlitt it is tint
it itiatter ot innich conseîtuerîce to uis, vie-
ther tue satiatii wvas ohserved as a day of
viorsltip under tue Ohi Testament or nor.
But tue question touches the ver'. fouit-
dation o? tlie sa%'îbatli. anîd idi retiy of
tue wvitoie du.-aiogîie. Tfie clîurchi lias
ititherto miaintaiîied, amtd WCe thinik it easy
to. prove on scriptural grounîds, tliat the
toit commaiidîieits are tice stiii o? God's
mîoral iaw. to mnan, aîîd based on priîtciples
eterîieily liiding. '1'it sabbath as part of
titis lavi, vie lîld to 1)0 a precelît foundeti
oi the grreat murai obligations risitig ot
of' mn's relatiot o lus Creator. But th-.
v.-e% ire arc coibatrig makes clic foîrthl
cotnunanditin t îlot a law.. of a mîoral nature,
tnt an institution contîccrec with mair hili.
est duaies to Goid, îlot even equtîl in dig-
îîity to a part of tue iittial systemi deliver-
cd i>v Moses, but a conimaild for )htysiil
rest, and tchus a positive preceît foundfed
on tutan's tanimal nature tenîporary anti
iîaving no moral hais it oîîr duty to Godl.
Stîcit a vievi, tliougit tue outitor mneats îlot
su, WCive uînesiîtî.tngIy itronounce to ho
enirely Sîubversive of tue Sahihatli lavi.
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As titis is Cliristnias day I wislî voit
many hîappy retîîrns of it, aîtd] 1 avail myseif
of tlis opportuîiity to senti ny report iîy the
Kate Kearney.

'ro Mr. Latiîicelot Dawison, Agecnt for
Captain Burnîs of Sydniey, vie are muci
indebted for ulitn andt great kindncesses.
'Ple caultains of tue srltooners beiongiîig
to captaili Burns iii tii1e seas, are most
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