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over lavay in many places so compact as not
yet to be serviccable ; but where there were
plantations, none surely ever lioked more
beautiful and flourishing.

‘The road to Nicolosi ts certuinly the worst
I ever travelled over: nor do Isce how it is
likely to be mended. The rise, however, is
so gradusl up as high as Nicolosi, that you
are quite inseosibleof it.

Uatil our arrival at Nicolost we were in
cur sumimer clothihig. The temperature there

deratledegree, and, I hear, it is seldom they
are visited with snow. The vineyard, how-
ever, do not continue much bigher, for the
woody region commences within three or four
miles. 1 was here stuprised to see none but
large forest-trees, principally oak and elm,
but no bushes or jungle. I noticed this more
particularly on my descent the following day,
and that the ground was overspread with fern
and long grass only. I also observed that
every one of these trees (some of the noble
ones) were rotten at the ccre. There isa
great sameness in the road through the forest,
which may be from six to eight miles across.
This has a beautiful appcarance in looking at
Za from a distance —a perfect ring being
formed, which circumscribes it on zll sides so
exactly, that it much more res:mbles the work
of art than of nature. The ascent became
here considerably sterper, and before we hud
cleared ike wood, we bepan to feel the cold,
We got into the desert region about onc o'ciéck
in the morning.

The desert vegion we found in every res-
pect worthy of the name. licre wasadead
void —not only reither tree ror shrub, but
not a weed to give usa sign that we were ge-
ing over greucd that bad ¢ver been trod by
mau, or inhabited by the hiving. There was
not even a bird to cross our paths The bat
and the ow! had never probabiy been here—ang
what must be the depth of asolitude shun-
ned even by tiese ¥ We saw before us nearly
ten long miles of blck uneven surface, naver
varying but from loose cinders to rough lava.
stone. It was indecd a dreary road. Qur
horses’ hoofs rung with 2 melancholy souind
an our cars. We spehe but little, and feh
no inclination to couverse. We wrapt out
cloaks around us, and skut ourselves up ina
¢ shroud of thoughts.” T'his continued tiil
we arfived at the “Casa Inglese,” or English
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house, which is a hut useful to travellers who
visit Ztna, standing at the foot of the cone,y
and most conveniently situated, inasmuch as
the road at this part hecomes so baéd as to
make it scarce passable for any animal. Visi.
tors are obliged to dismount, and pick their
way on foot, which they must do very care-
fully,  We cncountered a species of lava like
nothlng we before bad passed. This resem-
bled that substance which is thrown out of

| blacksmiths® shops. vulgarly called * clinkers,”
is certainly coolery but not to any very consi- |

Our boots here suffercd most wofully, nor do
i think that the strougest would have lasted
haif a mile of such a road.

(To bhe coutinued )

NATURALL RISTOLLY

THE ORANG=OUTANG.

"1 wo species of African orang.outang seem
to have been described by the earlier writers.
These were probably the young and old of
the same species seen apare at different times,
for later researches do not lead to the belief
of there being more than one.

¢ The greatest of these two monsters,’ says
Battel!y tis calied pongo in their language—
and the less iscalled engeco. T'his pongo is
exzetly pooportioned likea man—bul he is
more Jike a giant in stature~for he is talland
hath 2 man's face, hollow.eyed, with long
hair upon Iv's brows. His Tace and ears are
without hair, and his hands a'so. He differ-
cth not from a man but in his legrs, and care
ries his hands clasped on the nape of his neck’
when he goeth upon the greund, They sleep
in the trees, and build shelters from the rin.
‘They feed upon fruit that they find in the
woods and upon nuts ; they eat no kind of esh.
‘Chey cannot spezk,and appear to have no’more
understanding thap a beast. The people of
the country, when they travel in the woods,
mzke fires where they sleep in the night—
and in the morning, when they are gone, tho
pongros will come and sit about the five till it
goeth out—for they have no understanding
to Liy the wood together, or any means to light
it. ‘They go many together, and often kill
ti-e negraes that travel in the woods. Many
times they fail upon the elephants which come
to feed where they be, and so beat -them with
their clubbed fists, and with piecesof wood,
that they . il run roaring awiy-from them.
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