
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS

This failure to apprcciatc instrument forms and the special use-
fulncss of each form givcs vise to grcat confusion in operative pro-
cedures. The disagreement as to method among dentists is
unnecssarily great, and when such a degrec of confusion exists
only a very fcw of the methods can be the best. We should be
able to tcach methods in our schools. Cati wc do so without the
ability to dcsignate accurately the means of carrying out the
method ? The carpenter would not buy an auger that had not been
made to a definite formula. The carpenter's boy would be laughed
at, if, whcn sent for a quarter-inch auger, he should bring a
seven-cighths. Can we not appreciate the forms and sizes of our
instruments as definitely ?

What our students need in the beginning of school work is a
close drill in the appreciation of the forms of cutting instruments
and pluggers, such as will enable them to discover the peculiarities
of cach with exactness, as to width, length, and inclination of
blades, and the proportions of the several parts. Also they should
be instructed as to the possible variation of useful forms. Directly
coupled with this, the student should be taught to record the forms
for future reference; and, it would be well for him to acquire the
skill to reproduce them from the record. If this be coupled with a
careful drill in the uses and capabilities of instruments, an impres-
sion will be made on the mind, and a skill acquired by the hand
that will be a great aid in the development of manipulative ability.

It is my object to develop the details of a scheme of instru-
ment nomenclature and classification applicable to cutting instru-
ments and plugger , by the use of which the teacher cai reach
exactness in teaching instrumentation. This will be attained by
first defining and arranging in an orderly way the words of instru-
ment nomenclature that have been developed in the ordinary
speech of the profession, by use of which groups of instruments
may be definitely known ; and then arranging a simple system of
formulS by which individual instruments of each group may be
accurately designated.

It cannot be expected that this proposed scheme for the classi-
fication and study of instruments will be of special benefit to
dentists now in practice. That is not its object. It is intended
for school work only; but may in time spread to the general pro-
fession through the students who go out from our schools.

Another object of the scheme is to limit the number of forms of
instruments employed, and to adopt a classified list for school work
that shall be sufficient for all schools and not be cumbersome to
any. This can be done by selecting a sufficient classified list to
be used in teaching, and from which each school may select the
particular instruments the students will be required to have. This
particular feature of the scheme ivill be more fully developed later.


