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being undecrmined is something new to us. In
the absence of details we can only say that
& furthier hnonledge will probably show
that there has been shockingly bad work
somewhere. Collars are not required ex
cepl for wet sands.  For the drainage of a
house ¢ellar, tight pipes are the best, with
spigot and fuucet jointe. which onght to be
rammed hard with strong clay. Elbows can
be got for these. Tor other cellars, where
there is plenly of fall for the water, tiles do
very well with collars.  They ought never
to be laid <lwse to & wall, but about three
feet from il. Libows are nol made fou. tiles,
nor are tuey regaired, as tiles can be liid to
8 small radias.—En.
— Ot —

Thistles

To the Lxditor.

Sig,—I should like to say something en-
couraging for your correspondent *Enqui-
rer,” if possible. But unless he has over-
stated his weakness, or has repres2nted him-
self as being more impatient of ditficulties
than he reallyis, I fear I shall not succeed.
I have no new method of thistle-killing to
suggest; but if I assure him that the old ounes
may be used cffectually, and that he takes a
mistaken view of tke experse (artising, if he
will forgive me for thinking so, from a limited
apprehension of the science of agriculture),
and then exbort bim to firm resolve, patient
perseverance, and metbodical effort, I may
perchance be so happy as to induce bim to
teconsider the following passages of his letier.

Says ‘ Enquirer,” ** Recently I went to
look at a very beautiful farm, but almost
every field was badly infested with thistles ;*
and again, “if [ cannot geta farm withoat
thistles, Ishall decline one at all, unless ti - re
i3 a less expensive way of dealing with them
than the one * Vectis’ proposes.™

My own feeling would be, if a very beauti-
ful farm were offered to me, and [ wanted to
buy one, that its beiug infested with thistles
would not, alone, be an obstacle to the pur-
chase of it. For—assuming that the expres-
sion “ very beautiful farm® means o farm
with great natural advantages, and, perhaps,
some otler striking qualities—since [ counld
destroy thistles by the ordinary methods of
good tillage, but could not so readily find a
substitute fur natural goodness of quality, 1
should deem it wiser, on the whole, to buy
the beautiful farm, thistles and all, thaa to
trust to the precarious chances of tinding jor
sale a good farm without thistles; for the
nmen of Canada, so faras my obscrvation'goes,
do not think it “smart’ to sell farms of any
sort while they are in good condition.

Your correspondent objects to ** Vectis' ™
thorough summer fallow, va the score of ex-
pense, which be estimates at fifiy dollars per
ten actes, or five doilats per acre.  Why,
Siry that fara which, whetber be-ibisiled or
Rol, is not mwade o undergo ay staied perivds
sume surl of effectual cleansing, wust needs
full into very miserable plight, aud it is to be

feared that few of ug can go far from our own
humesteads without seeing various degrees of
exemplificallons of this necessity. Upon the
choicest and cleanest land some such treat-
ment is absolutely ecssential. It is every-
where admitted that these oporations are the
most expensive of all ordinary agricultural
waork, und for that reason they are, as we see,
citheraltogether shirked, or veryinadequately
performed Ly not a few farmers, lence,
thistles and all the t:ibea of weeds. lence,
too. ten or fifteen Lushels of spring wheat
from land which would produce thirty or
thirty-five,and twonty bushels of fall wheat
from land which, even without geneml and
thorough undcrdeatning, would produce
furly or fortyfive Liskels. In this faliow
section of the Cana Tan .arm really lieg, after
all, the true anl mu.t cogent reason why
writers in the old conntry arc able, when they
have a purpose to serve by it, to almest ridi-
cule onr pretensions to living in a grain-
growlng country, and to speak with co tempt
of the outcome of onr harvests.

The spirit of enterprise, which is not scldam
disastrous in other departments of life, might
with far greater safety be adopied by farmers
who hug the present dollar, or put it out at
usurions luterest (itselt’ & source of infinite
mischief), and lead a dreary life upon their
half-tilled farms, uncheered by those hepes of
improvement which stir the minds and stimu-
late the energies of other men ; while their
sons, disconraged by the prospect, canter off
to simper out their lives behind a counter,
with a noble couniry like this around them.
How different in Ingland and Scotland,
where, to become a farmer, like his father, is
the ambition of nearly every boy reared on a
farm ; to whom an announcement on leaving
school that he must now prepare toscek a
livelihood in a cily, is the shattering of
dreams and hopes of entoring upon a coun-
try life. Ilappy for Canada when go health-
ful an ambition suall take possession of her
goung sons. Itis for their fathers to bring
that state of things about ; there is yoom for
them at home.

SYSTEMATICALLY ENCOUNTERED.

Resnming the subject of the thistle difti-
culty, I now return to the letter of * Enqui-
rer.”” Here we have a gentleman, whose
letter gives evidence ofa good education,
hesitauing to enter upon a * very beautiful
farm,"~-no, not hesitating —* declining” to
take a good farm because of the thistles.

I am fur from belicving that bare fallowing
is the most profitabte treatment within reach,
though it is the speediest as regards thistles,
and involves the smallest present outley. I
only insist here that no farm can prosper
without some such ountlay, and that five dol-
lars peracre, if it can be done for such asum,
15 & mere bagatelle, | suppose the summer
fallow to be, as is most coavement, the first
step tn o systematic 1o0tatien of five, six, or
seven years ; each crop in the course is sup-
posed tu, and reaily doues, profit by it.  Di-
vide, then, five dollars by five, six, or seven

or by whalever number of years may coasti-
tule your course, anld see huw ing’gnificant
is the cliarge per aamwn per azre, as com-
pared with benefit accruing.

So much for the summer (or Lare) fullow,
But supposing that for a bare fallow hoed-
crops of Indian corn and roots be substituted:
as the first member of the course.  “ Enqui-
rer " would not be alone if he objected to this
also, as being too expensive ; yet, when all
the charges upon a field of Indian corn and
roots, thuroughly ploughed, hoed and man-
ured, (considerable as thuse charges are),
come to be xpportioned amongst all the suc-
ceeding members of the rotation (as it is ob-
vious they ought to be) who would not incur
the outlay who had observed the wonderful
renovation thus brought to the farm? Tho-
roughly ploughed and hoed, and well man-
ured, the land must be, for upon these de-
pend the force of the whole argument in
favour of the plan, and eveniual proft to the
farmer. Aund this process, comparatively ex-
pensive thoush it be, apert from the destruce-
tion of thistles, apart from its effects upon sue-
ceeding crops,and regarded only as ameansof
making beef, mutton and pork for market, isa
paying enterprise in the long run. Happily,
at “his day, the number of farmers following
out sucha system because they have provedit
to be profitable, renders argument and de.
monstration unnecessary. Where it has loog
been well practised, their farms and their
fortunes will demonsirate. Let the sceptics
g0 see,

Under 2 judicious rotation and careful
general culture, neither thistles nor other
weeds have much chance of regaining their
ascendancy between theperiods of hoed crops
or bare fallow, several opportunities occur-
ing of disturbing them. We will suppose a
bundred acres of land divided into six sections,
for the purposes of rotation, and that the suc-
cession of crops is as follows :—

Section 1. Sixteen acres Indian corn, pota-
toes, turnips, bare fallow. As much of the
jund of this section as can bewell maaured to
be wnder hoed crops. The uumanured rem-
nang, if any, to be bare fullowed, and the ab-
sence of yard manure to be supplied, at the
the carliest opportunity (which will occur at
a subsequent stage of the course), by plough-
ing under 2 full crop of clover ; unless sheep
can be folded wnpon a crop of unmanured
white turnips, or, still better, upoa white
turnips manured with bone dust, superphos-
phate, or guano.

Section 2. Sixteen acres wheat or barley,
seeded with clover (thickly sowan), and timo-
thy or some other crass.

Section 3. Sixteen acres hay, which may be
twice mowed if thistles abound, in which case
the first mowing should be very early.

Section 4. Sixteen acres pasture. If the
land be not very poor, a good crop of clover
may still be cxpected here, which may be
ploughed under on that part of the land which
dil nut recelve yard manure where fallowed,

Section 5. Sixteen acres peas and oals.



