B e TP T W

NORTHERN MESSENGER

—

SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1877, by Edisin
W. Rice, as wssued by Amerioan Sunday-Sohool
Union.)

LESSON IIL
Janvary 20.)
THE COVENANT RENEWED. (About 841 B. O.].
Reap 2 Chron. 15: 8-15. Rmorre vs. 10-12.

GOLDEN TEXT.—Ba ye strong, therafore, and
let not your hands be weak ; for your work shall
be rewarded.—2 Chron. 15: 7.

CENTRAL TRUTH,—The Lord i3 with you
‘while ye be with him.

]

OoNNecTED H1sTORY.—AS Asa was returning from his
viotory over Zerah, the prophet Azarfah met him ; re-
ealled God's dealings with Judah, and prompted Asa to
complete the restoration of the trus religion, which he
had begun.

NOTES ON PERSONS, PLACES, ETC.— (0 ded, possi-
bly the same as Iddo (9: 29; 12: 16), but probably an-
other person. The prophet here meant is undoubtedly
* Azariab.” Beev.l. Mount E'-phra<im, a range of hillg
In the territory of Ephraim, between Jerusalem and
8hechem. #&m'-e-on, the territory of Simeon was south
of Judah ; and heuos, to join Israsl (the northern king-
dom), its people must pass through Judah. Bome joined
Judah, but most of the tribe sppear to have unitedin
\dolatry with Israel Tnm-pcb——(’wn_cta, used in ths
temple dedication. 2 Chron. 5: 12, 13. The trumpet was
probably a straizht instrament, the oornet crooked and
of horn, though thelr distinotive charaoter is not well

HEAD OF SHISHAK.

SmwrAx, or Sheshonk I., noted his explolts on the wall
of the temple at Karnak by a series of sculptures, from
which the head of the king is copied. In the centro of the
seriesappears to be a Jewish face with the insoription
found by Champollion, * YUDEH Mark,” “ Judah king”
or “ Judah kingdom.”

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lesson Torics.~(1.) TEE Grear MerTiNg. (lI.) THE
SoLeMx PrEpGE.

L THE GREAT MEETING, (8.) Opep, sec Notes; por
AWAY . .. 1pors, sece 2 Chron. 14: 8-5; cimims. ..
EpHRAIM, probably cities taken by his father Abijah, 2
Chron. 13: 19. (9.) sTRANGERS~that is, Israelites from
the northern kingdom, the ten tribes; EPHRAIM, MAN-
AsseR, SiMFoXN, sec Notes ; FELL To Hin, see 2 Chron. 11 :
14. (10.) caTEERED THEMSELVES a8 commanded by the
king, v. 9. (1L) orrERED UNTO THE LORD, by sacri-
fices; THE BAME TIME, Or “in that day.” The Targum
adds, “ on the feast of weeks, or Pentecost;” oF THE
#POIL, taken from the Ethiopians, 2 Chron, 14: 12, 13.

1. QuestioNs.—Desorlbe Asa's vietory over Zerah.
What prophet met him ¥ With what message 1 v. 2.
His oharge to Asa? v.7. The effect on Asa?l v. 8.
What did he remove ! From what oities I What did
be rebuild? What meeting did he ozl v. 9.
Who oame besides people of Judah and Benjamin 7
Why did they come? In what year and month of
Asa's reign ¥ Near the time of what feast 7 (See Ex-
planations.) What did they offer 7 From whom was
the spoil taken 1

Il. THE SOLEMN PLEDGE. (12.) COVENANT, pro-
mise, agreement, Ex. 24: 3-8; Jer. 34: 18; 1o sEEK
Tee Donp, Matt. 22:87. (18.) pur 10 DEATH. the law
ocondemned idolaters to be slain. Deut. 17: 2.7, (14.)
WITH A LOUD YOICB, AND WITH SHOUTING, showing that
they made the promise boldly and willingly ; TrRUNPETS
+ » - CORNETS, 8e¢ Notes. (15) JUDAR REJOICED, a oheor-
ful serving of the Lord ; B WAS FOUND, 80€ V. 2; tuz
Lorp 6Ave THEM mEST, 50 David had rest (2 Sam. 7: 1),
and Solomon, 1 Ring 5: 4; 8: 56,

IL. Quesrions.—What did the people enter into 1 Who
with§ What is a ocovenant! How fully did they
onter into it State tho second condition of the
covenant. v. 18. On what founded I How did they
oonfirm thelr promiso? v. 14, In what spirit 1 v. 15-
How fully did they seck the Lord? With what ro-
sult? Who else had a ““ rest” under similar ofronm-
stanoes ¥

What faots in this lesson teach us—

(1.) That we are to heed a message from the Lord 1

(2.) That we are to meet for the worship of God 1

(3.) That we should solemnly promise to serve God 1

(4.) That we should do this joyfully 1

(5.) That the Lord will reward thoso who serve Him
falthtully 1

ToLoscuarions —Worth of God’s promises. Promises

; axe liké bonds—their value depends upon the worth of the
| signer. Ifa beggar sign a bond for $10,000, who es*
teems it better than blank paper? Butif a man of estate
bind himself to pay i, then it is looked upon a8 so much
real estate. God hath made rich promises, audis able to
perform them  Satan against fidelity. ‘When Faith would
lay hold on the promises, Satan rappeth her on the
fingers, as it were, and seeks to beat her off. —Trapp.

LESSON 1V.
Jaxuvary 27.1

JEHOSHAPHAT'S PROSPERITY.
910 B. C.].

Reap 2 Chron. 17: 1-10. Rscite vs. 3-6.

[About 914-

<
| GOLDEN TEXT.—And they taught in Judal, f
‘ and had the book of the Jaw of the Lord with
| them, and went abont throughout all the cities
| of Judah, and taught the people.—2 Chron.17: 9. |
: CENTRAL TRUTH.—The Lord prospers Hh’
| true sarvants.

]

Coxnvecrep Histomy.—After renewing the ocovenant
with Jehovah, Asa removed his mother from being queen
because of heridolatry; was attacked by Baasha, king
of Israel ; made a league with Benhadad, king of Syria;
‘was reproved by Hanani, the prophet, whom he castinto
prison ; died of ** disease in his feet” (gout); succesded
by his son Jehoshaphat. During Asa's reign of forty-one
years in Judah, five kings ruled in Israel : Baasha, Elah,
Zimri, Omri, and Ahab.

NOTE3 ON PERSONS.—Je-hosh-a'-phat, fourth king
of Judah, reigned twenty-five years, 914-889 B. C.; of
good character for piety, but fell into sin by an alliance
with wicked Alab; his son married a daughter of Ahab
and Jezebel; had wars with Moab; the famous Moabite
Stone verifies this history. Ba-a/-lim, plural of Baal, the
sun-god. Prin-'ees, Le -vites, priests, princes were chief
oourt-officers ; Levites sons of Levl ; priests were Levites
who were sons of Aaron. DBen-ha'-il, O-ba-di'-ah, Zech-a-
r¥ ah, Neth-a-nd'-ah, Ne-than'-e-el, Mi-cha-¥-ah, Shem-a-i'ah,
Zob-a-di'-ah, As-a-hel, She-mir'-a-moth. Je-how'-a-than,
dd-o-n¥ jah, To-bi'Jah, Tob'-ad-o-nt'-jah, E-lish'-a-ma,
Je-ho'-ram ; nothing further is known of these men.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

LussoN Torics.—(I.) BEaTAsnisEEp oF THE Lomb.
(IL) EstaBrLisHED RELIGIOUS TEACHING.

L ESTABLISHED OF THE LORD. (l.) sSTRENGTH-
ENED minseLr¥, by fortifying his cities and raising an
army ; lsraBr—that 1s. the ten tribes. (2.) rexcE®
crries, fortified or walled ocities; 8ET GARRISONS, or

| governors,” see 1 Kings 4 + 7, or more probably ** mili-

tary posts,” see 1 Chron. 11: 18. (3.) FirsrwAvs, the ways
of David before his public sins; Baaniy, see Notes and
pioture. (4.) porNesor IsraEL, as the worship of calves
Baaland the groves. 1 Kings16: 31-83. (5.) PrRESENTS,
free-will gifts in addition to regular taxes. (6.) LIFTED
UP IN THE WAYS OF THE LORD. not pride of heart, but
was encouraged in the ways of the Lord ; HIGH PLACES.
@roves, 2 Chron, 15: 18, 17.

L QuesTioNs.—Who were kings of Israel while Asa
was king of Judah? Who suoceeded Asa? How
long did Jehoshaphat reign? What was his charac-
ter? His first act as king? v. 1. Against whom ?
How did he strengtheu his kingdom ? v, 2. Who was
with him? Why{? The meaning of * first ways' 1
Of Baalim? Whom did he seek } Whose doings did
he not follow ¥ What did the Lord dafor him | What
did Judal bring him? What did Be have in abun-
dance? In whose ways was he lifted up? The
meaning of ““lifted up”  What did he take away ¢

1I. ESTABLISHED RELIGIOUS ’X‘EACHING.— (7.)

PRINCES, BENHAIL, ete., see Notes; o TEAcH, the law

of the Lord, See v. 9. (9.) Book or THE LAW, probably

the Pentateuch or five books of Moses (10.) rELL vPexN,

 was on all the kingdoms,” 1 Chron. 29 : 30.

11 QuemstioNs.—What did the king do to promote re-
ligion ! From how many classes did he select his
teachers ¥ Name the threeclasses. How many chief
teachers of the princds were sent? Of the Levites 1
Of the priests I What were they to teach 7 Where 1
Towhom? What fell on the kingdoms about Judah 1
Why ! The result to Jehoshaphat ¥

What facts in this lesson teach us— .

(1.) That prosperity is of the Lord“

(2.) That blessings should give his psoplecourage ?

(3.) That the Lord's law is to be taught to the
people T

(4.) That the fear of tho Lord is 4 proteetion against

encmies 1
ILLURTRATIONS,—Prosperity. How #afe. * In the midst

of pleasures and enjoyments let me still feel, like the

Psalmist, that the best of all is to draw near unto Thee.

Break also the snares with which Satan endeayors to make

a prey of my soul.”’—Gotthold.

' Prosperity,” says Lord Bacon, “ i8 the blessing of the
Old Testament. How many eminent saints from being
poor became rich,
a8 Abraham,
Jacob,Joseph,
David, Daniel!
Adversity seems
to bo the blessing
of the New Testa-
ment, as wo see in
the apostles Peter, -
James, John,Paul,
and our Lord him-
self.”

Fomus or BAAL,
~These forms of
this god argcopled
from old Cartha-
gonian and Phoniclan eolns as given in Crewzer's Sym-
bolik. There are many other forms also found on thesa
old colns; one has a hideous face, the lower parts re-
sembling a hand ; a shield in one handand & sword in the
other.

BAAL-IMAGES.

'CAMPAIGN NOTES.

Joux DoveaLr & Sox—DEear Sirs,—We
succeeded in finding the acéompanying answers
to Bible questions published in tire MESSENGER
during 1877. We trust you will continue to
publish Bible questions, The Sunday-school
lessons by Edwin W. Rice are admired and
highly prized here. Hope you will have the.
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND subscribers
for which you have asked. I think there will
be a larger club from Thorapson, T.C.R., this
year. A 8.R.

Thompson, I, C. R., N. S.

Vare Coruigry, Dec. 31st, 1877.

JouN DovgaLL & Sows—Drar Sies,—I did
not mention in my last letter that I received my
skates in due time. But I did and I assure you
I am well pleased with them. I did not expect
to get such a pair of skates for such a few names
as I sent you, nor did I expect that you were
going to send me a blank form and the number
of other papers which you sent me to canvass
for. Butas I saw you went to so much trouble
in mailing my skates, at such a price, 75c, if I
am not mistaken, and also the mailing of the
iapers, I thought I would do what I could to

ow you that I was not ungrateful for what
you did for me, and I got a few more names (as
you will see) for your NORTHERN MESSENGER.

F. A. A,

AvrrHOUGH the MESSENGER circulation is in-
creasing rapidly it does not at present look as if
it were to have 100,000 by the end of the cam-
paign. But still much may be done by unsni-
mous effort, . If each reader of thiz p:

aragraph
would obtain one new subscriber there would be
no doubt of the HUNDRED THOUSAND.

T ———

Erps’s Co00A—GRATEFTL AND COMFORTING.

“By a thorough knowledge of the natural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
and nutrition, and,by a careful application of
the fine properties o wel]-selecteg cocoa, Mr,
E%ps has provided our breakfast tables with a
delicately flavored beverage which may save us
many heavy doctors’ bills. Itis by the judici-
ous use of such articles of diet that a constitu-
tion may be gradually built up until strong
enongh to resist every tendency to disease,
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating
around us ready to attack wherever thers isa
weak point. We may escape many a fatal
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with
pure blood and a properly nourished frame,”—
Civil Service Gazetie—Sold only in Packets
lubelled—** James Epps & Co., Homceopathic
Chemists, London, Eng.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

VenNor's Armaxac May Be Puromasep
from all book stores, or will be sent post free by the pub-
lishers for 20c a copy.

SUPPLEMENTARY

PRIZE LIST.
= ey

We have received Jetters from a few workers saying
that they do not care about the Skates, are not anxious
for a cash commission and would like some other prize
One little girl tells us that there is nota pond within ten
miles of her place. and a_gentleman_that he has butone
leg, and therefore the Skates would not suit. On the
prelutgx&mon that there are others somewhat similarly
sitnated, the following supplementary prize list (whch,
in every cise, gives the worker the advantage of tho
wholesalg price of the goods mentioned) Is submitted.

Any person sending in one new subscriberto the Week-
1y Wirsess, at $1.10, or four new subscribersto the
MESSENGER, at 8Uc each (and stuﬂnﬁ that it is for a pic-
ture), will receive a chromo of Ear! Dufferin,or the Coun
tess of Dufferin, as may be preforred. size 11 x 14 inches.

Anyone sending in two new subscribers to the WeEKLY
WiTNEss, oreight for the NorTHERN MESSEXGER, or one
new subseriber to the New DomixioNy MoxTrLY, at $2
(and stating the;y are workigf for the pictures), will re-
ceive the pair of ohromos,which will make very nice orna-
ments. %

A GOLD LOCKET

will be given to any person who sends

FHAON
;‘% in $6 in new subscriptions to the Wir

~Ess publications.

A GENUINE SILVER HUNTING-CASE
WALTHAM WATCH, Plain-Jowelled,
and commonly retailed at $20. A good time-keeper.

One of these very popular Watches will be sent to

ave on sending {n ¥60 In new subsoriptions to the
WiTSESS POBLICATIONS.

FOR GIRLS ONLY.

7 GOLD AXD JEWELLED RINGS. ;
is o present cxclusive}f for girls (little or grown-
up)ia\tafor those who intend to'present the prize to their
lady sriends, The Gold Keeper shown 1n the centre of tlr i
at £2, and will be mailed toanyone send-

ongravin

ing us in né'w subscriptions to the WITNISS PUBLI-
CATIONS. The &old Ring with ht &wll and five
stones retails at ho

: it will. be marled a2yous
scnds $10 in new &scrl tions to the WITRESO

LICATION%a 'El&m’?&rf with three pearls aad six.
stones rotails at $5; 1t witia mailed to o
ing $13 in new m{bscrlpﬂox?;: 1o the WITNBSS"
LiCATIONS. If the competitors prefer they can obtam
rings of greater value on equally advantageous terms,
For example, if they send $50 in neéw subscriptions, the
would receive by return mail & ring which they wo
bave to pay $20 for at any retail storve; and snch a ring

would be a pretty good one. A lady in reuding for any
of these rings should send a a)leoe of paper or
size of her , 80 that one to fit may be obta/ned,

THE GREAT

WEATHER INDICATOR
FOR FARMERS.

Service Barometer.

Wil

\ _Pool’s Signnl
il This Barometer is of very early invention
and will detect and indicate ‘any change in
i the weather twelve to forly-eight hours in
advance. It tells what kind of storm ia
| approaching " and from what quarter it
ftcomes. Many farmers plan their work
il according to its prediotions. There is an
Il acourate thermometer attached, which alone

ll{ Messrs. Ostell & Co, Montreal, for $2. One °
| will be sent to every person sending $6 in
new subscriptions to the WITNESS PUB-
=) LICATIONS.

A Handsome
PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM
which retails at $2.25, will
be mailed to all who send $7
subseriptions  to
the WITKESS PUSLICA-H

in new

TIONS. e

FUN FOR THE WINTER EVENINGS.
A MAGIC LANTERN with twelye slides will be mailed
to all who send $10 in new snbscriptions to the WITNESS
PUBLICA TTONS.

The WITNESS PUBLICATIONS are: The Dainy
Wirsgss, price $3.00; the Wrekry Wirxmss, price
$1,10; the New DoMiNioy MONTHLY, pric :00; the
MEessENGER, price 80c.; L'AURORR, price €1.00.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS.
DO NOT FORGET THEM!

Every letter must be marked “ In competition,” or
otherwise express the intention to compete for one or
more of these prizes.

No names are entered on our subscription lists unless
the money acoompanies the order.

You can obfa'n sample copies, directions for working
and any other information at any time by ting to

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
WITNESS OFFICE, MONTREAL.

Tre Crus Rates ForR THE MESSENGER are,
when sent to one address, as follows:—1 oogy, 30¢.; 10

i .50; 25 copies, $6; 50 copies, $11.50; 100
oy %?23; 1,000 Eopmsiuceoo, P Dasaste & Rox,
Pn%llnhers, Montreal.

Duservepry  Popurar.—That deservedly
popular and increasingly attractive, thoroughly Canadian
Benodlcnl—the New DoymiNiox MoNTHLY—has made its

ecember visit to thousands of Canaciamhomes, freight-
ed with
home in
the best yet published, being greatly enl
proved in appearance, and still

ust guch reading as should be nugg%od 10 every
e land. This last number for 1 ihdqcidedly
n:fhad size, im-
more worthy of that ex-
tensive and largely 1ncreasing eirculation secured by this
periodical. We (?IB pleased to learn that the extent ef
public favor ard” support bestowed npon this monthly,
warrant the liberal und enterprising publishérs in en-
larging the size, and still improving thele periodical,
which, even 1n i smaller dimensions and less attractive
outfit was a credit to Canada. The NEw DoMINION
MoNTHLY may, with confidence. be pluced on the table
»f every dwelling ; every member of 1he family may bave
access to its pages, and all will be better for it. Ju what.
ever home this desirable monthly may yet be a stranger,
its introduetion for the cuming year would Ve & pro-
fitable New Year's gift. How could a coupldot dollare be
better invested than by securing a ri
of choice readink for the whole family.
pul 8 e well of the community tor their lib-
erality ana indefatigable exertions in fostering Canadian
literature and enterprise, and bringing withih the reach
of all so desirable a periodical.—Vorth Ontario Observer,
Port Perry, Dec. 27th, 1877,

New FEATURES AND GrEAT IMPROVEMENTS
have been added to the New DoMiNioy MoNTHLY. Amongst
the more norable articles in the Jan number are—
one1 on “ Publie sg?aklng.:hb}égnr. Geoxgg Mung,y.b Moﬁg
real; & paper ‘‘ Nineteen 1 - -
8. K. Dn?waon, Montreal ; a revie[’:v!yof tge life o?lht
Prince of Humbugs, Caiglxosuo. by Mr, C. W, A, Dedrick-
son, Thereis also a Young Folks’ Department, full of
interest; & Home Department for mothers in particular
and everybody in general; a Chess De t, which
18 skillfully copdueted by Mr, J. E. Ascher, Montreal;
Draught Department, by Mr. Andrew Whyte, Bolton For-
est, Quebec, This magazine is making most r
into the publicfavor. The price is 20c ﬁer sk copies,
or$2ayear. JouN DovGALL & Sox, Montreal, are |ha
publishers, to whom orders may be sent,
e i ———
The NORTHERN MESSENGER is prin and published
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