NORTHERN

MESSENGE R.

' _SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From the International Lessons jor 1881, by Eduwwn
W. Rice, as issued by American Sunday-School
Union.)

LESSON 1V.
[About 27 A.D.
COVETOUSNESS,
Luke 12: 13-21.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 13-15.

13. And one of the company said unto him,
Master, speak to my brother, that he.divide the
inheritance with me.

14. And he said unto him, Man, who made me
a judge or a divider over you?

15 And hesaid unto them, Take heed, and be-
ware of covetousness : for a man’s life consisteth
notin the abundance of the things which he pos-
sesseth.

5 16. And he spake a parable unto them, saying,
Theground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully :

17. And he thought within himself, saying,
What shall I do, because I have no room where
to bestow my fruits ?
| 18. And he said, This will 1 do: 1 will pull down

my barns, and build greater : and there will 1 be-
stow all my fruits and my goods.

19. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast
much goods laid upfor many years ; take thine
ease, eat, drink and be merry.

20. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this
night thy soul shall be required of thee : then
whose shall those things be,which thou hast pro-
vided ?

21, Sois he that layeth up treasure for himself,
and Is not rich toward God.

ot R *
GOLDEN TEXT.

Take heed, and beware of covetousness.
—LUKE 12115,

APRIL 21.]

e
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CENTRAL TRUTH.
1f we love the world, we donot love God.

INTRODUCTORY. — The previous part of the
chapter, vs. 1-12, containsa warning against hy-
pocrisy, and the succeeding section, vs. 22-34,
againgt worldly solicitude. The lesson treats of
the folly of depending upon worldly possessions
for lasting comfort and happiness. The double
conjecture has been made that the questioner
was unjustly treated by his older brother and
that he asked for more than his legal share. But
/| the narrative simply tells us that he had mis-
| taken the mission of Christ,

EXPLANATIONS.

LESSON ToPICS.—(1.) UNSATISFYING RICIHES
(It). DECEITFUL Ri¢caEs. (I11,) TRUE RICHES.

. UNSATISFYING RICHES.— (13-16,) com-
PANY, the multitude listening to Christ, v. 1;
WHO MADE ME, Christ. did not come into the
world to settle disputes about lands; JUDGE, the
Rabhis settled disputes. The questioner regarded
Jesus as a mere rabbi ; UNTO THEM, he addressed
the 1\uu-uble to the crowd ; COVETOUSNESS, forbid-
den in the Tenth Commandment.

11. DECEITFUL RICHES,—(16-20.) THOUGHT,
reasoned ; WHAT SHALL 1 Do, to preserve my
wealth. fe ought to have asked, “ How shall I
use it in the service of God?” Jesus answers the
quest!ynl V. 83, “Sell that ye have and give
alms.” His mind was filled solely with thoughts
about the accumulation of wealth and its safe-
keeping ; BUILD GREATER,he enlarged his barns,
l{ut. his heart became more narrow; MUCH
GOODS......MANY YEARS, he congratulated him-
self upon his large possessions and deceived him-
self with the notion that they would last him for
a long period.

UL TRUE RICHES.—(21.) FOR HIMSELF, he
was selfish, and abused G(()d's gifts. All the richeg
of L‘he’wm'kl eannot pﬁom us to save our souls;
RICH TOWARD (oD, stich riches are neither un-
%enam nordeceitful. They are faith and love.
Pl}e meaning of the parable is well expressed,
yé?}’l.tifx: % L‘;;lrher(illxs m?t ﬁmketh himself rich,
] ath nothing ; there is that maketh himsel
poor yet hath great riches,” s

PRACTICAT, QUESTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE
LESSON :—(1.) Why cannot riches add years to
gl‘llr life? (2.) Whg can we not take riches beyond

egrave ? Ps 49 :17. (8.) Where is the mine of
;msearclmble riches ? Kph. 3:8. (1) Whatdoes
f}!ﬁvho isrich toward God gain by death ? Phil.

»
i LESSON V.
3 .« [About 28 A. D,
LOST AND FOUND. |
Luke 15: 1-10.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY VS, 4-7.

1. "Then drew n publi
and sinners for toegzt;]x{l ltlli)n}':im a}i tk'w 'pu}?l}gann
2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured,

s&s&n l’)g‘xtxlxi.s man recelvethv sinners, and eateth

uffi And he spake this parablo'unﬁ) them say-
’

MAY 1]

4. What man of you, havin,
g an hundred shee
Lﬂ;} }:le ll:toltleeo{‘: ?‘t}’l ‘éh%vml’:l doth not le‘siwe the ninet.l;
ilderness, an
W:kix is lost, untii he find it ? fraen
. And when he hatl ‘
his shoulders, rejoicmg‘. ULy B mpejb ¥ on
- 6. And wlien he cometh ho
ﬁgxlgr'a{ﬁof:iee':dﬁhmd ueigh"r?ﬁ}s,h&?ﬂzﬂﬁxf?&
» Rej W me:
sheep which was lost. Ahagetiliye

7. 1say unto you, that likewis
e joy shal
{\!sg!\;egvg:ﬂ“ tg’r'xe 'sin‘;:er that re{)es;n:ctgm,l FI?O}':
it rep'enmgcg.n nine just persons, which
8. Either what woman having ten pic
ver{ ir'she lose one piece, doth zgmt llgrilfgegatg;lié
andswoep the house, aud seek diligently till she

9. And when she hath found it,she calleth her
friends and her neighbors together, saying, Re-
Jjoice with me; for I bave found the piece which
I had lost.

10. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner
thatrepenteth.

*

GOLDEN TEXT.
Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in

the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repenteth.—LUKE 15: 10,

— ]

CENTRAL TRUTH.
God seeks and saves the lost

* *

INTRODUCTORY.—The three parables of this
chapter, the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the
Lost Son, have all this in common, that some-
thing which was lost has been found. The two
first parables depict more especially the active
effort put forth in finding that which was lost.
The parable of the Prodigal Son describes the
course and feelings of a wayward son, and the
courteous and warm love of the father who wel-
comes him back. The general object of the three
parables is to portray the love of God for the
penitent sinner. An excellent way of bringing
out the thought of the parables in this lesson is
by representing the Sinner as Lost,Sought, Found
and Rejoiced Over.

NOTES.—PARABLE, in the New Testament a
story or narrative used by our Lord (o illustrate
religious truths, There are thirty-one in the
Gospels.—SHEPHERD, & very ancient occupation.
Abel was a “ keeper or feeder of sheep.” Gen, 4 :
2,and the wealth of the patriarchs seems tohave
consisted largely in their flocks and herds. The
shepherd leads the flock out from the fold over
the narrow ways, seeksout good pastures,
cherishes the feeble lambs, and guards them
against the attacks of wild beasts, as Daviddid of
old, 1 8. m. 17; 84-36, These abound in Palestine,
and not infrequently dothe shepherds lose their
life in the struggle. Our Lord calls himself the
«“ Good Shepherd,” John 10: 14. Yor an excellent
description see Thomson’s Land and Bock, Vol.
L., pp. 301-305, - =

* :
EXPLANATIONS.

LESSON ToPIcs.—(1.) THE SINNER’S FRIEND.
(1I,) THE Lost SHEEP, (I1L.) THE LOST COIN.

I. THE SINNER’S FRIEND. — (1, 2.) ALL,
many ; SINNERS, the Pharisees called those es-
pecially sinners who had been Fullty of the more
flagrant violations of the moral law, Luke 7 : 89 ;
TO HEAR HIM, they were attracted to Jesus, be-
cause while he condemned their sins, he treated
them kindly as men whom he had come to
save; PHARISEES AND SCRIBES, spurned rather
than made effort to help the fallen ; RECEIVETH,
spoken in reproach. This was one of the chief
clmrges brought against the Saviour,

11, THE LOST SHEEP.—(3-7.) WHAT MAN OF
You, an appeal to that universal feeling which

OF THEM, asingle one is valuable and worlth ef-
fort; Go ARTER, Christ came to the earth to save
(lost souls ; TILL HE FIND IT, persistent seeking 7
LAYETH IT ON HIS SHOULDER, does not punish
it, but carries it. So Christ hath borne our griefy
Isa. 53 :4, 5, and eante not into the world to. con-
demn, but to save it, John 3:17 ; LOST, sinners.
are in a lost and undone condition when grace
finds them, Matt. 18: 11; yusT, righteons. Our
Lord here refers to all such as are righteous in
their own estimation and think they do not need
to repent. The Pharisees might take this to
themselves.

111. THE LOST COIN.—(8-10,) TEN PIECES OF
SILVER, drachms® ; ONE PIECE, equal to about 15
or 16 cenis ; although hidden in the: dust it bore
the stamp of the emperor, perhaps. So the sin-
ner, although Jost, still bears the image of God;
DILIGENTLY, an earnest, painstaking search,
Matt. 2: 7; ANGELS OF GoD, it would seem from
thisztl;hac the angels know what takes place on
earth.

LEARN THESE LESSONS :
Christ came to call sinners to repentance,
Every soul is of great value in the sight of God.
T{nere is much joy in heaven over the penitent
soul.
Christ is the Good Shepherd and giveth his life
for us.

ILLUSTRATION,—Hope for the lost. * Lad);
Huntingdon was trying to lead the desponfleu
brother of Whitefield to Christ. To her'ulg;‘“"
entreaties he answered, ¢ Oh, it is of nouse

amlost! Iam lost!” «Thank God for that! said
she. ‘Why! exclaimed the man in nstlgr}lxl:ilsli

ment. ‘Because,’ said Lady Huntingdon, x
came tosave the lost; and, if you are lost, he
Jjust the one that can save you.'’
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A SIGNIFICANT STORY.

A wealthy banker in one of our large cities,
who is noted for his large sub.scnpum}s to
charities, and for his kindly habits of private
benevolence, was called on by his pastor
one evening lately and asked to go with
him to the help of a man who had attempted
suicide. AR L

They found the man in a wretched house,
in an alley, not far from the banker’s dwell-
ing. The front room was a cobbler’s_shop s
behind it, on a miserable bed in the kitchen,
lay the poor shoemaker with a ga}l)mg gash
in his throat, while his wife and children were
gathered around him, s

“These people are starving,” exclaimed
the banker as soon as he caught sight of their
pinched, wan faces; and while the doctor
was busy sewing up the cobbler’s wound, he
hurried away to procure fuel and food.

“We have been without food for days,’
said the woman when he returned. ‘It’s

)

He isa hard-work-

not my husband’s fault.

impels us to seek what is valuable and lost; ONE |

ing, sober man. But he could neither get
work, nor pay for that which he had done.
To-day he went forthe last time to collect
a debt due him bya rich family, but the
gentleman was not at home. My husband
was weak from fasting, and seeing us starv-
ing drove himmad. So it ended that way,”
turning to the fainting, motionless figure on
the bed.

The banker, having fed and warmed the
family, hurried home, opened his desk, and
took out a file of little bills. All his large
debts were promptly met quarterly, but
he was apt to be careless about the accounts
for milk, bread, &ec., because they were so
petty. :

He found there a bill of Michael Goodlow’s
for repairing children’s shoes, ten dollars,
Michael Goodlow was the suicide. It was
the banker’s unpaid debt which had brought
these people to the verge of the grave, and
driven this man to desperation, while at the
very time the banker Lad been giving away
thousands in charity. 500

The cobbler recovered and will never want |
a friend while the banker lives. nor will
a small unpaid bill be found on the banker’s
table.—Youth’s Companion. =~
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STAY IN THE COUNTRY,

The Western Rural, published at Chicago,
Ill,, in giving advice to young men not to
come to the city, says: '

“ Occasionally, and only occasionally, does
the young man from the country find. a
desirable opening in the city, and begin a
successful career. The city is full to overflow-
ing. There is no business that is not greatl
overdone, and there is no business whic
cannot at any time be supplied . with more
help than it needs. - Thereis no position now
filled which cannot be filled with as much
competency as it now is, and at a much less
salary than the present occupant s receiving,
almost at a moment’s notice.’§ Employers
are usually willing to pay what services are
worth, and desive to retain tried and faithful
help.  Otherwise there is not a man or wo-
man employed in Chicago to-day who would
not have their salary reduged, or their place
filled Dby some one else. Times are now
prosperous. Business is at its noontide of
success. Never was more money made in
the marts of trade than is being made here
now ; and yet, while thisis true, we have
thundreds of young men who are either
working for starvation wages or are whollys

Hidle.”

PR S
THE TURNING POINT.

Some fifty years ago, in arevivalat Yale
College, a young man of promising talents
became deeply serious. His father, who was
a man of infidel principles, hearing ofit, sent
for his son to comehome. He did not care
to have his son beceme a Christian. The
summons was obeyed ; he went hon_le. z}nd
the result was that he soon lost his serious
impressions, and remained u_nconverted. In
due time he graduated, studied law, and com-
menced practice in that profession. But his
life was a failure. He became a sceptic, ac-
quired a taste for intoxicating liquors, be-
came a drunkard, and his father and friends
had to support him and his family.

It might have been different. Had he re-
mained in college under the influence of that
revival, with many of his fellow-students,
hemight have become a Christian,consecrated
Tiis talent to Christ, and have been useful in
his service.—American Messenger.
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JACK.

Jack is a boy who loves to please. It is
hard for him {0 say “No,” but he d(:‘es saz
it when he cannot do right if he says “Yes.

One day Ned Jones came to l}{{lm’ ,and said,
e ’s learn to smoke.

(‘}‘OII‘TH(S,” ::ikd, .lI‘;tci'{, «not I! I hate ,Eo seea
nian str;oke, and it’s worse for a boy.

“Why ¢ said Ned.

“’Beause a boy ough
mouth and a sweat breath,

That’s true, Jack, and s0 ought a mqil,
but he will not if he learns to smoke while
heis a boy. Yes, it is worse to sce a boy
smoke than a man, for it shows what the
man will come to be !—Band of Hope Beview.
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FOURFOLD RESTORATION :
One day a Kaftir girl in South Africa went

to a missionary and dr%&pe(} four sixpences
into his hand, saying,  That s your money.

t to have a clean
» gaid Jack.

“I do,” she answered, “and I will tell you
how. At the public examination you pro-
mised a sixpence to any onein the class I
was in who would write the best specimen on
aslate. I gave in my slate and got the six-
pence ; but you did not know then that
another person wrote that specimen for me.
Yesterday you were reading in the church
about Zaccheus, who said, ‘ If I have taken
anything from any man by false gccusation,
I restore him fourfold.” I took from you
one sixpence, and I bring y<u back four.”’—

Word and Work.

NOTICE.

Subscribers to this paper will find the
date their subscription terminates printed
after the name. Those whose subscriptions
expire at the end of the present month will
please have the remittances mailed in time.

Fr———r
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN
UNITED STATES.

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the International
Post Office orders at their Post Office, can

et instead a Post Office order, Yayab]e at
%ouse’s Point, N.Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and

subscribers.
uht o : .

{THE CLUB RaTES for the “ MESSENGER,”
when sent to one address, are as follows :—
1 copy, 30c ; 10 copies, $2.50 ; 25 copies, 6 ;
50 copies, $11.50; 100 copies, $22; 1,000
copies, $200. JouN DouvaaLr & Sox, Pab-
lishers, Montreal.

ﬁMommﬂAL Darny Wrrness $3.00 a year,

post-paid. g -
» MONTREAL -WEERKLY Wirness, $1.10 a
year, post-paid. “*
y Joun Dovaarr & Sow,
Publishers, Montveal, Q.

WANTE“ an AGENT in everv township
to canvass for our new book,
“ Unecle Tom's Story of His Life,” the heroofl |
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, only $1.25. Clirculars |
giving full particulars on application, |

SCHUYLER, SMITH & CO., London, Ont.

EPPS’S COCOA.
GRATEFUL ANB COMFORTING.

“ By a thorough knowledgfe of the natural
laws which govern the operalions of digestion
and nutrition, and by a careful ggpllcanon of
the fine properties of well-selected Cocoa, Mr.
Epps has provided our breakfast tables with a
delicately flavored beverage which may save
us many heavy doctor’s bills, Itis by tbe judi-
efons use of such articles of dietthat a consti-
tution may be gradually built up until strong
enough to resist every tendeuncy to disease,
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating
around us ready to attack wherever there is a
weak point. e may escape many a fatal shaft
by keeping ourselves well fortified with pure
blood and & properly nourished frame.”—Cipil
Service Gazelte.—Sold only in Packets labelled—
“JAMES EPPS & C0O., Homepathie Chemists,
London, Eng.”—Also makers of Epps’s Choco-
late Essence for afternoon use,

NEW YORK WITNESS PUBLICATIONS

NEW YORK WEEKLY WITNESS:

Single copy 4e, or $1.50a year, or eight months
for a dollar. Club of five for a year, $6; Club
of eleven for a year, $12 if sent without any
diminution, The WITNESS is almost the only
paper that reports the progress of the INDEPEN-
DENT CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Nore.—As aspecial effort to double the Wir-
NESS subseription list, we offer the })rlvilege to
each present subscriber when renewing his own
copy to order another for a new subseriber, and
both will be sent separately for a year for $2.
Any old friend of the WiTNESS can have the
same privilege,

i 5 SABBATH READING

weekly eight-page religious paper, 1¢ a copy,
or blc a year. Parcels of o%e hu%dl:gd for 750por
twenty-five for 20¢, will be sent as sam fes.
either all of one number, or assorted, is
paper has more choice reading matter for the
money than any other we Kknow.

5. kly Gt;lug OF POETRY :
weel eight-page paper, filled with the
cholcest Poetr{v We can se eclﬁ a copy, or 75¢ a
year. A club of thresfor $2, or ten for $6. The first,
volume, extending from 1st June to end of 1880,
51 numbers, will be sent for 40c, and any one
who subseribed for the first six numbers or more
can have the whole volume by remitting the
difference between what he formerly paid and
40 cents,

All the above prices include postage, and
sample coples will be sent free on application,

JOHN DOUGALL & €O,
No. 7 Frankfort st., New York.

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and published
on the 1st and 15th of every month, at Nos. 35 and
37 Bonaventure street, Montreal, by John Dongall
& Son, composed of John Do 11, of New Yor

“You don’t owe me anyt ing,” replied
the teacher. 2

and John Red, 1 . D. Do
o n path Dougall and J. D ugall, o




