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minor gods and goddesses are ail but innumerable. Heavenly
bodies, various p)roductionls of the èarth, beneficent rivers, the
mysterious wind, the cioud-capped mountain, the spreading
banyan, the sacred ox, the gamboiing monkey, tlie noxious reptile,
stocks and stones, mean and miscellaneous things, fair or foui,
angel or demon, throuo-h hope or

on the opposite bank, and gettiug back to tlie starting-point at
the end of six years!"

Whcn neariv the whoie of India and Ceylon -%as broughit under
British mile, a briSghter day dawned upon the country than it hiad
ever seen het'ore. With ail its fa,.ults;, the British Government of

throughi fear, find a place in the
pantheon. The Hindu makes
to himiseif graven images, the
iikeness of anything in heaven
above, or in the earth beneath,
or in trie waters under the
e.arth, and bows down to thern
and worships thein.

«India is the ]and of pl-
grimages. Lt has numerous
cities and shrines and streams
1,f reputed sanctitv; and for
the sake of penance, ablution
or some ceremor.ial observance,
multitudes of people are per-
petually on the move. At the
annual festivals, in honour of
popular idois, thousands of pil-
grims throng to, the temple ser-
vice. Many of these are weary
wanderers after rest. Waters
of sacred rivers are rega rded

aseficaclous for the cleansing
of moral pollution; and, as tlie
most magnificent river, the
Ganges, is thought to, be spe-
ciaily potent for the purifying
of the soul. As a ineans of
salvation, or for the accumula-
tion of menit, a Hindu achieves
immense feats of devotion.
Think of a pilgrrinm, starting
froni the source of the Ganges,
niea«,suring the saine distance
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traversing tlue river to its ioutlî,


