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TEM RESPONSIBILMT 0F MA-
SONIO OFFICERS.

Office lu the Craft le u~nlike office
in any other organization under the
sunL lin state ana Church, lu socie-
ties, civil, religious and beneficial, it
le true that the.office-holder je alwaye
a pereonage of importance, but there
le tha.t lu Masonie office which dis-
itinguishes it from, and lits it above,
ail othere. Tbere ie a dlgnlty about
it, an authority, a responsibiity, a
power, 'which render it incomparable
'wlth- any lower or lesser station.
Whether you talie the Mastership of a

Lodge, or Vhe Grand Mastership of
the Grand Lodge, the office le unique.
A pure democracy lu its essential
ciaracter and features, the Masonia
Praternity je presided over by a prac-
ticaà1y absolute sovereign, whose wml
ie restralued only by the LandImarks
and Constitutions of the Cra.ft. Hie
muet ses to iV that the anclent usages
.and customs be pressrved lu ail their
intsgrity. fiers arises the higlist
responsibllity of Majonic office. lit le
a trust, it is not for pereonal aggran-
dizement, but for the we1iare of the
Brothsrhood. lIt le nota acomnpimsnt,
but a sacred charge. It le somethlug
that le noV to be eought, nor to be
rcfnssd. The idea of slsctionssring
for Masonic office le abhorentr-to its
very nature. lIt ie a giit, noV a pur-
chase, a moral and lutellectual trea-
sure, noV mercliandize. The botter
any Brother cailed to ài a supreme
Mazonic station appreciates ail Vhs,
the botter officer he becomes, and the
more the Fraternýity prospere under
hie ride.

Freemasonry lias no low aime, but
ail of its pincips tend Vo exalt the
ILiglier nature lu ite initiates, and
render it dominant. IV dietinctjy
reognizes the Creator of our bodies
ana spirits as Vhe Grand Architeot of
the Univere, and it Veaches every'
supreme officer lu the Onit, be lie
Worehipful Master or Grea Master,
-that hli l a subordinate arcbtect-a

discipiq of the Supreme Architect,.
and himself sUpreme nL b~is epecia!
sphere. n1e is a rier ana a jddge
entrusted with power and. authority-
which liken hlm lu some measure at
least, to the Fatlier of us ail, and it
1is this sense of fatherhoqd over the
Brotherhood whieh should pe«rvade.
the mind, control the ivili, and dmg-
nify the action of e'very rider in Free.
masonry. fie responsibility le am
absolute'as bis authority.

This responsibility.le manifold, be-
ing co-ordinate wlth duty.' A Master
of a Lodge, priinarily, le responsible
for good work. Hie should be the

fir&st among hie equale," superior te.
ail of his officers lu ability, ana able,
willlug ana anxioue to surpass ail of
hispredeceesors. The bfasonic officer
who ie "eIlothful in business," slovenly
lu work, ambitious only to end hiff
year of officiai ie, ana receive a
Jewel-fo r doing nothing! such an
officer deserves to have a perpetual
seat on the floor. Hie je -a figure-
head, a shadow, a delusion and a
smare. But the Master wlio ie worthy
of the name, and the honors whick
accompany it, becomes master of the
Work, master of himself, and Master
of the Lodge. H1e obtains the trme
'work; he rendors it .witL effect-not
as an automiaton, or a suit of Pretty
Poi, but as a man and a Mason whe
knowe wliat lie le about, who iff
anxiones to muake a due impression,
and determined, that the reputationr
of Ereemasonry shail be untarnlehed-
while he le responsible for it as a
presiing officer.

The Master le responsible for the
punctual and regular attendance, of
himseli and officers at the meetingar
of hie" Lodge. Hie le an example,
and they are exariplee. If lie or tliey
negl,,eet their duties, very many other
Brethien wii likewlee do Bo, and the
Lodge will become a ehadow. Ammd.
it le always hie duty to actlvely pro-
piote harmony and Brotherly Love.
H1e le the representative of no clas.S,
but of the entire membership. HOe la
the visible cernent that unnites the=~
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