
.U-o muaIs poker in the smoking room, and bas
I&t a pile or money-more, I imagine, -than hc

en well afford."

f"That's what's the trouble witb hum, is it ?
Wcll, bie ought ta know better than ta play for
bigger stakes than hc can afford ta lose."

* "oh, it's easy ta say that ; but he's in the
* ~nds of a swintiler, of a profecasional gambler.
Yýou sec that mian?" li-e lowered bis v.jice as
fie spokec, and 1 looketi in the direction of bis
glancc. By this lime we knew, in away, every-

* oày on booard the ship. The p-.niiculai mani

Smitb pointet out iras a fcllow I hati noticed -a

_g. ondi deal, wbo was vcry quiet aridièntlemanIy,

* Iint!rfering witb nobody, and talki 'ng with, fcw.
1 bad spoken to hlm once, buthle bati answvereti
vecry sh rtly, a-id, apparentiy ta luis relief, anti
c'ertainly ta my own, oùr :icquaintance ceased

whvlere it began. IIe'bati jet black beard and

kir, both rather closcly, clippeti ; ant ibe %vat
a fore-and-aft cap, wbicb ocrer iînproves a
isan's appecarance very:.nuçh.

~ That man," continueti Smith, as bie pa-sseti

us, s, was Dractically under arrest for garnbling
on the steamer In irhicb I came over. It scems
1that he*is-a regular -professional gambier, irbo

1 î des nothing but go across the ocean and back
1Agaîn, flcecing young féllows like Storm..
1] do belicve yonsig Sturin bas lost nearly ai bis

'5 money ta hins."
~ Can't lie bc madie ta àisgoýge ?'

IHow?> The money bas been won faitly

enougb, as that sort of tbing goes. Other fiel-
low.s have playeti with thein. It isn't as il hc

'hacl been caugbt chcating-he basn't, and won't
ý-be lie doesn't chet-he doesn't neeti ta, as
-Isaîi before. Now tbat gamblc r pretends ta

bea commercial traveler from B3uffalo. I know
Bufllo dlowvn ta the ground, san 1 tok hlm a.

side yesterday anti sait plumpiy ta him, ' What
P firm in Bluffalo do you represcnt ?' lie answer-

ýedsbortly that bis business wis bis own affair.
Isaiti, « Certainly it is, anti yot are quite right

i'n keping it tark. '%Vhcn IL was coming over
"r ourope, I saw a trian in your line oi bu mness

2who lookcd vcry much like you, practically put
~udrarrest by the purser for gimbling. You

.were t ravcllii-g for a St. Louis bouse then."
' What titi bc say ta that ?

-Y~ Niothing; hc just gave me ane of those sly,
.esnster looks ai bis, ýurncd on bis becl, anti

NiThe result af ibis conversation was; the inau-
~uraton of the Society for the Reforming af a
'poker Player.

Next marning, I took young Storm'saras andi
srleltwa or thice turns up and down the

ukcl, but ail the white I caulti not net up cour-
".'sgc enough ta speak witb hum in relation ta
algambling. Wbcn bc léft me, 1 again tbought

*-ver the matter. I concludet ta go into, the
mongruom myscif, sit dlown besidc him, sec

!bm iose saine money, anti use that fact as a
*.e~xt faor my coming tiscourseto hum on tIse cruls

:,?gambling. After luncheor! I trallie ia the
simoking zaom, anti therc sat this dlark,.fatced
s -ua with bis half-clo-ed eycs opposite young

"eStorm, white two others matie up tbc f.,ur.band.
-lm g -nea Cpkr.

*THIB 7NT1IDOT?

Storm's face was very pale, andi his lips sein-
cd dry, for lie moistened ilieni cvery tiow andi
then as the. gaine went on. lic was sitt ing on
the sofa, andi I sat dlown b.aside 1dm, payiîîg no
beeti to, the dýrk gambltr's look of annoyance.
1 iowever, the allcgcd Bluffalo m.n said nothing,
for he %vas not a person who titi unuch talking.
Stoà... naid no attention tu nie as 1 sat clown
beside bim. The gamblêr hatiJust dealt. It
was very interesting tu s e tbe way he looketi at
his hanti. lUc rllowed mnerely the etiges of the
cards.to show ovCî each other, and then closeti
qp bis hanq arnd sciee to know just what he
had. When young Storm lookcd at bis hanti
begnave à i ori of gasp, ntifor the Irst time
Cast bis êyes upon me. -I hati scen his hanti,
but did not know wfiethetiî was a gond one or
na.. I imagineti it was not vcry goot, because
ail the carcis wvere of a low denomination.
Threcs or fours 1 tbink, but four of the cards
liad a like number of spots. Thcre was surve
money in the centre of the table. Storrn push-
cd a half.crown in front oibim, and thc next
man dit i he saine. The gambler put dlown a
half-soverciga, nti the ýmari at bis Ici:, afier a
mnent's hesitation, shoveti out an cqual
amount froin the pile of goid in front of hum.

Young Sîormn pushed out a sovercign.

««I'm out," saiti the mari whose next bet it
was, throwing do'ývn Ilis cards.

The gambler raiscd ii a sovereiga, and the
man at his leit tiroppeti out. It now rested be-
tween Storm and the gambler. Stormn increas-
the bet a savereign. The gamtbler thcn put on
a fLve.pounti note.

Stormn sait int me huskiiy, "«hIave you any
tnoney ?"

"Ves," I answercti hum.
"Lenti me five pountis if yau can."

Naw, the object of my bcing ihere iras ta stop
gimbling, rot ta encourage it. 1 was the pre-
siulent pro f.n. of the Society for the Rcfurma-
lion o! Polker Ptayers, yet I dived lut - my pock-
et, pulîcti out iny puise under the table and
slipped a ive.pount note into bis banti. le
put that on the table as if hie bat just taken it
froin bis own pccket.

<I eall you," he saiti.
W~h2t bave you got?" askcti the gambler

'Four four," said Stormn, putting clown bis
hanti.

The gambler closed up bis and thrcw the
cards aver to the man who was ta eai. Stormn
pauseti a moment, and then pulled tawards hlm
thc money in the centre of theîtableand h2ned
me my ive-pound note.

W%ýhLn the cartis were ncxt dcalt, Stormn scem-
cd ta bave rather an ortiinary bandi, sa apparent
ly hati ail the Test, and tbere m-as not much
mone> in tbe Ililc. But, poor as Storm's hanti
was, the rc*-î appeareti ta bc pocrer, and hc
raketi in the cash. This ivent on for twa t.r
thrc deats, anti'finling that, asStorrn was win-
ning ail thet ime, although not heavily, 1 m-as
flot getting an ohject leus n against gambling, I
matie a mnove Io go.

" Stay wherc you arc," 'rhispercdl Stormn ta
me, pinching my knc with his hanti so bard
that 1 almost çri.d out.

Then it came ta the gambler's turn ta deat
again. AUl tht turne be de[îly shuiffleti tîtecards
lié watcbcd the players with that furtive glance
of bis froin out bis half-shut eyes.

Storrn's bandi ias a remarkable une, after he
nad'draîvuitwa cards, but I did flot know îvbet-
ber it bat an>' special vilue or -lot. The othe:r
p layers drew thrc cards eacb, and the gambler
took mne.

" hlow much moncy have you got ?" irbisper-
cd Storm ta me.

"'I tion't knoii,' I sait, 1' perhaps a hundrtd
pountls."

" Dc prepared ta lend me cer>i penry af it,"
he wbispered.

I sait nothing; but I neyer kncw the presi-
dent o! a society for the suppression af gamb-
ing ta bc in sucb a preticament.

Storm bet a avereign. The player tabis left
tbrcw clown lus hanti. The gambler pushet
out two sovcreigns. The other pla)cr went
ont.

Storms said, «I1 ser vnur bet, anti raise you
another sovereign." 'Ilie gambler, without say-
ing a word, shovet forward snme more gold.

««Get your maney reatiy," îvhispecd Stormn
ta: Me.

1 lit flot quite lil:e bis tane, but I matie ai.
lawance for the excitement under wbicb bie ivas
cvitiently laboring.

lie tbrcw on a five.pound note. The gain.
bler put dlown another rive.pound note, andl
then, as if it wce the mlightest thing possible,
put a tcn-paund note on top of that, whicb
made the site players s-'usp. Stormn had woni
sufficient ta caver the bet andti aise il. Afier
that I had ta féee in ta hlm fivc.pounti notes,
keeping count ai their number on my fingers as
I dit su. The flrst ta begin ta hesitate about
putting money Eorwart iras the gambîci. lie
shot a glance noir anti ngain from untier*his cyt..
brus at the young man opposite. Finally,
iv'nen my last five.pountl noie hati been thrown
on the pile, the g.umbler spokie L. r tbe first turne.

"I caîl you," hc sait.
"Put taira another flve.puunti note," crieti

the yaung man.
"I1 have calieti you," saiti ihe gambler.
Hecnry Stormn hall rose froin bis seat in bis

eqlciîemcnt. " Put clown anoiber flvt.pound
note, if you dtiae"

«"That isa'î poker," saiti the gambîci. "« I
bave calietiyau. W~hat haveyougati"

«<'Put clown anoîher rlve.pounti note, anti l'il
put a ten.pount note an top ai it."

«« I say tbat isn't poker. Voit have been
calieti. WVhat have you got ?"

" Fil bet you twenty pountisagainstyour five-
pounti note, if you dte put it ctown."

hly ihis turne Stormn was standing up, quivCrirîg
ivitb excitement, bis cards îightiy clenclîcti la
bis bant. Tht garnit r sat opposite hin calîn
anti impertuîrbable.

«'What have yau got il' satit Stormn.
'«<1 calicti you," saiti the gamblet, "show

your hant."
«'<Ves ; but wben I calicti y u, yonasc me

svhat I bat, anti I toit you. ~'%h-.t batve ju
got ?'


