H E committee, conflilling of Mr, Duans, Mr.

Perers, Mr. Carrol, Mr. Hawkins aud Mr. Lee,

to whom were referred a report on Indian uf-

fairs, read in Cangrefs on the 211t of April lafts
a lecter from peneral Schuyler, one of the commioners
of Indian affairs for the northern diftrict, dated the 11th
of Auguft laft, with meflages 10 and from certain hoflile
Iadians on the fubject of peace ; aletter dared the fame
day, from Ebenezer Allen, employed to affift Mr. Buil,
a meflenger fent by the board of war by arder of Congrefs,
to annnunce the ceilation of hoftilities to the Indians in
tie weftern country ; a report from the board of war, da.
ted the 19th of Auguft, sccompanying a narrative of
Ephraimn Douglafs, an other me flengerto the Indian tribes,
with fundry euclofures; a letter from the commander in
chief, with inftructions accompanying the fame; extract
of a letter to the commander in chief from general Hal=
diman, commandirg for his Britannic majefly in Canada,
dated the 12th of Augnft; a letzer from the commander
in chief, dated the 26th of Aungnit, and its enclofares,
and a fe-ter from brigadier general Irwine, dated 1he
34 of September iuflant; fubmit the following detail of
facis and refolutions :—

That your committee have attentively confidered the
feveral papess referred to them, and have conferred there.
on with the commander in chief,

That thisreport will be confined to Indian affairs in the
northern and middie departmezns as they are defined by
the act of Congrefs of the 1ath day of July, 1775,
and to the fettlement of the weltern country ; thete
fubjects, in the opinion of your ccmmittee, being jnfe-
perably conne&ed : and your committee not being poffeil-
ed of materials which enable them to extend their views
to the fouthern diftrit. Thacit is reprefenied, andyour
committee belicve wiih truth, that although the hoflile
tribes of Indian: in the northern and weitern departinents
are ferioufly difpofed to a pacification; yet they are not
in a temper to relinquilh their territorial claims without
turther ftrugples,

That if anIndian war fhould be re-kindled, repeated
victories might produce the retieat of the Indians, but
could not prevent them from regaining poficilion of fome
part of the diftant and extenfive territories which apper-
1ain to the United States : that whiie {uch temporary ex-
pulfions could only be effeéted at a great charge, they
could not be improved to the fmallett advantage, but by
maintaining numerous garrifons and an expenfive peace-
eltablilbment., That evenif all the northern and wefl-

ern tribes of Indians inhabiting the territoriesof the Uni-
ted States, conld be totaliy expelled, the policy of redu-
cing them to fuch an extremity is deemed ro be queftion-
able ; forin fuch an event, it is obvious that they would

find a welcome receprion from the Britifh government in
Canada, which by fo great an acceflion of ftrength would
become formidable in cafe of any future rupture : and in
Peace, by keeping alive the refentment of the Indians
for the Jofs of their country, would fecure to its own fub-
Jecis the entire benefit of the fur-trade.

That although motives of policy, as well as clemency,
ought to incline Congrefs to liften to the prayers of ihe
hoftile Indians for peace, yet in thg opiniun ot your com-
mittee it is jult and neceffary that lines of property fhould
be afcertained and eftablithed between the United States
and them,which will be convenient to the refpective tribes,
andcommenfurate to the public wants: becaufe the faith of
the Uniied Srares ftands pledged to grant portions of the
walte and urcoltivated lands as a boun:y to their army,
aud in reward of their courage and fidelity + and the pub-
ic finances do not admit of any confidzgable expenditure
to extinguifn the Indian claims upon fuch lands : becaufe
ir is become neceflary, by the encreafe of domefljc popu.
Ja‘ion, an: emigrations from abroad, to make fpeedy pre-
vifion fur extending the fettlement of the territories of
the United States; and becaufe the public creditors have
been led to believe, and have a right to exped, that thofe
territories will be fpeedily improved into ‘n fund towasds
the {ecurity and payment of the national deb:. .

Norin the opinion of your commijttee can the Indians
them(elves hiave any reafonable objection againft the efta-
blilhment recommended- They were, as fome of them
acknowledge, aggreflors in the war, without even a pre.
tence of provocation, they vioiated the convention of neu-
trality made with Congrefs at Atbany, in1775; and in
return for profered protection and liberal fupnlies; and
to the utter ruin and impoverifhment of thoufands of fa.
milies, they wantonly defolated ourvillages and fettle-
ments, and deftroyed our citizens.

To {top the progrefs of their outrages, the war, at a
vaft expence to the United States, was carried into their
own country, which they abandoned in difmay. Waving
then the right of conqueft, and the various precedents
which might be quoted in fimilar inftances, a bare recol-
Jection of the facts is fufficient to manifelt the obligation
they are under to make atonement for the enormities
which they have perpetrated, and a reafonable compenfa.-
tion for the expences which the United States have in.
curred by their wanton barbarity ; and they poffefs no o-
ther means to do this 2a& of juftice than by a compliance
with the propofed boundaries.

Your committee are of opinion, that in the negociation
which they fhall recommend, care ought to be taken nei-
ther 10 yield nor require 100 much, to accommodare the
Indiansas far as the public good will admit; and if they
fhould appear to be diflatisfied at the lines which it may
be found neceflary to eftablith, rather to give them fome
compenfation for their claims, than to hazard a war
which will be much more expenfive: but it is fuppofed

that when they ihall be informed of the eftimates of the
damages which our citizens have fuftained by their e-
ruptions, and of the expences which the United States
bave incurred to check their career, it will have a ten-
dency to fupprefs any extravagant demands,

Your committee trom thefe confiderations propofe that
a convention (hall be'held with the Indians re(iding in
the northern difirict and_ the weftern difiri& who have
taken up arms againft the United States, for the pur.
poles of receiving them into the favour and protection of
the Unite:l States, and of eftablithing boundary lines of pro.
perty for feperating and dividing the fettlements of the
citizens from the Indizn villages and honting grounds ;
and thereby extinguifhing as far as poflible, all occafion
for furure animofities, dilquiet and contenticng and that,

Firf, And as a preliminary, it fhall be required that
all prifoners of whatever age or fex among thele Indians
fh11l be delivered up.

Secondly, That the Indians be informed, that after a
contelt of eight years for the fovereignty of this country,
Creat-Britain has ceded all the lands to the United States
within the limirs defcribed by the article of the
provifional treary, to wit.

Tkirdly, That as the Indians, notwithftanding a fo.
lemn treaty of neutrality with Congrefs, atthe com-
mencement of the war,—Noiwithiianding all the advice
and admonition which could be given them during irg
profecurian, could not be reftrained from acts of holtili.
tvand wanton devaftation, but were determined to
Join their arms to thofe of Great.Britain and to fhare thejr
fortunes, fo confequently, with a lefs generous people than
Americans, they would be made to fhare the fame fate
and be compelled to retire with them beyond the Lakes.
But as we prefer clemency to rigor, as we perfuade our.
felves thattheir eyes are open to their error, and that
they have found by fatal experience, that their true jn.
tereft and fafety muft depend upon our friendthip, as the
country is large enough to contain and fupport us all,
and as we are difpofed to be kind to them, to fupply their
wants, and to partake of their trade; we from thefe
confiderations, and from motives of compaflion, draw a
veil over what is pafled ; and will eftablifh a bouudary
line between them and us, keyond which we will endeq-
vour to reflrain our citizens from hunting and fetiling ;
and within which they fhall not come but for the purpofes
of trading, treating or other bufizefs equally unexcepti-
onable.

Fourthly, That the following line or lines fhall be mu=
tually agreed upon and eftablithed between the Unijted
States and the feveral tribes of Indians who fhall be af.
fected thereby, or lines as nearly correfpondent thereto
as tae Indians can be prevailed upon to adopt and approve
of, thatis to fay,

Fifthls, That the commifioners for the northern and
weltern diftricts fhall be inftructed to unite together in
bolding one convention with the Indians inhabiting the
diftri&ts aforefaid, and their allics and dependents {or
the purpofes aforefaid : and only o yield 1o feperate
conventions in cafe of inevitable neceflity.

Sixthly, And whereas the Oneida and Tulearora tribes
Liave adliered to the caufe of America, and joined her
arms in the courfe of the late war; and Congrefs have
frequently affured them of peculiar marks of tavour and
friendthip; the fad commillioners are therefore initruce_
ed to take particular care to diftinguith the lands claim_
ed 23 the inheritance of thofe tribes, to have them afcer.
tained, and enter into flivulations, that they fhall be re-
ferved for the fole ufe and benefir of thofe tribes until
they thall think it for their own advantage to difpofe of
the fame: Vrovided, that if thofe trilies fhall voluniariiy
agree to exchange their prefent claims for a diftrict more
remote from the fettlements of our citizens, and fach ex.
chaoge fhall not be deemed difadvantageous by the tlate
claiming the jurifdiction, it fhall be Jawfcl for the co:n-

miflioners to ratify fuch excharge for the better fecurity
of L3 {asll Indsane »

Seventhly, And whereas the leg’flature of the flate of
New.York have granted lands at Onondaga and
Cayugato certain officess and privates in the fervice of
the United States, not only as Lounties for recruiting
and inlifting : bat to ‘appeafe the difconten:s wihichpre._
vailed for want of theit pay, and asa reward {or theip
meritorious fervices: the faid com:miflioners are ther=_
forefurther inftruéied to take care as faras will be cen.
filtent with the public peace, that in the eftablifiment
of the propofed lines the faid military grants be not pre-
judiced or impeached: but if it fhall appear that the
perfiiting in fuch grants and appropriations may fo far
irritate the Indians as to expofe thefe United States to the
dangers and calamities of ap Indian war: that then it
will be propar for the commiffioners to report the diffi-
calties which fhail fo occur in their negaciation to the
legillature of the flateof New-York; and in fuch eafe it
is earneftiy recommerded to the Jegiflature of the flate
of New-York to revife the laws by which fuch appropii-
ations have been made, fo asto prevent the ca'umitics
of a new rupture with the Indians.

Eightbly, Thatthe fuperintendant of finzance e direct-
ed to furnifh fuch quantity of coarfe goods, partaf thofe
belonging to the United States, as fhall be necefiary s
prefents to the Indians at the propofed ncgociation : and
thatthe commiflioners lay before Congrefs efimates of
the quantities of cloathing and other ariicles which witl
be requifite tor the purpofes aferefaid, tothe end, that
Congrefs may give the necetlary orders for the deii Sery of
fuch articles as are op fand, and for providing fuch a3
may not be in the public magszines.




