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The vear ‘Wwhich will shortly close
has had some featureS“that will make
it memorable. Perhaps the mosl_‘.;
notable of them has been the unusual
number of disturbances in the earth’s
crust. During the last century there
have been on several occasions more
violent seismic movements than those
which destroyed San Francisco and
valparaiso, but in the frequency of
-arthquakes of a severe character ‘and
in the violence of woleanic eruptions
1006 stands out conspicuously. During
i1e carly part of the year a series of
<liocks occurred and & number of vio=
1ent eruptions, which seemed to indi-
te that the, earth was passing
rough a period of great disturbance,
~«pecially affecting a belt extending all
around the 'globe: There is: reason
{n believe : that " the
offects of this were not obsarvable,
wing to the fact that the disturb-
ances occurred beneath the ocean, al-
‘nough the upheaval of several istandg
near the Aleutian group illustrated the
(remendous nature of the forces at

work.

Speaking in a general way, the year
has been one of international peace.
There have been a. few small border
troubles, where civilization has come
into contact with barbarism, but so
rar as nations were concerned there
have been no events tending to create
even slight uneasiness.’ "The nearest
approach to it was the dispute arising
aver the affairs of Moroeeco, which were
readily disposed of, and more recently
the affairs of Japanese school children,
which President Roosevelt has been
able, apparently, to settle in a manner
that will give satisfaction to all con-~
cerned. i

But while there have beén no wars,
there has been much unrest. Passing
reference only need be made to condi-
tions in Russia.. If one ‘may judge
from the death roll, Russia has been
in a state of civil war. The rebels
may not have been organized, and
their resistance to constituted author-
itv may have been desultory and
without system, but a .political condi-
tion which has called for the sacrifice
of thousands of livés f{s not easily
distinguishable from revolution. . We
think that 1906 will go down into his-
tory zs the year in which the Russian
populace made their final preparations
struggle for ' freedom. - France
has during the wear taken“steps which
will bring about a period of _great

trial _gnd me%xm“ )
attitude - of . the “ghwver it . tor

the church, . st d

the Révélution: ¢

further in the denunciat

anity than have~the apparently sane
members = constituting  the ' French
ministrys -~ With-.all -its apparent friv-
olitv. France has a strong religious
sentiment, and®™¥it is not impossible
that tite republic may find the church
a rock upon which it will meet with
shipwreck. ' Thel Bonapartists are of
strong religious bias, and ‘they may
find their opportunity jin the contro-
versy that has been' prect}pltat'ed. So
far as Germany 18 concerned, the year
has not been very eventful, except in
South Africa, where the rébels have
proved rather 400 much ‘for the
Kaiser's soldiers. ~ Spain has mbade
steady progress towards . improved
conditions. The promise of 1806 to
that lately ‘distracted and dishonored
country is of peace, prosperity and &
restoration of its!lost prestige. Noth-
ing specially notable has occurred in
connection with the political history of
any of the other powers otCon!,inental
Europe, except .Norway, which has
once more entered the family of inde-
pendent nations. i )

for a

The year has been a quiet one in
Africa, so far as surface indications
show. There are rumblings beneaths
the surface that are’ominous, but they
may only be a repetition of what has
frequently happened in the past with-
out any serious consequences ensuing:
The most important event ‘is the ter-
mination of the personal ownership by
King Leopold of "Belgium of the
Congo- Free State, an event not yet
fully consummated, but 'yet so far ad-
vanced that it may be set down to
the credit of the sy eSS

In Asia the year has been marked
by changes. The people of India have
exhibited an aetivity in the direction
of self-government that has been an-
ticipatedby: very few people. Long
vears of peace and a general improve-
ment in the education and material
condition of the- people ‘have. had the
not unnatural effect of developing &
new spirit among the natives of the
country. A great many things, none
of them of a very serious character,
but not on that account any the less
significant, have' oecturred’ during the
vear now closing to show that & ver&'
grave problem is shaping itself for
solution in India,-one that will tax the
best  statesmanship..that the British
empire can produce. The day  has
passed when India‘ can be 'held by
force alone.  This is one of the les-
sons of the past twelvemonth; and as
control of that country mieans
nuch for the peace of the world, the
value of this lesson cannot: well. be
over-estimated. In Japan the year
as been one of rest and recuperation;
but no one supposes that the rest will
be permanent.. Japan:believes herself
to have a mission, and if she has not
been aggressive during 1906 it is solely
because she is not ready. = Im China
we have seen twelve months of prog-
ress.

the

most powerful

The great Giant of the Orient
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asking what would happen when this
gvent took place. It has taken place,
Pérhaps the best single ‘illustration of
it is afforded by the opium trade. .. A
little more than half & century ago the
British ‘government’ demanded . that

the last half century. men . haye been

‘China should open its ports to this/

traffic, and the helpléss nation had to
submit ' to terms dietated _to her.
Lately her government has declared
that the trade :must’ cease, and . the
whole world respects the declaration.
But China has dome more. than this.
Her army has been modernized. The
Chinese have learned that to secure
international respect it is necessary.to
be strong and that there is little mercy
shown to the weak and they have ;hown
us in a peaceful way this' year what
their prowess is likely to be, when they
are fully ready to stand <gide -by side
with their smaller but vigorous neigh-
bor.  'We need no longer talk of the fu-
ture awakening of China.. That event
took place in 1906. AT

In South America there has been
little of moment to chronicle, -as. far
as international matters are coneerned.
It is too soon to say'what will be the
result ofthe overtures for closer inter-
course extended to the southern repub-
lics by - the United States. . In the
United States the year has mnot been
marked by anything specially con-
splcuous, except . the . disclosures in
connection with the insurance com-
panies and the  proceedings against
eertain trusts .and wmonopolies. We

4 think that perhaps the special feature

of the vear, as far as that country.is
concerned, 4is the crystallization into
concrete action of a sentiment that
has long been ‘growing,-and which re-
gards the heaping up of enormous for-
tunes as a_ menace to the general wel-
fare. The peoplé have " been . very
prosperous ‘as-a ‘rule, but théy never
before have appreciated, as - recent
events show that they now appreciate,
the ngcessity of taking steps to protect
themselves -against enemies- within
their borders.” Never before did the
American people appreciate as they
ndv do how true it is that “eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty.”

Turning.to our ownempire, we have
to chronicle a year of progress and
prosperity, perhaps. the most prosper-
ous yedr that the ‘empire has ever ex-
perienced from a  business point of
view, ' a year in -~ ‘which  Brit
ish prestige stood ;- higher.” than
ever ih ‘its “history. The trade of the
MothersCountry. neves:avas ‘as gkeat,
and Britain Beyond. thd. Seas” hay én-
joiyed  tha!'same ‘happyvoondition. :»In
the United Kingdom itself events. seem
to be shaping themselves: for:important
ohanges.. During, thé yedr the educa-

tiénalv_g,uestl.on as Trespects Englang]

has reached a crisis, and this is likely
of itself to make 1906 ‘conspicuous: in
the history of the country. In:Canada
it has been a good year; a ‘year full of
promise, a year of great accomplish-
ment. There is no doubt whatever
that 1906 has been the best. in all the
history of the Dominion, and what is
true of Canada ag‘a _whole is. especi-
ally true of . British Columbia. and of
Victoria. Looking ~'back over the
twelvemonth, while there arg some
things that we all might wish to see
expunged, ‘the people of Victoria. on
the whole can regard 1906 with satis-
faction. In many respects it has been
a beantiful year. Nature seems to
have done her best for us. ‘And we
seem to have done well for ourselves.
THere is to be a new Victoria, and we
whl all remember in the days that are
to come that its foundations were laid
in 1906.

We will take leave of the old year
with regret. With all the shakings
and disturbances to which old Mother
Earth has treated.us, with all the dis-
asters by sea and land that have made
so many people mourn, it has been' on
the whole a good ome, & very good one.
In this city especially we shall all be
very glad if its successor leaves behind
it as excellent & icgrd.

MYTHS.

To say that a thing is a' myth is in
the opinion of many people to put it be-
yond the pale of serious consideration.
This was the pniversal idea not very
long ago, when very pious people_.insist-
ed that all myths-were the invention.of
the Father of Evil, and were promul-
gated by him for the express purpose of
deluding poor. humanity. To tell such
people that Satan himself was a myth
would be to invile denmunciation of the
deepest kind; in fact it was considered
as little short of impious to question the
existence of that personality or even to
deny that he had horns and’ at least one
cloven foot. In more recent years there
has been a change in this respect, and
now all thggbest educated people recog-
nize that mythology is well worth inves-
tigating, apd that beneath much chaff of
absurdity there are many sound graing
of truth. 3indeed, 1‘t is beginning to be
admitted, even by the most orthodox,
that, without allowing something for
mythology, theology weuld be at a loss
to give an intelligible gxplanation of a
great many things. ?

There.is a difference between tradition
and mythology. Tradition professes to
be actugl history, miore or less altered
in the process of being handed down
from -one generation to another, but
pevertheless real history dealing with
the human race as it exists today. All
peoples have theijr traditions, and gome
of them are not very old. Perhaps as
good n definition as any other of tradi-

as been thoroughly awakened. For
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tion is that it js history that has not
been carefully. preserved. -Mythology,
on the other hand, does notprofess to
f_fga‘l_; ‘with mankind “only, but with men
in_their relation, to the unseen forces of
the Universe, .An attempt Has been

made ta assign itS origin ‘to the long

observation by men of certain physical
‘?htnomeut, but this theory breaks down
' S0 many places that it can hardly be
seriously éntertained. *Certain ‘people,
who make claims to. scientific eminence,
are given to supposing that anything
may happen, ifionly sufficient time' is
allowed, but this is a most unscientific
propesition. Take.what are called “sun-
myths' for example. Nothing like tiiem
iigs éé‘_er been‘evolved so far as any one
koows,: and ‘the' suggestion that they
were developed.in by-gone .years. is 4
guess, pure and simple. Mankind has
been "pretty much *the same always, a
little more advanced in knowledge, and
refinement at one time than amnother,
but” there ‘Has mever been: any: essential
difference, ‘as far ‘ay‘ any’ oné has'‘a
right to say, and ther'etfore, just as noth-
ing in the nature of the evolution 4f sun-
myths is taking place now, there is no
reason for believing “that it ever: did
take :place.. et PR

Myths ‘are perhaps the retollection of
the ltuman race of a time long ante-
dating history or traditions. . There ;is
nothing:much more certain that st some
far distant date the world “was ‘subjéct
to 'a great cataclysm, which completely
altered: conditions under. which men liv-
ed. Ev_er‘y race, as far as its known;
has a tradition of such'an’event. ‘Some,
like the Jews and other Asiatic peo-
ples, refer to it as a flood.  The Indians
Speak of it as' the Great Winter. The
Norsemen call’it Ragnarok. We do mot
know just what it was like, but it was
something so tremendous that~it has left
its fnark upon mankind and influenced
the thought of the race’ throtgh un-
counted - centuries. - This . catastrophe
came upon a .world that was well popu-
lated. If the stories’of it are at allitrue,
it was a world that had made great pro-
gress .in the arts .of-civilizgtion. The
story: of Noah and ‘the :Ark, as told in
‘Genesis, is,’ when fully examined, seen
to be an-account of a, work done under
circumstances, which- necessarily imply
great skill and knowledge: .. All the other
traditions are much’to the”same effect:
1t is useless to deny. that’the catas:
trophe decirred; it is equally.- useless.to
deny the concfusion from the evidence
that, hefore it, Ioccur;éd,‘ a hight ;degl_‘ee
of rcivilization had heen :attained.  We
are inclined ‘to think: that mytharare -a
recollpction” of, ‘exénts fid¥ peeplé? who
lived : on" the: earth:-before - this. Fatas:
trophe.” . T this 48 ‘the-vase -they -are
worth studying. ~“The ‘g6ds ‘of ‘Grecian
mythology, those of the American abori-
gines, - those -of whose: deeds ;our own

forefathers sang in ‘the Bagas and other

literature of the North, wete ‘probably
real enough people, and the extraordi-
nary deeds-attributed-to.them are prob-
ably only a misconeeption of actual
facts. Let us illustrate what has just
been said-by a reference to something
close at hand. *There:is a tradition
among “the. Skagit 'Indians as'to their
origin. , They say..they were formed
frmo- the seaweed, which as'told in the
version translated by Morsé, an'indegat-
igable investigator .into the Jore of the
Siwash, clearly implies that they are a
race, wliose ancestors came from across
the sea.  These same Indians huve a
myth of Snoqualm which relates to a
time before the -tribe originated. and
deals with” a" huge' personality, *which
destroyed-.the sun,: meon and stars, agd
brought -devastation upon all mankind,
and curiously " enough in  this. story,
which _in its general outline closely re-
sembles the old Accadian:tale - that we
know as Jack and thée Beanstalk, there
is a reference to the descendants of the
sons of god and .the daughters of men,
just as 'we ‘find in the “Old* Testament
stories of antedeluyian days. Here we
have a concrete illustration- of .the whole
series:  The myth of the days before
the, origin® of the raceé; the tradition of
that origin, and later, still the  actual
history of the tribe. - For what reason
should ‘we draw & line anywhere in the
tale, and say that everything before a
certain indefinite time is all pure inven-
tion, the evolution of primitive- minds
from well known ‘physié¢al phénomena?
It seems..to us that in such | cases,
science beclouds a simple .record with a
16t of iseless theorizing: ‘What has been’
said of this particular, tribe is probably
true of people everywhere. Some of us
may have passed beyond ‘the stage ‘when
we take the trouble to preserve the
myths, ‘although we preserve the names
of ‘some of their heroes /in the days ‘of
the week and in other ways. Some of
us -have got so far-along that we deny
the usefulness of all' traditions.” But
after all our. progress, it is quite possible
that we .have been deceiving ourselyes
about ‘such things,- and ‘that the weird
staries, at which we langh, are in point
of ‘fact  the distorted . recollections of
days, ‘when the world was younger -and
petfer than it now is. .

O
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» CHARITY.

We haye spoken of Faith as the exer-
cise of a power of Hope as an evidence
of divinity ‘within us, and now ‘we come
to Charity. No one can ‘expect to im-
prove. upon wwhat the Apostle Paul has
snid -of this quality of “the human soul,
but ~ possibly = there ' may be some
thoughts in regard to it that may be.
worth expressing. As Faith seems to
deal with the occhlt, and Hope with the
future, so Charity. appeéars to. relate to
the present. It gives a.rule of conduct,

but is not itself & law. It has its influ-
| ence, but is.net.in itself .a force. It is
perhaps best described by the term
-above uséd; it 1s ‘a quality. Eyery one
knows that the avord itself is;not a very
satisfactory rendering of the Greek ex-
pression uged by Paul’ S Wyelif, in his
transfation of the New Testafuent in
olie:notable ingtance. uses the expression
“the Charite of 1God,”: where the trans-
lators of the accepted version employ the
ward “love,” and this is the gense in
which modern scholarship is disposed to
regard it. But it must not be forgot-
tep “that language has its limitations,
and that expressions do not convey the
same meaning:ta.all persons. Thus the
w‘ord “love” is usually taken to imply
action_,towrardﬂ_s ",ignqthrer, just: &s ‘_‘cEnr-
ity,"” as generally. used, conveys the idea
that a superior is -confefring something
upon an inferior; ‘the <distinction iay
npt_be social, but 'ﬂ"é}'e'_ 18 always a sug:
gestion of superiority, on the part of one;
who extends what ‘i~ ecalled charity to
another, whéthersig takes the shape of
assistance, or forbearance or whatever
rou;, like. We speak..of loving. another,
and we ‘mean: something very. different
from’ what ‘ié d6 when we say. God is
love. TLaye.is an,aftribute of the divin-
ity, and it-is as an attribute of human-
ity that: we wisli td' consider ‘it for a
little while, © ** " °

There .can be. no question .as to.the
exceedingly -important. place charity,’ as
just‘exx’j!gined,,’%‘ou]d have in the defer-
mination of the affairs of men, if it were
allowed full scope.- 1t is a quality that
can be cultivated. dt ecan also be dwarf-
ed. It is the one quality that deterniines
character. Paul tells us that we may
have ‘every other: quality, and yet if
we lack this. one, we are as nothing.
Our own experieence teaches the same
thing. Even those of us, who are given
to taking an uncharitable view of the
conduct: of otlvers; wish charity to be ex-
tended tomis. 'Thus we unbwillingly rec-
()gnize" tife. potengy of its influence. The
lack of it causes nearly all the misun-
derstandings and more than half the evil
there is in the world.  Most people really

tion in any community of those who’de-
liberately wrong tlhiéif neighbors is small;
and . very! many . ius;s,inces, where this
does occur, are due tp' a belief that self-
preservation in ‘some: form orcother de-
mands it.© We ‘ave” afraid to'do ‘what
we know is right, lést we may be' the
vietims of iour ‘esvn, kindness. . Doubtless
inf{the long run, ‘e would find it profit-
able to extend our ¢harity to all, but not
very, many peopje are willing to take
thesriske -5 93 ez ¥ R e

. One'sf _'\the"hgrd‘ﬁ,t"?.h,ings to do is to
be-chasitable to.those.ivho are stronger
or inove fortunately situsted:then our-
selves.  We “are téady to make allow-
dnce for the poor man, ywho, is. tempted
to:do a wrong;. we find it hard. to make
ulowances’for: the” rich . and powerful.
We forget that grgat possessions: earry
with.them -just as.many temptations as
great poverty, and:they are more diffi-
cult to resist, becatisé they do not usu-
ally presént themselves in & repulsive
form. - Much, 6f the bitterness of certain
classes in the' community. towards the
wealthy element' i§. due-to a dack of
charity. Tt i& edsy, when a man has
little or.nothing, to talk.of the responsi-
bilities and duties’' of weaith; it is prob-
ably quite another' thing to see' those
duties 'when they gre close at haud and
must be discharged:by-ourselves, What
seerns easy- to himy swho is not called on
to ‘act, may be ‘exceedingly difficult to
the man, who has ‘to do it. 'We cannot
all: hope to understand each other, but
We may, if - we "¢hoose, each give the
_othes credit of acting for the best under
the peculiar .circumst J
us, i 1 :
This seems to beé the great lack of the
present day. Of:the actual giving of
help. to . those «in neéd there is a great
deal and it seeni¥ to be constantly in-
creasing. Moré rémains to be done. In
the large cities especially there is an im-
mense ‘work- to be‘’dene along the line
of charitable giving,-but what the world
seems sadly - deficient in is'the charity
that- thinketh. ng evil. Take political
life.: One of the most melancholy feat-
ures of it is ‘the“readiness with which
we gll _impute dishonest, or corrupt mo-
tives to each other.. -Seldom do:political
crities give" thelr' 8pponents credit even
for common honesty. We tell each
other that public life is only a great
game of graft; we look for wrongdoing
as a matter 'of course. * This must in-
evitably have a pernicious effect upon
the men-engaged in the management of
public -affairs../ If they must bear the
name of dishonesty, there'is small won-
der',that they Tollow the game. Yet we
believe that, in point of fact, most pub-
lic ‘'men are honest.:Mistaken they doubt-
less are in very mgny cases, but as a rule
they do what they think is best for the
country, and the proportien of them who
profit by the advantages of publfc office
is very small. . #What is true of political
life is true also of business and soeial
life. There is not half the evil abroad
that some people think there is, and
thére would be a great deal less if we
gave each oibier the credit for good in-
tenfions. It seems to us that the one
thing ‘which we need more than'all oth-
ers to have inculcatedy into the public
mind is the obligation to be’'charitable in
the sense we are now using the term.
Doctrines we have - had enough
and ‘to spare.: The préacher who sets
out to teach his congregation what they
should believe "and to persuade them
that his' “doxy’’ is better than some one
else’s “doxy,” is wasting his time, for
the most part. The great lesson which
the pulpit should teach daily is that of
Christian * Charity * towards each other.
For in proportion as we cultivate this
quality, we beécome like Him who is
Charity. : i :
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mean well in most things.. The propor-

mstances surrounding

. ‘BENDS OF THE RIVER.

The river seems shut in at évery bend,
| Baut on it flows, >3 2

"And life appears to kindle and to end,
But- yet, who knows.

The_ stréam is never bounded by that shore
Which our eyes view,
As we draw near, long redches and still
more '
Spread out anew.
So life may prove a rill that always ran
Eternally,
Which. shall not cease, since neyver. birth
began, ¥
Its mystery. A
—-Saturday.Review:
CHRISTMAS EVE IN WILDWOOb‘
; Rk HOLLOW. 5
Pauline " Franeis Camp in
- *Nicholas.
In Wildwood, Hollow, t‘other eve, they had
a Christmas tree, ;
scores - of pretty presents fllled -the
' . ile,  and

January = St.

When presented with a fine,
to matech his handsome

0ld Bruin's wife gave him a box to hold
his many *‘cuffs,”
Miss Centipede, whose feet were cold had
a hundred warm footmuffs.

The hedgehog had a bottle of ink in which

to dip hie ‘*‘qnills,” i

And all the birde had wallets new, in
_ which to keep their “bills.”

Miss Wildeat an umbrella had (she's often
in a ‘‘squall’?) : 5

Miss Peacock, -hooks for all. her ‘‘eyes,
gand the bat received a ball..

The monkey had an interesting book of
“Jungle Tales,”

An Mr. Alligator had a brand new set of
“‘scales.” : E

new comb,
‘“prush.”

The buffald, in gladsome mood, pranced
gaily round and round, s

When his own name upon a pair of ‘“bel-
lows’ "he had Tound.

In short; for each-and :every. omne, a use-
ful gift was planned. -

And merry grunts -and-roars and growls
were heard on every hand.

POSTED AS MISSING.

John. Masefleld. X
Under all her topealls she trembled like
\a stag,

The wind made Her ripple in her bonny
red flag, > ¢ 2 3
They cheered her from - the

they cheered her from the pler,
And under all “her. topsails she trembled
L like a deer’ 7 ;

So  she swaying; the
green: Seas run

Her  wind-steadied topsails  were state-
ly in the sun: ’

There +wae glitter on the water from
her rTed port light,: - s

Sa she” passed swaying, ~till she was
out. .of eights.: - ;

Long and  lgng . ago it was; a
time it I§—

The ~honés 'of her eailer-men
plants by this,. " A
Coral:planis and shark-weed
mermaid’s . comb, !
Angd,.if the fishes net them, they -mever

bring them htnng:é A 5
it's] rough on - ®alier's women; Vither
have to mangié hard, £l
Or stiteh = af -dungarees ‘till - thelp fin-
ger-ends are scarred, - 2
Thinking. .of the . eailor-men
among the-erowd, . .. e
Hoisting  of her topsails when she “eail-
bt ’

e ed so ‘proud,
RAYER.

shore - and

passed where

weary
are coral-

and  the

"~ who  sang

A PATRIOT'S’

By Alfred Austin. poet laureate of England

(11 manque toujours quelque chose & la
helle vie, gue ne finit pas sur le champ de
hataille, 'sur 1' echafaud, ou en prison.—
Lamennais.) i
Theugh we must Aie, let. me not die 19

izgnominfors " strife,
With fate invineible, -and sigh

To linger -ont: my . life;
With powers. . décayed, enfeebled mind

And elowlyislackening breath, 4
Burden of nity to my Kkind, :

And dead befors my. death.

i

No. let tne perish. sword. in hand,
At Honor's . sudden ecall,

Guarding my menaced ‘Motherland
And ‘for her ‘safetv faill.

Or mount the scaffold with Airm gaze,
Martyr, to.some: great cause.

And end my not. inglorious. days,
Tor freedom’s outraged laws.

What is this life except a ‘trust,
For nobleéness and:right, ..

The- torch- which, while we may, we
Stidl bear and keep alight:

And when, from our exhausted” will,
¥t ‘flickers, hand it on, -
That it may burn ahd beckon still,

Till “Time ‘itself be done.

But. if. in unheroic days,
No great deed may be done,

Let me at least deserve this praise;
“He who lived and died as one

Who looked_on life with fearless eyes,
And with intrepld mind: .

So leaves, where now he silent lies,
An honored name behind.”

THE LITTLE BOY WE HAD.

Chicago Record-Herald.

Nope .Guess there ain’t no Santa Claus—at
least. there’s none for me,

And Christmas ain’t just ‘what it was,; be-
cause—hm—well, you see, :

His high chair has been stored away, and
he’s not here no more,

To be impatient for the day he made so
glad before; °

The sled T bovght a year ago is 'most as
good "as new - ; .

And there’s his books. all in a row; he
scarcely looked ’em through.

"Twas juet about this time last year he
seemed to kind o' fail,

And. Christmas we begun to, fear—he lo0k-
ed so thin and pale. ¢

But fratl and peak-ed as he was, he left
his grandma’s lap,

When 1 eame in as Santa Claus—poor.
sickly little  eliap-—

And ran and caught me by the ‘hand and
wonldn’t let me loose:

We tried to fool him, but, good land, it|
wasn't any use.

It did beat all how much he knew for one
a0 little.  Smart

Why he- could read a plece once through
and have it all by ‘heart,

Ho -almost knew the alphabet before he
learned to walk;

Look! Here's a pieture that he made—
what is it? Why. a cow

See, there’s the horns—but T'm  afraid
you -think I'm foolish now.

That deep mark yonder on the wall, he
put it there one day;

When paper hangers came this fall I
made ‘em Jet it stay;

They papered all around you see, so it .was
Jeft to show-— . ¢

I hope the Lord 'll pardon me because 1
jawed him s0;

11t npot be ~&oon forgettin’
wered—-standin™ there—

“Exeuse e, grandpa, T forgoet that mebby
you might care.”

Nope. Guess there ain’t no Santa Claus—
at least there’s-none for me,

I nsed to kind 'o-think there was, and eo,
1. guess, did he; :

But what’s the use of. Christmas, now?
"He's not here dancin’ round!— i

And yet I Sometimes think, somehow, he
may since-he-has fou

His: pa.and ma up. there to love,
wighin’ we'd be glad

At Christmas in remembrance of the little

what he ans-

keep

At

‘less thoughts

' 'THE REAL BOSS.
‘“There’s & man at the door, pa;”’ called

little: Willle from -the lower bail; “'who

wants to see the boss of:the house.”

: “'113:%’, ylgfuﬁi mgther.’“cau%tll pa. A7, VM
s L et,”’ . promp calie s

miother. " Philadalphia " Bress. i

THE “SILENCE CURE.

Nerve specialists are now recommending
a , “silence cure” for ladies who . suffer
from nerves. ' The tients have to set
apart certain hours in which mo word is
spoken.
ment with a curious result. . .She.herself
came out in a‘rash, but-her hdsband, who
suffered from - headaches, recovered.—Lon*
don Weekly. 7 L :

IMPRESSED.
“You seem ;'elt i : d,” - the
o £ ly impresses said th
they brought the head of John the Baptist
aighen " Mty wers',t'ytx‘ or v
'rs. ‘{de  Style, “I.

R Thdvoh balier TaEY vy
servants in ' those "days.” “Now mine,
when they bring me things, are forever
forgetting ithe salver.” —Louisville: Cour-

ier-Journal.

NOTES BY~POLICEMAN ‘PUNCH.

It is satisfactory to know that there are
still somé law-abiding people among :us.
A baby who started to howl Tuesday last
in a well-known TLondon sqmr? ceased
at once upon its nurse drawing its atten:
tion to the. notice: “Organs and- street
criee prohibited.” Sk

An epidewic of dog stealing has broken
out. he most aggramted instance is re-
ported from the suburbs, -where some bur-
glars, not  content with a quantity of
silver and ‘jewelry, took with the -swag
the valuable watch .dog as .well.—Punch.

DISCERNMENT.

The 7ay_ colored folk have of picking
up - phrases which they hear used by white
people about them is amusingly illustra-
ted by a comnversation which was over-
heard recently. on the streets of a South-
ern _city.

“Howdy, Mis Mandy. How Is
called one dueky ‘aunty to another.

“Oh, T jes tollable, Mis Johnson. How
you 'foelin.".‘" was the response. 3

“Why, I'se a:feelin’ mighty peart, I is,”’
confided Mrs: Johmson.. “I suttenly does
feel fine." 2 -

“Wellum, you’ sho' is lookin’ . well,””
agreed her friend.  “You' color's so good.”
—Lippincott’s” Magazine.

you?”

USING UP THE STOCK.

The Philadelphian was staying at a hotel
in a Georgia town. e rang for an  &t-
tendant whom he asked If bath tubs were
provided. - ! .

Yessiih,'> answercd ~the megro, “we'sé
got ‘some nice ~tubs and he presently- re-
turned - bearing en- his. shoulder§ a -coffin
with ' silver plaited -handles and .lid . all
comnlete, i i

“What do you mean by bringing me
that?’ demanded the traveler. !

“Dat’s’ de bath tub, suh.”

‘“The- bath ‘ tub?’ ; o %y

““Yegsuh. » - You see,..suh, de-landode the
used . ter -he:in de undertakin’ bizness, an’
he Had a.lot of coffing on han’: an' w
e 861 out” anc tock -disxhotél he brought
all -gde -coffins

A lady we know tried this treat-|t

“with my. description. of -‘how | D€

~I'trial ha

It is unfortudate for latterday spirits
that their doings are ‘alwaye getting into
the law courts. That is about the last
place in ‘the~world in- which; -for the credit
of the spirits, it Is desirable that they
should be repeated. In a rhurchyard at
midnight, .in an old ' country house or

Abbey, with suggestion
Wit s of eecret . renels
ia.fnd 5&1)600::, even in an. ordinary rrooln.
itdiw,{ 1 darkened and suifably fitted up,
‘s Dossible ‘to get very effective spirit-
Ftai manifestations. = But 'in " a jaw court
& t; hopeless;: ‘and it would be far better
L - ei.spiri'ts who really seem to be affect-
bew th a quiet modern craze for adver-
. mte’n.t, would abandon this #ield jof
p:u ons altogether, We are persuaded
i M%ur part,- that this witch of Endor
3 cut a very poor figure in the: pro-
Yate, divorce, and admiralty division.:
the middle ages she ‘might have be
burnt; and there is something
respectable in being burnt.  Bishops.hay
bfen burnt before now. But in the present
state of public fee}@nﬁ, she would simply
< _detaiqed during is Majesty’s pleas-
ure; -and’ though  great wits to madness
m;;“rt is true, near allied, the unbelieving
mi-l% ¢ rarely yvecognizes- the .conneetion
wI n only the madness. is established.
n the case which has suggested these
reflections, it ‘was “not established, 'The
jury held, rightly or wrongly, that Mrs.
Octavia Day was “of sound mind, memory
ilnd‘understandlng,";when she made a wiil
eaving. £1,200 out-of -a £2,000 estate to
- spiritualists.  Superficially, it might  ap-
pedr, there, that the spirfts had it, so to
speak, and that the case was a vindieation
of the sanity of their disciple. . But it is
the details'in this as in other eases which
must be seo. fatal to any self-respecting
spirit's amour propre. ~What was the
effect of their ghostly counsel and advice
.on the life and fortunes of Mrs. Octavia
Day? They taught her to draw. And
\%hat, as they say in ‘‘Alice’” did she draw?
e ean qnly quote the reporter’s account
of these” ‘extraordinary drawings.”
of these,” he says, ‘“which she told a
'E'jarness was done under the spiritual
,,ulqancc of her little brother, consisted
ﬂ;‘st of ‘al.l of a mystic ‘7’ Then her pen
wrote: ‘We are seven," and “drew a temb-
'stone with- a ‘7’ -upon it—all nnder the In-
fluence of Septimus, who stood -over with
to@qd arms and magnetized hor.'’
Now, is that a feat of which any Teas-
on%lﬁ]ee spirit rcnm {)e proud?

* case for the spirits was cleverl
conducted, and it° was duiy brought out h{
evidence that Sir Oliver Lodge. Sir Wil-
liam ' Crookes, . and the 'Rev. Mr.
Haweis . pelieved in. epirits, and yet
were not mad. We do not helieve that
Sir Oliver Lodge's spirits wake him %rite
sevens and draw ~Tombstores, or even
‘see Ilittle things,” as these discreditable
specimens are-reported to have mmade poor
Mrs. Day.. But.let that pass. - 'The fact
remains that this elight puff apart, the
tendency of the whole proceedings.is . to
br;ng the spirits concerned into contempt.
It perhaps would‘be another matter if this
shown that the spirits had sug-
ested to-‘Mrs. Day to leave her money
‘to mediums. --They might then have galned
instead of losing votaries. .The ranks of
would-be medinms_ wotld at Jleast have
beén .recruited. But- ‘they did- not. For
the finding of the ju;{ rests on the as-
sumption: that:the spirits did Aot suggest
thie : sensible provision. for - the -materla:
future of their dependents. They never
thought of it. We can only say It seems
liké culpable improvidence and ingratitude.

| R PSR

EARLY GENIUS.

Davy .made his epochal. expariment -of
Jmelting. ice By friction .when .but tv?ei\ 75
Young?. was-no elder when he made

the:new: man . didn't . want.| first commupieation  to the Royal Society

His sou-is in de tinsmif_ hizness. suh, so|and was in his twenty-seventh year when

hée done had de .coffins lned. wif tin, an’
dey make nice bath tubs.  Jes® you ‘try
an’ you'll id  dis° one all 'right.”’—Suc-
cess Magazine,' ; 2

THOSE. AWKWARD QUESTIONS.
"This little stery comes from the south:
“The first slice ‘of goose had been ‘¢ut,
and the negro iminister, who had been in-
vited to dine, looked at it with as keen
anticipation as was displayed in the faces
arounnd him. e
“Dat’s as fine a goose ae I ever saw,
Brudder Williams,”” he said to- his “host.
‘“Where dfd you get such a fine one?’ >
‘Wel. now, Mistah Rawley,” said' the
carver of the goose, with a .sudden:access
of ~dignity; =“when you preach .a . special
good sermon: 1 never axea you where .you
got it. Seems to. me dat's a triv'al matter
anyway.”’—Scissors. €

USES OF MILK.

A- very mild north of England vicar
had for some time been displéased with
the quality. of milk served him. At length
he. determimed to remonstrdte with “his
milkman for wupplying -such weak stuff.
He began ‘mildly. kb y

“I've been wanting to see you in regard
to the quallty of ‘milk which you are serv-
ing: me.” : ST

“Yes sir,”” uneasily answered the trades.
man. ¢

“7 only wanted to’say,” continued the
minister;: “that 1 vee the milk-for dietary
porposes exclusively and not for christen-
ing.”’—London Tit-wits. .

A THREAD TOOTH.

“ uAnother thread tooth,” sald the den-

You have nearly ruined

st.
“Yes,” madam.
oo of biting off

this tooth by your habit h
thread with it. All the enamel is worn
from the edge. :

“Women --are foolish. ‘to bite  thread.
What are knives and scissors for? But
no—they must gnaw off, in rodent fashion
all- the thread and string and twipe and
cord they have to do with, and the Tesult
Is always a thread tooth, a tooth with the
enamel  gone.

“Neyer uee your teeth as secissors, ma-
dam; and ‘ceunsel your friends never to
use theirs. so:" :

AN ECCLESIASTICAL HAT.

A miliher who works in a large city
says that. pne day.a woman came into
the store very much_excited, and wanted
the trimming on her mew hat changed.
She said that it had been trimmed on the
wrong &lde. ’

“But.” said the saleswoman, ‘‘the: trim-
ming is on the left side That is -where

ht to be.’”’ - :
: “‘}g‘doeen't make any difference whether
it ought to be jn front or back, or left,
it’s got to be -on the church side.”

“Chureh side,”  gasped the astonished
girl. 3 3

“Yes, church side. I sit right next the
wall in. church. and I'm not golug $o have
all. that trimming next the wall. I want
it on the other side, so the whole congre-
gation can sec | 2 Ry

The trimming was promptly .plar_!ed on
(he .*“‘church side’” of -the hat.—Youth’s

Companion.
LITERARY GOSSIP.

Miss May Sinclair, author of the “Divine
Fire,””_says that she thinks in the country
and works in the city.—The ‘critic, - ;

American writers are
cousins in that respect. They seldom think
and write in the same placc. .

James Huneker does all his thinking in
a cathedral but writes in a merry-go-
round. Thus his thoughts are profound
and his style vertiginous. » *

Dr. Henry Van Dyke develops his plumb-
in a dark rToom and- writes
in sunlight on -a house top.

¥. .Hopkinson Smith thinks before an
open: wood fire in -town, and writes in a
lighthouse by the sea.

Hamilton Wright Mable thinks auntoma-
tically, so it deee not matter where his
thoughts are ticked out. He _writes in
24 COZY COTrmer.

Upton Sinclair. does his thinking in a
baloon and writes in a padded studlo.

Authors are frightflly interesting don’t

boy we had.

you " think. *—Puck. 5

like their English |

he first. actively espoused the undulato)

theory. ~ Fresnel was twenty-six when g
made his ‘first important discoveries”in
the same fiéld, and Aargo, who at once

.| bedame -his champion,. was then but two

years his senior. }
Forbés wae under. thirty when he dis-
covered the polarization of theat, which
pointed - the way to Mohr, then thirty-one.
to the ‘mechanical equivalent. Joule was
twenty-two ‘in 1840, when his great work
was begun, and Mayer whose diecoveries
date from the same year was then 26
which was also the age  of Helmholtz,
when he publighed  his independent discov-
ery of the same law. Wiliam ‘Thomson
was a youth just past his majority when
he came to the ald ‘of Joule before the
British society and but seven years older
when -formulated his otvn doctrine of dis-
sipation. of energy. And  Clausius and
Rankine,” who are usually mentioned with
Thomson as the great developers of thero-
mo-dynamics, were both far advanced . be-
fore they were thirty. We may well agree
th.l'ih the tatﬁmrl of: luducslve science that
‘“the.man who- I8 young in years may'’
old in pours."—Exchanie. x e
Pl UG

i 'A,“{AYS OF THE TOAD.

It is remarkable that the toad,-ilovin
water as does, should wander awn%
from watery regions to dry ground, where
it can never see a drog) of water except
at rain time and leave its water rights to
the "undisputed posseseion of its rapal
vet¥hbor the frog. How the toad loves
water must ‘be’ known  to every garden
lover.. AVhen ever there is a shower the
creature leaves its cool retreat under the
piaza ‘or shed and stands as far as its fore
legs will Jet it, erect in the tain, apparent-
lbya tgujoylng to the uimost the shower

‘Whenever they are near the .water at
breeding . time -they deposit long, slimy
strings of eggs, and the.young toad has
to go through the' tadpole. stage in com-
monr ‘with hi&' brother frog. - But when
they are. wholly - excluded by distance
from  the water they seem to ‘have the
power of -being . viviparous, or : bringing.
Fforth their young -alive. In the ‘'water
fertilization is effected .in the same manner
as in fishes, but the method in the land
life eareer is not knmown. About all that
Is known.is that confined toads are fqund
with .little. teads, no longer than house
files, about them after.a time, and ‘in
walled gardens and places far removed
from” water little toads, no larger than
peas,. wandering around on their. own re-
sources and which could never have -been
tadpoles, are 'within common experience.

PO T R S e Sl M
PLAYING THE PART.
Home Magazine.

Eugene Cowles saved two women
bathers from . drowning last summer
in .Lake Memphremagog. In making
this . rescue .. Mr. -Cowles bruised ‘his
arm—it. struckra rock as‘he dived in.
Pointing to the scar the actor said:

“When I got that bruise I felt like
a yeung Chicagoan named Littledale,
who played with me in amateur the-
atricals .in.my early: youth.

“Littledale, in one of our shows, had
to leap into a .river in order to escape
from a wild beast. >

“The stage was so arranged that the

river was  invisible. Littledale was
to leap and disappear, striking agsoft
mattress in the wings, and at the same
time @ rock was to be dropped into a
tub of ‘water to create & splash.
“But,  though the leap worked all
right in*v¥ehearsal, on ‘+the night of
Factual " perférmance ‘it went wrong.
There *was . neither mattress’ nor tub
there. * When poor Littledale jumped
he fell eight feet and 'landed on an
oaken floor with a crash loud enough
to wake the dead, and there’was no
splashing = water to drown the crash,
by Jove. :

“The audience, expecting  to’ hear &
splash, and: hearing instead ‘the thun-
derous impact 0f Littledale's bones on
the ‘oak, set wup a titter. But the
heroic  Littledale, equal  to the oc-
casion, sileniced ‘them. 5

“ ‘Heavens!’ he shouted from below,
‘the water’s frozen!’'”




