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tion is that ft is history that .has not 
been carefully preserved. Mythology, 
on the other hand, does not profess to 
(feal with mankind only, but with men 
in their relation, to the unseen forces of 
the Universe. An attempt has been 
made to assign its origin to the loiffe 
observation by men of certain physical 
phenoment, but this theory breaks down 
in so many places that it can hardly be 
seriously entertained. Certain people, 
who make claims vto scientific eminence, 
are given to supposing that anything 
may happen, if-: only sufficient time is 
allowed, but this is a most unscientific 
proposition. Take what are called “sun- 
myths’’- for example. Nothing like them 
has ever been evolved so far as any one 
knows, and the suggestion that they 
were developed in by-gone year's is. a 
guess, pure and simple. Mankind has 
been 'pretty much the saine always, à 
little more advanced in knowledge, and 
refinement at one time than another, 
but' there has never been any essential 
difference, as fhr as any one has a 
right to say, and therefore, just as noth­
ing in the nature of the evolution 6f sun- 
myths is taking place now, there is no 
reason for believing that it ever did 
take placé.

Myths are perhaps the recollection of 
the human race of a time long ante1 
dating history or traditions. There ..is 
nothing much more certain that at some 
far distant date the world was subjéct 
to a great cataclysm, which completely 
altered conditions under which men liv­
ed. Every race, as far as its known, 
lias a tradition of such an evept. Some, 
like the Jews and other Asiatic peo­
ples, refer to it as a flood. The Indians 
Speak of it as- the Great Winter. The 
Norsemen call"it Ragnarok. We do not 
know just what it was like, but. it was 
Something so tremendous thaHt has left 
its mark upon mankind and influenced 
the thought of .the race throiigh ' tin- 
counted centuries. This catastrophe 
came upon a world that was well popu­
lated. If the stories of it are at all .true, 
it was a world that had made,great pro­
gress in ^he arts of civilization. The 
story of Noah and the . Ark, as told in 
Genesis,. is, when fully examined, seen 
to be an account of a. work, done under 
circumstances, which necessarily imply 
great skill and knowledge. All the other 
traditions are much to the same effect". 
It is useless to deny tliçt/tfie catasj 
trophe occurred ; it is equally useless to 
deny the conclusion from the evidence 
that, before it occurfed, a higli 'degree 
of civilization had been attained. We 
are inclined to think that myfharare a 
récbiljictÏEm 0. «ççéntjt» pwBlfr'» who
lived mi the earth,-, «befotei -ithis-.^fas- 
trdphe. W this is the - case they are 
worth studying. The 'JjwSs- -off "Gfradwi 
mythology, those olT the American' abori­
gines, •' those of whose deeds -our, own 
forefathers sang in "the Sagas* and other. 
literature of the North, were probably 
real enough people, and the extraordi­
nary deeds attributed to them are prob­
ably only a misconception of actual 
facts. Let ns illustrate what has just 
been said • by a reference tb something 
cloise at hand. There is a tradition 
among the Skagit Indians as 1 to their 
origin. . They say they were fççmed 
frmo tiie seaweed," which as -told in the 
version translated by Morse, an'indegat- 
igable investigator into the lore of the 
Siwash, clearly implies that- they are a 
race, whose ancestors came from across 
the sen. These same Indians hhve a 
myth of Snoqualm which relates to a 
time before the tribe originated and 
deals with' a huge , personality, * which 
destroyed the sun, meon and stars, ajd 
brougiit devastation upon all mankind, 
and curiously enough in this story, 
which. in its general outline closely re­
sembles the old Accadian- tale that we 
know as Jack and thé Beanstalk, there 
is a reference to the descendants of the 

of god and the daughters of men, 
just as we find in the Old Testament 
stories of antedeluyian days. Sere we 

concrete illustration of. the whole 
series: The myth of the days before 
the. origin of the racé; the tradition of 
that origin, and later still the actual 
history of the tribe. For what reason 
should we draw a line anywhere in the 
tale, and say that everything before a 
certain indefinite time is all -pure inven­
tion, the evolution of primitive - minds 
from well known physical phénoménal 
It seems, to us that in such cases, 
science beclouds a simple record with a 
16t of Useless theorizing. What has been 
said of this particular, tribe is probably 
true of people everywhere. Some of us 

have passed beyond the stage When 
we take the trouble to preserve the 
myths, although we preserve the names 
of some of their heroes ,in the days of 
the week and iu other ways. Some oi 
us-have got so far along that we deny 
the usefulness of all traditions. ■ But 

‘after all our progress, it is quite possible 
that we -have been deceiving ourselves 
about such things, and that the weird 
stories, at which we laugh, are in point 
of fact the distorted recollections of 
days, when the world was younger -and 
better than it now is.

bat is not. itself a law. It has its influ­
ence, but is not. in itself .a force. It is 
perhaps best described by the term 
above used; It Is a quality. Every 
knows that the word itself is .not a very 
satisfactory rendering of: the Greek ex­
pression used by Paul. Wyclif, in his The riyer weme ** ln at every bend, 
translation of the New Testament in Bat on it flows,
one notable instance uses the expression 'AnBV% .^Vows1^4'' and t0 ’nd' 
“the Charité of'God,” where the trans- ' __ ». »
lators of the accepted" version employ the wTtHiT

As we draw near, long reaches and still 
more

Spread out anew.
So life may prove a rill that always ran 

Eternally, .,_».
Which shall not ceaee, since never birth 

began.
Its mystery.

has been thoroughly awakened. For 
the last halt-- century, men have been 
asking what would happen when this 
event took place, IVhas taken place. 
PAhaps the best single Illustration of 
it is afforded by the ojpium trade. A 
little more than half a century ago the 
British government ’ demanded . that 
China should open its ports to this 
traffic, and the helpless nation had to 
submit to terms dictated to her. 
Lately her government has declared 
that the trade must cease, and the 
whole world respects the declaration. 
But China has done more than this. 
Her army has been modernized. The 
Chinese have learned that to secure 
international respect It is necessary to 
be strong and that there is littie mercy 
shown to the weak and they have shown 
us in a peaceful way this year whkt 
their prowess is likely to be, when they 
are fully ready to stand • side by side 
with their smaller but vigorous neigh­
bor. We need no longer talk of the fu­
ture awakening of China. That event 
took place in 1906.

1906
which will shortly close 

featureS~*that will make 
Perhaps the most

The year
has had some 
it memorable, 
notable of them has been the unusual 
number of disturbances ln the earth’s 

During the last century there 
been on several occasions more

one

BENDS OF THE RIVER.

crust.
have
violent seismic movements than those 
which destroyed San Francisco and 
Valparaiso, but ln the frequency of 
earthquakes of a severe character and 
in the violence of volcanic eruptions 
1906 stands out conspicuously. During 
tb» early part of the year a series of 
shocks occurred and a number of vlo- 

eruptions, which seemed to indl- 
that the. earth was passing

word “love,” and this is. the sense in 
which modern scholarship is disposed to 
regard it. But it must not be forgot­
ten that language has its limitations, 
and that expressions do not convey the 
same meaning to .all persons. Thus the 
word “love” is usually taken to imply 
action towards Another, just às “char­
ity," as, generally- used, conveys the idea 
tjiat a superior is conferring something 
upon an inferior; ’the -distinction may 
not be social, but tiiére. is always a sug­
gestion. of superiority, on the part of one, 
who extends what is called charity to 
another, whether-.!» takes the shape of 
assistance,' or forbearance or" whatever 
you- like. We speak- of loving another, 
and we mean, something very different 
from what wé do when we say God is 
lov.e. Loye'is an attribute of the divin­
ity, and it-is as an attribute of human­
ity that we wisll td consider it for a 
little while. . * .

There can be no -question -as to the 
exceedingly important place charity, as 
just "explained,.-would have in the deter­
mination,of the affairs of men, if it were 
allowed full scope. It is a quality that 
can be cultivated. It can also be dwarf­
ed. It is the one quality that determines 
character. Paul tells us that we may 
have every other-quality, and yet if 
we lack this one; we are as nothing. 
Our own expeneence teaches the same 
thipg. Even those of us» who are given 
to taking an -uncharitable, view of the 
cônduct of others, wish charity to be ex-

—Saturday-Review.

CHRISTMAS EVE IN WILDWOOD 
HOLLOW.

lent
ratel |
through a period of great disturbance, 
especially affecting a belt extending all 
around the globe.
to believe that
Ipffects of this were not observable, 
Lwing to the fact that the disturb- 
Lnc-s occurred beneath the ocean, al­
though the upheaval of several islands 

the Aleutian group illustrated the 
tremendous nature of the forces at

There Is reason 
the most powerful Pauline " Francis Camp in

Nicholas. ». . .
In Wildwood Hollow, t'other eve, they had 

a Christmas tree,
And scores of pretty presents oiled the 

animale with glee.
Sir Reynold smiled a fox> smile, and 

scarce his joy could hush,
When presented with a fine, new comb, 

to match his handsome “brush.

January St.

In South America there has been 
little of moment to chronicle, as far 
as international matters are concerned. 
It is too soon to say what will be the 
result of'Giç overtures for closer inter- 

extended to the southern repnb- 
In the

him a box to holdOld Bruin's wife gave
MfcshCentipede. °whose feet were cold had 

a hundred warm footmuffs.
The hedgehog had a bottle of ink In which 

to dip hie “quills,"
And all the birds had wallets new, in 

which to keep their “hills.
Miss Wildcat an umbrella had (she’s often 

In a “squall.") „ ,,
Miss Peacock, books for all. her eyes, 

and the bat. received a ball..
The monkey bad an interesting book of 

“Jungle Tales.”
An Mr. Alligator had a brand new set of

“scale*.” -

work.

Speaking in a general way, the year 
of international peace.

» -
has been one MBM

have been a few email borderThere
troubles, where civilization has come 

contact with barbarism, but so 
nations were concerned there 

events tending to create 
The nearest

course
lies by the United States.
United States the year has not been 
marked by anything specially con- 

dtsclosures in

into
far as
have been no

slight uneasiness. " splçuous, except the 
connection with the insurance com­
panies and the proceedings against 
certain trusts and monopolies. We 
think that perhaps the special feature 
of the year, as far as that country is 
concerned, -is the crystallization into 
concrete action of a sentiment that 
has long been growing, and which re­
gards the heaping up of enormous for­
tunes as a. menace to the general wel­
fare. The peoplé have been 
prosperous as a 
before have, appreciated, as 
events show that they now appreciate, 
the necessity of taking steps to protect 
themselves against enemies - within 
their, borders. "
American people appreciate as they 
ndfov do how true it is that "eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty.”

cven^™
approach to it was the dispute arising 

the affairs of Morocco, which were 
readily disposed of, and more recently 
the affairs of Japanese school children, 

President Roosevelt has been

over
The buffalo, in gladsome mood, pranced 

gaily round and round, ’ ...
When his own name upon a pair of ’bel­

lows” he had found.
In short, for each - and =every one, a use­

ful gift was planned.
And merrr grunts and roars and growls 

were heard on every hand.

w hich
able, apparently, to settle in a manner 
that will give satisfaction to all con­
cerned.

POSTED AS MISSING.But while there have been no wars,
there has been much unrest, 
reference only need be made to condt- 

If/one may Judge

very
-rule, but théy never 

recent
Passing John Masefield. ». », . ,,,

Uiidgr all her topee»» she trembled like
The wind made her ripple In her bonny
They cheered her from the shore and 

th’ev cheered her, from the pier, - 
And "under all her topsails she trembled 

». like a deer.'

tended toyûs. Thus, we unwillingly rec­
ognize the potency of its influence. The 
lack of it causes nearly all the misun­
derstandings and more than half the evil 
there Is in the wpfld. . Most , people really 
mean well in most, things. The propor­
tion in any community of those who de­
liberately wrong thétt neighbors is small 
and very many instances, where this 
does occur, arc due to a belief that self- 
preservation in some form or other de­
mands it»- We are afraid to 'do what 
we know is right,' jjst we may be the 
victims of our awn,.kindness. Doubtless 
ini the long run, we " would find it profit­
able to extend our charity to all, but not 
very, many peopp: filling to tak,e
ther.risk. -,» ,,
; :Onn'.df Xbé hqrfl^ït'things to;do 
be charitable to, .who are stronger 
or more fortunately situated than our­
selves. We are féadÿ to make allow­
ance for the poor m»n, who is. tempted 
to; do a wrongs we find it hard, to make 
allowance»'for the'rich and powerful. 
VVe forget that gryht possessions carry 
with them just as.'many temptations: as 
great poverty, and they are - more diffi­
cult to resist, becatisè they do not" 
ally present tbeipsçlvés in a repulsive 
form. Much.Of the. bitterness of certain 
classes in the community towards the 
wealthy element is. due to a lack of 
charity. It Ù- üj*# when à man has 
little or nothing, to talk of,the responsi­
bilities and duties of wealth; it is prob­
ably quite another thing to see those 
duties when they ye close at hand and 
must be discharged- by - ourselves. What 
seems easy to him-,: who ie not called on 
to act, may be exceedingly difficult to 
the.man, who has to do it. We.cannot 
all hope to understand each other, but 
we may, if we choose, each give the 
other credit of acting for the best under 
the peculiar circumstances surrounding.

tions in Russia.
the death roll, Russia has been 

The rebels
from
in a statè of civil war.

have been organized, andmay not* 
their resistance to constituted author- 

been desultory and

Never before did' the

where theSo she passed swaying, 
green seas run.

Her wind-steadied topsails 
ly in the sun: 

qthere was glitter on the w-ater from 
her red port light. •

So she passed swaying, 
out of eight,,.- .-

Long and " long ago It was’; a 
time it IS— »The bones of her miter-men are coral- 
plants by this..

Corah plants and 
mermaid's comb.

And,, if the fishes net them, they never 
bring them -; -

It’s' rough on , ‘sàlWs women; «tW 
have to mangle hard. - 

Or stitch qt "dungarere till their fin­
ger-ends are scarred.

Thinking of the eellor-men

ity may have 
without system, but a political condi­
tion which has called for the sacrifice 
of thousands of lives is not easily 
distinguishable from revolution. We 
think that 1906 will go down into hls- 

the year in which the Russian

were state*

Turning, to our own empire, we have 
to chronicle a year of progress and 
prosperity, perhaps the most prosper­
ous -year that the empire has ever ex­
perienced from a business point of 

in which Brit- 
stood » higher : fhan

till she was

weàrytory
populace made their final preparations 
for a struggle for freedom, 
has during the year taken steps which 
will bring about a period of great

ln*the denunciation of Christi-

France view, a year 
ish prestige 
ever ih its history. The trade of; the 
Mother' : Country never svaa .aa great, 
and Britain Beyonfi the" Seats haif èn- 
Joyea thè same happy-,condition. In
the United Kingdom Itself events, seem 
to .be shaping them selves for important 
changes. During! thé year the educa­
tional- question as respects England 
has reached a crisis, .and this is likely 
of itself to make 1906 conspicuous- in 
the history of the country. In Canada 
It has been a good year,- a year full of 
promise, a year of great accomplish- 

There is no doubt whatever 
that 1906 has been the best, in all the 
history of the Dominion, and what is 
true of Canada ai#;a .whole is especi­
ally true of British Columbia and of 
Victoria. Looking back over 
twelvemonth, while 
things that we all might wish to see 
expunged, the people of Victoria, on 
the whole can regard 1906 with satis­
faction. In many respects it has been 
a beautiful year. Nature seems to 
have done her best for us. And we 

to have done well for ourselves.

Shark-weed and the

. r
is to

who sang
further
anity than have the apparently sane 

constituting the French
Hoisting ^o/ hrr”topsails when, she sail­

ed so prfrafi., imembers
ministry. With all its apparent friv­
olity. France has a strong religious 
sentiment, and^lt is not Impossible 
that the republic may find the church 
a rock upon which It will meet with 
shipwreck. The Bonapartiste are of 
strong religious bias, and they may 
find their opportunity In the contro- 

that has been precipitated.

A PATRIOTS FRAYER. r.
Br Alfred Austin, poet laureate of England 

(Il manque toujours quelque those a la 
belle vie, que ne finit pas sur le champ de 
bataille, sur V échafaud, ou en prison.— 
Lamennais.)
Though we müst die, 

ignominious strife. -
With fntfe invincible, and sigh 

To linger ont my life; • » . ■
With powers.. decayed, enfeebled mind 

And elowlv'^lflckehi-n,sr breath,
Bufden of-i^ty to my kind.

And dead before my. death.

usu-
let me not die inment.

Soversyj
far as Germany is concerned, the year 
has not been very eventful, except in 
South Africa, where the rebels have 

much for ,the 
Spain has mhde 

steady progress towards improved 
The promise of 1906 to

the
No. let W perish. sWord- in hand, 

-At Honor’s sudden call.Motherland
there are some

proved rather «too 
Kaiser’s soldiers. i Guarding my menaced 

And for her s safety fall- 
Or mount - the scaffold with firm gaze, 

Martyr, to some great cause.
And end my not inglorious, days,

-For freedom’s outraged, laws.
conditions, 
that lately distracted and dishonored 
country is of peace, prosperity and a 
restoration of its lost prestige. - Noth­
ing specially " notable has occurred in 
connection with the politick! history of 
any of the other powers of Continental 
Europe, except Norway, which has 
once more entered the family of inde­
pendent nations.

What is this life except a trust,
For noMenese and right,

The-torch which, while we may* we must 
StUI bear and keep alight;

And when, from our exhausted will,
It flickers, hand It on . :

That it may burn aiid beckon Still,
Till Time Itself be done.

seem JÜP|PI^-
Ttiere is to be a new Victoria, and we 
whl ail remember in the. days that are 

that its foundations were laidto come 
in 1906. us..

if in unheroic -days,
No great deed may be done.

Let me at least deserve this praise; .
“He who lived and died as one 

Who looked,on life with fearless eyes, 
And with intrepid mind:

So leaves, where now he silent lies, 
An honored name behind.”

But.This seems to be the great lack of the 
present day. Of the actual giving of 
help to those in ûeécl there is a great 
deal and it seémtr to be constantly in­
creasing. More remains to be done. In 
the large cities especially there is an im­
mense work' to be’ done along the line 
of charitable çivicg. but what the -world 

sadly deficient in is 1 the charity 
that thinketh - no evil. Take political 
life.' One of the most melancholy feat- 

of it is the1 readiness with which

We will take leave of the old year 
with regret, 
and disturbances to which old Mother 
Earth has treated-us, with all the dis­
asters by sea and land that have made 
so many people mourn, it has been on 
the whole a good one, a very good one. 
In this city especially we shall all be 

glad if its successor leaves behind
it as excellent a record.

------------- —o----------------

With all the shakings
The year has been a quiet one in 

Africa, so far as surface Indications 
show. There are rumblings beneath- 
the surface that are'ominous, but they 
may only be a repetition of what has 
frequently happened in the past with­
out any serious consequences ensuing. 
The most important event is the ter­
mination of the personal ownership by 
King Leopold of Belgium of the 
Congo Free State, an event not yet 
fully consummated, but yet so far ad­
vanced that it may be set down to 
the credit of the year.. -

sons

have a
THE LITTLE BOY WE HAD.

Nope Guess there ain't no Santa Claut—at 
least there’* none for me.

And Christmas ain’t just what it was, be­
cause—hm—well, you see.

Hie high chair has been stored away, and 
he’s not here no more.

To be impatient for the day he made so 
glad before: , ,

The sled I bought a year ago Is ’most an 
good as new ... »And there’s his books, all In a row; he 
scarcely looked 'em through.

seemsvery

MYTHS. ures
we *11 impute dishonest or corrupt mo­
tives to each other. -Seldom do, political 
critics give their dpponents credit even 
for common honesty, 
other that .public life is only a great 
game of graft; we look for wrongdoing 

matter 'of -course. This must in­
evitably have a pernicious effect upon 
the men engaged in the management of 
public affairs. If they must bear the 

of dishonesty, there is small won-

To say that a thing is a myth is in 
the opinion of many people to put it be­
yond the pale of serious consideration. 
This was the universal idea not very 
long ago, when very pious people insist­
ed that all myths were the invention of 
the Father of Evil, and were promul­
gated by him for the express purpose of 
deluding poor humanity. To tell such 
people that Satan himself was a myth 
would be to invite denunciation of the 
deepest kind; in fact it was considered 
as little short of impious to question the 
existence of that personality or even to 
deny that he had horns and at least one 
cloven foot. In more recent years there 
has been a change in this respect, and 

all thq»best educated people recog-

We tell each

In Asia the year has been marked 
by changes. The people of India have 
exhibited an activity in the direction 
of self-government that; has been an- 
ticipatedby very few people. Long 
years of peace and a general improve­
ment in the education and material 
condition of the people have had the 
not unnatural effect of developing a 
new spirit among the natives of the 
country. A great many things, none 
of them of a very serious character, 
but not on that account any the less 
significant, have occurred during the 
year now closing to show that a very 
grave problem is shaping itself for 
solution in India„~one that will tax the 
best statesmanship that the British 
empire can produce. The day has 
passed when India can be "held by 
force alone. This is one of the les­
sons of the past twelvemonth, and as 
the control of that country means 
much for the peace of the world, the 
value of this lesson cannot well be 
over-estimated. In Japan the year 
has been one of rest and recuperation; 
but no one supposes that the rest will 
be permanent. Japan believes herself 
to have a mission, and if she has not 
been aggressive during 1906 it is solely 
because she is not ready. In China 
we have seen twelve months of prog­
ress. The great Giant of the Orient

•Twas juet about this time last year he 
seemed to kind o’ fail,

Add Christmas we begun to fear—he look­
ed no thin and pale.

But frail and penk-ed as he was, he left 
his grandma’s lap. »

When I name In as Santa Clans—poor, 
sickly little rllap-— . .

And run and caught me by the hand and 
wouldn’t let me loose:

We tried to fool him, but, good land, It 
wasn’t any use.

It did bent all how much he knew for one 
so little. Smart

Whr he could read a piece once through 
and have it all by heart.

He almost knew the alphabet before he
Look i115 Here’s a picture that he made— 

what Is It? Why. a cow
See there's the horns—but 

you -think I’m foolish now.

as a

may

name
der that they follow the game. Yet we 
believe that, in point of fact, most pub­
lic men are honest. Mistaken they doubt­
less are in very many cases, but as a rule 
they do what they think is best for the 
country, and the proportion of them who 
profit by the advantages of public office 
is very small. SVhat is true of political 
life is true also of business and social 
life. There is not half the evil abroad 
that some people think there is, and 
there would fie a great deal less if we 
gave each other the credit for good in­
tentions. It seems to .ns that the one 
thing which we need more than all oth­
ers to have ineuleateiii into the public 
mind is the obligation to be charitable in 
the sense we are now using thq term. 
Doctrines we have had enough 
and to spare. The preacher who sets 
out to teach his congregation what they 
should believe and to persuade them 
that his “doxy” is better than some one 
else's “doxy,” is wasting his time, for 
the most part. The great lesson which 
the pulpit should teach daily is that of 
Christian Charity towards each other. 
For in proportion as we cultivate this 
quality, we become like Him who is 
Charity.

flfiW
nize that mythology is well worth inves­
tigating, agd that beneath much chaff of 
absurdity there are many sound grains# 
of truth. Indeed, it is beginning to be 

by * the most orthodox,

I’m afraid

That de^t> mark yonder on the wall, he 
put it there one day;

When paper hangenf came this fall I 
made ’em let it stay:

They papered all around you see, so It was 
Jeft to show— » -,... <-•

I hope the Lord *11 pardon 
jawed him so: 

t’iY not. he soon forgettin’ what he ans­
wered_standln’ there—-

“Excuse me, grandpa, I forgot that mebhy 
you might eare.”

admitted, eten
without allowing something for

•o-
CMAR1TY.that, . -

mythology, theology would be at a loss 
to give an intelligible explanation of a 
great many things.

There is a difference between tradition 
and mythology. Tradition professes to 
be actusl history, more or less altered 
ill the process of being handed down 

generation to another, but

me because I
We have spoken of Faith as the exer­

cise of a poweri of Hope as an evidence 
of divinity within us, and now we come 
to Charity. No one can expect to im- 

upon what the Apostle Paul has None Guess there ain’t no Santa Claus— 
at least there's none for me.

I used to kind 'o think there was, and eo, 
I guess, did he;

But what's the use of Christ man. now?
He’» not here dancin’ round!—

And yet I sometimes think, somehow, he 
may since be has found 

I-Ils ' Da and ma up there to love, keep 
wiflhln’ we*d be glad 

At Christmas ln remembrance of the little 
boy we had.

prove
said of this quality of the human soul, 
but possibly 
thoughts in regard to it that may be 
worth expressing. As Faith seems to 
deal with the occhlt, and Hope with the 
future, so Charity appears to relate to 
the present. It gives a rule of conduct,

there may be somefrom one
nevertheless real history dealing with 
the human race as it exists today. All 
peoples have their traditions, and some 
of them are not very old. Perhaps as 
good f. definition as any other of tradi-

- It: unfortunate for latterday spirits
that their doings are always getting Into 
the law courts. That Is about t^e las'f 
place in the -world in which; for the credit 
of the spirits, it is desirable that they 
should be repeated, 
midnight, in an old country 
Abbey, with suggestions of secret panels 
ana trapdoors, even in an ordinary room, 
H darkened and suitably fitted up, 

1 - to get very effective. spirit- 
üa * ‘“«nifestatioiw. But In a jaw court 
it Is hopeless; and It would toe far better 
Ü *"®.*Pirit8 who really seem to be affect- 
ed with a quiet modern craze for adver­
tisement, would abandon this «field idf 
operations altogether. We are persuaded 

Pi11* Part’ that this witch of Endor 
would cut a very poor figure in the pro- 
bate, divorce, and admiralty division. In 
the middle ages she might have been 
burnt ; and there Is something dignified and 
respectable in being burnt. Bishops have 
been burnt before now. But in the present 
state of public feeling she would simply 
be detained during His Majesty’s pleas­
ure; -and though great wits to madness 
SK*./t la true, near allied, the unbelieving 
pumie rarejy recoignlzes- the connection 
whén only the madness I» established.

the case which has suggested these 
reflections, it was not established. The 
juiT held, rightly or wrongly, that Mrs. 
Uctavia Day was;“of sound mind, memory 
and understanding,” when she made a will 
leaving £1,200 out of a £2,<XX> estate to 
spiritualists. Superficially, it might ap­
pear, there, that the spirits had it. so to

In a « hurchyard at 
house or

t _ iï» hadm!tht.oa& 
speak, and that the case was a vindication 
of the sanity of their disciple. But it is 
the details In this as in other cases which.

be eo fatal to any self-respecting 
spirit s amour propre. What was the 

counsel and advice 
fortunes of Mrs. Octavla 

draw. And 
ey say in “Alice” did she draw?

spirit’s amour propre, 
effect of their ghostly

-tP the life and fortui__ __
Day? They taught her to 
what, as they say in “Alice”
We can only quote the reporter’s account: 
of these “extraordinary drawings.” “One 
of these,” he «aye, “which she told a Mias 
Harness was done under the spiritual 
guidance of her little brother, consisted 
first of all of a mystic ‘7.’ Then her pen 
wrote: ‘We are seven,* and drew a v-mb- 
stone with a ‘7’ upon it—all under the In­
fluence of .Septimus, who stood over with 
folded arms and magnetized her.”.

Now, is that a feat of which any reas­
onable spirit can be proud?

The case for the spirits was cleverly 
conducted, and it was duly brought out in 
evidence that Sir Oliver Lodge. Sir Wil­
liam Crookes, - and the 
Haweie believed Jn spirits, 
were not mad. We do not believe that 
Sir Oliver Lodge’» spirits make him frrite 
sevens and draw tombstories,
“see little things,” as these discreditable 
specimens are reported 
Mrs. Day. But let that pass. The fact 
remains that this slight puff apart, the 
tendency of. the whole proceedings is . to 
bring the spirits concerned Into contempt. 
It perhaps would-be another matter if this 
trial had shown that the spirits had sug­
gested to Mrs. Day. to leave her money 
tq mediums. - They might then have gained 
instead of losing vothrles. 
would-be mediums would at least hâve 
beèn recruited. But. they did" not. For 
the finding of the jury rests on the as­
sumption that the spirits did flot suggest 
thte sensible provision for the materia 
future of their dependents. They 
thought of It. We rah only say it 
like culpable improvidence and ingratitude.

Rev. Mr. 
and yet

or even
to have made poor

The ranks of

seems
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EARLY GENIUS.

Davy , -made his epochal experiment 
meltlit ice by. friction .when -but twenty. 
Xoung? wa* fi»o older when he made tote 
first commun I eat ion to the iRoyal Society 
and was lu his twentyrseventh year when 
he first actively espoused the undulato 
theory. Freènël was twenty-six when 
made his first important discoveries in. 
the same field, and Aârgo, who at once 
became bis champion, was then but two 
years h>is senior.

Forbes wae under thirty when he dis­
covered the polarization of heat, which 
pointed the way to Mohr, then thirty-one. 
to ttie mechanical equivalent. Joule was 
twenty-two In 1840, when his great work 
was begun, and Mayer whose discoveries 
date from the same year was then 26 
which was also the age of Helmholtz, 
when he published .his Independent discov­
ery of the same law. Wiliam Thomson 
was^ a youth just past his majority when 
he came to the aid of Joule before the 
British society and but seven years older 
when formulated his own doctrine of dis­
sipation of energy.
Rhnkiue, who are usually mentioned with 
Thomson as the great developers of thero- 
mo-dynainics, were both far advanced be­
fore they were thirty. We may well agree 
with the father of inductive science that 
“the man who is young in years may be 
old in hours.”—Exchange.

And Clausius and

-o-
> WAYS OF THÇ TOAD#

It is remarkable that the toad, doving 
water as It does, should wander 
from watery regions 
it can never see a drop 
at rain time and leaVe its

away
where
except

ry ground, 
of water 

,_C water rights to 
the ^ undisputed possession of its ranal 
uef^hbor the frog. How the toad loves 
water must be known to every garden 
lover.- When ever there is a shower the 
creature leaves its cool retreat under the 
plaza or shed and stands as far as it* foçe 
leg* will let it, erect in the rain, apparent­
ly ^enjoying to the utmost the sht

Whenever they are near the water at 
breeding time - they deposit long, slimy 
string^ of eggs, 
to go through 
mon with bis

to d

ower

and the young toad has 
the tadpole stage in com- 
brother frog. But when 

they are wholly excluded by distance 
from the water they seem to have the 
power of being viviparous, or bringing- 

-forth their young alive. In the water 
fertilization ie effected in the same manner 
as in fishes, but the method in the land 
life career is not known.
Is known is that confined toads are found 
with Jtttle teade, no longer than hot 
flies, about them after a time, anTT in 
walled gardens and places far removed 
from' water little toads, no larger than 
peas, wandering around on their own re­
sources and which could never have been 
tadpoles, are within common experience.

About all that
use

o-
PLAYING THE PART.

Home Magazine.
Eugene Cowles saved two women 

bathers from drowning last summer 
in Lake Memphremagog. In making 
this rescue Mr. Cowles bruised his 
arm—it struck a rock as he dived in. 
Pointing to.the scar the actor said:

“When I got that bruise I felt like 
a young Chicagoan named Littledale, 
who played with me in amateur the­
atricals in my early youth.

“Littledale, in one of our shows, had 
to leap into a river in order to escape 
from a wild beast.

“The stage was so arranged that the 
Littledaleriver was invisible, 

to leap and disappear, striking atepft 
mattress in the wings, and at the same 
time a rock was to be dropped Into a 
tub of water to create a splash.

“But, though the leap worked all 
right hr rehearsal, on the night of 
actual perfôrmance it went wrong. 
There ‘was neither mattress nor tub 
there. When poor Littledale jumped 
he fell eight feet and landed on an 
oaken floor with a crash loud enough 
to wake the dead, and there was no 
splashing water to dfown the crash, 
by Jove.

“The audience, expecting to hear a 
splash, and hearing Instead the thun­
derous impact of Littledale’s bones on 
the oak, set up a titter. —. 
heroic Littledale, equal to the 
casion, silenced them.

“ ‘Heavens ! ’ he shouted from below, 
‘the water’s frozen!’ ” i

was

oc-

- : -■

THE REAL BOSS.
“There’s si man at the door, pa,” called 

little Willie from the lower hall, “who 
wants to see the boss of the house,”

“Telf your mother,” called pa.
“1>I1 Bridget,” promptly 

mother.”—Philadelphia Press.

THE “SILENCE CURE.”
Nerve specialists are now recommending 

a , “silence cure” for ladle* who suffer 
from nerves; The patients have to set 
apart certain hours in which no word is 
spoken. ,A lady we know tried this treat­
ment with a curious result. S-he..herself 
egme out in a rash, but her husband, who 
suffered from headaches, recovered.—Lon­
don Weekly.

called his

IMPRESSED.
“You seem -greatly impressed,” said the 

minister, “with my description of how 
they brought the head of John the Baptist 
before the King on a ealwer.”

“Yés,” sighed Mrs. de Style, “I was 
thinking how much better they trained 
servants in those days.” “Now mine, 
when they bring me things, are forever 
forgetting the salver.”—Louisville Cour­
ier-Journal.

NOTES BY POLICEMAN PUNCH.
It is satigfacto to know that there are 

people among us. 
howl Tuesday 
on squage ceased 
drawing Its atteu- 

Organs and street
broken 

ance is re- 
where some bur-

n is satisractory to 
still «orné law-abiding 
A baby who started to 
In a well-known London 
at once upon its nurse 
tion to the notice: “ 
crie* prohibited.”

An epidemic of dog stealing has 
out. The most aggravated Instant 
ported from the suburbs, 
glare, not content with a quantity of 
silver and jewelry, took ydth the s

last

■■ ■ swag
the valuable watch dog as well.—Punch.

DISCERNMENT.
The way - eolored folk have of 

up phrases which th 
about them

picking
ey hear used toy white 
is amusingly lllustrh- 

y a conversation which was over-
people 
ted toL
heard recently on the streets of a South­
ern city.

“Howdy, Mis Mandy. How Is you?” 
called one dueky aurfty to another.

“Oh, I jes tollable. Mis Johnson. How 
you’ feelin’?” was the response.

“Why, I’se arfeelin’ mighty peart. I Is,” 
confided Mrs/ Johnson. “I suttenly does
feel flue.” ......................

“Welliim, you’ «ho’ is lookin’ well.” 
agreed her friend. . “You* color’s so good.” 
—Lippincott’* Magazine.

USING UP THE STOCK.
The Philadelphian was staying at a hotel 

a Georgia town. He rang, for an at­
tendant whom he asked if bath tubs were 

vided.
‘Yessuhv” answered - the negro, “wé’se 

got some nice tubs and he presently< re­
turned bearing en his ehouldeié a coffin 
with silver plaited handles and ..lid all 
complété,

“What do you mean , by bringing me 
that?” demanded the traveler.

“Pat’s de bath tub, suh.”
“The bath tub?”
“Yessub. You see. : suh, de landode :>he 

used ter he in de nndèrtakln’ blzne*s. «ai^’. 
he had a-lftt of cofflni on ban’; an’, xlÿüt 
he «fit* outv aa^took dlsxbote-1 he brought 
all fle coffins the>new man ? didn't 
His sou la in de tlnsmif-bizness. suh, so 
hè done had de.coffins lined wif tin. an’ 
dev make nice bath tubs. Jesr you try 
an’ yon’ll find dis one all right.”—Suc­
cess Magazine.

pro

want.

THOSE AWKWARD QUESTIONS.
Tltis little stery comes from the sooth:
The flmt slice of goose hàd been cut, 

and the negro -minister, who had been in­
vited to dine, looked at’it with as keen 
anticipation as was displayed ln the faces 
around him.

“Pat’s as fine a goose a* I ever saw. 
------------ ” lie said to- his host.ttfrtr.fi o " flnoBrudder Williams." he said to- his host. 

“Where- did yoo get siich a fine one?”
"Well. now. Mtetah Hawley." said the 

oarrev of the goose, with a jmddsn access 
of dignity. "When you preach a special 
good sermon I never axes you where you 
got it. Seems to me dat's a trlv’al matter 
anyway.”—Scissors.

USES OF MILK.
A- very mild north of, England vicar 

had for some time been displeased with 
the quality of milk served Mm. At length 
he determined to remonstrate with hie 
milkman for «applying such weak stuff.
He began mildly. , _ ,

“I’ve been wanting to see you In regard 
he qiwllty of milk which yon are serv-

‘n* Ycs.slr." uneasily, answered the trades-

“I only wanted to sIlf,” continued the 
minister, “that I use the milk for dietary 
purposes exclusively and not for christen­
ing.”—London Tit-wits.

A THREAD TOOTH. 5

to t

* "Another thread tooth,” said the den-

thread with it. All the enamel is worn
,r“Women**1 are foolish to bite thread. 
What are knives and scissors for? But 
no—they must gnaw off. In rodent fashion 
all the thread and string and twlpe and 
cord they have, to do with, sndtheresuit 
Is alw-ays a, thread tooth, a tooth with tine
eU“Ncverf use your teeth os scissors, ma­
dam, and counsel your friends never to 
use theirs- soz”

list.

AN ECCLESIASTICAL HAT,
A milliner who works in a large city

aTstr
She s^idThaï U“haïbeen"trlmmed^nThe

'T‘?Bnt.”ldMld the saleswoman, “the. trim­
ming U on the left side. That Is where
lt “l?Sdoe«n't^make any difference whether 
It ought to be jn front or back, or left, 
it’s cot to be on, the church side.“cfiurch side," gasped the astonished

I sit right next the 
to haveTes, church side.

wall in church, and I nj not going 
all that trimming next the wall. I want 
it on the other side, so the whole congre-
gl*The trimming was promptly placed on 
the . “church side” of the hat—Youths 
Companion.

LITERARY GOSSIP.

anFi%%FtStSiJirttk..C0UUt'y

American writers are like their English 
cousins ln that respect. They seldom think
aUj1,merstHÏnetke%Sd^ llThls thinking in 
a cathedral but writes in a merry-go- 
round. Thus his thoughts are, profound 
anil "hU Atvle vertigiuous.'“Dr Henry Van Dyke develops his plhmb- 
less thoughts in « dark room and writes 
In sunlight on a bouse top.

F Hopkinson Smith thinks before au 
open wood five in town, and writes in a 
lighthouse by the sea.

Hamilton Wright -«able thinks automa­
tically, so lt doee not matter where his 
thoughts are ticked out. He writes in 
a cozy comer. . ,

Upton Sinclair does his thinking in a 
baloon and writes In a padded studio.

Authors are frightflly interesting dont 
you think. ?—Puck.
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