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Registered the 2nd day of April, 1897.
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. S. Y. WOOTTON,
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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Third Session of the Seventh Parliament,

s

FORTY-SEVENTH DAY.
MoxnpAy, April 19, 1897,

The speaker took the ‘¢hair at 2 p.m.

Praye};(se were read by the Rev, Perci-
val Jenns.

The private bills committee presented
a report which stated that the pream-
ble had been proven in the case of the
Cascade, Water, Power, and Light Co.,
and recommeneing that the privilege ac-
corded to-companies under the Water
Clauses Consolidation Act be extended
thereto. The report was adopted.

A petition from Fort Steele was read
in favor of the congtruction of Crows
Nest Pags Reilway. _

The petition was received and ordered
to be printed. .

The following bills were read a first
time:

A bill to amend the * Provincial Land
Surveyors Act, 1891,”’ and the ‘‘ Provin-
cial Land Surveyors Amendment Act,
1892 ’—Mr. Helmcken.

A bill to amend the * Revenue Tax
Act ’—Hon Mr. Tarner.

A bill “to prevent the spreading of
Noxious Weeds ’—Hon. Mr. Tarner.

A bill to amend the  ‘ Hotticultural
Board Act, 1894 ’—Hon,!Mr, Turner.

A bill for securing the safety and good
health of workmen engaged in or about
the metalliferous mines in the province
of British Columbia by the appointment
of an Inspector of Metalliferous Mines—
Hon. Mr. Baker. :

A bill to amend ghe ‘‘ Mineral Act,
1846 ’—Mr. Smith. 3

Mr. Helmcken moved, seconded by
Mr. Rithet, ** That an humble address
be presented by this houseto His Honor
the lieutenant-Governor, praying him
to move the Dominio# government that
while this bouse i8 of the opinion the
Dominion government isfully impressed
with the strong claims of this province
entitling this province to representation
in the cabinet of the government of the
Dominion of Canada, this house respect-
iully submits that effect should be given
to such representation by the Dominion
government by the appointment of some
representative from this province at an
early date.” . s

Mr. Helmcken in speaking to the mo-
tion said he thought the time had come
when the province should ‘be given the’
representation in the cabinet it was en-
titled to. He thought the province
should be represented in the Dominion
ministry not as a matter of grace, but as
a matter of right.

Mr. Semlin did not think this was a
move in the right direction. The prov-
ince should not interfere with the mat-
ter of ministerial representation at Oi-
tawa. The leader of the government,
whether Conservative or Liberal, there
should bave a free haud-in choosing his
ministers. He did not think there was
a British Columbia. member competent
for a position in the cabinet. :

Mr. Kennedy did not think the house

ghould interfere in_any shape or form ia government intluence and the failure to

this matter. In the pastthe subject had
placed the provinee in‘a very ridiculous
position.

0
Mr. Kellie supported the resolution. railways, as th%l was too big a job for

We had not fair representation at Otta-
wi now, and it was pecessary that this
should be changed. The_ province had

other province. .

Mr. Sword could not support the reso-
lution. He said the Dominion govern-
ment could, very probably and justifia-

bly, tell the province to mind 1ts own | committee that noarrangement had been

business. ;

Major Mutter, agreed that this was
scarcely a resolution thafshould be pass-
ed by the house. Theprovincial legisla-
ture should keep out ot Dominion poli-
tics.

Mr. Helmcken in closing the debate,
thought the ground he placed this reso-
lution in was much broader than the
ground taken by ‘the leader of the op-
position. The view he took agreed with
that of Senator McInnes, that it was of
great importance to British Columbia
that we should have a man’in the eab-
inet conversant with British Columbia
affairs. He took exceptien to Mr. Sem-
lin’s statement, that there were no men
representing the province at Ottawa to
whom such a position could be given.
Our members were as bright as any of
the men there.

The resolution was defeated by 14
votes to 12 on the following division:

Ayes—Turner, Eberts, Martin, Rithet,
Helmcken, Kellie, Adams, Bryden,
Hume, Rogers, Braden, McGregor—12.

Nays—Pooley, Kennedy, Macpherson,
Kidd, Sword, Williams, Semlin, Cotton,

Hunter, Irving—14. =

- Mr. Sword moved, seconded by Mr.
Hume, ‘That in requiring a declar-
ation from the surveyor who has sur-
veyed land for an intending purchaser,
whether any of such land was likely to
be required for \a  townsite or fishing
station, the legislature intended that
the attention of the land- office should
becalled to the nature of the land ap-
plied for, and that it should not be
treated as ordinary land held open to
purchase.” The mover asked that the
debate be adjourned without making a
8peech. ;

This was agreed to. ;

On the motion to go into committee of
the whole on the loan bill :

Mr. Smith moved that it be an in-
struction to the committee to consider
the following amendment to sub-section
(b) of eection 8: To-strike out all the
words after the word ‘‘from”’ in line
one and insert the words *‘ Asheroft to
Quesnelle, approximately one hundred
and ninety-five miles.” )

Mr. Smith said that as he understood
it it was the government’s intention to
promote the best and cheapest road to
Cariboo, and he believed that a line
starting from Asheroft would be much
more convenient than one from Bute
Inlet.

Mr. Sword thought the object of the
amendment was to secure what the
government required—the best com-
munication with Cariboo in the earliest
possible timo. The motion was defeated
by 18 to 11. Mr. Stoddart voting with
Mr. Smith, but Mr. Kellie with the
government, a8 will be seen from the
following decision :

Ayes—Kennedy, Hume, Macpherson,
Kidd, S8word, Williams, Semlio, Cotton,
Graham, Smith, Stoddart,—11.

Nays—Huff, Kellie, Mutter, Helmck-
en, Baker, Turner, Martin, Rithet,
Adams, Pooley, Eberts,.Bryden, Rogers,
Huuter, Irving, Braden, McGregor,—17.

Mr. Speaker remarked that the motion
being defeated a similar one could not be
moved in committee.

Mr. S8emlin claimed that the senior
member for Victoria (Mr. Rithet) was
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him t0 be personally interested in this
matter, - : g

Mr. Rithet—T do not know that I am
going to get anything. :

The house then wen$ 1nto committee
on the loan bill, Mr. Stoddart in the
chair. .

On clause 2 Hon. Mr. Turner* moved
an amendment to the effect that mo
money should be borrowed in the matter
before July 1, 1898. This was nece:

to keep faith with the money market.
Mr. Sword moved as an *amendment
to the amendment that no money should
be borrow until July 1,:1899,

Mr, S8word’s amendment was defeated
and the Premier’s was agreed to. The
clause as amended was then passed.
Clause 3 to 7 were agreed to and on
clause 8 coming up which provides $4,-
000 per mile to the different lines,

Mr. Graham moved an amendment to
subsection (a), which refers to the 100
miles from Penticton to Boundary, as|
follows: *‘ Provided thatno person, firm
or company shall be entitled to a subsidy
for the construction of the aforesaid line
of railway except on conditions that the
company applying for same shall enter
into an agreement; first, to begin and
carry on the construction from Pentie-
ton; second, bona fide and continuous
construction shall be commenced and
carried on within 6 months from the
time of the passage of the act.”’

Hon. Mr. Tarner said the amend ment
if carried would kill the proposed line;
far better leave the government to secure
the best terms for construction (hear,
hear.) r
Replying later to Mr. Sword, Hon. Mr.
Turner emphatically asserted that there
was not the slightest arrangement with
Mr. Heinze. The object of this bill was
to get the line built as soon as possible.
It was admitted on all sides that this
was one of the most important lines that |
were needed. There had been no propo-
sition whatever from the Columbia and
Western. 9

After some further discussion, Mr.
Graham altered his amendment so as to
make coastraction commence within 15
months. !
Hon. Premier Turner accepted the
alteration, and the amendment was
agreed to.

Mr. Sword meved the following
amendment: ‘To add the sub section
() * such railway, subject to the floating
of bonds to an amount sufficient to con-
struct the said railway over’ and above
the subsidy here granted, with such fur-
ther subsidy as may be contributed by
the Dominion, to be bailt by the Gov-
ernment as a public work.”

Mr. Cotton argued that the govern-
mentshould be$4,000 per mile to the line,
get $8,000 from the Dominion govern-
ment, and then go into the public mar-
ket and sell debentures for the balance
required, but the government shounld not
guarantee such debentures.

Hon. Premier Turner said that wounld
be unfair to the public in the case of
such. a line not being able to pay the de-
bentures. It would be a disgrace to the
province should tke latter turn out to be
the case as the bonds were sold under

pay the bonds would ruin us in the
money market. The government did
not intend to into the building, of

the province at the present time.
After some:further debate,

arrangement with Mr, Heinze to con-
struct the line. ;

Hon. Col. Baker said once more that
he had given a distinet assertion to the

made with that gentleman.

Mr. Sword’s amendment was defeated
by 15 votes to 11, and the sub-section
was passed.
"Mr. B8word moved' to strike out sub-
section (b), which provides for $4.000 per
mile being paid to a railway from Bute
Inlet to Quesnelle, approximately two
hundred and thirty miles.
* Mr. Ritheét was surprised at a remark
made by Mr. Sword that the people of
Victoria had been driven into thinking
that the British Pacific was practicable.
This scheme had been pursued with
much earnestness. The promoters had
gone to much trouble and to some ex-
pense, who had worked on the proposi-
tion in every way they knew how in
order to secure the carrying-. out of the
project at the earliest  possible moment.
It would be something to the credit of
the hon. member for Dewdney (Mr.,
Sword) if he would do something for
his country and not try to
burke all the enterpriseg brought
forward to develop the province.
Were this line from Bute Inlet to Ques-
nelle put through we would seean era of
prosperity which we were not likely to
experience without that. There was
now, he was glad to say, some hope of
getting the money for the line, if every-
thing turned out as they hoped. If it
came to a question of his building the
road or some one else doing so, he was
perfectly satisfied to step aside if that
anybody élse would build the road at
once and on the same terms. His great
hope was to see the road built.
Mr. Sword accepted the statement of
the hon. gentleman, but still held to the
opinion that from Bute Inlet was not
the way to build a road into Cariboaq,
The amendment was defeated. « .
Mr. Williams moved as an amendment
to sub-section {(b): But in no case shall
the subsidy hereinafter authorized be
granted be applied in aid of any under-
taking under the charter granted to the
British Pacific Railway Company. The
amendment was defeated and the sub-
section was passed. :
Hon. Mr. Tarner moved that in lien
of sub-section (c) insert the following:
(c.) For a railway from the coast,in the
neighboghood of liel
Point Roberts, via Chilliwack, to Pen-
ticton, approximately two hundred and

jrty miles.
thMrs., Cotton complained that Vancou-
ver and New Westminster were left out
in the cold. . B

Hon. Mr. Turner said tbe amendment
was virtually that asked for by the
deputation from Vancouver .and New
Westminster. It appeared to him that
the line must. connect with these two

es. ‘

mtlldr.-Helmcken asked that the name of
the Vancouver, Vietoria and Eastern
be placed in the sub-section as being the
company to whom the bonue was to be
granted. That would help them to get
help from the Dominion government.
He moved the adjournment.

The committee rose and_reported pro-
gress, and asked leave to sit again.
- Mr. Speaker informed the house that
he had received a letter from Mrs.
Kitchen thanking the members for their
kindness in connection with the death of
her husband, the late member for Chili-

.time wasted in-a-discussion by members

of English Bluff, near|

r, Speaker-has_ given the following
ruling: B G
A point of order having arisen as to
the right of an hon, member to discuss
the merite of a question upon a motion
for an adjournment of a debate, Mr.,
Speaker ruled that the debate nust 'be
confined to the matter-of the motion for
the adjonrnment, and in support of that
ruling submits the following authorities:
There is no rule in this house bearing
on the point, but—rule 110 (Legislative
Assembly of British, Columbia): *In
all unprovided cases, the rules, ~usages,
and forms of the House of Gomrons of |
the United- Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland shall be followed,”’

Rule 22 (Imperial Honse of Commons,
passed 27th November, 1882): * That
when a, motion is made for the adiosuﬁ
ment of\an debate, or of the housedur-
ing any debate, or that the chairman of:
a committee .do report progress or-do
leaye the chair, the debate thereupon
shall be confined to the matter of such
motion.”’ 3 3

On a motion for the withdrawal of a
bill, or for the postponement of a stage
of a bill, the provisions thereof must not
be discussed, and debate must bestrictly
confined to the object of -the motion.
Debate also on & motion for the adjourn-
ment of the house, or of the debate,
must, pursuant to Standing Order NB.
22, be kept to the motive of the motion.
May, 10th Ed., p. 300, » '
It is not regular to discuss the merits|
of a bill, or other order of the day, upon
a motion for its postponement. Other-
wise the merits of a bill rhight be de-
bated not only upon its severgl stages,
but whemever its postponement is pro-
posed. May, 10th Ed., pp. 801-2.
Bourinot, - p. 351, says:—*‘The rule
requiring that speeches should be rele-
vant to the question under consideration
has never been s{;plied in- the Canadian
houses—nor until recently in the Eng-
lish parliament—to motions for the ad-
journment of the houseor the debate.:
ew rules have been very recently
adopted in the English Commons to con-
fine debate to the motion for adjourn-
ment, when it is madeduring the discus-
sion of the matter.” .

The wisdorg of the rule of the Imperial
parliament will be understood when I
point out that in its absence-a matter
might be debated over and over again by
the same members on. motions to ad-
journ. - A lamentable instance of what
may be done in thisdirection is present-
ed by a recent debate in the Canadian
House of Commons, where on a motion
to adjourn a debate, the whole' question
was gone over again, and much valuable

who, at an earlier stage having spoken
to the main question, claimed and were
accorded the privilege of discussing the
whole matter again,

Six o’clock was called.

- After Recess.

The house again went into committee
at 8:20 p.m., on the Loan bill. g
Mr. Helmcken urged on the Premier
that the Vancouver, Victoria & Eastern
should be named in the bill,

Hon. Mr. Turner thought it wonld not
be advisable at the pregent time to name
any company. Undoubtedly the com-
pany which had been referred to by the
hon. gentleman who had just sat down
was in such & position that it would very

“was prepared to

that .was 8o it would be en-
titled to the very first consideration.
It was hardly a fact to say that it was
owing only to the suggestion of the depu-
tation that the change was made in this-
bill. 'The government had this idea
with respect to the through line, but
there was a question whether it would
not be advisable'to commence as was in-
dicated in the government bill as first
brought in eo that they might ascertain
the feasibility of the route from Hope
through the mountains. The deputa-
tion gave them a great deal more in-
formation of that than they had thought
there was, and it was also considered
that if the government had to havea
survey made it would -cost a great deal
of money, while under the present
method it would cost the government
nothing. If the company could not find
a suitable route then the line would not
be built and theréwould.be no subsidy.
It was felt, therefore, that it would be
best to offer the subsidy. for the 230
miles in accordance with the almost uni-
versal request from the province.

The sub-section as amended was then
passed. Phi
Mr. Sword moved as an addition to
section 8: Any money hereby authorized
to be granted in aid of any of these lines
ghall be used by the government; to-
gether with any additional grant that
may be obtained through the Dominion
government, in constructing such rail-
ways a8 government*works, the balance
required for such constrnction to be ob-
tained from:the .sale of bonds, without

however, that should the average cost of
any railway on ‘examination ' exéeed
$25,000 per mile, the government shall
not be authorized to expend any part of
the subsidy until further authorityis ob-
tained from the legislature.

The amendment was defeated and the
clause and other sections' were amended
£0 as to allow any * person’’ as well as
any company to take advantage of the
act and undertake the construction of
any railway mentioned.

Mr. 8word moved as an amendment to
clause 10, that if any tompany with a
land grant took up ome of these lines
with a subsidy it should give up that
land grant for the portiom of the line
subsidized by money.

The amendment was defeated and the
clause apd sub-section passed. .

Hon. Mr. Turner moved the following
as a new segtion: =~ -

11. No person, firm or company shall
be entitled to a subsidy-for the con-
structionp of a line betwgen vicinity of
English Bluff aforesaid -and Penticton,
except on condition. that the company
applying for same shall enter into an
agreement, with proper assprances satis-
factory to the Lieutenant-Governor in
Couneil, to constract and operate daily
between the. vicinity of English /Buff
and Vancouver Island, at the most con-
venient point, a snitable steam ferry for
the transpprtation of cars, freight and
passengers. ;

The section was passed.

Hon. Premier Turner moved the fol-
lowing as a new clause 14: * Any person
or company receiving the benefitof the
provisions.of this act as to any proposed
railways and duly- executing. all agree-
ments on that behalf shall an -
‘come thereby entitled and authorized to
constriet and operate a line or lines of
railways, with all the ueual and ineci-

likely receive that subsidy. "He under-
_The_pra M. Costonid be was orced to the | khsod the:comEBDY wee rupared to maabe]!
as xood and clever representatives as any | conclusion that: the government had an | an  advance very soon, and - if

any -government. -guarantee; provided, |,

’-;Ti!’ (5% 31 ’li v
more particnlarly defined in ‘any agree-
ment made ‘thereunder, ‘subject tq the
provisions of the British Columbia rail-
way act.” . :

This section was carried.

Some discussion took place-on the fact
that Vancouver and New Westminster
are not specially mentioned in the sec-
tions dealing with the line from the
coast to Penticton and

Hou. Mr. Tarner moved 88 a new sec-
tion the following: *No subsidy shall
be granted to the railway mentioned in
subeection {c) of clause 8 of this pct un-
less proper conneection is made With the
citiee of Vancouver and New Westmin-
ster,”’ .

This was agreed to.

Mr. Helincken moved..a. new saction
the effect of which was that the govern-
ment could acguire the subsidized rail-
ways upon terms. -

on. Mr. Turner was of opinion tLat
the amendment if adopted would very
mauch prejudice the c}:uece of financing
the lines. | .
The section was allowed to be put in
the bill, but-will be fally reconsidered
before the bill passes. .

The committee fose and reported pro-
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

Mr. Kennedy as a question of privilege
complained thaf he was not published in
the Vancouver World’s ‘ black list.”

| He felt burt, as anyone on isuch a list
“of  re-election. |

was  almost
(Laughter).

Hon. Mr. Turner moved the second
reading of the act to amend- theNelson

‘and Fort Shegwd Railway - Subsidy

Act, 1892, which extends for six months
the time for designating ‘and sdrveying
the lands to be granted to the 'company.
He said that the company had faithfully
carried &?t all the conditions of import-
ance with respeet to the province. e
railway was running in good ordér.

Mr. Kellie ngved the adjournment of
the debate till fo-morrow, as he wanted
bring down some affidavits regarding
the way in ~which this .line was man-
aged. o

The motion for adjournment was lost
and the second reading was carried.

The house rose at 10:20 p.m.

FORTY-EIGHTH DAY.
TUESDA/Y, April 20, 1897.

The Speaker took the chair at 2
o’clock. |

The Rey. Percival Jenns read prayers.
The private bille committee reported
the preamble proved of the Trail Water
Co.’s bill and the bill to incorporate the
Revelstoke Water Works Eleétrie Light
and Power Company.

Mr. Smith presented a report fron the
mining committee. suggesting certain

amendments to the Placer Mining Act.

" Mr. Semlin asa question of privilege

‘| said he had heard from Chilliwack that

the writ had been issued for the election
of a member to fill the vacaney caused
by the death of Mr. Kitchen. He
wished to know it that was true. His
information, contained ‘in a tele-
gram received before 10 o’clock this
morning, was that the nomination had
been fixed for April- 80, and the
election for May 8. The returning offi-
cer there must have received some in-
structions from somewhere. He asked
for all information in the possession of
the governments, .
3 Me. Speaker-said* he had slgmed “the
‘warrant to the registrar of the Supreme
court to issue the writ about 12 o’clock
this morning. )

Mr. Semlin said he had been informed
that the wiit was issued on Saturday,
and the registrar of the Supreme court
had informed him that he  believed the
writ had been issued on Saturday. For
any further information he was referred
to the Provincial Secretary.

Mr, Speaker: I have no knowledge
whatever of this matter. - Maybe the
hon. member has been. misinformed 1n
regard to this matter.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said the writ was is-
sued on Saturday last, but he had, been
informed that day that the formalities
laid down had not been complied with

before to-day. That being the fact the
writ would be withdrawn and a new one
issued. !
Mr. Sword said that it seemed to him
that there had been gross disrespect to
Mr. Speaker in this matter.
Dr. Walkem said the question arose
how the registrar came to issue the writ
without property' authority? In doing
80 he treated the ‘house with a certain/
amount of disrespect. He claimed that
the Attorney-General had tried to steal
a march on them in regard to the elec-
tion, : J
Mr. Semlin was not satisfied with the
reply of the Attorney-General. He be-
lieved the Attorney-Gieneral was not in-
structed in the matter before the morn-
ing. If that was 20, on whose authority
was ghe registrar instructed to issue the
writ '
Hon. Col. Baker said the Attorney-
General was consulted, and he had told
them an oversight was made. - .
An Hon. Member—When was he con-
sulted ?
Hon. Col. Baker—On Saturday morn-
ing at 10 o’clock.” Now the hon. gentle-
man has got it straight. (Laughter.)
Hon. Premier Turner said it was a
very good thing that the hon. opposition
gehitlemen had got something to talk
iuﬁ:cts. (Hear, hear),

jor Mutter—Hear, hear. (Laugh-

Do .

Hon, Premier Turner sympathized
with them. As had been already sapid,
there had eyidently been an oversight.

Mr. Fors! On whose part?

Hon. Premier Tarner—* If one is in it
the whole lot of us are in it.”” (Laugh-
ter.) He did mot want to back out-of
anything of that sort, and he certainly
knew as much about it as anvbody else.
The whole matter was certainly an over-
sight. The thing he felt most about was
that it should in any way be ' considered
as' & slight on Mr, Speaker.  (Hear,
hear.) felt-sure that-he would not
congidér it in that light, and that he
would believe it was an error. -An hon.
member had declared: that the govern-
ment-had tried to steal a march. ' He

‘men who went up from here toattend
Mr. Kitchen’s funeral had been very
zealous, for even‘at that time—when
politics should have been kept out—they
could work in at the bye-election.

ter).

march on the i

dental powers. in that behalf; between

wack.

debarred from voting, as he understood

any points mentioned in this act to be

was dropped.

as Mr. Speaker’s warrant was not issued | .

about. They were generally so short of,

thought that might better be said of the
oppoeition. He understood that gentle-

had taken steps towards seeing how they|
Major Mutter—Heas, hear. (Laugh-|
Mr, Williams said they must accept m”l-dyu-wnmm

the explanation, but'#.did seem as if
the government had tried to steal a

of the special committed on land clpim-
ed by Rnaekles Bros. as follows: -«

1. That the land referred to was 1;3-
surveyed, unreserved and umoccupied,
so far a8 the records of the land office
show and within the meaningof the act.

2, That the committee have examined
the original surveyor’s notes in-the_pos-
session of the land office of the pre-emp-
tion of Ruckles Bros. and several wit-
8. Miiat the drigt Vo spadiedtion ot

. Tha e " original "application o
Ruckles Bros.; dated Novegxber‘m, 1891,
was for640mps, but both the sketch
plan and deseription of the land accom-
panying the same were incorrect and did
not cover the land intended to be ap-
plied for, The description was corrected
in the lands and works department
when the original record was issued, and
did include the land in .djgpute.

4. That the land in dispute is not in-
cluded in‘ the acreage ‘surveyed for
Ruckles Bros., and is not returned on
the surveyor’s plan as part of their pre-
emption. S
_5. That the purchaser of the land in
glspute owns the adjoining section, No.

. 4 b
6. That the records of the lands and
works in connection’with the purchase
of the land'by Miss Davie appear to be
in accordance with the requirements of
the Land Act, 1895, ol
" Mr. Graham claimed that the investi-
gation had.not gone far enongh, and he
nrge:athlt‘tha Teport should not be re-
ceived.
Mr. Williams said the report was a
majority report. He agreed with the
hon. member who had gust spoken that
the investigation had not gone far
enough and the report should not be re-
ceived.
Hon. Mr, Martin said the Ruckles’
brothers case- had been very carefully
considered and the greatest care had
been taken to see that,nd injustice was
done. They were not the injured parties
'the hon, gentleman (Mr. Williams) tried
to make out. They - recognized them-
selves that they had no right to the few
acres in dispute because they never paid
taxes on them, though they paid taxes
on the rest of the property. He saw no
reason why the report should not be re-
ceived.
Mr. R. R.'Rithet defended the report
of the committee, and said that the evi-
dence taken conelusively proved that the
action of the. officials of the lands and
works dgpartment had been entirely in
accordance with the law.
Mr. Bryden as a member of the com-
mittee was satisfied that the surveyor
who surveyed the land never intended
that the land in .dispute should be.in-
cluded in Ruckles Bros’. pre-émption.
After some further debate,;
Hon. Premier Turner said- when this
matter came up on the ‘budget debate
attacks were made on the lands and
works department and the matter was
taken as an excuse to 'roast the Chief
Commissioner. The opposition had en-
deavored to show that the Chief Com-
missioner bad not conducted his depart-
ment in the manner laid down by law.
This committee was then appointed and
the opposition were disappointed with
the report. They felt at the time of the
budget that they would able to make
out their charges against the Chief
Commissioner or his department, and
now they were grievausly disappointed.
[ The report of the oomm‘i_;m‘ghqwbd
that the law was carried out precisely in
accordance with the Land Act and | it
justified the ecotirse which had been
taken by the Chief Commissioner, That
being so, the gentlemen who -made

owed him an abject apology for the way
they treated him. (Hear, hear.)

The report was received on a vote of
16 to 11, , e

The following bills were read a first
fime after being infroduced’ by the hon.
members named :

By Hon. Mr. Eberts—A bill respecting
the revised statutes of British Colum bia.
By'Hon. Mr. Eberts—Anaect to amend
the Small Debts Aet, 1895. »

By Mr. Smith—An act to'amend the
Placer Mining Act, 1891.

Hon. D. M. Eberts presented a reffarn
relating to -the security required -té be
deposited by the Columbia.-& “Western
Railway Co. under section 3 of the Col-
umbia & Western Railway Subsidy Aet,
1896, and the orders-in-council relating
thereto. ‘ .
Hon. G. B, Martin presented a return
of com‘sipondenee between the govern-

acquisition of land in connection with
the London and.Blue Jay mineral claims
in Slocan aé a crown grang.

. Hon. Col. Baker presented returns of
papers respecting the degirability of in-
creasing the capitation tax on Chineseen-
tering the Dominion, and snbmitting that
British Columbia is entitled to three-
quarters of guch revenue. The return
coneists of an extract of a report ifrom
the Dominion Privy Council, approyed
April 7, 1897, stating in reply to the
request of the province:

‘“ The Minister of Trade and Commerce,
to whom the matter was referred, sub.
mits that similar . representations have,
on various occagions, been made by the
legislature of British Columbia, which
have been adversely reported upon by
his predecessors, and haying himself
carefully considered -the matter he .is
not prep recommend any change
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Mr. R. P. Rithet presented the report T
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charges against the Chief Commissioner”

ment and other persons in relation to the.

in the present law having reference to
the capitation tax npon Chinese or with
reference to the to that prov-

ince of any greater of such tax
‘than is now prcovl1!4&’"?623""l
The hotse went into committes on the
Loan bill, Mr. Stoddart in the chair.

. Mr. S8word moved to reconsider sec-
tion 19, as follows: e
.19, The Lieutenant-Governor-in-Coun-
cil, at any time hereaftér on giving two
years’ notice to the ¢ompany, may ac-
quire any line of railway to which a sub-
sidy has:been granted, paying to the
company therefor: ;
(a.) Should the railway be taken over
at any time within ten years from the
date of the payment of the subsidy, the
amount of money bona fide expen in
actual construction over and above the
amount of the subsidy herein authorized,
and any additional aid which may be
obtained from the Dominion govern-
ment or any other government or cor-
poration, together with such furthersum
a8, after allowing for any surplus of re-
ceipts over working expenses, will make
up five per centum per annum : or
(b.) 8hould the railway betaken over
at any time after the aforesaid date such
sum as the railway may at that time be
valued at, without making any allowance
for the value of the franchise, and an ad-
ditional amount of ten per. centum on
such valuation. {
Hon. Mr. Turner theught the clause
had much better be-left out. It wasnot
inthe interest of the province, nor was .
it likely to prove beneficial to those who
might wish to build the line. They did
not want to interfere with the financing
of these lines, but that was what the
clause would do.-
Mr. S8word argued that it was extreme-
ly necessary to have the clause in.
Mr. R. P. Rithet said such a clause as
this would hamper the construction of
the railways and would virtually defeat
the object the government ‘had? in view.
He moved that the clause be struck out.
Mr. Cotton said if the clause was
struck out the government should at
least have power to acquire the Pentic-
ton-Boundary, line.
After a long discussion the clause was
struck out.
Mr. Kellie urged “that the Lardeau
country should be given a railway. He
had received a telegram from the upper
country asking for a subsidy for a line
through the Lardean district.
Hon. Premier Turner quite agreed that
the Lardeaif district was a very impor-
tant one and that the district'might turn
out to be just asgood as any other min-
eral region. In the matter of railways,
however, they had to do a little at a
time. He thought a railway through
the Lardeau country was one that they
would have to consider at an early date,
but they had gone far enough ‘in the
matter of railways this session.
The committee rose and reported the
loan bill complete with amendments.

Mr, Semlin rose to a question of privi-
lege. He said: “‘I see by thereportin the
CoLonisT this morning in reference to
the debate yesterday on the motion of
the hon. member for Victoria (Mr. ~
Helmcken) regarding cabinet represen-
“tation, that I am made to say I did not
think there was a British- Columbia
member competent for a position in the
cabinet. Ihm::{. have bc;-an, vﬁ;y _ano;
tunate in the fion of my language i
the reporter could !kgvg honestly <re-
ceived any such impression from what I
said. I said the members for the prqv-
ince in the Dominion house #were
politically inexperienced men. They
may all of them be competent in
the future of becoming cabinet
ministers. I certainly wish to® cor-
rect a mistake so injurious to these
gentlemen as that.”

Homn. Premier Turner moved the sec-
ond reading of the Revenue Tax Amend-
ment Bill. The simple object was to en-
courage young men to join the militia,.
and therefore they would be under the
act relieved from paying the revenue
tax, There was .an impression 'that
clergymen were exempted by this
amended act. That was a mistake.
Thﬁy were exempted already.

r, Syord agked if the act would ap-
ply to,the tax collected by the cities?
Hon. Premier Turper said—* I under-
stand that city militiamen" will be re-
lieved under the Municipal Act, the
amendment to which wilk shortly come
before the house, ' There are some who
live outside cities, and this amendment
is 1o meet their case.” .’

Dr, Walkem considered that a clause
should be put in the act to -relieve men
over a certain age from the tax.

Hon. Premier Turner feared that was
impracticable, The government did not
collect from indigent old men.

The bill was read a second time.

Hon. Premier Turner moved the
second reading of the bill to amend the
Horticultural Board Act, 1894. He said
its object was to reduce the number of
districts into which the province was
divided from five to three. The expense
in connection with the work would also
be reduced. .

The second reading was d to.
Hon. Col, Baker moved :the second
reading of the bill providing for the ap-
pointment of an inspector of metallifer-
ous mines. Hejsaid it wasjvery necessary
owing to the mining development and
for the protection of those engaged in ®
the mines that this billshould be passed.

Mr. Bryden oppoeed the bill in its
present shape. He did so because there
“were no rules for the guidance of the in-
spector or for the safety of the miners.
It was a well known thing that the con-
ditions in each .mining locality were
vastly different, and the special rule
should be framed by the mine owners
and managers for each district.

Mr. Semlin had intended to vote for
the bill, but he was placed in a-dilemma
on hearing the s of the hon. mem-
{ ber for N. Nanaimo. ‘He ‘was not sure
now whether to vote for it or not.

Hon, Mr. Turner said the government
would consider what changes could be
made, and he therefore moved the'ad-
journment; of the debate. .This course
was agreed to. g

The house went into committee on the
B. C. Yukon Railway bill. It was re-
ported complete with amendments.

The Caxgcnde Water, Power -and Light
Company’s bill was read a second time.

The house went into committee on'the
Wide Tire Act, Mr. Braden in the chair.
A number of hon.-members objected to
the bill’ beingt:pplied to their districts
and several attempts were made to kill
the measure, After much discussion
the committee rose and reported :pro-
grese and asked leave to sit again, -

Mr, Williams asked the -Attorney-
General when there wonld be brought
:o:n amendments to the Supreme Court '

cte ¢ .

Hon. Mr, Eberts said that amend-
ments were being prepared. - f

The houge adjourned at 6 p.m,
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