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Circulation Statement.
Total Sales for 1921.. 2,591,989
" Daily Average .. .. 8,757
Increase Over 1920 .. 212,739
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Reduce Both Ways.

On every hand to-day .is
heard a demand for a reduction
of taxation. This is not a new
cry. For ages the lieges have-
ever been requesting that tax-
es be cut down to suit their
purses, but perhaps never be-
fore, .in the history of New-
foundland at least, has there
been an era when the people
were so heavily burdened as in
the years of the administration
of the present Government.
Notmthstandmg that the Prime
Minister in his pre-election
manifesto animadverted severe-
1y on the tariff of 1919 and pre-
vious years, and made promises
that he would have it adjusted
so that the load of payment
would be shifted to the shoul-
ders of those who were in a
position to pay, he is the man—
or his is the- Government—re-
sponsible for. piling on the
weight of both taxation and ex-
penditure, until to-day New-
foundland is expected to raise a
revenue equal toione-half of her
exports, in ordé} to cope with
the carnival of extravagance in-
dulged in by the party in power.
Millions have been squandered}
and millions will yet be squan-
dered if the Government is al-
lowed to pursue its financial
course, a course leading to the
precipice ,of ruin, over which
the country . must inevitably
plunge, unless a check is placed
upon expenditure. Despite
warnings, despite advics,, de-
spite popular protest,. despite
precedents, the Government
gaily carries on and apparently
will not heed the signs. They
will not decrease taxation, they
will not reduce expenditure,
and yet thég can do both if only
they apply a little business acu-
men and develop a knowledge
of the situation which the Col-
ony faces. The present rate of

taxes can be lowered by spend- |

ing less money, and there are’
large avenues through which
disbursements on  public &c-
count-pass that could be clesed,

without loss to the public ser-
vice or detracting from the effi-;

ciency of its officials. Business
must be freed from the
lyzing and~ exasperating tariff

restrictions imposed upon it,
Some encouragement must be
given if trade is to continue as.
,in the past./The man upon whom

work until the pnbhc discovers
it, and then: thete will be a
withdrawal of confidence. And
the public have discovered - the
duplicity of their rulers. Hence
the popular demand fer a more
‘equitable adjustment of reven-
ue and expenditure. Having
made known  their desires the
people are but waiting to see if
L their suggestion of reduction
both ways will be accepted. If
not then there will be a deluge
of protest, accompanied by ac-
tion that will sweep away for
all time those who oppose the
rigigeous sentiments of the
population. The writing is on
the “wall. The Government’s
Belshazzar feast will soon be
brought to a close.

A Fine Point of Law.

‘WAS SCHR. LETTIE B. ILLEGALLY
APPREHENDED

Was S.S. Daisy under commission
from the Customs and on Revenue
Protection Service, guilty of an act
of piracy when Customs Commissioner
J. H. Dee, boarded and seized schoon-
er Lettie B. upon the high seas a few
days ago, confiscated cargo of said
vessel without due trial of the master,
and brought same to St. John’s lodg-
ing it in the bonded warehouse set
apart for such deposits? That is the
question raised by the Government or-
gan—The Advocaté—yesterday. It
also forms the subject of a query,
signed “Mariner” in Telegram. The
schooner in question, it is alleged,

was therefore outside the territorial
jurisdiction of Newfoundland, conse-
quently if the exact position of the
vessel can be proven by those on
board, the ag¢t of bon'ding and seizure
was ultra virés“on the“part of the
Commissioner of ‘Customs, and a nice
technical point of law is thereby in-
volved. The Customs Act of Newfound-
land is very specific on this point. Sec-
tion 21 reads:—“In the case of every
vessel bound for any seaport or place
in this Colony from amy port out of
this Colony, the Collector or proper
officer of such port may cause such
vessel to be boarded by an officer of

purpose at any place within throe
marine miles of the anchorage ground,
and such officer may demand from
the master or purser of such vessel
a correct copy of the Report Inwards
intended by such miaster or purser to
be presented at the Custom House on
arrival.”

Section 119 of the same act reads:
“If any vessel is found hovering in
British waters, within one league
(three miles) of the coasts or shores
of this Colony, any officer of Customs
‘may go on board and enter into such
vessel, and stay on board such vessel
while she remains within the 1imits
of the Colony, or within one league
(three miles) thereof.”

It will be noticed that particular

emphasis is laid on the distance from

'nhore, viz. three miles. Beyond that

{ the Colony has no jurisdiction, there-
{ fore the seizure of the Lettie B. is
. contrary to both the spirit and letter
of the Customs Act, and the master
of the Daisy may possibly have to
answer to a charge if not of piracy,
at least of illegal seizure. It will be
interesting to note the " procedure
which will apply in the event of the
master of the Lettie B. making a pro-

para-| test. The affair will then assume in-
b ternational ‘dimensions.

. ,/The most popular shades in 8ilk
‘Hnsiery in New York this season are
hrk and Camel. Both these shades !

wvre ‘placed on . sale at BISHOP'S
Showreom to-day for only Two-Sixty

the crushing weight of a high

tariff directly falls is the figsher-

men. Aseondxtxonsareto—dny.'

in Newfoundland the fishermen |

are the only producers of wealth
that returns to the country.

Therefomﬁleyinéﬁpctmthe’

was six or more miles from land, and

Customs, detailed by him for such|
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War ?--'Partlctlhi's of the Grlma as
Gleaned by Our Ropori‘ars--ﬂurdcr-
er Still Alive, Makes Statement.

Three'Chinamen were murder-
ed in their laundry on Murray
Street last night. Two others.
are in Thospital dangerously

4 wounded, but are likely to re-

cover. The dead aré:

Hong Lon, proprietor of the
Murray Street laundry, who has
been in the country for several
years. Aged about 28.

Hong Kam Hi, who has also
been in St. John’s for seven or
eight years. He is nearly 34
years old.

So Hi Kai, who has been two
years in the city. His age is
about 30 years.

The wounded are:

Hong Wing, who worked in
Hop Wak'’s, laundry, Casev St.

Wo Fen King, who is held re-
sponsible for the shooting.

Both these men are expected
to live, although their condition
is still precarious.

The motive for the crime still re-
mains a mystery and the only theory
that ¢an be advanced is that it was
the result either of a tong or clan
feud, or a grievance which Wo Fen
King had nourished against his vic-
time. There are several aspects of
the case which are bafiling to the
police. Inspector Géneral Hutchings
and Mr. McCarthy, J.P., obtained a
statement from the murderer this
morning but this has not been di-
vulged.

THE MURDER. i

It is presumed that Wo Fen King'

entered the Murray Street laundry,

armed with a .38 calibre revolver, and

gshot the three inmates before an out-
cry could be raised. It is believed
that Hong Lon was the first to be
shot and that he dropped in a semi-
unconscious state, from which he re-
covered sufficiently to permit him to
struggle forty feet up the hill towards
Parade Street before he succumbed.
This would be after the murderer had
left the laundry.

SHOT AT CLOSE QUARTERS.

Hong Kam Hi ‘m shot through the
heart and fell on his back, his head
hanging over on the left side and his
knees. doubled up. After sheoting
Hong Lon and Hong Kam Hi, the
murderer rushed through an alleyway

.on the left and, turning to the right,

entered a tiny wash room: where he
discovered So Ho Kai ironing curtains.
The intended victim turned and was
shot in the side at such close quar-
ters that his apren was blackened
with powder. He turned and fell in | among
a crumpled heap, with one arm hang-
ing in a clothes basket and his head on
the outside.
FIRED FOUR SHOTS.
Rushing from the place, Wo Fen

King hurried to Casey Street, a con-
siderable distance away, and.entered

dmum

to Jim Gay's laundry, but those in-
side weré tﬂgmndd and would not
let him in. He fell exhausted, with
blood flowing from his mouth, and
was picked up groaning and hurried
to Dr: Roberts' surgery.

THE CRIME DISCOVERED.

The crimé was discovered by Sergt.
Nugent, who was superintending the
watch in the Murray Street section
of the city. He was informed that a
drunken man was lying on the side-
walk near Parade Street, and on ex-
amination he found that the man was
a.Chinaman and that he was dead. He
hurriedly sent for assistance and had
the dead man carried into the laun-
dry. Bntering it himself, he was con-
fronted with the dead body of Hong
Kam Hi, stretched on his back with
his feet pointing towards the door.
So Ho Kai was discovered in the
wash Toom in the position already
described. Through the. courtesy of
the police muthorities a Telegram re-
porter was permitted-to see the laun-
dry this morning. Beyond blood
stains on the floor of the outer apart-
ment, nothing was disturbed and
everything pointed to the victims be-
ing taken by surprise.

POLICE TAKE CHARGE.

Inspector Genmeral Hutchings and
Superintenident O’Neil, accompanied
by other members of the force, quick~
Iy arrived on the scene“and a hasty
search was made for clues. Two con-
stables were left:in charge of the
laundry after all- possible evidence
had been obtained. A few minutes
later the startling news came that
there had beem more shooting, and
upon hurrying to the Casey Street
laundry, news of the remainder of the
tragedy was gleaned. Hong Wing, the
| wounded man, was upstairs in Hop

| Wah’s laundry, waiting for medical
| ald.
TAKEN TO HOSPITAL.

Dr. Roberts was not at home when |
the self-injured murderer was brought’
to his surgery, but assistance was
rendered by Dr. J. N. Macdonald, and
Dr. Anderson was also quickly on the
scené. The ambulance was summon- |
ed and both murderer and victim was |
placed in it, and accompanied by
Constable Pike were driven to the!
General Hospital. At the Hospital, I
Hong Wing was immediately operat- |
ed upon and the bullet was extracted. |
A search of Wo Fen King's clothing
fevealed a revolver in an overcoat
pocket and five cartridges were found
in another pocket.

THE MURDERER.

Womxhslllnm"otm-
t.onandhub«nlnthiseountryﬂ-
most twelve months, He is & brother-]
in<law of Hong Kam Hi, who is

the dead. Wo Fen King was
mmocnmumrm
in France, and after returning to
,mum, came out to Newfoundland.
{mmhnmwuvunmn
! the shooting but his broken utter-
ances could not be understood. Part
of what he seemed to imply was that
he placed the blame for the mur-
~ders upon Hong Lon, the proprietor
‘ot the Murray ®treet laundry. He
!was also understodbd to say that he
‘had been poorly paid by Hong Lon,
for whom: he ‘worked, and that he
.!bnnditknpou!blotolm in any

7

his vietims and that the crime was
the culmination of a feud. It is be-
lieved that he is of a different Tong
from his victims, but lived with them
because of his brother-in-law. Ane
other theory i8 based on the zarbled
statement made by Wo while under~
going medical attendance. This was
to the effect that he had been badly
treated by those whom he shot. Here
the question arises, why did he single
out Hong Wing in Casey Street and
not trouble about the others? The
final theory is that of imsanity, but
there seems to be little evidence to
support this, Kim Lee, the welle
known proprietor of “the Dominien
Cafe, could give no explanation of
the motive for the tragédy. He knew
very little about Wo Fen King.
George Dean, the proprietor of the
Casey Sreet laundry, was also mysti-
fled by the occurrence.

THE RANDOM SHOTS.

Among the mysteries connected
with the crime, is that of the random
shots fired after the wounding of
Hong Wing. Nothing has yet been
advanced to explain this. Three
empty shells were found by a police
constable fin Barron - Street
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'Enjoy them to-night.
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B
-

awhile in "Punch." and so to bed.
“The Chimes” are wonderful.’

UnemPloyed Meet.

ANOTHER DEHAND FOR WORK.

A meeeting of the unemployed open-
ed at the Star Hall at 3 o'clock this
afternoon. There Was a large number
of men present. The purpose of the
meeting was to call the attention of
the Government to the fact that quite
a number of men find themselves in
a precarious position without™prospect
of getting work. It is stated that of
the eight or nine hundred men who
were given employment during the
winter, less than 400 were fishermen
and the rest comprise laborers, clerks
and tradesmen, amongst the latter be-
ing engineers, firemen and coopers.

“The Chimes” will ring for
two nights more only.

Drowned While
Seal Hunting.

BODY RECOVERED,

The Deputy Minister of Justice re-
ceived the following message this
morning from P. J. Bryan, J.P. Tilt-
ing, Fogo District:—“A young man

morning, in the spot where the mupr. D&med Lambert Burke fell overboard

derer shot himself. The revolver is
%ﬂnickel plated one and is of a well

own make. How long it was in the
possession of Wo Fen King is up-
known.

THE POST MORTEM. '

The bodies of the murdered men
were conveyed last night to the
Morgue where they weére seen by a
Telegram reporter to-day. Their faces
did not show any expressions of sur-
prise or fear, préving that they could
not have realized what was bhappening,
80 quickly were their deaths accom-
plished. Doctors Anderson and Grieve
conducted'a post mortem examina-

; tion this morning. Hong Lon was
jfound to have been shot through the

heart, and the bullet was found
lodged near- the heart. The bullet
which killed Hong Kam Hi penetrat-
ed his heart and, coming out, lodged
iin. the spine. So Ho Kal was shot
through the right side, the bullet pass-
'ing through his liver and out on the
| left.

The tunerl!s will take place to-mor-
row and the arrangements are in the
{ hands of Undertaker Martin.

Rosalind in Port.
DENSE F0G OUTSIDE.

S.8. Rosalind, Capt. Mitchell, arrived
in port at 6 a.m. to-day from Halifax
and New York. The ship reports a
denBe fog all yesterday which made
progress slow. Last night a strong
N.E, wind was encountered which ‘d-
ded to the difficulties of na:

The ship Imnnt & mtll M md

from a gunning punt here to-day and
was drowned. His body was recover-!
ed.” It is presumed’ that the man ‘was
out hunting seals when the accident
occurred.

The Matinee will be on Satur-
day. ,

i

NOTE OF THANKS.—The
Ladies’ of the Dorcas Society
wish to’ express their sincere
thanks to Messrs. O’Neil and
Coady of the Majestic Theatre,
for the very generous donation
representing part profits . from

may4,1i

From Capé Race.

i
Special to Evening Telegram.
CAPE RACE, To-day.

Wind North, firesh, weather dull
preceded by smow last night; the
steamer Rosalind passed in at 11.40
paui. yesterday; nothing sighted to-
day; Bar. 20.95; Ther. 40. !

Floral Tributes
tn 1he Departid

Nothing so nice as Flowers in time |
of sorrow. We can supply Wreaths :
and Crosses on short notice, and'
guarantes satisfaction: We will en-
deavour to meet the humblest purse, ‘

“Say it with Flowers.”

YALLEY NURSERIES,
Tessier Brothers.
M 124, Box 994, St. John's,

MARRIED.

April 30th, at St Patrick’s
by the Rev. . Dr. Kitchen,
m. to J. ¥, Caul.
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WILL BE PRODUCED, AT THE CAsiy

To-Night

by the pupils and ex-pupils of St. Patricky
and Holy Cross Schools.

Condgctor :—PROFESSOR HUTTON,

Tickets $1.00, 75¢., 50c., 40c., 20c.,

T at Ropy
Stationery, 180 Water ‘Street.
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Fresh Local Killed Meat
Pork, Beef and Veal

We have just received car

Choice Cattle

and offer special low prices for Friday anj
Saturgday.

Positively—No frozen meat at our Store,

Foster & Shields,

KING’S BEACH.
'PHONE 1246,

may4, 21 5

"PHONE 1244

Fishery Salt!
3500 Tons Cadiz Sall

to arrive about 10th May.

This is the only steamer cargo of Cadiz S
in transit, and buyers desiring this quality ar
recommended to book their order promptly.

- Apply to

JOB BROTHERS & C9., Limitel

may4,5,8,10
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APPLES,
'ONIONS,
ORANGES

WINESAP APPLES, 138’
“SUNKIST” ORANGES,
EGYPTIAN ONIONS:
TEXAS ONIONS.
P.E.L. POTATOES. .
LOCAL POTATOES.
At Lowest Prices.
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