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PO here are thotisands and thotisands of
acres of such land bordemthe Bay
"of Fyndy from which the swiftly rising
and falling waters 'aﬁe:.kegt back by
running dykes along the tide washed
ghores and along the banks of winding
tidal rivers; rivers awhich the summer
tourist might languidly, note as a dried
and parched mud creek, wonde;
at the size ofu.ft nd the trickling mu
stream in its depths, as he motors across
a long en n
and he wonders - more if he has
Jost his way; when he comes
the same bridge at night watches
the moonlight-play on the rushing tur-
bulent river. beneath him,
The soil of heavy red clay is naturally
fertile and nc‘I!], requiring n‘p fer aw!g
nd producing heayy crops of grain
bay year after t the head of
the Basin of °

in - Cdmberland
county lies the famous Tantramar Marsh,
the greatest area of re land in
one unbroken sweep. that thé province
can boast /of, and. the greatest dyked
area in the world; outside Holland.

In this district and across the border
into New Brunswick, the dyked land is
called * W r down' the
bay, in e. region of the Annapolis
Valley, the land of apple orchards anc
the scene of Longfellow’s * vange]me' 4
it is known simply as :‘d ke”. 5

Perhaps it” was the “dyke’’ itself

ed with newly* slm&hed , while
the ‘Llpland is still brown. ﬁm in’ the
drowsy summer sunlight when the shin-

ing water ‘is at tide beyond the
dyke, it forms a g ba

i taken, on its gold-

fields rustle un-

or when the grain
en tint and great t _un
dulate in the early autumn wind, it is
no less i ive; neither fence nor
barn hx:ars_m expanse g}:ﬂucmnd m

Perhaps it was partly marsh
that early attracted the French. Some-
time about the first part of the eighteen-
th cemtury “began to s:ttle there.
But although ‘the  French - are 'often
credited for having built the dykes by
far the greater part of the work, and
real work it must havé been, was done
by the grandfathers and great grand-
fathers of the men who now own the
land. &

The Grand Pre or Grand Prairie  was
the largest area reclaimed by the Aca-

dians.  After the ish Government,
driven desperate by their inability to
make the Acadians. re : their aw

cognize . thej

thority, had expelled thém, their va-
cant lands remained ~ufioccupied: for
five years until a band of settlers, two
hundred strong, from Connecticut came
there. %

They occupied the upland but found
the dykes broken and  dilapidated and
most of the meadow under Water.” For
a long time the Yankees made little or
no attempt to keep the water out. - The
of thése embank-
ments, and of the aborteaux or the
sluice or t#p afrangement; which is
ingeniously built to allow  drainage
water to ‘run -out at low -tide and to
keep the sea water out at high, called
fo a very special kind of knowledge
or skill which they did ot possess,
But a few of the exiled Acadians, who
had escaped’ the" soldiers and were lurk-
ing in the vicinity of their old homes,
did have this. skill and ealisting their
aid, the newco ners gradually shut the
tide out from all the area that had been

That extensive meadow stretchin
more than three milés “east of . Wolf-
ville and more than /two miles  across
to Long Island, forming the Grand Pre
dyke as it is today, was-not completely
reclaimed until 1810, It is stilt cutting
two and three tons of hay. to the acre,

The actual dyke is simply a miound
of earth sometimes - fifteen feet 'high,
Sometimes five, aceording to the ele-
vation of the marsh, and about fifteen
or twenty feet wide at the. base, taper-
ing to perhaps two feet wideyat the
top, depending: on .its height.

Almost every ‘year’ dykes have: to b=
Tepaired, Each section of land encldsed
has 3 ** and under -his
skilled  and ~experienced directiorl the
work is carried out, every farmer . who
owns a plot on that i section
tither must ‘worlhimself or send a
man in his place.’ ‘These men bind them-
Slves into a mild form of organization
tions known as “dyke laws’’;
Officials are appointed to ister the
affairs of thy !a.nd and ownemd t,ha-"dir(ke
Commissioner.a secre and the dyke-

Another m:‘ry these zutocrats
must perform 'is the determination of
the day when! cattle shall or may bé
turned “on ' fo pasture the aftergrowth,
after the gmm has been all gathered
In, or ought to be,gathered in.

To the 'stranger, ownership seems
Tather mysterious. On ° Anpapolis Val-
at least, there are no
no

mark,
To fencgs, - mile after mile-of sameness
\nbroken; "yet ‘each man knows -his

own dyke ag uneuhxy he " knows
his own home, and pats out the
- o8 :

boundary Jinegs

v. to his tﬁind. mark it off
from his neighbor’s land.

hands. of "the gmall

did most of the
the dyke has been
¢ vided to a bewilder-
ing degree. e areas like the Grand
Pre and, the  Tantramar, are owned
literally by thousands  of individuals,
some of them living ten miles and more
away; is divided amongs children
further every generation, = Tllustrative of
still another way in which it may be
acquiréd- is a story which a>certain old
fagx}fr told ‘me.

reclaiming work,
divided gnd subdi

d a weak spot and>in a rush of] A, man. came up to where T
lfi%légus mischief. tears away in" a. few | mowing one day," he said, “and. he
hours what many and weeks of | agked me how much dyke was wotth, *’
I ova Seotla vies Wit Holland el s sthogicomon, practice of

1aybe - ! y standing at so b
he?se%‘f{ in the extefit of dyked lands she acre, says, I, “I don’t km’,;‘% e

w20 you own the dyke?’’ says he.
#No,"”" says L. - 2
“Well, didn’t you rent it?"” says he.
No,” says I g

ﬁh’ what_ claim have you on it,’’

says he,
*1 married/it, ”* 1. And he laugh-
t&ha}(t it was the very best way to acquire
yke, y
Many stories dre told of the old Freach
| days, mostly of treasure buried in ghost-
guarded spets, by the 'supposedly weal-
thy farmers who were away long
ago; and if one i§ inclined to be dubious
of the wealth that may be buried, old
people steeped in ‘d)rke» lore will hasten
10 remind you that pirates also buried
ﬁ,'lgd there, even the s Cap.ain
idd.

So there 'is one spot where at a cer!
tain season a fierce gfeat dog appears
when a man comes too close; the man
retires. hurriedly and the dog vanighes,
the man retraces his steps again and
again the dog appears; the man goes
back for his gun and a companion; but
returning, - finds that he*cannot locate
the t again.

then, there are mysterious lights,
and many Cgears ago when the old peo-
ple were children, there were mysteri-

and | gus visitors, who came hy day and dug

by night and vanished in.the early
morning; afterwards the hole would be
found with perhaps ;the imprint of an
xld-faahionedldimfmpot in thﬁp bottom.

story is told of two men who appear-
ed late one night asking nni,ssgm to
spend the night in an old barn, down
where the upland merged into dyke,
The farmer urged them to stay in the
house, but they refused; they preferred
thé barn. Next morning the strangers

; 1 were gone and in ore of the giant hand-

,h‘ﬂ:n timbers of the old French struc-
t they found where a sliding door
had. been aside, revealing a fair-
sized cavity; what had been in there is

It is probable that many of these
stories were not entirely without foun-
dation. It is recorded of the Acadians
that ‘' they were extremely covetous of
specie, that éhe tegot all they could ax:
it never made appearance again,
obviously they must have been in the
habit of buryipl%l it far away ‘from their
old homes, ' e secret “of the hidi
place would be handed down with
eration, until some descendant found
is way back to reclaim what was prob-
ably a slender, hoard. :
Another story is told of a certain
tired individual who hated work so, that
be sold his run-out fasm and lived most-
Iy b visitinf
could visit, It came to pass that one
day a much bewhiskered peddler, who
was also a palmestry expert, esayed to
read his fortune, gratis, and this for-
tune-teller found that his victim was
g)ing to find four bars of solid gold on
rand Pre dyke before he died.. That
summer ‘the tired one was a willing
worker on' the dyke at haying time,
in fact h€ seemed loath to’ leave -the
dyke at all and only lost faith in the
gl;ld bars when the grain was ready to
harvested. :
During. the war years and just after,
dyke land in the Annapolis Valley sold
at unheard of figures, prices going as
high as $400 per acre. Today it will
hardly fetch half that. Yet the almost
identical marshlands of Cumberland coun-
ty and vicinity will command only from
twenty to fifty dollars per acre, that
being near the shore changing hands
at the better price. It is hard to see
why the difference between prices in
pthe. two places should be so great, es-
pecially as Cumberland would. appear
to be more favorably situated in so far
as markets are concerned.
To a small extent it-may be less de-
sirable  beeause ‘it costs' more te keep
it up, . In the Valley, dykes across' the
mouth of a river suffice to put an end
to- the river and reclaim a large area
of land, as the Canard dyke does across
the mouth of the flat land. The Canard
River once' meandered through a com-
paratively. short dyke, shutting in so

. | still a secret.

around  where ever he|

much land making the cost of

tenance ‘very low; at the

Gulf on the other hand, the marsh is

sometimes almost surrounded by <the
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and then the tide does immense havoc,
the cost of repairs after such an ineident

owner of many acres. The long Cis«
tance of some of this land from the
home farms also lowers its value, al-
though the Tantramar is dotted with
barns where the hay is $tored’ and where
much’of it is pressed ‘and sold.

Once the ﬁdp

the dykes were everywhere broken down
with a result that appeared to be dis-
astrous. That was in 1869, a date that
has passed into Nova Scotia history and
all around the Bay of Fundy people
still speak of it, old men date from it,
very old men talk about the times be-
fore it.. It had been predicted by a man

or it.
Following a day of ominous calm and
another of a hurricane of South West
wind, blowing the water straight up
the Bay, the tide began to rise, until
heaped up by the gale it came far.above
any high witer mark previously knomn,
and the average rise is forty-five feet; a
tide only exceeded in one other part. of
the world. 'Once the water went above
it, the dyke was as nothing. It was late
in the fall and hundreds of cattle and
sheep were ing there, haystacks and
dotted the plain. The tide took!
everything before it straight on to ‘the'
and fence poles,~ barns, dykes, cattle,]
sheep and haystacks, all were caught up
and carried along; cattle ‘fought for
places on ithe stacks and some of them
found safety that way but most of|
them were drowned. :
Yet for those who came after the:
tide was a blessing. Temporzarily it
had reverted to its natural state as
“salt marsh’’, covered by every high
tide with a layer of rich sediment; grad-
ually the dykes were rebuilt and repair-
ed and the land within restored to a
new legse of fertility by that tide which
had seemed to ruin it. It.is now custom-
ary after the dyke has been washed
away very badly, to leave it for a year
or two or maybe three or four, until
the tides have deposited an entirely new
soil. Then when recovered it becomes
what is known as “new dyke’’, land as
rich and fertile as any in the world, in
the words of the native, “the best land
that lies out of doors’”. : ;
So. it would seem that the time or the
money the dyke owner ‘gives towards
taking back his land from the sea, should
not be looked upon as a loss but rather
as a fertilizer investment.

The good job does not always fall
to the man who is fit for it, but to the
man who has fought for it.

high tide in spring or fall makes-a brevaeg y

may reach formidable dimensions to the |

e piled up so high that

named Saxby, so it has been called the|

says. Saxby tide for it da; g
ed heartily at his jol)c,: as he asgured me | f TS 0 e o odey 8

highlands ahead, there were fences then |,

tion'of P rijame 't from the ste:
ment is read. to t e public.

READING THE KING'S PROCLAMATION

The City Sheriff of London, England, escorted by the
58 of the Royal Exchange. B

e

Beadl s, reading the King’s Proclamation fo: ¢ ¢ Proroga-
itish Parliament is not oificially prorogued unti this docu-
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$250 ALLOCATION FOR ACADIA
WITHIN SIGHT

LAWRENCETOWN, Oct. 23.—In the
Baptist church véstry, Lawrencetown, on
L Tuesday afternoon, the 21st inst., about
orty of the Baptist women met for
their missionary meeting and also for
the purpose of ‘raising their allocation of
$250 for the Acadia University Forward
Movement. =~ The presicet, Mrs. E. H.
Freeman, presided.

Plans were' made for the winter'’s
work and committees appointed, En
thusiastic addresses on Acadia and her
needs were given by Mrs. MicLearn,
Provincial Secretary, Mrs. D: H. Simp-
son, Miss Blackadar, Mrs. Joseph Bau-
eroft and others. About $185 was raised
and the balance is within sight. Re-
freshments were served -and “the meet-
.ng closed with the Acadia yell and
lsong,

DUMB DANIEL HIMSELF

Dan: “Can a co;hide in a shoe
store?’’ N :
Philip Clerk—* No—but callgkin.”’

———
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NIGHT &
MORNING &

KEEP YOUR EYES

CLEAN CLEAR AND HEALTHY
WRIZS SOM VASS YR CARE BOOK: MURINS CO. CHICAGOUSR

Silhouettes, Decorations,

HALLOWE’EN
- Friday, October 31st

Invitations, Place Cards, Tally Cards, Favors,

Crepe Paper, Paper Napkins.
ALL PRICES REDUCED ON FRIDAY
Hallowe’en and Thanksgiving Post Cards.

THE ACADIAN STORE
; Wolfville

Hats, Masks, Lanterns,

- with éach suit.
e 8 6 66

Boys’ Suits, all sizes.

mail order house in Canada.

LISTEN |
MEN

We. have just received® 24 Men’s Extra
Heayy Winter Suits, 2 pairs of trousers

- Price $18.50

Also gobd assortment of Winter Over-
coats. Prices range from $15.50 to $20.00-
Very best quality $5.50

Big range of Sweaters in pull-over
coat styles, priced from $2.00 to $6.00.

Special values in boots and shoes.
Call,aﬁd compare our prices with any

You will do better at

d

- 1

The Aroma

o LA

—_—

"SALADA"

betoKens the perfect blend.

Superb in flavor — Try it toda
N

HUTCHINSON'’S TAXI
AND BUS SERVICE

fully done,
BUS PARTIES given special attention.

erate prices.

ly, including Sunday.

BAGGAGE TRANSFER, TRUCKING and MOVING care-

Patronize the place where you get satisfaction and mod-

Regular Bus service between Wolfville and Kentville, dai-

Ye

SAY IT WITH

Persona

Cards

THIS CHRISTMAS

See Our

SAMPLES OF THE
- MUTUAL SERIES

Attractive, Bright Christmas Desi~«

| Every One Cheery, Friendly Greetings

THE BEST VALUES IN C%NADA

Exclusive But Not Expensive
Order Early for Foreign Mails

Greeting

~N

THE ACADIAN STORE

WOLFVILLE, N. 8. {




