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?THE early closing down this year in
the building trade owing to the
stringency of the money market and the

enormous increase of population due to

the extensive programme of immigration

prosecuted by the Government at the

behest of the manufactarers and railroad

contractors, who have been un-

able to carry out their pet

schemes for rapidly acquired

~wealth without a superabundance

of labor—that is cheap labor—

the civic authorities in all the larger cities-.

of the Dominion wilj have mapy an
anxious time and be put to many strange
expedients to provide the necessary em-
ployment to feed and clothe the poor
and needy during the coming winter.

The result of the stereotyped cry for
more workmen of the Masters’ Associa-
tions is beginning to be felt in all its bit-
terness in the larger cities. At the re-
¢ently opened labor burean in Toronto no
less a Burhegy thpr.five hundred men
ant ol “umines on the register as out
of employment in three hours. The vast
bulk of these were skilled mechanics, not
laborers, and some of them testified to
~having been out of employment for sever-
al months. When a state of affairs

: cities, there is no let-up
ightmare howl for more workmen
well fed, carefully tended broth-

ers of the modern Babylon.
year the number of farm

others flocking into the
The inspiri ioti

the years 1891-1901 to the extent
of 50,000, and that out of 42 counties 22
showed a decrease. This pepulation
_naturally gravitates to the larger cities
wbcotbenmnmtionpchonrix_non

What we are compelled to accept are men
rot well up in their trades or not accus-
tomed to our modes of work. They are
inefficient and slower, yet will not accept
a wage lower than that paid to first-class
men. It is the” result of the wunion
doctrine, gwhich will not permit men to
accept less. The men who are out of
employment are those who are alwa¥s on
the ragged edge of employment. The
labor union has lately opetfed a burean
assumedly to register the so-called un-
employed. This ‘is a farce, undertaken
at this time of year, in the endeavor to
give weight to their theory, that there is
not enough work for the mechanics already
here.  Of course they can register a great
many out of employment at this time.
when the building contracts are almost
completed, and the bulk of men e

in outdoor occupations are being laid off.
It is no great trick and no criterion. It
will not deceive any one with knowledge
of the facts or who puts himself upon en-
quiry. The number of alleged mechanics
would be large.”

“The very large proportion of those
registered now as out of work are me-
chanics simply in their own imaginations.
the best proof of which is that they are
At present unemployed. Also, there is
always in any large community a floating
population of common lsbor out of

men of that class, and there are no places
to fit them here, where the bright, quick
Canadians from below are continually
climbing into such positions.’

Mr. Merrick states that the men they
have to take are men not well up in their
trades or not accustomed to our modes of
work, that they are inefficient and slower,
and therefore not worth the amount of
money they ask for. If this is so it is
exceedingly strange that he along with
his fellows are busily employed in season
and out of season endeavoring to induce
these unfortunately ineapable and unaccus-
tomed-to-our-modes-of-employment-m e n
to emigrate from countries where their
knowledge of their several trades secures
to them an adequate recompense and
assures an immaunity from want to a
country where they are held in poor
esteem and where their presence is only
required to swell the army of workers
beyond a rational limit, so that an inevit-
able reduction of wages will follow in the
wake of a superabundance of laborers.
Like the rest of his illustrious class he
attributes the whole of the trouble to the
labor unions, which would be an excellent
joke were it not for the issues at stake.
The labor unions are avowed!
to the present unrestricted i
to this - country, ing
welcoming a rational immigration of first-
class skilled mechanics. y know only
too well the actual conditions of em oy-
ment here, and if the standard of the
immigrants froa a mechanic’s point of
view is not up to hi
selves to blame for

flocking to our shores each year in response
to the glowing accounts of the country’s
resources spread broadeast throughout the
older countries, why in the name of all
that is honest and honorable do they per-
sist in_ their shameful policy of misrepre-
sentation ! If the British system of train-
ing produces workmen who are not spe-
cialists in one particular branch of any
industry, it is no fault of theirs, and if
the new era of American industrialism
requires, and has no use for other than
specialists, then it is time to call a halt to
the insane and discreditable policy of
immigration instituted and operated for
no other ptirpose than the overcrowding
of the labor market, so that the wage
earners can be compelled to work for any
terms that the masters’ assgeiation may
feel prepared to pay.

—_———

WE have received many enquiries

during the last few weeks regard-

ing the Poll Tax by many of the Trades

Unionists in the City. There seems to

be a general impression among-the work-

men that the tax is unjust in so far as it

entitles them to no special privi-

The Poll leges and that it is being levied

Tax NOW at & very inopportune time

because m::; of them are out

of employment and are likely to remain
80, especially in the building trade.

The tax is levied in accordance with
sec. 352 of the City Charter which reads
as follows : —

- ““A poll tax may be collected in the same

: coming m
| mously pi

(fudnner as other municipal taxes ; and

person appointed to collect the same
may also demand the saiié froin the
employer of the person lisble to pay the
same and the employer shall deduct the
same from the salary or wages which are
then or shall first thereafter during the
then current year become owing by him
to the person liable to pay such poll tax
and shall pay the same as soon as the
amount of the tax is earned by his said
employee to the person appointed to
collect the same and in default may on
Summary conviction be ordered to pay
the same together with costs and in de-
fault of payment to imprisonment not ex-
ceeding thirty days.”

In the face of the above it would be
foolish to refuse to pay the tax, or to en-
deavor to evade it. Just or unjust, bene-
fit or no benefit it is law, and the only
thing for the unionists of the City to do
is to pay the tax as willingly and as
readily as possible as no good purpose
would be served by opposing it.

It will at any rate entitle them to police
protection, and that in itself should ap-
peal to all law-abiding citizens who desire
protection from hooligans and slugs, the
undesirable citizéns, recently and so
eloquently described as the scum of
Europe. There is also the privilege of
using the side-walks to take into consider-
ation and since they are likely to be worn
a great deal by the umemployed workmen
before the snow comes it is quite easy to
be seen that some compensation it forth-
coming in return for the $3 demanded,

Labor After

have been eomewhat annoyed by opinions
expressed in the Evening Times by a
nominally Labor man, who signe himself
“Jack Onward.” In order to reveal, if
possible, the identit of the correspondent
the roll call was roé, which showed_con-
clusively that no one present was respon-
sible in any way for Jack’s utterances
which appear in the Times’ Labor column.
In order to voice the opinions of the
Council in an official manner a metion
repudiating the correspondence was Jput
and carried.

An effort will be made to incresse the
circulation of genuine labor journals
among the workingmen of the city.

Mr. Roller, representative of the lock-
ed-out garment workers from the Scotland
Woolen Mills was present, and addressed
the meeting. ' He received sssurance of
the loeal members’ sympathy and sup--
port.—Moose Jaw News. :

—_——

To the Editor ‘¢ Labor’s Realm.”

Following s by request of Moose Jano
Trades Council :—

SCISSORS, PASTE
AND ANONYMITY

The above is a poor combination to
foster, uphold, or advance trade unionism,

A few months ago the Moose Jaw Eve.
ning Times commenced the publication
of a column in its Satarday editions head-
ed -‘The Labor World,” conducted by
Jack Onward (!) It was christened mod.
estly in the editorial wolumn--that is, in

o o pally rese By the clber o

current events. The Evening Times
been delivered free to quite a number of
houses in Moose Jaw since its first appear-
ance (although $5 per year subscription
has been canvsssed for) so man working
men read it on that account. iscussion
in various ings revealed the fact that
no member knew of fellow unionists writ-
ing or contributing to the column ; but
their interest in it was not sufficient, up to
the present, to induce discovery of the
author if possible.

At thelast meeting of the Trades Coun-
cil, however, some impatience was mani-
fested at the character of matter which
had recently appeared. Particular men-
tion was made by delegates of a three-
quarter column piece of patchwork deali
with Keir Ha.rdx?e’- tour of Bengal. It
consisted of the most vitriolic and pervert-
ed abuse of his actions available, with a
few sentences here and there that Jaek
Onward ‘‘didn’t believe it.”" In s col-
umn alongside, ‘‘In the Public Eye” the
same ‘‘esteemed co t”’ was con-
gratalated upon his faith in Hardie. The
latter’s dispatches of denial followed.
The Council learnodthudloltboclippod
matter condemnatory and defensive of
Mr. Hardie had prominently g in
the Canadian ru-:t least a week before.
What motive Jack Onward could have (if
a bona-fide unionist) in printing abuse of
the vetaran labor leader in order te say
that he didn’t believe it and receive
i e S
must have previously suthoritative
denials, was not understood, but eon-
jectured. They feit that they could not

to
in

allow an unknown writer to
speak on WO:“:E:J.M labor
g - o iy
and unani

protest,

8 resolution to the effect

Council repudisted, on behalf-
labor in Moose

that «¢
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