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- views and ms‘neq of tllc (iovernment, bc too stron-r to be rcxnstcd 'md compel aclum«rc
with every Parliament, in order that all the supporters of the Government.in the Legmlnme
Council, might. in thexr turu, enJ(lv the\mnlumemq and - rank - attaching to the office of
President.

The Lieutenant Governor need not point out how greatly such a result would tend to
lower the character of an office, which at present is one of' considerable’ dignity, and com-
mands for its occupant considerable respeet; mor can the Licutenant Governor fail to
observe, that the parallel between New Brunswick and (fanada is in many respeets imper-
feet. In that country, with its great population and numerous Legislature, a choice way
always be made from a large body of men of ability and education. . In this Provinee the
seleetion is far more lmuted ; and though the Licutenant Governor most readily udmits how
~ considerable a number of gentlemen are to be founid well qualified for'the post, he must
avow lis fear that, weve the President of the Legislative Council to be frequently changed,
the office could not ﬂle)b be expected to fall into the hands of those most competent to
. exercise its funetions, or prcsxdc with' dignity and decorum over the Upper Chamber of the
Provincial Jegislature.

" 'The Lieutenant Governor thmcfore, while cordially concurring in'the recommendation
that the Presidént of the Legislative Council should be chosen by ' the election of that body,
would have received with "lc.xtcr satisfaction a proposal which should have given to the.
~ President, so clected, a lon<'er tenure of office than the duration of a single P arliament.

" The Lieutenaut Governor has, in eomplmnce with the request of his Execntive Council,
transmitted to the Sceretary of qtute, a copy of their Minute of 28th October. The decigion
upon the application it cuntams, rests of course. with the Home Government; but the
Lieutenant Govérnor conceives that the Council may desire to become ucquamted with his
own opinion upon the kubwct and therefore transmits the present ’\Iomm"mdum for' their
- information. ‘ _
; e (Signed) " ArTHUR H. GORDON.
Government House, 3rd ])m-r'mbor,_ 1861. ‘ e

No. 3. ’v
The Lieutenant (;ovcrnor to the Secretary of State for the Colomes.

Fredericton, 11th Novem ber, 1861-

My Lorp DukEk,—At the mque&t of my XExeeutive Council,. 1T have the honor to
trunsmit. for Your Crace's consideration, a Minute signed by the ‘members of that body,
dated October 28, 1861, requesting an alteration of the mode in which it was in 1855
settled, that the President of the Legislative Countil should for the future be clected.

The’ Despatches. cuunierated in the margin contain a record of what has already pas'icd
on the subject to which this Minute refers, but as more than six years have elapsed since
the settlement which it is now sought to reverse was made, it may not be unnecessary thnt

" I should briefly recapitulate to Your Grace the past proceedings in this miatter.

In 1855 the Executiveé Counncil of this -Province requested my predecessor to transmlt‘
to the becretar; of State a Minute, in which they recommended that upon the death or
resignation of the then President of the. Legislative Council, the office should no longer be
held as heretofore by-the senior member of that body, but that his suceessor should be
appointed direetly by the Crown, and that he should be 2 member of the Executive Council,

_ holding his office upon the same shifting tenure as other membets of the Government.

The recommendation thus made was ‘enforced by the"argument that such a change had
already been nrde in Canada, and in the adjoining Province of Nova Scotia. - : ‘

It is true, that in Canada such a system was adopted upon paper; but it'was, I ‘believe,
nelver carried into pract;ce, and has' now been abandoned in favor of another mode of
selection..

" As regards. the practice of Nova Scotm, T believe that somé misconception ninst have
arisen. 1t is, no doubt, the case, that in that Colony the President of the Legislativo’
Council is appointed by thie Crown-: but he holds his office for- ltfe, and is in no way aﬂ"ected '
by changes of a political nature.

I\atnmlly desirous to assimilate the system pursued in New Brunswxck with that of the
adjonun«v Provmdaq the Iate Lieutenant Governor recommended that the Queen should be



