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T#Hinnipeg, mtnmmp. April 3rd, 1912

MINNEAPOLIS MARKET AVAILABLE

Arrangements have finally been made by
whieh "1 » ‘n['r'vi that the n’lhrn[' wheat in
the West that is in danger of ruin ean be
saved if prompt action is taken. Last week
I'. A. Crerar, president of the Grain Grow
 Grain Co. ; Charles A. Dunning. mana
Saskatchewan Co.operative Ele
vator Co., and A. F. Mantle, Deputy Minister
of Agriculture for Saskatehewan, personally
imnvestigated

ger of the

conditions at
Chicago and Milwaukes The econeclusion
reached after eareful consideration was that
the Minneapolis market would be able to

Minneapolis,

ihsorh a very large quantity of damp Canas
dian wheat This market possesses many
wdvantages over other Ameriean markets
ind the Grain Growers’ Grain Co. has made
arrangements to assist Canadian farmers
whose grain is in danger of spoiling. After
mmvestigating the southern markets it was
seen that the only thing required to make
the Minneapolis market available was the
o-operation of the Canadian railways
With this in view there was a meeting held
with the freight traffic managers of the
C PR and CNR. in Winnipeg on April 1
After the case was laid before them they
promised that they would endeavor to move
all cars billed to Minneapolis as fast as pos
sible

It is estimated that there are at least
2,000,000 bushels of damp grain in Saskat
hewan and possibly 2,000,000 bhushels more
in the other two provinces If this does not
reach driers or go into consumption by the
end of April the chance of saving it from a
total loss is small. The aim of opening the
Minneapolis market more fully was not to
get the Western Canadian farmers a big
price for their damp grain. It was to get
them any price at all. The facilities at Port
Arthur, Fort William and Duluth are "hot
sufficient to handle the damp grain, so it is
of the utmost importance that some other
outlet be found at once. Any farmer who
has damp grain should be active. He should
make out affidavits dese TI'IIIILI the condition
of his grain, whether damp, wet or filled with
snow and ice, and in danger of spoiling, and
send these affidavits immediately to C, C
Castle, Warehouse Commissioner, Winnipeg
The Warehonse Commissioner will then or
der cars out of turn to these farmers who
need them. The cars should be billed to
the Grain Growers’ Grain Co., Miuneapolis,
“advise Grain Growers’ Grain Co., Winni-
peg,’’ and the shipping bills should be sent
to the company’s office at Winnipeg. The
shipments can be made to any other commis
sion firm if desired. The only hope now re
maining of getting the damp grain upon the
market in time to save it is that the farmers
attend to it very promptly and that the rail-
ways perform their functions with equal
promptness In addition to the above
figures there are over 12,000,000 bushels in
the West yet to be threshed, a good deal of
which will need prompt treatment, so delay
is dangerous. It should be borne in mind
that if the reciprocity agreement had been
passed by the Canadian Parliament there
would have been no car shortage and the
resulting losses to Canadian farmers

One of our subscribers in renewing his
subscription says:

It is not neglect nor carelessness that kept
me from renewing sooner. [ didn’t see a dollar
since last November until I got my first ecar
a few days ago."”’

This letter was dated March 22 and from
a Manitoba farmer. This gives some idea
of how the car shortage has handicapped the
farmers in the West this year. Of course,

'hr’ should g0 into mixed (urmm‘_ an the
ratlway men and manufscturers sy, This
s no doubt good adviee but a good many
things in the West today are already too
much mixed for the general good

A GIFT TO SPECULATORS

The publie, we think, are entitled to some
information as to the reasons which lie be
hind a remarkable change of front on the
part of members on both sides of the House
of Commons with regard to the extension of
time for the location of South Afriean Serip
It will be remembered that when the Bill
authorizing the issue of serip for a half
section of land to the Canadian volunteers
who served in the South African war was
passed in 1908, one of the conditions was
that the land was to be selected by the volun
teer or his substitute by December 31, 1910
In March, 1910, however, a bill was intro
dueced by Hon. Frank Oliver, then Minister
of the Interior, extending the time for the
location of serip till December 31, 1911. The
bill was vigorously opposed by the organized
farfners, by The Guide and by Conservative
members of parliament fréom the West, in
cluding Dr. W. J. Roche, Arthur Meighen,
W. H. Sharpe, R. 8. Lake and Glen Camp-
hell, all of whom spoke in the House against
the proposal, maintaining that the only re.
sult would be the enrichment of speculators
at the expense of bona fide settlers. The
bill, however, was passed and the predictions
of the honorable gentlemen referred to above
were fulfilled, the price of serip, practically
all of which had been disposed of by the
volunteers to speculators at prices ranging
from $200 to $600, rising rapidly and reach.
ing eventually #1,000. Intending settlers,
however, refused to pay the prices asked by
the speculators and when the extended time
for the location of warrants expired on De
cember 31, 1911, there were still about 2560
warrants unlocated. Whether or not any of
these warrants were in the hands of the
original volunteers is not known, but prae-
tically all had been disposed of, it being the
practice to assign the warrant in blank, leav-
ing the settler to fill in his own name when
selecting the land and making entry. The
extension of time to December 31, 1911, was
granted by parliament in the face of opposi-
tion by Western Conservatives on the dis-
tinet understanding expressed by Hon.
Frank Oliver that this was to be positively
the last extension, hut Hon. Robert Rogers
shortly after assuming office as Minister of
the Interior announced that another exten-
sion would be granted. Accordingly on March
13, 1912, Mr. Rogers introduced a bill for the
purpose, and speaking in the House of Com-
mons on that date he said :

‘““When the original Volunteer Bounty Aect
was passed in the month of July, 1908, the limit
of time within which to locate land certificates
issued thereunder was fixed as the 3lst Decem
ber, 1910. This was considered amply sufficient,
as it gave the claimants a period of eighteen
months within which to exercise their rights of
location. A very large number of the eclaim
ants complied with the requirements of the law
in this regard, but in the spring of 1910, it was
felt that those who had not been able to make
proper selections should be given a further
opportunity to do #o, and with that end in
view, the Act 910 Edward VIL, chapter 60,
was passed, extending to the 3lst December,
1911, the time within which certificates could
be located. Evidently most of the claimants
realized that they had thus been liberally
treated by the Government, because it is found
now that when the time expired on the 3lst
December last, 250 certificates only, out of a
total of 7,258 had not been redeemed by the de
partment in exchange for land. Of these 250
certificates 188 are held presumably by the
original volunteers themselves, the remaining

62 having been transferred to substitutes prior
to the 3ist Decamber last,

““The object of the present bill is to afford
An opportunity, estll the 31st day of Decem
ber next, to the original volunteers 1o exercise
their right of loeation, provided they are will
ing o remain on the land themseives and sars
tithe thereto. The right of providiag a sub
stitete, as provided under the original A,
will not & v|-'v 1o these volunteers, bocanse it s
considerad that it would not be fair to the
rewt of the claimants who have made their snlee
tions within the n]-in‘ time, if the govers
ment were to extond more favorable trestment
to those who have been dilatory in this regard

“"The Act further provides that as regards
the outstanding f.ﬂlgftln, whether held by
the original volunteers themselves, or by their
substitutes, the government will -m{rvulo
to redesm the same by & cash payment of §500
in sneh ense. While It s quite troe that in
the case of serip lssned to the volusteors of
the RHebellion of 1885 extensions for loeation
were granted by Parliament from time to time
till the year 1908, such a policy would not &
pear to be in the public Interest, as instend of
protecting the interestis of the volunteers ork
ginally concerned, the action of the govern
ment has rather been to stimulate speculation
in faver of persons who had no direct interest
n the settloment of the public domain. Tt s
true that the redemption of the outstanding
certificaten may involve an expeaditure of per
ape $125000, if all these certificaton are ox
ehanged in this way, but the lands that will
thus remain vested in the government will more
than compensate for the expenditure. '’

This, most people will agree, was deeided.
ly generous treatment. South Afriean war.
rants entitled the holder to a half section of
land on condition of settlement, provided
the land was selected by the end of last year,
After that date they were valueless, and if
any one was 80 foolish as to neglect to select
his land he could not complain because his
rights had expired. This new bill, however,
gave volunteers another year in which to
make their selection and gave them and per-
sons who have bought serip the alternative
of redeeming the serip for 500, This gener-
osity. however, did not satisfy the specula-
tors who hold the serip and they at onee
sent delegations to Ottawa td see if they
could not obtain further concessions. The
result was that in the early hours of the
morning of March 27, when the attendance
of members in the House was very small,
Hon. Rok Rogers, without offering any
explanatibn! moved the insertion in the bill
of a few words which entirely changed its
effect, and extended the right of location of
all serip whether held by volunteers or
speculators to the end of the présent year.
Hon. Frank Oliver ‘objected to this being
done at that time, pointing out that it was
a direct contradiction of the statement made
by Hon. Mr. Rogers when he introduced the
bill. Mr. Rogers admitted that this was so,
saying that he had since met many deputa-
tions who had urged him to maké the change
which he now proposed. The Bill was at
Mr. Oliver's request left over for two days
in order that other Western members might
have an opportunity of expressing their
opinions, but it is remarkable that when the
hill came up again not a single Western
member raised the slightest objection to the
change. Mr. Meighen who, when spe.kipg
of the previous extension said: ‘‘The prin-
ciple is bad and cannot be defended,”’ was
silent. Hon. Dr. Roche, who had said at the
same time: ‘‘The speculators will use the
scrips for their own aggrandisement mnd to
the disadvantage of the bona fide nettler,”’
was also dumb. - Dr. Molloy, who, had said
in 1910: “‘I am in favor of a year's extension
to the veterans, but | also wish it to go on
record that I shall never vote for any exten-
sion for the speculator,”” made no protest.
No one in fact made any protest except Mr.
F. B. Carvell, a New Brunswick ber,
who said a gentleman had been 'Wying




