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City for the People

By JOHN F. COGGSWELL

How Edmonton administrates its affairs for the Benefit of its Citizens

history has for centuries
told us of Mohammed’s trip to the
mountain.,  But historians have neglect
ed their dutyvoin not immforming us why
the aneient ruler wias so anxious to get

Legendary

into proximity with the mountain, Un
doubtedly
desirable at or in that mountain, and it
Mohammed too much
stuff, so he went and

there  was something highly

would have cost
to bring in the
staved by it
et us suppose that the aforeanention
ed mountain was composedof coal -
highly desirable  substane
:n;'rm: and our ancient friend
that coal to run the palace eleetrie light
plant— which, of course, there was none
or to pump water for the royval irriga
tion svstem. It T
ton 1!:‘ vet the conl to Mohammed, but
Mohammed could go to the coal and

you must
winted

would cost $2.75 per

use it for #1.25 per ton. If the king had
Wse for very mueh coal it was obviously

an excellent thing, for the
chequer, Lo go to the mountain
That 's just the proposition the ofli
cers of the City of Edmonton, Alberta,
Under

royal ex-

have found presented to-them.
the present arrangement ot
city #2705 per ton to place coal in the
bunkers of the eity water and light
plant They can mine the coal within
four miles of the city, and place it in
the furnaces for $1.25 per ton. So it is
the intention to pick up the plant, lock,
stock and barrel, and move it to the
coal. A most
long-passed prophet

It's too bad that Henry Georg
not have seen Edmonton, for there he

costs the

worthy emulation of the

seould

would have found some of his choieest

doctrines flourishing- in truth, = *‘eity
for the people.’’

No Improvement Tax

Edmonton has a population of 30,000
is growing rapidly; its building opera-
tions are unhampered by any tax on
improvements; it is surrounded by an
agricultural distriet
a railway centre, and the natural gate
practically unsettled
Northern \l
trect ear, tele
<, and ha

on of municipal

second to none; s

wiay to the, as vet,
agricultural empire in
berta; the city owns its
phone, water and hght system
a plant for the carryinz
worl That coal proposition is char
ieteristie of the administration of the

CIVIe gavernment

'hee first thing that s dmpressed
Hpon an inguiring visitor s that poh
ti are kept out of the ecity’s affair
An office seeker’s politieal afliihiation

The only question
whether or not he ecan deliver the
And publiec oflice is not consid
graft No

ered a public uhsidized

councilman has entered a plea for the

" to consider the poor coul dealer
before moving  the water and  light
plant T"he give no reason for the
thsenee of pgraft, bhut are content to
it that 1t has never entoerod thie
muni | idministration ind  the
| 1 1 “r

Advanced Civic Government

I'he tyv government i arrivdd on

‘ thie ‘ laut ind  the

¢ ‘ | o thive birat 1
' f a mayor and eight alder
Wird t wre elin tted

! ty « tions by all the aldermer
} p 4 .4 aroe. | that LR B}
1 pon a the '
t r \dermen are « ted for
ind four retire oacel s
Vi { 1 |
3 1 b ‘.“ {
\lder r no f
g e T ey sy s
soit

. ! bra nposed of
ey ! ] the

rma svor: | Atk

r ' v 'y
! r year I'he her two

and by a
couneil

three quarters vote

of thao

These two commissioners are

professional men, and were hired after

a thorough

bilities,  One is an
standimy, and draws

prer Near

investigation of their capa

acngineer

o

f high

a salary of #10,000

I'he other is a financial ex

pert, who does not draw quite

salary as the engineer

HE

much

The whole 1dea

in providing for this commission, was

to make them as independent

sible of outside influence

the men _who ereated the city
believed that men would rather
est than dishonest, but that they would

he dishonest, if nee
their own welfare.
ing with the commissioners

ed out thus:

to dishonesty
hustling after
appointment, earrying
financial emolument.”’

(]

SAry

s pos

Wils

Obviously,

‘harter
w hon

dvance

method of deal

reasaon

S Nothing is more conducive

than the

with it

necessity ol
votes when seeking an
a high
So the two high

sularied commissioners were not compel
led to seek election at the polls

to getting

a good municipal

N ext

sition,

the holder’s chief oceupation is, general
Ly, hanging onto it.”"  The fathers of

the Edmonton chartér recognized  the

fauet that,
there

would

ting =i1x out

for his dismissal,

unless there was
he great difliculty
of eight aldermen
Thus the

dse

et
O vote
oS

sioners were relieved from the necessity

to any one, be he alderman or friend of
alderman, rieh or poor

Not Yet Perfect

It is abviously just that no man, who
15 expected to give the bhest that is in
e and to labor for*the future, is ex
pected to go to the trouble and ex
pense of an election to procure his posi
tion: that he
himselt with

should not have to bind
promises  too secure the
place In this respect the commission
government of Edmonton differs
the widely heralded commission govern
ment of  Des Moines,  lown In  the
American ity the commissioners are
clected by popular vote and are subject
to the Recall, and may he foreed to
stand an election at the hehest of the
preseribhed numhber of

from

voters

Do vou not bhelieve the people com

petent to pass upon thequalification of
the members of the exeeutive hranch of
the city government?"" I asked a prom
ment Edmontonian,

ST do mot thindC it the ardinary
mian of the street s competent to pass

on the professional capaneity of the kind
of men we wiant as our Commissioners
he replied

CCIf that a8 so,'" 1 oasked, ““how is it
thut you consider the populace compe
tent to ‘ocompetent men to leet
competent commissioners,  or to select

Counl Mine near Edmonton, which city may aequire to furnish fuel for the Water and Light Plunt

of fighting tg hold their johs,

administratitg the affaics of their

to the i

but |

Lrrangemen

the '

maore, this
Voo

P

faction of the ety

Friction Not Lacking

except b

offices

aounetl

to si th coeming 1idenl
! UH Farled 1o Work 1
the ariginator WF the
t ot 1l | faet i
e ieute friet n hetweer
tnd the n ner Fut
nor i teria nu b
tor A the fault f thi
" \ of ide 1 I
! n torm I ¥ or
runtled member I the
tent the elve 11 LV ’
n ! 14 ! formed
Fhe } L ff the I
ipl of the | t v
itee that the i o of the
that it '8 Nevi \ 0oy
t o ! that 1 hod
ble to r ' 2 4
bt Loy o1 ' '
bie ns of 1
ild b Farther
faction states that cerfain
| |
| extend no favor

dermen competent to approve or re
cet the work of the commissioner
He parried the question his i
doubtedly a defect in the ety charter
I'hee  commissioner ire the duly it
pointed  representative of the peopl
in the céarrying on of wunieipal worl
undd et the peoaple, af d whisficd witl
the work of a commi oner, ean onl
reach it through the round anhout
rather unsatisfanctor ' nuer of eleect
ny mmeripen thie ©oren n
to hehievey e t 1 r i re
ll;"-,. | /te 1 that ' 1 !
er oinl the 1pren of t peaple
' Luld ! der lefeet 1
] ) \ intage wet fart 1ho that
1 ommissioners 4o not have to se
| Harnit I 1re Freg ! rre O
1 ' I ry 1) hat the ! i\ ! L
prapier e W | it ol he more
' L] thie r r ‘ fen I the
" ner “re o nted the
" nd hen dnstalled i
t to the Reen f the people?
Benefits of Bingle Tax
Wher Loinie 1 eulovizing their
teeny ! t ernment the itizen of
Fidmonton il tilwa next turn hi
‘ ] ' thie i 11 % Lot
ere ure Tew weant ot in the hu
ne vevion of  Edmonton and few

e 4

shacks occupying high priced land. There
the ‘‘single tax'’ hoeen
worked out to a further point than in
any city in Canada When the present
city charter was in the course of forma
tion, Willinm Short, K.C., one of the
charter commission, perceived that the
system ot

Svstem  has

tuxution should not in any
wiy obstruct the upbuilding of the eity,
Mr. Short could not in any manner he
termed a diseiple of Henry George, in
ety ot s stated that he had never read
wowork of the famous siigle taxer, Mr,
Short wasted no time with elaborate
theortes; he was o hard headed business
man, _and Kkpnew how anyone hates to
pay out real money on n property that
15 oreturning no o revenue,  So he ndvo
cated  that  the taxes be  wholly
collected  fram the taxation  of  land
vitlues;  that  building  operations  be
without let or hindranee,

I'he city when  Mr,
Short gave them the henetit of s cogi
tations; some who owned o lot of idle
pround nearly had aostrokes A portion
ol the butlders  hailed  his
tdea with oy the bulanee, if not op
posed, looked askance My, Short be
heved that half a loafl was hetter than
no hread, so w compromise was worked
out. Phe stand patters agreed that there
should he no tax on improvements In

futhers pasped

charter

return the single taxers agreed to on
husiness  tax This business tax  will
soon he a thing of the past Fivery
heen subject to it
paying aecording  to foor
There is n

place of husiness has
sphea used
highly profit
able businesses that oceupy small flooy
paee being taxed heavier than others

hding senle;

The civie oficers soon came to the wdea
that the business tax was an amomnly
when used o connection with taxntion
on land values only, and have constant
Iy been reducing the proportion Lot
yeur the business tax was e than 10
per cent, of the total tax collected; this
veur it will he even less, and next year
the business tax will be a thing of the
past, the whole revenue heing colleeted
Thin in

the answer as to whether or not the

from the tax on land vialues

ingle tax haw been a sueeess in Fd

mantaon
Taxes More Equitable

Heal estate men are enthusinstic over

My merit it beeps things moving, they
ay, I'he husing wan will next year be
thle to carry on hisw husing I unoun

tauxed building; the result will b less
rent  amwd Jower prices  to o consumers
sintinfied tut above all
atishied, The wingle tnx
preatest bhoarden on the man

Landlords ure
the people are
places the
who can best allord to bhear ity the own
uabile land, The
poor man who lives in a district wheoro

er of lurge tracts ol

nnd e ire not wo high, pays. no
tax whatever on his residence and that
to be practicnlly
nevlivible ‘o on up the Line, as the

an hix lot o wmnll nx

extute of an Bdmontonian increnses, e
[aih more and more into the publie cof
for Hut alwn i the man who i
posscessed of mueh that pays the

| sredt hos not in Kdmon

1iont

o1 ) hold up their hands in holy
an
peculator

ror ut the mere mention of n
i 0 land e Th

Ly not  leave L piece of alunble
re d ing dle to increase in value
b the effurts of moare progressive sur
rounding owner he wingle tax mnkes
1) peculation unprofituble For the

sner may erect o building on the land,

recerve an ineome from it and yet pay
no prester tax that if the land were

it I'he proof of the pudding is in
the eating; the eitizens of Fdmonton
have partaken, and declared it good

The very men, who in the heginning,
sonents, are now the firmest he
lievers in the eflicacy of the single tax
And the writer

that there s not a more prosperous city

will venture to state

on the continent: nor one that, size con

cred, bonsts more comfortable homes;

Continued on Page 156
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