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THE SIFTING OF PETER
A FOLK-SONO.

“ Behold, Satan, hath desired to have you, 
that he may sift you ne wheat.”—St. Lake, 
sxiL 31.

In St. Lake's Gospel we are told
How Peter in the days of old 

Was sifted,
And now, though ages intervene,
Sin is tb« same, while time and scene 

Are shifted.
Satan desires us, great and small,
As wheat, to sift us. and we all 

Are tempted ;
Not one, however rich or great,
Is by his station or estate 

Exempted.
No house so safely guarded is
But be, by some device of bis,

Can enter ;
No heart bath armor so complete
But he can pierce with arrows fleet | 

Its centre.

houses of learning as well as the strong 
bolds of power, when to doubt and dis­
pute unsuccessfully was to hasten one s 
own dest ruction and disgrace, and to do

greatness worthy of a place in the cal­
endar of subl mest heroism.

He scarified in a few brilliant and 
telling sentences, the snob and do-noth-

it successfully was unknown. Braving i ings in the world. This part of the 
the danger, the daring Abelard pushed lecture was really a feast of fun, a lun- 
forward with his work. So many be- cheou of laughter, and a wassail of wit. 
came his listeners, that finding his The lecturer's great power lies in what 
teachings interdicted in Pans, be open- we call word pictures—power of drama- 
ed a school in Melnm, where surround- tic description ; and these pictures are 
ed by his pupils, attracted from nearly something more than intangibilities, 
every other teacher, he established a under his management they almost be- 
reputation for erudition and subtile come living, moving actualities. He 
vigor of intellect that left all his rivals has the power of oarshalling together 
behind. From Melun be moved his the choicest words in our mother ton- 
school still nearer Paris, and from gue as if they came in willing muster to
Corbeil continued to barrai his old 
master by the knowledge ot his success 
and by the turn of new controversies 
and defeats.—National Repository for 
March.

Tor all at last the cock will crow
Who bear the warning voice, but go 

Unheeding.
Till thrice and more they have denied
The Man of Sorrows, crucified 

And bleeding.
One look of that pale suffering face
Will make us feel the deep disgrace 

Of weakness ;
We shall be sifted till the strength
Of self-conceit be changed at length 

To meekness.
Wounds uf the a onl, though healed, will 

ache ;
The reddening scars remain, and make 

Confession ;
L">st innocence returns no more ;
We are not what we were before 

Transgression.
Bat noble soale, through dost and heat,
Bise from disaster and defeat 

The stronger,
And conscious still of the divine
Within them, lie on earth supine 

No longer.
—H. W. Longfellow, in Harper’» Mag 
urine tor March.

| ABELARD.
Intent on progress he did not linger 

long to waste his controversial skill 
upon t he provinces, but before he was 
twenty years of age sought Paris, where 
he gave himself to the study of music, 
astronomy, and such arts and sciences 
as be had not yet acquired. In mathe­
matics he never excelled, and hia de­
spondency on this account is said to 
have given rise to his surname. Hie 
teacher, observing bis depression, told 
him that a great scholar like himself 
could not “bajare lardum,” “ lick up 
the fat." These words became a nick­
name among his fellow students, 
which was finally corrupted into Abe­
lard. Up to this time his instruction 
bad been provincial, and it was hard­
ly to be expected that his supre­
macy as a logician would be main­
tained in a city where bis adversaries 
would be legion. Paris had no univer­
sity in this day, but episcopal schools 
under Church supervision drew thou­
sands of students from all over Europe. 
The pupils were not common people, 
but largely composed of those destined 
for the church. Most learued profess­
ors, usually high church dignitaries, 
lectured to the youth, and for students 
to question ritual doctrine or dogma 
was the height of presumption, if not 
a sin. For all the advantages, no 
school was so renowned and no profess­
or so distinguished as the one chosen 
by. Abelard.

Enrolled as a pupil at Notre Dame, 
under a dialectician of such long estab­
lished reputation as William of Cham­
peaux, called from his towering ability 
the “ Column of the Teachers,’’ began 
the students new career. Up to this 
time only admiration and deference had 
met his efforts and victory rewarded all 
encounters. Now all went smoothly 
while the new disciples views conform­
ed to those of bis master, but when the 
arrogance of youth, united with un­
doubted superiority of intellectual force 
made Abelard an antagonist of the 
teacher whose fame made Paris to the 
rest of Europe what Athens had been to 
Bomb, there was lighted a fire of envy 
and jealously that never afterward 
eeased tv burn. It was more than a 
personal conflict of a dialectic skill. Abe­
lard called it a war of ideas ; bis mas­
ter called it a conflict between reason 
which is radical, and faith, which is 
conservative ; and fancied he fought for 
faith, when he fought to maintain his 
<nm supremacy. Neither had learned 
the great truth that reason and faith 
at their best clasp hands in friendly 
alliance.

From the wandering student life in 
Brittany to Paris, the center of art and 
learning, from the modest pupil's place 
at the great professor's feet, to the head 
of a rival school, attacking his master's 
doctrines, refuting his reasoning, win­
ning bis disciples to swell his own train 
flf admirers, was a long road swiftly 
traversed. However interesting as an 
episode in a romantic personal histoiy, 
it is «ouch more so when we consider it 
as the beginning of protests of mind 
against ecclesiastical authority, of the 
assertion of right ef inquiry, of the 
cattle of ideas against creeds, which 
culminated in the Reformation ; when 
all influence was ecclesiastical, when

HELOISE AND ABELARD.
An unacknowledged marnage vas 

destruction and shame to ht-r, was expe­
dient for him. Therefore she chose it 
and when circumstances forced him to 
reveal it, she still persistently denied. 
She preferred to lose the crown and 
glory of womanhioi rather than that 
one ecclesiastical advantage should be 
lost to him. Before the marriage oc­
curred she resisted it with arguments 
and reasoning as subtle as his own, but 
her logic was saturated with her love. 
Gladly she fled with Abelard to his 
motber in Brittany; gladly came 
back with him to share the wrath 
of her justly incensed uncle, whose 
name her flight had disgraced. When 
the marriage was on every lip, 
and her uncle’s reproaches and abuses, 
increased as they were by her continu­
ed d-niais, grew insupportable, she 
took refuge at her husband’s suggestion 
with the kind nuns of Argeuteuil, in 
whose convent she bad passed her 
childish years. Here she remained 
until Abelard, embittered and irritated 
at the failure of his ecclesiastical am­
bitions, and the results of his sins, de­
cided to abandon the world and enter 
the Monastery of St. Denis. Then at 
his command she took the veil, that, at 
nineteen years of age, shut the world 
and its pleasures forever from her gaze.

The lava tide has swept pitilessly j 
over her life, and has not left his un-1 
scathed. Henceforth for her, convent 
days poisoned with regretful remorse : 
days in which from matins to vespers 
she meets her appointed tasks, still 
cherishing in her secret soul the memory 
of Abelaid. And henceforth for him 
embittered years, of secret rebellion at 
the life he had espoused, of slow and 
partial submission of heart, and of ever- 
recurring resistance of mind. Heb iw- 
cd his spirit to the behests of the church 
but chafed continually under the fetters 
she forged for his thoughts.—National 
Repository for March.

bis call ; and piebiug them red-hot into 
the heart of his subject. His speech is 
a perfect widow’s erase—forever bub­
bling up and refusing to be exhausted 
until all the vessels in the neighborhood 
of his voice are saturated and mure than 
saturated with the endless, unwearied 
irrigation of his superfluous richness.

is of the soul. Another of St. John's 
concise statements of this subject is his 
declaration. All unrighteousness is sin, 
where the nonactive form of sin is seen 
in the term employed to designate it. 
Sin is not, indeed, a mere negation of 
righteousness, it is its spiritual opposite, 
so that in all moral natures in which 
righteousness does not predominate 
there sin abounds and dominates the 
sont And just along this line of 
thought comes in the declaration of St. 
Panl that “ the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all unrighteous­
ness of men ” And this revelation of 
wrath is itself the expression of the 
divine estimate of the evil deserts of 
unrighteousness, that is, the guilt of 
indwelling and abounding sin in the 
Soul ; aud the measure of the guilt of 
sin must be learued from the nature of 
the law of which it is the transgression. 
—National Repository for February.

JOHN KNOX, THE SCOTTISH RE­
FORMER.

On T hired ay evening last Rev J. S.
Coffin of Sydney, lectured in the Me­
thodist Church in this town on the 
above subject. The lecture had been 
well advertized. Mr. Coffin’s ability as 
a speaker is pretty generally known, the 
evening was fine, nevertheless the audi­
ence was not large. It is safe to say 
however, that a more highly interested 
and appreciative audience has rarely as­
sembled in our town. Notwithstand 
ing the sanctity of the place. Mr. Cof­
fin was more tnan once the recipient of 
unmistakable evidence of approval from 
his auditors. After graphically sketch­
ing the life of this hero, the lecturer 
proceeded to draw deviations and con- the gates of death might never bold us

THE LOVE OF GOD.
What a glorious fact it is that there is 

one life that can be held up before the 
eyes of humanity as a pattern ! There 
were lips that never spake uiikindness, 
never uttered an untruth ; there were 
eyes that never looked aught but love 
purity and bliss; there were arms that 
never closed against wretchedness or 
penitence ; there was a bosom which 
never throbbed with sin, nor ever was 
excited by an unholy impulse; there was 
a man free from all selfishness and 
whose life was spent in going about 
doing good. There was One who loved 
all mankind, and loved them more than 
Himself, and who gave himself to die 
that they might live; there was One 

i ho went into the gates of death, that

THE REV. D. HICKEY’S LECTURE.
The Rev. Mr. Hickey lectured in 

Caledonia Hall 1 ,st evening under the 
aU'pict-s of the N.-rth Svduey Division, 
ou “Battle Fields and Battle Scenes.”

B-fore the hour of opening the lec­
ture the Hall was compactly filled. Mr. 
D. Law lor, who occupied the chair, in- I 
troduced the lecturer with a few appro­
priate remarks.

The Rev. lecturer began by saying

elusions from his theme ; speaking more 
especially of them bearing upon the 
age in which we live. Whatever opin­
ion may be entertained as to the posi­
tion assumed by Mr. Coffin, there can 
be but one voice as to the ability with 
which he presented them. The lecture 
was a powerful presentation of truth as 
understood by the lecturer who by the 
way has evidently the courage of his 
convictions. Some of his periods were 
very fine and his impassioned denuncia­
tions, of whit he considered wrong, 
gave evidence of speaking ability of a 
very high order. The lecture was de­
livered from manuscript, and occupied 
something over an hour in delivery.

It is safe to say, that should Mr. Cof­
fin again favor the people of North Syd­
ney during hitfÂUy among ns, he will 
be greeted by a larger audience then 
that which went away so highly pleased 
on Thursday night.

SPEAK KINDLY.
Do not keep the alabaster boxes of 

your love and tenderness sealed up un­
til your friends are dead. Fill their 
lives with sweetness. Speak approv­
ing, cheering words while their ears 
can hear them, and while their hearts 
can be thrilled by them. The things 
you mean to say when they are gone, 
say before they go. The flowers you 
mean to send for their coffins, send to 
brighten and sweeten their homes be­
fore they leave them. If my friends 
have alabaster boxes laid away, full of 
perfumes of sympathy and affection, 
which they intend to break over my

in ; there was One who laid in the grave 
to take its damp, its coldness, its chill, 
its horror, and taught humanity how it 
might ascend above the grave ; there 
was One who, though He walked on 
earth, had His conversation in heaven, 
and took away the curtain that hid im- ___ 
mortality from view and presented ns ! £^0r 
the Father God in all bis love. Such 
a One is the standard held up in the 
Church of Christ ; it is a Church that 
rallies around the cross, and that gath­
ers around Jesus ; and it is because He 
is attract, ve and lovely and glorious 
that they are coming from the ends of 
the earth to see the salvation of God.—
Bishop Simpson.

thousand inhabitants, and the “ hard 
ter." as it was afterwards called, was not" 
‘•ni/ one of intense cold, but of 
and of fire. But the city, of which Han 
over Square was the literary centre 
whoee bookshop, as Mr. Lawrence ‘ 
rates. Miss Barney’s “ Ellina.” and D,* 
Johnson s “ Toor to the Hebrides.” us 
the works of “ the great Dr. Goldsmith" 
were advertised, was a compact com.Un. 
mty with a distinctive character and sni 
rit. It was, in fact, an English colonial 
town, with a certain popular Thdenend 
ence which was still evident, howeversonl 
pressed in expression. Many of the in. 
habitants took the oath of allegiance bat 
their hearts were with the blue and’baf 
while the scarlet made merry aronad 
them. For the town in which Sir Henry 
Clinton held his mimic court wag 
with the careless revelry of a military w. 
ciety. Amid the cold and starvation and 
immense suffering <>f the city, the officers’ 
cry was “ On with the dance ! lei jov be 
uuconfined.” The soldier must not think 
and the festivity at head-quarters would’ 
perhaps, strike the patriot as a reflation 
from the brilliancy of the British pros­
pects. *

But the routs and the revelry were no 
moie agreeable to loyalists growlers like 
Judge J ones than to the patriots, Hs 
spent that winter in New York, and co». 
plains that for wood which cost nothing 
to the barrick-masters, or which could be 
bought by them for sixteen shillings s 
cord for oak, and twenty eight shillings 
for hickory, he was foioed to pay £4 and 
£5 10». ; and the indignant old Tory ex. 
claims that it was well ku >wn that “thelit- 
tie Hisses and favorite Dulcineas of Clin­
ton, Roberston, and Birch were all snppli- 
ed with large quantities of wood by their 
orders out of the wood-yards in New York, 
and were regailmg tbomselves in roots, 
din lers, little concerts and small parties 
over good, warm, comfortable fi.es, and 
enjoying all the ease and luxury in life, 
while the poor soldiers, for whom the 
wood was provided, were with their wive 
and children perisning in the barrack* it 
the severity of winter.”

When the fashionable 
“ theMall”

that the battles he intended to describe *t-a^ body, I would rather they
bring them out in my weary hours, and 
open them, that 1 may be refreshed

were not the battles of cannon, of smoke, 
of armies ; with the shouts of the victor 
or the cries of the dying; but that the ! and cheered by them whilq I need them 
human heart was the battle field, and * would radier have a bare coffin with 
our lives, our acts, our passions, and ou*‘ a flower, and a funeral without a

OBITUARY.

lâlNE A. ODELL.
Died on >be 20th of January, at Smith’s 

Cove, Dig by Co., Irene A, Odell, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Odell. About one 
year since she embraced the salvation that 
is in Christ our Saviour, and from that 
auspicious hour till the close of her lifeshe 
endeavored to live a life of faith and of 
consistent deportment.

Consumption claimed her in early days. 
Last autumn her health began to decline. 
The disease was as usual unrelenting. 
Gradually but surely the sapping of the 
vital forces went forward. No earthly 
power could stay this work, and our good 
and loving God, in whose perfect good­
ness and infinite wisdom our dear depart­
ed sister reposed most unwavering trust, 
did not soe it for the best to interfere.

Sbe bore her sickness w 
would beautiful submission to the loviug will of 

our Father m Heaven. She was most ex

promenade wu 
in front of Trinity Church, 

and when John Street was up town, whe 
the journey to Philadelphia and to Boston 
was counted by days, and when Europe 
was weeks away over the oceao. New York 
waa shat up within itself, and bad a * local 
flavor ” which ia long since gone. Every 
gentleman in town then knew of the "lie 
Roman purl ” that could be drank at the 
King’s Head tavern and London Ohm. 
house on Brownjobn’a Wharf, and the 
■tory of the little town, now grown late 
the vast and Varions metropolis, in which 
civic pride and ambition are, judging frvn 
the City Hall, extinct, is as quaint sad 
entertaining as that of “ Our Village," 
or of Cranford.—Editor’s East Chau, 
in Harpers Magasine for March.

A cable dispatch last week stated tht 
Arthur Wagner, the English ritualkt, 
has been received into the Church of Roe* 
and that “ Mr Wagnet’s conversion mark» 
the beginning of a long impending tad 
carefully prepared movement which may 
ere long bring most of the ritualistic As- 
glican clergy over to Roman Catholicise* 
under the following plan :

1 Converts who are already married are 
to be ordained fttub tacita coniitione) 2. 
Such converts will be allowed to assist is 
ministering in Catholic churches in mass’ 

j benediction, preaching and catechism, bet 
i will not be admitted to parochial func­

tions, especially to confessions. Tbs 
English and Irish laity would never con- 

j fess to married priests. 3. The males 
and females in Anglican religions orders 

iriuiGucic ' arc t0 Pa88 through the novitiate under 
itîT sweet*5"and exPerienLccd 8Ul,e,,ul ®- appointed by Rase, 

and at the end of t heir n .vitiate are to be 
professed with simple vows, and will Ci.Hr 

emplary in her perfect trust. She looked ! t,nUe the phiUntropbic work under Viti- 
forward to her decease with rapturous d..- i cau Jurl8dicfon ; 4 A special metrvputi- 
light. When condoned with that so soon

passions,
our emotions were the battle scenes ; 
and yet t hose battle fields aud scenes 
were none the less teriffic or grand, tra­
gic or real.
He then launched into hia subject, and 

for over an hour held the close attention 
of his audience, aud was frequently 
greeted with applause. Any report of 
this brilliant lecture would mar it 
and do it injustice ; as nothing but the 
hearing of it, given with such eloquence 
and vigor would give our readers any 
idea of its excellence.

It would be difficult to select any die-

eulogy, than a life without the sweet- 
! ness of love and sympathy. Let us 
learn to anoint our friends beforehand 
for their burial. Post mortem kind­
ness does not cheer the burdened spirit. 
Flowers on the coffin cast no fragrance 
black ward over the weary days.—Cuyler

SIN.
In terms of unnsnal definiteness and 

precision the Apostle John tells ns 
what sin is. He does not say that it 
consists in overt acts of wrong, nor of

tinctive beauties from a discourse . wrong determinations of the volition.
which was throughout so admirably 
sustained ; but if we must eliminate 
something for special notice it would 
be the lecturer's picture of bravery— 
moral bravery ; it was grand. A brav­
ery that meets disappointment, trial, 
affliction, failure, misfortune, and all 
the various ills of life, with a deter­
mined and vigorous composure and a 
stern and a trained eelf-reliaoce which 
enables the possessor to pursue his 
even course undismayed, and add to, 
rather than detract from, his strength. 
Such a bravery was a lofty moral hero­
ism as great as that which bared the 
patriot's stalwart arms, and nerved 
the martyr’s heart. This is the proud­
est and snblimest of human victories : 
It dares to be true to duty though the 
heaven’s come down : true when the 
world knows it not ; true in the 
resolve of the midnight hoar, when no 
eye but God’s looks nto the soul; true 
when the world would applaud for being 
false ; and every worldly interest should 
seem to offer a price for cowardice. 
The bravery that under these circum­
stances is the earns calm, undismayed, 
uuseduced, aauutless vigor and deter­
mination of soul, is worthy of the name.

rnr of moral

nor of evil desires and inclinations of 
the soul. These are, indeed, all of them 
sinful in their characters and they are 
also the outworkings of that which lies 
back of them in the fallen eouL And 
of that unseen but ever potentially 
present property of depraved man he is 
•peaking when he declares not that sin 
in action transgresses the law, but that 
in itself, its essential being, sin is the 
tranegreseion of jke law. The active 
sense of our English word “ transgress­
ion ” is not here to be accepted, for the 
original will not allow it, but it «imply 
indicates a spirit of anarehy and of 
opposition to the rectoral holiness of the 
divine law. Essentially, sin is a con­
dition of the soul, a regnant spirit of op- 
position to the divine holiness, and, 
therefore, it is spoken ef in the singular 
number and is contemplated simply as 
a form of spiritual being. Formerly 
and phenomenally it is multiform, and 
we designate it by terms of plurality. 
We speak of sum when we mean only 
sinful sots or practices. Bat in God’s 
eyes this distinction between the actual 
and the essential is often not recogniz­
ed, and especially so when the sin of 
the soul is spoken of, for the distinction 
is onjy apparent while the reality of sin

her young life was to close on earth, she 
replied with most extant faith—“ I do not 
murmur or complain in the least, my 
Heavenly Father knows which is beat for 
me. I wnuld not wish to have anything 
changed in any way—hia loving will is 
aupiemely good—1 am Christ's and be ia 
mine, all ia well.” Thus tully, sweetly, 
and perfectly reposing in God sbe passed 
away from earth with all its joys ana sor­
rows to the peace, rest and felicity of 
heaven, m her 2Uth year. Her funeral 
was attended by a large number of friends 
and words of hope and good cheer were 
spoken to them by the writer. The be­
reaved parents and friends have the sym­
pathy of the entire community.

R. Wasson.”
Digby, Feb 25, 1880.

WINTER IN NEW YORK, 1780.
Mr. Eugene Lawrence’ in a recent 

pleasant paper, retouched the New York 
of a century ago. It was the cold winter. 
Both rivers were frozen, and the bay was 
solidly closed, so that men and teams, and 
even cannon, passed over the ice from the 
city to Staten Island, and the British 
were in constant fear that the daring Yan­
kees would steal over from Panins Hook 
(now Jersey city) and attempt the cap­
ture of the city. Lord Sterling, the Am­
erican general, with two thousand men, 
did cross the Kills, or strait, between 
New Jersey sad Staten Island, but the 
island Tories were on the alert, and the 
Americans were baffled. Judge Jones, in 
his Tory history of New York, says, that 
“ no man living ever before saw this bay 
frozen up,” and adds that two hundred 
sleighs, laden with provisions, with two 
horses to each, escorted by two hundred 
light-horse, passed upon the ice from New 
York to Staten Island. Rivington’s 
“ Gazette,” of the 29th of Sanaary, 1780, : 
says that “ this day several persons came I 
over on the ice from Staten Island,” and 
on February 1st a four-horse sleigh cross­
ed over. Snow fell upon the 10th of No­
vember, and lay almost continuously un­
til the middle of the next Match. In the 
woods it was four feet upon a level.

New York was then a city of thirty

tan, perhaps Cardinal Manning, is to be 
consecrated by the Pope himself for the 
government of the reconciled, reordained 
Anglican clergy ; 5. For the present tbs 
parts of service outside the canon of tb» 
mass are to be allowed in the vernacular, 
the Congregation of Rites deciding wbiob 
parts of the old Salisbuiy rite are t° ** 
incorp rated with the liturgy; 6 The 
younger clergy are to take the neoal rows 
uf celibacy when ordained sub-deaotM. 
The converts will be allowed and esseoursg- 
ed if they prefer, to adopt the usual ®»** 
of Latin.

The invention of that Superior aiw 
Complete Sewing Machine (The PasMv 
Sewing Machine), marks one of tb»*6* 
important eiae in the history of sischiW 
ery, and when we consider its great 
fulness and extremely low price of (9*?l 
it ia very difficult to conceive ot as J *■ 
vention for domestic use of more or e«* 
equal importance to families. I* 
great capacity for work ; beautiful, smon* 
and quiet movement, rapid execotiou «*fk 
tainty and delightful ease of 0P**m^jS 
that commends it above all others- 
working pails are all steel, 
durable, and will last a life time, the m** 
bins hold 100yards of thread; the »b*j* 
a the firmest cf all the stitches 
neat and régula., and can be regal»*” 
a moment to sew stitches from sa uns 
length on coarse material down to we 
finest, so infinitesimal as to bebaiw*** 
cernable with the naked eye, asd *■* 
rapidity rendering it impossible to*» 
them it has more attachments ths»W7 
other, and it does to perfection all 
of heavy, coarse, plain, fine or 
needle-work with ease, and tnrUeenV* 
than required on other machine#, lt**T 
no commendation, the rapid sales, 
ing demand, and voluntary 
from the press, and the thousands of 
nies who use them, amply testify 
undoubted worth as a standard *®<* . 
liable household necessity, extending 
popularity each day. This popul*r. ^ 
chine can be examined at the offiioeo* 
paper. AGENTS WANTED VjT 
company. Address them for inform 
FAMILY SEWING MACHtoB COV 
BROAD WAY. NEW YORK.,

C01
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