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THE SIFTING OF PETER.
A FOLK-SONG.

“ Behold, Satan, hath desired to have yon,
that he may sift you as wheat.”—St. Luke,
xxii. 81.
In St. Luke’s we are told
How Peter in ﬁo:se‘l" of old
Was sifted ,

And now, thougk ages intervene,

8in is the same, while time and scene
Are shifted.

Satan desires us, great and small,
As wheat, to sift us, and we all

Are tempted ; |
Not one, bowever rich or great,
Is by his station or estate
Exempted.

No house so safely guarded is

But be, by some device of his,
Can enter;

No beart hath armor so complete

But he can pierce with arrows fleet i
Its centre.

For all at last the cock will crow

Who hear the warning voice, but go |
Unbeeding. ) ;

Till thrice and more they have denied

The Man of Sorrows, crucified ‘
And bleeding. l

One look of tbat pale suffering face
Will make us feel the deep disgrace |
Of weakness ; 5
We shall be sifted till the strongth |
Of self-conceit be changed at length

To meekness.

Woundsof thes oul,though healed, will
ache ;
The reddening scars remain, and make
Confession ;
Lost innocence returns no more ;
We are not what we were before
"I'ransgression.

But noble souls, through dust and bLeat,
Rise from disaster and defeat

The stronger,
And conscious still of the divine

Within them, lie on earth supine
No longer.
~=H. W. LONGFELLOW, in Harper's Mag-
asine for March.

ABELARD.

Intent on progress he did not linger
long to waste his controversial skill
upon t he provinces, but before he was

twenty years of age sought Paris, where
he gave himself tothe study of music,
astronomy, and such arts and sciences
as he had not yet acquired. In mathe-
matics he never excelled, and his de-
spondency on this account is said to
bave given rise to his surname. His
teacher, observing his depression, told
him that a great scholar like himself
could not “bajare lardum,” “lick up
the fat.” These words became a nick-
name amonz his fellow students,
which was finally corrupted into Abe-
lard. Up to this time his 1nstruction
bad been provincial, and it was bard-
ly to be expected that his supre-

houses of learning as well as the strong I greatness worthy of a place in the cal-
bolds of power, when to doubt and dis- | endar of subl:mest beroism.

pute unsuccessfully was to hasten one’s| He scarified in a few brilliant and
own destruction and disgrace, and 1o do _ telling sentences, the snoband do-noth- |
1t successfully was unknown. Braving | ings in the world. This part of the |
the danger, the daring Abelard pushed | lecture was really a feast of fun, a lun- |

forward with his work. So many be- | cheon of laughter, and a wassail of wit. . rig

came bis listeners, that finding his  The lecturer’s great power lies in what
teachings interdieted in Paris, beopen- we call word pictures—power of drama- |
ed a school in Melum, where sarround- ' tic description ; and these pictures are
ed by his pupils, attracted from nearly | something more than intangibilities,
every other teacher, he established a under his management they:{most be- |
reputation for erudition and subtile come living, moving actua.ties. He
vigor of intellect that lefr all his rivals ' has the power of warshalling together
behind. From Melun he woved his the choicest words in our mother ton-

| school still nearer Paris, and from
| Corbeil continued to harras his old
master by the knowledge ot his success
i and by the turn of new controversies
and defeats.—National Repository for

March.
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HELOISE AND ABELARD.

An unacknowledged marriage was
destruction and shame to her, was expe-
dient for him. Therefore ske chose it
and when circumstances forced him to

| reveal it, she still persistently dcnied. |

Sbe preferred to lose the crown and
glory of womanhcod rather tban tbat
one ecclesiastical advantage should be
lost to bim. Before the marriage oc-
curred she resisted it with ar.uments
aud reasoning as subtle as his own, but

| her logic was saturated with her love.

Gladly she fled with Abelard to his
mother in Brittany; giadly came
back with him to sbare the wrath
of her justly incensed uncle, whose
name her fligut bad disgraced. When
the marriage was on every lip,
and Ler uncle’s reproaches and abuses,
increased as they were by ber continu-
ed d-nials, grew insupportable, she
took refuge at ber busband’s suggestion
with tbe kind nuns of Argenteuil, in
whose convent she bad passed her
childish years. Here she remained
until Abelard, embittered and irrita
at the failure of his ecclesiastical am-
bitiors, and the results of his sins, de-
cided to abandon the world and enter
the Monastery of St. Den:s. Then at
his command ehe took the veil, that, at
nineteen years of age, shut the world
and its pleasures forever from her gaze.
The lava tide has swept pitilessly
over her life, and bhas not left his un-
scathed. Henceforth for her, convent
days poisoned with regretful remorse:
days in which from matins to vespers
she meets her appointed tasks, still
cherishing in ber secret soul the memor
of Abelaid. And henceforth for hiw
embittered years, of secret rebellion at
the life he had espoused, of slow and
partial submission of heart, and of ever-
recurring resistance of mind. He bow-
cd his spirit o the behests of the church
but cbafed continually under the fetters
she torged for his fhoughts.—National
Repository for March.
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macy as a Jogician would be main-
tained in a city where bis adversaries |
would be legion. Paris bad no univer- |
sity in this day, but episcopal schools |
under Church supervision drew thou-
sands of students frow all over Europe. |
The pupils were not common people, |
bat largely composed of those destined |
for the church. Most learned profess-
ors, usually high church dignitaries,
lectured to the youth, and for students |
te question ritual doctrine or dogma |
was the beight of presumption, if not |
a sin. For all the advantages, no
sehool was so renowned and no profess-
or so distinguished as the one chosen
by. Abelard.

Enrolled as a pupil at Notre Dame,
under a dialectician of such long estab-
lished reputation as William of Cham-
peaux, called from bis towering ability
the “ Column of the Teachers,” began
the students new career. Up to this
time only admiration and deference had
met his effarts and victory rewarded all
encounters. Now all went smoothly
while the new disciples views conform-
ed to those of his master, but when the
arrogance of youth, united with un-
doubted superiority of intellectual force
made Abelard an antagomist of the
teacher whose fame made Paris to the
rest of Europe what Athens had been to
Roure, there was lighted a fire of envy
and Ieslously that never afterward

tv burn. 1t was more than a
nal conflict of a dialectic skill. Abe-
called it a war of ideas ; bis mas-

ter called it a conflict between reason
which - is radical, and faith, which is
eonservative ; and fancied he fought for
faith, when he fought to maintain his
own supremacy. Neither had learnei
the great truth thst reason and faith
at their best clasp hands in friendly
alliance.

From the wandering student life in
Bnttany to Paris, the center of art and

THE REV. D. HICKEY’S LECTURE.

The Rev. Mr. Hickey lectured in
Caledonia Hall 1:st evening under the
auspices of the Nurth Syduney Division,
on ‘‘ Battle Fields and Battle Scenes.”

Brfore the bour of opening the lec-

| ture the Hall was compactly filled. Me.

D. Lawlor, who occupied the chair, 1n-
troduced the lecturer with afew appro-

| priate remarks.
The Rev. lecturer began by saying |

that the battles he intenaed 1o describe

gue as if they came in willing muster to
bis call; and pichiug them red-het into
the heart of his subject. His speech is
a perfect widow's crase—forever bub-
Lling up and refusing to be exhausted
| until all the vessels in the neighborhood
of his voice are saturated and mere than
saturated with the endless, unwearied
irrigation of his superfluous richness.

—

JOHN KNOX, THE SCOTTISH RE-
FORMER.

On Tharsday evening last Rev J. S,
Coffin of Svdney, lectured in the Me-
thodist Church in this town on the
above sulject. The lecture had been
well advertized. Mr. Coffiu’s ability as
a speaker is pretty generally known, the
evening was fine, nevertheless the audi-
ence was not large. It is safe to say
however, that a more highly iaterested-
and appreciative audience has rarely as-
sembled in our town. Notwithstand
ing the sanctity of the place. Mr. Cof-
fin was more tnan ouce the recipient of
unmistakable evidence of approval from

bis auditors. After graphically sketch- |

is of the soul. Another of St. John’s
concise statements of this subject is his
declaration, AUl unrighteousness is sim,
where the nonactive form of sin is seen
in the term eraployed to designate it.
Sin is not, indeed, a mere negation of
ighteousness, it is its spiritual opposite,
80 that in all moral natures in which
righteousness does not predominate
there sin abounds and dominates the
soul. And just along this line of
thought comes in the declaration of St.
Panl that “the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all uarighteous-
ness of men-’ And this revelation of |
wrath is itself the expression of the |
divine estimate of the evil deserts of

unrighteousness, that is, the guilt of

indwelling and abounding sin in the

soul ; and the measure of the guilt of

sin must be learned from the nature of

the law of which it is the transgression.

— National Repository for Febrwary.
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THE LOVE OF GOD.

What a glorious fact it is that there is
one life that can be held up before the
eyes of humanity as a pattern! There
were lips that never spake unkindness,
never uttered an untruth; there were
eyes that never looked aught but love
purity and bliss; there were arms that
never closed against wretcheduess or
penitence; there was a busom which
never throbbed with sin, nor ever was
excited by an unboly impulse; there was
a man free from all selfishness and
whose life was spent in goiug about
doing good. There was One who loved
all mankind, and loved them more than
Himself, and who gave himself to die
that they might live; there was One

ing the life of this hero, the leeturer | who went into the gates of death, that

| proceeded to draw deviations and con- |

the gates of death might never hold us

' clusionsfrom his theme ; speaking more | in; there was One who laid in the grave

|
' age in which we live. Whatever opin-
| ion may be entertained as to the posi-
tion assumed by Mr. Coffin, there can
| be but one voice as to the ability with
! which he presented them. The lecture |

| was a powerful presentation of fruth as

' understood by the lecturer who by the
way bas evidently the courage of his
convictions. Some of his periods were
very fine and his impassioned denuncia-
‘ tions_of what he counsidered wrong,
| gave evidence of speaking ability of a
very high crder. The lecture was de-
livered from manuscrips, and occupied
something over an bour in delivery.
Ivis safe to say,that should Mr. Cof-

Y | in again favor the people of North Syd-

ney during hi y among us, he will
be greeted by a larger audience then
that which went away so highly pleased
on Thursday night.
— e ¢ ——— —
SPEAK KINDLY.

Do not keep the  alabaster boxes of
your love and tenderness sealed up un-
til your friends are dead. Fill their

| lives with sweetness. Speak approv-

| ing, cheering words while their ears |

| can hear them, and while their hearts

| can be thrilled by them. The things |
you mean to say when they are gone,

| say before they go. The flowers you

| mean to send for their coffins, send to

| brighten and sweet-n their homes be-

| fore they leave them. If my friends

' have alabaster boxes laid away, full of

| perfumes of sympathy and affection,

which they intend to break over my

| vead body, I wonld rather they would

we e not the battles of cannon, of smoke, | Pring thew out in my weary hours, and
of armies; with the shouts of the victor | Open. them, that 1 may be refreshed
or the cries of the dying; but that the | 2nd cbeered by them #hile I need thewm.

buman heart was the battle field, and I Would racher have a bare coffin with.
our lives, our acts, our passions, and '©0uta flower. and a fuueral without a
our emotions were the battle scenes; eulogy, than a life without the sweet-
and yet those battle fields and scenes ' Ness of love and sympathy. Let us
were none the less teriffic or grand, tra- | learn to anoint our friends beforchand
gic or real. | for their burial. Post mortem kind-

He then launched into his sulject,and | ness does not cheer the burdened spirit.
for over an hour held the close attention | Flowers on the coffin cast no fragrance |

, murmur or complain

of his audience, and was frequently
greeted with applause. Any report of
this brilliant lecture would mar it
and do it injustice ; as nothing but the
hearing of it, given with sach eloquence
and vigor would give our readers any
idea of its excellence.

It would be difficult to select any dis-
tinctive beauties from a discourse
which was throughout so admirably
sustained ; but if we must eliminate
something for special notice it would
be the lenturer’s picture of bravery—
moral bravery; it was grand. A brav-
ery that meets disappointment, trial,
aflliction, failure, misfortune, and all
the varous ills of life, with a deter-
mined and vigorous composare and a
stern and a trained self-relinace which
enables the possessor to pursue his
even course undismayed, and add to,
rather than detract from, his strength.
Such a bravery was a lofty moral heru-
ism as great ‘a8 that which bared the

learniog, from the modest pupil’s place
at the great professor’s feet, to the head
of a rival school, attacking his master’s
doctrines, refuting his reasoning, win.
ning his disciples to swell his own traia
Ot admirers, was a long road swiftly
traversed. However interesting as an
episode in a romantic persoual history,
it is 1auch more 80 when we consider 1t
as the beginning of protests of mind

patriot’s stalwart arms, and nerved
 the martyr’s heart. This is the proud.
| est and sublimest of human victories :
| It dares to be true to duty though the
' heaven’s come down: true when the
| world knows it not; true in the ealm
| resolve of the midnight hour, when no

eye but God’s looks 'nto the soul; true
| when the world would applaud for being
false ; and every worldly interest should

| blackward over the weary days,—Cuyler !

SIN.

In terms of unusual definiteness and |
precision the Apostle Jobn tells us |
what sin is. He does not say that it |
consists in overt acts of wrong, nor of |
 wrong determinations of the volition, ’
nor of evil desires and inclinations of |
the soul. These are, indeed, all of them |
sinful in their characters and they are |
also the outworkings of that which lies |
back of them in the fallen soul. And ,
of that unseen but ever potentially |
present property of depraved man he is |
speaking when he declares not that sin

\ in iteelf, its essential being, sin is tte

transgression of fh law. The active
sense of our English word “ transgress-
ion” is not here to be accepted. for the
original will not allow it, but it simply
indicates a spirit of anarchy and of
opposition to the rectoral holiness of the

dition of the soul, a regnaat spirit of op-
position to the divine holiness, and,
therefore, it is spoken of in the singular
number and is contemplated simply as
a form of spiritual being. Formerly
and phenomenally it is multiform, and
we designate it by terms of plurality,
We speak of sins when we mean only

against ecclesiastical autbority, of the seem to offer a price for cowardice. | sinful acts or practices. But in God's

assertion of right ef inquiry, of the
vattle of ideas against creeds, which
culminated in the Reformation; when
all icfluence was ecclesiastical, when
dha wmanesterias wera the ¢ [Ty

| The bravery that under these circum-

' stances is the same calm, undismayed,
unseduced, aauutless vigor and deter-
mination of soul, is worthy of the name,
and is a god-like grandeur of

| eyes this distinction between the actual
| and the esseatial is often not recogniz-
| ed, and especially so when the sin of
| the soul is spoken of, for the distinction

| was attended by a large number of friends

in action transgresses the law, but that ,

divioe law. Esseutially, sin is a ocon. |

| especially of them bearing upon the | to take its damp, its coldness, its chill,

its borror, and taught humanity bow it
might ascend above the grave; there
was One who, though He walked on
earth, had His conversation in beaven,
and took away the curtain that hid im-
mortality from view and presented us
the Father God in all his love. Such
a One is the standard held up in the
Chburch of Christ; it is a Chureh that

tbousand inhabitants, and the « i
ter,” as it was afterwards caleledh:rf. by
only one of intense coid, but o'f-hm!;Ot
and of fire. But the city, of which H‘l::
over Square was the literary centre, in
whose booksbop, as Mr. Lawrence ,,'m
rates, Miss Burney's * Evelina,” ang B’
Jobnson’s “ Tour to the Hebrides,” v
the works ef *“ the great Dr. Goldsmitp »
were advertised, was a compact com
nity with a distinctive cbaracter ang .l
rit. It was, in fact, an English mlomul.
town, with a certain popular Tndepeng
ence which was still evident, bowever gq .
presaed in expression.
habitants took the oath of allegiance bat
their hearts were with the blue and'bu'
while the scarlet mage werry arounq
them. For the town in which Sir Hen
Clinton beld his mimic court wag
with the careless rcv,‘l;y of a mllllary 80
ciety. Amid the cold and starvation “‘i
immense suflcring of the city, the officerg’
cry was “ On with the dauce! |ot ];y be
unconfined.” The soldier must not think
and the festivity at bead-quarters Wonld.
perhaps, strike the patriot us a reﬂac!ion'
from the bLrilliancy of the Britigh pros-
pects. e

But the routs and the revelry were g
more agreeable to loyalists gro wlers like
Judge Jones than to the patriots, He
spent that winter in New York, and com-
plains that for wood which cost nothin
to the barrick-masters, or which eould bs
bought by them for sixteen shillings a
cord for oak, and twenty-eight shilhig
for h’i;'kul'y, he was forced to pay £4 and
£5105.; and the indignant old Tory ex.
claiws that 1t was well kuown that “thelit.
tle mis.es and favorite Dalcineas of Clin-
ton, Robelstun, and Birch were all suppli-
ed with large quantities of wood by their
orders out of the wood-yards in New York
and were regailing thomselves 1n ronu,'
dinaers, little concerts and small parties
over good, warm, comfortabie fires, and
enjoying all the ease and luxury in life,
while the poor soldiers, for whom the
wood was provided, were with their wives
and children perisning in tbe barracks in
the severity of winter.”

When the fashionable promenade was
“theMall” in front of Trinity Chureh,
and whben John Strect was up town, wheg

| the journey to Philadelpbia and to Boston
| was counted by days, and when Europe
| was weeks away over the ocean, New Yurk
was shut up witbin itself, and bad a*“ loeal
flavor ”* which is long since gone. Br
ﬁe:denun in town then knew of the “ fine

man purl” that could bs drunk at the
i King’s Head tavern and London

|
|
)

rallies around the cross, and that gath. | house on Brownjoba’s Wharf, and

ers around Jesus ; and it is because He
is attractive and lovely and glorious
that they are coming from the ends of
the earth to see the salvation of God.—
Bishop Simpson.

OBITUARY.
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BNE A. ODELL.

Died on fhe 20th of Junuary, at Smith’s |
Cove, Digby Co., Irene A, Odell, daughter |
of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Odell. About one |
year since she embraced the salvation that |
is in Christ our Saviour, and from that |
auspicious hour till the close of her lifeshe |
endeavored to live a life of faith and of |
consistent deportment.

~ s

Consumption claimed ber in early days.
Last autumn her health begau to decline.
The disease was as usual unrelenting.
Gradually but surely the sapping of the
vital forces wewt forward. No earthly
power could stay this work, and our good
and loving Gud, in whose perfect good- |

| ness and 1nfinite wisdon our dear depart- |

ed sister repused most unwavering trust,
did not sae 1t for the best to interfere.
She bore her sickness with sweet and
beautiful submission to the loving will of
our Father iu Heaven. She was most ex
ewplary in her perfect trust. She looked !
forward to her decease with rapturous de-
light. When corndoned with that so soon
ber young lhife was to cluse on earth, she |
replied with most extant faith—* I do not
in the least, my |
Heavenly Fatber knows which 18 best for |
me. I would not wish to have anything |
changed in any way—his loving will is
supremely good—I am Christ’s and he is |
mine, all is well.” Thus tully, sweetly,
and pe:fectly reposing in God ‘sbe passed
away from earth with all its juys ana sor-
rows to the peace, rest and felicity of
beaven, 1n her 20th year. Her funeral

and words of bope and good cheer were
spoken to them by the writer. The be-
reaved parents und friends bave the sym-
patby of the entire community.

. R. Wassov.2
Digby, Feb 25, 1880.

WINTER IN NEW YORK, 1780.

Mr. Eogene Lawrence’ in a recent
pleasant paper, retouched the New York
of a century ago. It was the cold wianter.
Both rivers were frozen, and the bay was
solidly closed, so that men and teams, and
even cannon, passed over the ice from the
city to Staten Island, and the British
were in constant fear that the daring Yan-
kecs would steal over from Paulus Hook
(now Jersey rity) and attempt the cap-
ture of the city. Lord Sterling, the Am-
erican general, with two thousand men,
did cruss the Kills, or strait, between
New Jersey aud Staten lIeland, but the
island Tories were on the alert, and the |
Americans were bafled. Judge Junes, in
his Tory bistory of New York, says, that
*no man living ever before saw this bay
frozen up,” and adds that two bundred
sleighs, laden with provisions, with two
borses to each, escorted by two hundred |
light-horse, passed upon tbe ice froin New

ork to Staten lsland. Rivingtoa’s |
“ Gasette,” of the 29th of Sanaary, 1780, |
says that “this day several persons came
over on the ice from Staten Island,” and
on February 1st a four-horse sleigh cross-
ed over. Snow fell upon the 10th of No-
vember, and lay aluost continuvusly un-
til the middle of the next Maich. the
woods it was four feet upon a level.

'is onlyapparent while the reality of sin

New York was then a city of thirty

| government of the reconciled,

} working paits are all steel,

| story of the little town, now growa iate
the vast and various metropolis, in which
| civie pride and ambition are, Judging frvm
| the City Hall, extinet, is as quaint asd
: entertaining as that of “ Qur Village”
or of Cranford. —EpITor’s Easy CHAm,
| in Harpers Magazine for March.

A cable dispatch last week stated that

Arthur Wagner, the English ritualis,

bas been received into the Church of Rome,
and that “ Mr Wagner’s conversion marks

| the beginming of a long impending and

carefully prepared movement which may
eve long bring most of the ritualistic As-
glican clergy over to Roman Catholicism”
under the following plan :

1 Converts who are already married are
to be orduined (sub tacita conditione) 3.
Such converts will be allowed to assist in

, ministering in Catbolic churches in mass*

benediction, prea_hing and catechism, but
will ot be ad.uitted to parochial fune.
tions, especially to confessions. The
English and Irish laity would never con-
fess to married priests. 3. The males
and females in Anglican veligious orders
are to pass torough the novitiate under
experienced superiors, appointed by Rome,

| and at the end of their novitiate are to be
| professed with simple vows, and will e
| tinue the philantrophic work under Vati-

can Jurisdiction ; 4 A special metropoli-
tan, perbaps Cardinal Manning, is to be
consecrated by the Pope himself for the
rem‘duilltd
Anglican clergy ; 5. For the present
parts of service outside the canon of

| mass are to be allowed in the vernacular,

the Congregation of Rites deciding which
parts of the oid Salishury rite are 0
incorp rated with the liturgy; 6
younger clergy are to take the usaal vows

| of celibacy when ordained sub-desccns:
| The converts will be allowed und encoursg:

ed if they prefer, to adopt the usual mes
of Latin.

—
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The invention of that Snperior'_"
Complete Sewing Machine (The Fawily
Sewing Machiue), marks oge of the most
important eias in the history of
ery, and when we consider ite great 98¢
fulness and extremely low price of (8
it is very difficult to conceive of asy 8
vention'z)r domestic use of more or eve8
equal importance to families. It
great capacity for work ; beautiful,
and quiet movement, rapid execation ¢
tainty and delightful ease of o The
that commends it above all otbcn-."

durable, und will last a life time, tbe bob
bins bold 100 ys=ds of thread; the st

s the firmest ¢f all the stitches mades
neat and regula , and can be regult :
a moment to sew stitches from sn ll‘m
length on coarse material down 0 ©
finest, so infinitesimal as to be Mm
cernable with the naked e’?i)l“dw oust
rapidity rendering it impossible

thgm it’ bas more attachments thas 5%
other, and it does to perfection

of heavy, coarse, plain, fine or Jabor
needle-work with ease, and farless x4
than required on other machines, It

no commendation, the rapid sales, 1n¢!
ing demand, and voluntary

from the press, and the thousands of fam-
uies who use them. amply testify 40 -
undoubted worth as a standard sad its
liable household necessity, exmdl""
popularity each day. This po_ﬂl‘:‘ chis
chine can be examined at the offlice
AGENTS WANTED by

g:f;iny. Address them for informeivg
FAMILY SEWING MACHINE C0-%

BROADWAY, NEW YORK., N.T. _

Many of the in- -

. ?mching of Bro.
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