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lessons.

_ OCAUTER: STUDIES IN EARLY 
CHURCH HISTORY.

i D 60. Lesson v. Paul Before

Felix ; or, Convicted by the Truth.
Acts 24,10-25. November 4.

'

Explanatory.

l* t/iE governor. Antonia Felix “pro
curator of Judea, a freedman of the Em- 
peior Claudius, appointed about A. D. 
52.. Answered. For the accusation read 
the preceding verses. Panl proceeds to 
answer these by a calm, dignified denial. 
No flattery, no circumlocution, no invect
ive, but only sound argument and an hon
est statement of fact. Many years. Six 
to eight. In that time Felix had become 
acquainted with the peculiarities of the 
Jews, and could the more readily under
stand the defence of Paul. But twelve 
days. Seven spent in purification, (chap. 
21. 27,) and five since his arrest. Ver. 1. 
Went up...to worship. Not tç incite 
tumult, not to overthrow the worship of 
the jews, but to ivorship in the temple. 
He challenges them to prove that at any 
time in that twelve days he had commit-, 
ted any of the acts of which he was ac
cused. Accusation is not proof, yet how 
many judge even good and true men on 
mere report. “Judge not lest ye be 
judged."

But. Paul is ready to confess Obrist 
even before bis enemies. Are wé ? The 
way which they call heresy. They accused 
him of being a “ ringleader of the sect of 
Nazaienes,” the only time this term is 
used to designate Christians. The words 
«• heresy ” and “ sect ” are the same in the 
original. There were three other “ sects '* 
among the Jews, Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and Essence. Is it, therefore, a great 
crime to belong to another sect P God of 
my fathers. No schism, no new religion, 
but a fuller and more perfect development 
of the old covenant. Believing all things. 
The old Scriptures are not to be ignored ; 
they are the real basis of the Gospel. No 
one who can thus say with Paul, need fear 
the name “ sectarian ” or “ heretic.” 
Hope. Auothcr point wherein be is not a 
schismatic. His hope is the same which 
they wait for, (a better translation than 
allow,) but with him it is a living and 
directing power—with them it was mere 
patient waiting Resurrection of the dead. 
The foundation of the Christian hope—it 
may be said to be the hope, for “ if Christ 
be not raised then your faith is vain. 1 
Cor. 15,17. Both just and unjust. “ For 
we shall all stand before the judgment- 
seat of Christ-” Rom. 14,10.

Herein. In this hope, and because of 
this hope. The Christian’s trust in the 
grace of God, and in the efficacy of the 
blood of Jesus, does not lead him into 
laxity of life. Compare the similar ex
pressions of the other apostles, Peter and 
John. 2 Pet. 3, 14 ; 1 John 3, 3. Exer
cise myself. Note the energy in this word. 
The athlete must go through a careful 
training both continuons and nntiring if 
he would succeed. There is little hope 
for the Christian who does not “ strive to 
enter in." Luke 13, 24 We are to give 
“ all diligence," (2 Pet. 1,5) “ press toward 
the mark,” (Phil. 3, 14.) “ be careful to 
maintain good works,” (Titus 3, 8,) and 
“ fight the good fight ci faith.” (1 Tim. 
6,12.

Many. “ Several.”—Lange. “ Not so 
strong as many.”—Con and Howson. It 
was five years. Chap. 18, 21, 22. Alms... 
offerings. Two objecta of the visit, both 
inconsistent with that of which he was 
accused. The alms were probably those 
spoken of in Rom. 15, 25, 26 ; the offer
ings, those of the pentecost, and purifica
tion. Chap. 20, 16, and 21, 26. Certain 
Jews from Asia. Not the officers of the 
temple, nor those here to accuse him. 
Those who were commanded to appear 
(chap, 23, 30) were not these, so Paul 
challenges those who had come to testify 
to any evil which they had found in him 
other than his avowed belief in the resur
rection. Voice. Saying.

More perfect knowledge. Felix in 
hie six or eight years must have learned 
about the Christians. Indeed, there were 
Christian soldiers in his own city, and 
probably among his own guards. Chap. 
10. He, therefore, knew more perfectly 
than was developed in the trial the belief 
of 1 aul, and the hatred of the Jews. That 
way. Used in the Acts to designate the 
Christian religion. Chap. 9, 2; 19, 9, 23. 
He deferred them, that is, he adjourned 
the court, and deferred the case. He had 
power to defer it as long as be liked, and 
his reason was, doubtless, only an excuse 
to avoid offending the Jews. Vers. 26, 27. 
Commanded. He kept Paul still a prison- 

under the charge of a soldier, though 
with large liberty. But, alas! he was 
mainly selfish in his motive, hoping Paul 
or his friends would purchase his liberty. 
Verse 26.

Drusilla. Daughter of Herod Agrip
pa I., married to Axizus, prince of Emesa,

and seduced from him by Felix, through 
a Cyprian sorcerer named Simon. • While 
thus living in adultery with Felix she 
bore him a son, Agrippa, and perished 
with him in the eruption of Vesuvius. As 
her aunt, Herodius, under quite similar 
circumstances, heard John the Baptist, so 
she desired to hear Paul concerning the 
faith in Christ. How many, while living, 
in sin, listen to the Gospel, possibly hop
ing to hear some word to ease their con
science, bat with no thought of forsaking 
their sins.

Reasoned. Paul sought not his own 
safety through the favour of the judge, 
but took this opportunity to preach him a 
sermon which would, by the aid of the 
Spirit, reach his conscience. Righteous
ness. The state of right living, justice to 
God and man. Just what Felix was not 
doing. Temperance. Not merely absti
nence from strong drink, but a curbing of 
alt appetites and passions...another home 
thrust—though we have no reason to sup
pose that Paul made any personal appli
cation. A wise teacher will avoid giving 
personal offence. Judgment to come. As 
the Holy Spirit brought these truths 
home to the conscience of Felix, aud he 
realized that he must give an account for 
his actions to a Judge who could not be 
bribed, no wonder he trembled. He be
came alar mud, but, alas ! to quiet his fears 
he dismissed not his sins but the preach
er. A convenient season. A mere excuse ; 
he did not desire to hear more on this 
subject. But, alas) many still deceive 
themselves by the same excuse—not now 
but some more convenient time, when 
they are tired of sin perhaps, or death is 
a little nearer—then they will call. But 
God is calling note, and it may be with 
others as it was with Felix, the more con 
venient time will never come.

Golden Text :—And as he reasoned 
of righteousness, temperance, and judg
ment to come, Felix trembled. Acts 
24, 25.

Doctrine :—Conviction of sin. Acts 2 
37; John 16, 9.

The next lesson is Ac ts 26, 6-20.

IMPORTEES OF CAST AND

M ALLEABLE IRON PIPE,
* With Fittings of every description.

BRASS AUD COPPER TUBES, SHEETS ETC..
STEAM AND VACUUM (JAUGES, HAND AND POWER UMPS.

Rubber Hose and Steam Packing.
MANUFACTURERS OF ALL KINDS

ENGINEER BRASS FITTINGS.
Also—The heavier description of

A Quaker, having married for his wife 
a member of the Church of England, was 

asked after the ceremony by the clergyman 
for his fee, which hesaidwas a crown. The 
Quaker, aato niebed at the demand, said if 
be could be a hown any text in Scripture 
which proved the fee waa a crown, he 
would give it. Upon which the clergyman 
directly turned to the I2th chapter of 
Proverbe, verae 4, where it ia aaid, “ A vir- 
tuons woman ia a crown to her husband,” 
“ Thou art right,” replied the Quaker, “ in 
thy assertion ; Solomon was a wise man. 
Here ia thy money' which thou hast well 
and truly earned.”

For Severe Coughs and Luno 
Complaints.—Canton, Pa.. Novr. 29, 
1873.—Messrs. Seth W. Fowle & Sons, 
Boston : Gentlemen.—About ten years 
age, after having a severe attack of meas
les, I was troubled with a severe cough 
and Was threatened with consumption. 
My father having died at the of thirty- 
one with consumption of the lungs, and 
my annt having been carried off with the 
same complaint, it seems to be hereditary 
in our faniily. At the time alluded to, I 
was induced to buy a bottle of Db. Wis- 
tab’s Balsam of Wild Cherry and 
can say conscientiously, I believe it saved 
my life. I was blackamithing at the time, 
and often felt pains in my chest and lung, 
which the Balsam relieved. I cheerfully 
give this statement, and hope yon may 
have success with so beneficial a prepara
tion. Yours truly,

A. J. Merritt.
50 cents and $1 a bottle. Sold by all 

druggists.

FOR STEAMSHIPS, RAILWAYS, TAX NE RIES,\ ETC.

Nos. 166 to 172 Barrington Street, ----- Halifax.
Dec. 22. w

Victoria Steam Confectionery Works,

We call the attention of WHOLESALE DEALERS and others
to our STOCK OF

PURE CONFECTIONS
Some of which will be found entirely new to the trade. We invite their inspec

tion and solicit a share of their I atroriage.
W H O LE SAL OKTLY,

J. R. WOODBURN & CO.,
Victoria Steam. Confectionery Works, Waterloo St.. St. -John

N.B.,
II. WOODBURN. Mec. 16> Fl. P. KERR.

AT THE

METHODIST BOOK ROOM
LIKAX. - N B

Montreal, March 1, 1877. 
Messrs. T. Graham & Son.

I had for several years been subject to 
severe attacks of Inflammatory Rheumatism 
from which I would suffer the most intense 
pain from four to eight weeks, although 
under the best treatment I could procure. 
About six weeks ago I had another attack 
coming on with its usual severity, when a 
customer recommended the use of your 
Pain Eradicator, which he had proven 
himself and found in a great many cases 
to be an effectual cure. I gave it a trial 
and its results exceeded my expectation, 
it soon relieved the pain reduced the swel- 
ing, and I was able to attend to my busi
ness as usual in three days, and have been 
completely cured by less than two 25 cent
bottles. . .

For some years I had suffered with pain
and swelling around the instep and ankle ^ 
of one foot, the result of a bad sprain, 
this was also in a short time cured by it.
It has been used in my family for Neu
ralgia and other forms of pain with simi
lar success.

The result of its use in'my case has in
duced many others to try it, and all that 
use it are well pleased with it, and like 
myself are determined to keep it always 
in our houses.

N. R. ALLEN.
Dealer in Groceries and Provisions.

634 St. Joseph Street.

Life of Lord Macaulay. Harper’s fine 
cloth edition, m 2 vole.

Cheap Edition, 1 vul.
History of England, 2 vols, each
Essays, Critical and Historical
Writings and Speeches

PRESCOTT’S WORKS.
The Conquest of Mexico, with a pre

liminary view of the Ancient Mexi
can Civilisation, and the life of the 
Conqueror flernan Cor'ee.

The Conquest of Peru, with a preli
minary view of the Civilisation of 
the In'as, with steel engraved por

trait
The Reign of Philip the Second, 

King of Spain, vols. 1 & 2 in one 
vol.

Biographical and Critical Miscel
lanies, and volume 3 of Philip the 
Second in one volume

Author’s Authorised version, crown 
8vo, cloth, with Steel Portraits, ea.

The Reign of Charles the Fifth. By 
Wm. Robertson, L.L.D., with an 
account of the Emperor’s life after 
his abdication, by Prescott

MOTLEY’S WORKS.
The Rise of the Dutch Republic, 

complete in one volume, crown 
8 vo.

The United Netherlands. From the 
death of William the Silent to the 
Synod of Dort. Uniform with the 
other

CARLYLE’S WORKS.
People’s Edition.

Life of John Sterling. 1 vol.
The French Revolution, a History in 

3 vols, each
Life of Friedrich Schiller, compre

hending an examination of his 
works, 1 vol.

Heroes and Hero worship, and the 
Heroic in History, 1 vol.

Essays, Critical and Miscellaneous, 
in 7 volumes, each

5 00 
1 75 
1 75 
1 75 
1 75

150

1 75

i».
2 50

60

60

60

60

60

FAMILY BIBLES.
CHEAP QUABTO EDITION.

PICA TYPE.-----REFERENCES

HANDSOME NEW DESIGN— 
FAINTI/ELID-

JAS. & WM. PITTS,
GENERAL

COMMISSION MERCHANTS
Ship and Insurance Brokers, 

WATER STREET,
8T. JOHN’S

11 Aug—1 y.

iq a lay athome. Agouti 
Itt linns free. TRUK 4 Co., Augusta, Maine 
caJuùB. lvr.

FITS!
CUIVM

Persons suffer!

FITS I FITS I
FITS

fromPersons suffering fro 
will find Hance's Epll 
remedy ever discovered for cupng It The fol
lowing certificate should be -read by all the 
afflicted ; it is in every respect true.

A MOST REMARKABLE CURE.
Tongawucie. Leavenworth tb, Ken., 8f.ru 2. 1876.
Seth S. Hance.—Dear Sir The Epileptic Pills 

that I received from you last September have ac
complished all that you recommended them to 
do. My son Is hearty, stout, and robust : he is as 
heartv as any child in Kansas—indeed he is In 
the manner a new boy. being red and rosy. Be
fore he commenced taking your Pills he was a 
very pale and delicate looking child, and had 
Epileptic Fits for about four years, and seeing
Four Pills advertised in the Christian Instructor, 

sent to you and got two boxes of them, and he 
has not had a lit since he ronmu nred taking them 1 

he has been exposed to all changes of weather hi 
going to school and on the farm, and he has not 
had a fit nor a sympton of one since he com
menced taking your Pills. He learns well at 
school, and his mind is dear and quick. I fuel 
that you are not sufficiently paid for the service 
and benefit you have been to us in restoring our 
child to health. I will cheerfully recommend 
your Pills to every one I hear of that Is afflicted 
with Epilepsy. Please send me some of your cir
culars, so that I can send them to any that I hear 
of that Is afflicted in that w ay.

Respectfully, etc., LEWIS THORNBRUGH. 
Sent to any part of the country by mail, free 

of postage, on receipt of a remittance. Price, one 
box. S3; two, $5; twelve, 827. Address SETH S. 
HANCE, 106 Baltimore St, Baltimore, Md.

Please mention where you taw this advertisement.

May 1, lyear

DINING SALOON
EUROPEAN PLAN 

35 Germain St.

Noa. 7 R an Paneled—Marble Edges. 
8 “ “ “ Same aa

gea.
Same aa No. 7,

w-‘Very great. Her ?nd Qyn.J - - - -• *----shlaround her feet, from which she nao 
her shoes. An inquest was held on

The Subscribers beg leave to say the above 
place is fitted up in a neat and sumptuous manner, 
with all the modern improvements. It is conduct
ed in strict accordance with tne wants of the tra- 

mblic. Dinner, Breakfast and Tea served 
ortest notice. Oysters served in every 
Pastry, Ice Cream, Fruit and all the deli- 

of the season always on hand. Strictly 
Temperance principles. The proprietor would 

lisay further tnat the above establishment is ap-

vclling public, 
at the sho
style.
cacies

AGENTS WANTED
FOR THE

UNDERGROUND WOR
A MIBBCB CF

Life Below the Surface,
IT/'ITHlvivid'dcsmplions of the Hidden Works 
vv of Nature and Art, comprising Im-ideuts 

and Adventures beyond the light of day" lute:eat
ing sketches ot Mines and Milling in parts of the 
world—caves and their mysteries—famous tunnels 
—down in the depths ot the sen—volcanoes and 
their eruptions—petroleum—underground Lifo of 
Man and the lower animals, subterranean works of 
the incidents, etc., etc.

Illustrated with 125 Engravings,
1010 OCTAVO PaGK>.

The subject matter is new, and is brought right 
down to the present time, embracing the most re
cent excavations made in Europe, of buried cities ; 
— Pompeii, Herculaneum, Myccnie (Greece), by l)r. 
Scbliemann and others. Famous Tunnels and 
Caves in this country aud Europe, Under-ground 
Railroads of London : Gold ami Silver Mines of 
California, Nevada, Black lliils, Australia. New 
Zealand, Mexico, South America. Africa, Hussi», 
and ail kinds of mining in all parts ol the world.* 

Our agents are meeting with spli.ùiù succès». 
The book sells at sigh;. Extra inducements offered 
to agents. Exclusive territory guaranteed. For 
circular and terms address

THE J. B. BURK PUBLISHING CO., 
llarllord, Conn.

aug 18—0mO8.

Î fPA t)/ X DOLLARS per davat homo 
J JL V/ ms\J Samples worth free. 
gTlLSON <t CO., Portland, Maine «

STATION E R Y ~

BLANK B000KS,
SCSOOZs BOOKSA

Comprising Nova Scotia series andt
COLLIN’S NEW

AND ILLUSTRATED 

ENGLISH READER
And all other School requisit supplied to 

Dealers at lowest

"rHOLESALB RATES 
AT METHODIST BOOK ROOM.

3L John.

is

and a verdict was returned in accordant,,nixed by the respectable portion of the city of
the facts.

The ship County of Pictou am 
Queenstown on the 17th inst, from 
making the passage in 20 days. T1

SPARROW BROTHERS, 
Proprietor!.

R. S. FI TUB & Co
Wholesale and Retail

GROCER S,
»

No. 139 ABGYLE STREET,

OPPOSITE COLONIAL MARKET 
HALIFAX, N.S.

N.B.—Family orders eolxc"'ted,‘ Gocds 
iked with care. Consignment of 

utter, Cheese, Pork, Ac., will receive 
prompt attention.

mar chi 7—ly

3>rarw

STATIONARY
THE

“ EAGLE” LEAD PENCILS,
These pencils received the Highest Award 

at the Centennial Exhifiition. They 
are decidedly- the beet pencils in the 
market.
BEST BLACK ROUND GOLD

In fine grades, Numbers 1, 2, 2$, 3, 4. Put 
np in very neat Boxes of one dozen 
Price per box 45 cents.

THE SUN PENCILS.
Round satin color, Gilt with Rubber top 

Grade No. 2 medium. Price per doz. 5w
THE CHEAP PENCIL.

Cedar plain polished. A very good pencil 
for ordinary use lead all through and 
not brittle, per doz. 15 cents.

PEN HOLDERS.
The Eagle Pencil Go’s. PenholJvi s_ 

put up in Gross and Half Gross 
one dozen each of six different kind 
in the half gross and one dozen ewch of 
12 kinds in the large per Gross $5 00 
per half gross in 2 qualities 2 50 & 3 00

PENS.
Gillot’s Famous Pens—The kinds most in 

use Numbers
No 292 Fine Point per gross 50c

do. do. per quarter do. 20c
No 293 Medium p^r do. 50c
No 303 Finest per do. 1 00

do. do. per half dn. 35c
Other pens of good ana fair quality from 

25 cents a gross and np.
FOB 8ALej.iT THE

METHODIST BOOK ROOM 
125 Granville Steet, Halifax, N.S.

are

20 days.
barque Norman, of Maitland, arrived ai 
Hook from Liverpool, Q. B., making t

HYMNAL!

and UmuiKeospoct, one night last week.
150 French Monicco Allegant^ijôntents 

same us No. 12, with addition of two 
rich Illuminations in Gold & Colors.

Prices and further particulars on ajo 
plication. On Agents have sold more d 
the Cheap Editions, No. 7 & 8, than any 
others. Large quantities of No. 7 have 
been sold.

ME1HODISTBOOK ROOM .

$55 to
sugae iy

Agents. $10 Oof t 
FREE. P. O. VICKERY 

- A ufrnstr Main

Hook :
sage in 23 days. .SUNDAY SCHOOL EDITION.

The “ Eastern Chronicle" reports
fever, diphtheria and other contagious m J"CTST PUBLISHED
are still committing havoc in various i 
the county, and the mortality is pi

HALIFAX BOOK BOOM
missing from on board a schooner ^at Smaller and cheap edition of “ THE HYM-

A NAL ” prepared by members ot the Eastern 
Sectior of the General Conference Book Crmmittee, 
and published at the Book Room in February last.

The Latger Edition has been well received, and 
is used in Prayer aud Social Meetings on our prin
cipal Circuits. A number of excellent hymns have, 
by special request, been included in the S. 8. 
edition.

In contents, size, type and binding, it is more 
suitable for our schools thau any book on sale. And 
lti very low price, compared wjth such books pub
lished elsew here, brings it within reach of a 1.

Price in Cloth limp Covers, single coi y, Sets. 
Per dozen, 85cts.

The larger Hymnal is still on sale—In Cloth 
loards, 29ct in Pap» r loots.

r* /J Dollars a week in your own town. Terms 
OO and 85 outfit free. H. HALLET A Co., 
Portland, Maine.

Me SHANE
BELL FOUND BY

Manufacture those Celebrated
BELU3 for Chubches and Aca- 

• d amies, Ac.
Price List and Circulars sent free.

HENRY McSHANE & Co., 
Sept. 4—ly Baltimore, M.D.

TAILORING!
H. G. LAURILLIARD,

19 HOLLIS STREET,
HALIFAX N. S.,

Agency for New York Fashions
April 1, 1876


