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opinion that these ¢ faithful men” were not of an or-
der superior to presbyters : it'so, their successors are
not scriplurally of an order superior to presbyters.

« Q. May any one undertake the dutics of the
Christian Ministry without such nuthority ?

«“A. No. ¢Noman taketh to himsell this honour,
Lat he (only holds it) that is called of God, as was
Aaron.” (ilcb. v.4.)

This verse is quoted in proof that no persons should
undertake the office of the ministry without the autho-
rity of bishops: if this can be really substantiated, then
the ministry not so undertaken, is essentially invali-
dated. The meaning of the verse should, therefore,
be well understood, as such important consequences
are involvc:l in its present construction.

If it be considered as referring to the Christian mi-
nistry, all it requires is a eall thercto from God, and’
conscquently that none are true ministers but those
who receive this call.  This has nothing to do with
the authority of bishops, and its quotation is not in
pnint.

But some commmentators are of opinion that this
verse does not refer to the Christian winistry, among
whom is Dr. Apay Crarke, a “man of deep re-
gearch,’”” and of various ¢ learning.” His comment is
as fullows ;—

““ But he that was called of God, as was Jaron.)
God himself appoiuted the tribe and family, out of
which the high-priest was to be taken : and Aaron and
his sons were expressly chosen by God to fill the office
of the high-priesthood. As God alone had the right
to appoint his own priest for the Jewish nation, and
man had no authority here ; se God alone could pro-
vide an:d appoint a High-Priest for the whole human
race.  Aaron was thus appointed for the Jewish peo-
ple ; Christ for all mankind.

‘“ Some make this an argument {or the uninlerrup!-
ed succession of popes and their bishops in the churchy
who alone have the authority to ordain for the sacer-
dotal office ; and whosoever is not thus appointed, is
‘with them iliegitimate.’ It is idle to employ time in
proving that there is no such thing as an uninterrupt-
ed suceession of this kind : it does not exist @ it never
did exist : It is a silly fable, invented by ecclesiastical
"tyrants, and supporled by c’erical corcombs. Butwere
iteven true, it has nothing to do with the text. It
speaks merely of the appointment ot" a high-priest, the
succession to be preserved in the tribe of Levi, anlin
the family of Aaron. But even this succes<ion was in-
lerrupted und broken, and the oilice itsell wos to cease
on tie coming of Christ, after whom there could bono
high-priest ; nor can Christ have any suceessor : and’
therefore he is said to be @ Priest furever ; tor he ever
liveth the Intercessor and Saerifice fHr mankind. ‘The
verse therefore, has nothing to do with the ¢lerteal of-
Jiee ; with preaching Gud's holy word, or adminis-
tering the sacraments ; and those who quote it in this
way. ehow haw [intle they understand the Seriptures,
and how ignorant they are of the nature of their own

office.”

“ Q. Is an inward call to the Ministry sufficient

w.thout the outward ordinat;on ?
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““A. No. Aaron was called of God ; but he was
publicly ordnined by Moses.”

The ‘“ordination or selling apart to the sacred of-
fice is not peculiar to the Church of England : it is
obiscrved by all other orthodox Christian churchez. To
say that none are inwardly called but these who are
““ordained™ by bishops of the Establishment, is to
“ limit the Holy One of Isracl,” and contradict his
Known mode of procedure. The question implies that
there inay be an tnward call of God to the ministry
where there is not an outward ordiration by the Church
of England. What then in this case is to be done ?
Shall the person so situated obey man rather than
God ? s the authority of * Bishops® superior to that
of the Deity > And is their refusal to *“ ordain™ a suf-
ficient reaszon to induce the individual “called of God™
to “ hold his peace,” and *“ preach not the Gospel 77
Surely not.  The truth secins to be this—I1" God has
really called a person to give himselt up exclusively
to the work of the ministry, divine providence will
open his way to Lis heing properly sct apart for this
work by qualificd ministers in some part of the Chris-
tian Church : otherwise, third parties may defeat the
divine purposes. The converse, however, ot the ca-
techism is true,—*¢ The outward ordinatiou," even by
Bisﬁops, is absolutely worth nothing, without “ an in-
ward cali” from God. The latter is essentially neces-
sary to the constituting of a valid and scriptural mi-
nistry, but ordination by Bishops is not at all essen-
tinl. A valid scriptural ministry can, and does subsist
without it.

« Q. May not persons think themsclves called of
God, whrn they are not so called ?

“A. Yes. St. John says, ¢ Beloved, believe not
every spirit, but try the spirits, whether they are of
God : because many fulse prophets,® (that is, false
teachers,) nre gone out into the world.””” 1 John

iv. 1.)

That persons may think themselves called of God
to the ministry when they are not so called, is a gene- .
ral truth to which we yield assent, though we are fiar
fromn thin..\ing the text applicable which is here quot-
ed 1o prove it.  Before it ean apply, it must be first
proved that these ¢ fulse proplets,” thought them-
selves “ called of God.” For aught we know withcer-
tainty to the contrary, they might have derided the®
idea of an inward call and entered juto the ¢ priest’s
office”® for the ¢ loaves and fishes.”

A<, however, some may really think themselves
called of God when they are uot. we would ark, By
what peculiar means candidates for ordination in the
Established Chureh are reudered infallible on this
subject > Why may not they be deceived as well as
others 7 s there a miracle wrought in their behalf to
preserve them from sclf-deception 2 And can each and
every onc of those who hive reeeived an © outward
ordination” abide the text of our Lord,—¢ Ye shall

know them by their fruiis 77
« Q. Dil not St. Paul enjoin Timothy, the first

Bishop of Fiphesus, to be cautious whom he ordained
to his Ministry ? -
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