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AN OLD STORY

A correspondent has sent us & long
screed about Orangeism, with a re-
quest to have jt published. However,
we cannot do so at present ; snd, more-
over, what would it profit ? Orangeism
talks an archsic langusge. It resolutes
and protests and hears in every refer-
ence to Rome but bondage and oppres-
sion. Frankly we confess that we always
read the bombastic resolutions of our
saffron-hued brethren with s great deal
of smusement. They are so serious
about it and withal so prodigal of war-
like rhetoric.. They bare their mighty
breasts to meet the shock and they pro-
olaim that never shall they be recresat
to their duty of safeguarding the Em-
pire, of protecting the “open” Bible, ete.
It is all very funny, and we presume
that in the morning after the average
Orsngeman must laugh at it and promise
never to do it agsin. It is wearisome,
doubtless, but then it takes time for
some men to rise superior to their en-
vironment, to emancipate themselves
from the thraldom of upbringing and
bigoted journalists and to use the lan-
guage of fair-play and truth.

EXAGGERATED EULOGY

Reading some articles in papers and
magazines one would imagine that this
generation, with its Carnegie libraries,
short cuts to knowledge, was the favored
of the sges. Reference is, of course,
made to past times, but perfunctorily as
it to designate them as of listle conse-
quence as factors in the work of educa-
tion. They contributed, indeed, their
quota commensurate with their oppor-
tunities, but they are dwarfed when
compared with this age. When we
meet writers of this type we are at a
loss what to do. Give them facts and
they will smile #itha pitying condescen-
sion: tell them to read and they will
state they have no time for special
pleaders. Yet we venture to say that
in one of the old European universities,
founded under the shadow of the ever-
lasting Church, there was more mental
life, a surer grasp of fundamental prin-
ciples, s saner outlook, & greater influ-
ence upon thought and life than in any
similar institution of to-day. They got
at the essence of things. They imil-

community, cannot but see in the trend
of the times that liquor-drinking is »
handicap and may in time make for dis-
honor and ruin.

TOO FAR AWAY

It strikes us that Rudyard Kipling is
too far from Mandalay. When he bade
tarewell to his soldiers and natives of
Indis snd became the advisor of the
Empire his pen lost its cunning. In-
stead of listening to the temple bells he
busied himself with screed and pamphlet
and poem till he became hoarse and the
people tired. His latest contribution to
the white man’s burden is collaboration
with Mr. C. R. L. Fletcher in an illas-
trated school history of Englsnd. The
Tablet says that it is not 2 history
book. It does mot attempt to place be-
fore the young mind s clear panorama
of the course of history. It attempts
rather to bring up the young generation
in the views of Mr. Fletcher and Mr.
Kipling : to tura them into Protestant
Imperialists.

THE SUNDAY PAPER

These Sunday editions that come to
us from over the border are for sale in
every town_and city in Canada and are
read with avidity by thousands. Filled
with reports of orimes, scandals and
personsal gossip, and disfigured by chesp
snd vulgsr illustrations, they are a dis-
tinct menace to good taste and spiritual
well-being. The * comic supplement "
teaches the young to disregard suthor-
ity and the method of playing practical
jokes of the asinine kind. Published
for the workers, they misrepresent and
mislead and endeavor to stultily them
with the most belittling kind of read-
ing matter. Men and women who are
careful about their exterior have no
hesitancy in sllowing their minds to be
clothed by editors who write flippantly
about every subject under the sun. In-
stead of arraying their souls with ideals
and ideas, with sources of inspiration
and enthusiasm, they put upon them
anything and everything from the * rag-
bag ” of opinions that is the monopoly
of the yellow journsl. And they prefer
to wallow in the turbid stream of divorce
court proceedings, of senseless chatter-
ings about actresses, rather than be re-
freshed by the pure water of decent
reading. No wender, then, that many
of us are incapable of being serious, and
are hopel The

ated the learning of other countries,
purged it of its defeots and placed upon
it the sccuracy which is the badge of
scholarship. They taught men to think
and not to enfeeble the mind by a pro-
fusion of subjects. And the old profes~
sors proclaimed insistently that toil and
attention are the handmaids of learning.

Catholics ought to know their own.
They ought to know that many of the
things on which this age sets store in
the matter of education are & heritage
from Catholic times. The method of in-
struction in public school, the Normal
School, ete., have their roots in the ages
of faith, whose golden rule was that * no
man can be the client of science who
does mot love justice and truth ; but
there is no trath or justice without the
light of the knowledge of God.” Knowl-
edge of what we have done is the anti-
dote for misleading statements of biassed
writers.

INTEMPERATE TEMPERANCE

If some temperance advocates pruned
their language and conceded to others &
right to base all opinion as to the best
means of curbing the liquor traffic they
would command more attention. We do
not impugn their motives, but their
methods betimes are pathetically un-
productive of success. We all know the
evils that arepssociated with the traffio,
but we are not aware that liquor and
the selling of liquor are wrong and
sbominable. Sweeping assertions may
please those who chant the praises of
Prohibition, but they have no weight
with the many who believe in comport-
ing themselves like reasonable beings.
Abuse is not an argument, and personal-
ities serve but to create 8 suspicion that
they who use them are not worth con-

0p ly vulgar-minded.
adult who is given to this kind of read-
ing is beyond redemption. The child,
however, may be saved from the curse
of the Sunday paper through the watch-
fulness of parents. His right to have
dreams, to have his purity of mind and
heart safeguarded, to have his impres-
sionable vears moulded by the hand of
virtue, ought to be maintained by the
parent who has any idea of his respon-
sibility. Bar the door, then, against
these publications. Give the boy and
girl a chance to become immune to them.
The chief characteristic of the * New
Journalism,” says Mr. Chesterton, is
simply that it is bad journalism. It is,
beyond allcomparison,the most shapeless,
careless and colorless work done in our
day.

————
e

NEWMAN AND ROME

A touching passsge _appears in
William Barry’s Life of Newman. On
his first visit to Rome the author de-
clares that the sight of it overcame
Newman.

“Apd now what can I say of Rome,”
he exclaims, *but that it is the first of
cities, and that all I ever saw are but as
dust (even dear Oxford) compared with
its majesty and glory ?” It grew more
wonderful to him every day. “How
shall I name thee, Light of the wide
Waest ? or heinous error's sest ?”” This
had been his question, but it -ended in
a ory to Christian Rome, “Q Mother!”
which recalls the tender invocation of
the Georgics,—*Salve magna Parens .
. . magna viram |”"—While the fam-
ous lines in the First Eclogue describe
“keenly and aflectionately” what he
was feeling, “quite abased” to be stand-
ing in the Oity of the Apostles. He
must invoke a “proper pride” lest he
should prove disloyal to “gaored”’
Oxford. Was it possible that so serene
and lofty a place could be the “cage of un-
clean creatures”? He would not believe

sidering seriously. The real temperance
men seek to form an enlightened and
public opinion on this subject. They
neither quote scripture against the use
of liquor nor imagine that their views
are the only ones that are wise and
tenable. But they use the economic
argument ; they appeal to religion ; they
labor to form an army of Total Abstain-
ers. That they achieve success is be-
yond doubt. Not that they do all they
wish, but their work is bearing fruit, and
is commending itself more and more to
real temperance men. Take the boy and
give him the stimulus and sustaining
power of a temperance society, and he
will, as & rule, never be addicted to
strong drink. The adult who desires to
be somebody, to leave the impress of his
. personslity in some measture upon the

it without evidence. These were the
impressions, “like seeds sown in the
mind,” under which he went back to
Sieily. He was drawn to that 1ov2|iesg

thy oreed were sound, thou Church . of
Rome !” He sailed at last in an orange-
boat, and as a calm held them one whole
week in the Straits of Bonifacio, his heart
breathed out its deepest aspirations,
“Lead, kindly Light!” This most
tender of pllgllm songs may be termed
the “March” of the Tractarian Move-
ment. It is pure melody, sustere yoet
hopefal, strangely not unlike the
stanzas which Oarlyle has made familiar
to the whole English race, the “Mason-
song” of Goethe, in its sublime sadness
and invincible trust. Both are Psalms
of Life, Hebrew or Northern, chanted in
a clear-obscure where faith moves on-
ward heroically to the day beyond.

THE POPE-—-A WORD PICTURE

« Watchman, what of the night?”
All's well, and s fine night! The Dome
rises in the darkness msjestic and
serene, the stone sajnts of the Colon-
nade look down on s piszza dim and
empty and echoing with the soft mur-
mur of the fountsins, the Vatican is
wrapped in slumber, the voioce of the
Roman night, the great bell of 8t.
Peter's, calls out at intervals * Time is
passing.” Time is passing up there in
the quiet room upon which the eyes of
the world were anxiously fixed a few
months sgo, but psssing calmly now snd
mesasured rythmically by the bresthing
of the sleeper. For the Pope’s greatest
earthly comfort all his life has always
been the gift of sleep. Andso he sleeps
on oalmly until the invisible hand of
habit is 1aid gently on his forehead and
he opens his eyes to the new day. As
yet there is no sign of day, all is dark,
not s sound is to be heard, the dwellers
in the Vatican are still asleep; he alone
is astir. His new day is like the begin-
ning of & new life: he is & child again as
he kneels to say his first prayers; he isa
young student alone. in his room in the
seminary as he opens his breviary and
begins the Little Hours; he is a simple
priest again, more than an hour later,
when he stands at the foot of the altar
and commences the low Mass of the
Feast of St. Joseph with only his sisters
and two or three others for a congrega-
tion.

It is his feast-day and the first to
greet him after his Mass are the sisters
and niece who continue to live near him
in a modest spartment outside the
Vatican. Very simple people, never to
be met in “soclety,” oocupied with their
prayers and their household tasks aud
unpretending work for the poor, who
would again naturally find their place
to-morrow among their relatives and
triends in the village of Riese. And
this morning they bring their brother
with their own affectionste wishes those
of other relatives in humble walks of
life in the distant north. The Pope
might still be a country parish-priest for
sll the difference it has made in their
position. They are good Ohristians, and
Pius X. and they are content with this,
But they have all a warm place in his
heart, they are especislly near him to-
day for the onomastico is a family feast
in ftaly reviving old ties and old
memories, and the kindly Venetian
sccents of his sisters may well bring
back to the Pope his native Riese with
its quiet streets and its sturdy people
snd the church where he was baptised
and confirmed and made his first com-
munion, and the level flelds around and
the white road along which he used to
walk to college seventy years ago.
None of it will he ever see again except
with the eyes of memory.—Rome.

A PROTESTANT CANON AND
INTOLERANCE

e

At a meeting of the Joint Technical
Instruction Committee for county Cork,
Ireland, recently, Sir Bertram C. A.
Windle, President, University College,
Cork, presiding, the Rev. Canon Court-
ney Moore, M. A, proposed a resolu-
tion congratulating their Chairman, the
Bishop of Cloyne, on his victory over
the Dundee Courier. In proposing the
resolution Canon Courtney Moore re-
ferred to the question of Home Rule and
said he thought it should be discussed
on financial grounds, constitutional
grounds, apart from religious contro-
versy. But he was afraid there were a
great many controversial politicans, and
that the religious element in the dis-
cussion was not only dominant but pre-
dominant. The raising of this contro-
versial argument really come to this—
and it was a very serious indictment—
that the lives of Protestants and the
property of Protestants in Ireland would
hardly be safe under a new Parliament.
That was a very serious indictment.
He wondered did those who made such
a charge really consider that it tended
to make people censorious and uncharit-
able, and that it was calculated to em-
bitter and to irritate those persons
against whom such a charge was
launched and who constituted four-fifths
of the population of the whole country ?
For himself he could say that during his
residence of over forty years in the
county of Oork he never received any-
thing but kindness and courteous con-
sideration, During thatlong period the
country had been agitated many times.

of isiands as by 8 loadstc

golitary by Taormina, Syracus and
Catania into the centre, making for
Palermo, and was stricken with fever
and laid up at Castro Giovanni, where
he nearly died.

His scoonut of this expedition is
pathetic—an . admirable piece of self-
portraiture, abounding in dreams,
thyough which runs the ory of depre-
cation, “I have not sinned against
light”” He had written during the
cholera in 1832, “one is destined for
some work which is yét undone”; he had
repeated the thought to Wi in

He r bered the Rising of 1867, and
he remembered the agitation on Mr.
Gladstone'’s Church Act of 1839 70 ; he
remembered many agitations, end
through them all he never received
snything but kind aud consid
tion. He was very glad to propose that
resolution for the Bishop's own sake,
beeause he felt sincere regard and re-
speot for him, He was glad also on the
broader basis of religious liberty snd
toleration, and on the grounds of truth
and charity that the Bishop had gained
this verdict and had, so to speak, justi-

Rome, and it was now strong upon him
while he seemed at death’s door.
Recovering, he was detained, home-
sick and desolate, in Palermo; there,
soothed by his visits to the sanctuaries
of which it has so many, he wrote, “0O that

fied himself. Mr. K, B, Williams, J. P.
(s Protestant member of the committee)
said he would like to be permitted to
seoond the vote which had been so_ver;

ably and eloquently proposed by Canob
It was utterly wrong

Courtney Moore.
to make acousations of this kind, to try

/

and spread strife between them there in
the South of Ireland, when they were
living in perfect peace pnd on the best
terms one with another. Sir Bertram
Windle then put the motion to the
meeting, and it wss unsnimously adopt-
ed.—Tablet. y

THE NEW _I_’_S_ALTERIUM

THE MANNER OF RECITING THE
DIVINE OFFICE

—_—

By tae Ricar Rev. MGE. CRONIN, D, D.

INTRODUCTION

By the Bull Divino afflatu, dated Nov-
ember 1st, 1911, and promulgated in the
Acta Apostolicae Sedis, December 20th,
1911, the Sovereign Pontift, Pope Pius
X, has taken the first step in that re-
form of the Roman Breviary, which has
been long perceived by many to both de-
sirable and necessary, and which many
Bishops have petitioned the Holy see
to undertake.

Of the public and official prayer of the
Church, which is contained in the Bre-
visry, the Psalms constitute the main
element: and it bas been the law, hand-
ed down by most ancient tradition,
that they should be so arranged and
distributed, that the entire Psalter of
one hundred and fifty Psalms could be
recited within the space of a week.
And so we find such an arrangement
made in the Breviany of Pius V, which
has been in use up to the present day ;
for it begins with the “Psalterium dis-
positum per hebdomad " If the office
could in practice be recited as it stands
in the Breviary, the law and the inten-
tion of the Church 1d be letely

Bat duriog the current year, all are
at liberty to usé either the old or the
new srrangement—to keep to their old
Breviary and Ordo recitandi, or to adopt
the new Passlterium and the Calendar
which it requires. Moreover, in the
private recitation of the Office it is law-
ful during this year to change from one
Psslterium to the other at pleasure from
day to day, provided that throughout
the entire Office of the day, the use
of the Psalterium with which the
Office of that dsy was begun, is con-
tinued.—*Licere culvis officium divinum
persolvere slils diebus ex novo Psal-
terlo, aliis vero ex antiquo ad lubitum,
perdurante anno 1912 (8. Rit. Congr.,
Feb. 24, 1912; from the Tablet, March
2, 1912),

We have now to consider; 1 The
principal changes that have been made
in the Ofce snd in its Rabrics; 3 When
the new Office is to be said; 3 How the
new Office is to be said; 4 Some other
changes of the Rubrics; 5 By way of
sppendix, some changes in the Raubrics
of the Mass.

THE PRINCIPAL CHANGES IN THE OFFICE
AND ITS RUBRICS

As I have said in che introduction,
the principal changes that have been
introduced into the breviary by the Bull
Divino afflatu, ave 1 ; the re-distribution
of the 100 Psalms that compose the
“Pgalterium Davidicum” through the
days of the week, in such a manner that
the entire Psalter can be recited within
the space of a week, with a diminution
of the burden of recitation; and 2. the
alteration of the Rubrics of the Breviary
in such a way as to make this complete
weekly recitation of the Psalter more
practicsble and actual.

It will be remembered that in the
Office as hitherto recited, there were,

fulfilled. But there have been intro-
duced into the Calendar so many
Offices of Saints, which, sccording to the
Rubries, took precedence of the Domini-
cal and the Ferial Offices, that very
few dsys remsined upon which these
latter Offices could be recited. Their
length was ulso a practical objection to
these Offices, especially at the present
day, when the numbers of the clergy are
not so great, and their occupations have
increased. This led to theintroduction
of the optional Votive Offices, which in
practice still further reduced the oppor-
tunities of reciting the Ferial Office ;
for as the Votive Offices were much
shorter than the Ferial, they were in
practice almost always recited when the
Rubrics gave the choice between a
Votive and a Ferial Ofice. The conse-
quence was that only a few Psalms were
usually recited during the week, gener-
ally about thirty, which were repeated
over and over again, and with which
the clergy became very familiar ; while
an intimate knowledge of the rest of the
Psalter was reserved to Scripture soho-
lars. Familiarity and constant repiti-
tion breed, not contempt indeed, but
mechanical and distracted recitation ;
yariety engenders interest, attention
and devotion.

The primsry object, then, of the
present reform is to re-introduce the
recitation of the entire Psalter in the
Office of each week, without increasing,
but rather diminishing, the burden of
the clergy. Concomitantly with the
attainment of this object, another pur-
pose is achieved, viz., the restoration of
the Dominical and Ferial Offices to the
place in the liturgy, from which they
have little by little been excluded by
the introduction of the Offices of Saints.
Care, however, is taken that the Cultus
of the Saints, which the Church has
always taught, defended d praotised
as an integral part of divine revelation
and of the Christian Religion, shall in
no wise suffer. The Psalms have ac-
cordingly been re-distributed through-
out the days of the week; and the Rub-
rics of the Breviary have been modified
80 as to ensure the attainment of the
desired ends. It is my purpose now to
explainthese changes of the Rubrics.

A note of alarm has been sounded in
quarters to this effect: “Are the Brev-
iaries which we have at present, to be
henceforth entirely useless? Anyway,
it would be absurd to buy new Breviar-
jes now. We will wait till the complete
reform has been made, and then buy
Breviaries that will have some guaran-
tee of permanence.” There is really no
need for this alarm, Mgr. Menghim gives
the following sssurance: “There is no
foundation of truth in any of this, and
the inferences drawn from it are false
too. Instead of being less, the Brev-
iaries of to-day are ahsolutely neces-
sary for those who wish to use the new
Paalterium separately; and as regards
buying a new Breviary coutaining the
new Psalterium in substitution for the
old, it will always be most useful, so
as not to have to hold two books in the
hand simultaneously. All the more be-
cause, besides the Psalterium and the
Ordinarium Divini Officii, they will con-
tain also the other changes introduced
by the later Decrees of the S. Congre-
gation of Rites. The advice then to
wait for the complete reform is neither
gerious nor practical, since this reform
cannot be oarried out  without
many years of- labour, as it is an im-
portant matter, and one full of extra-
ordinary difficulties, which occupy the
attention of four OCommittees. The
clergy would therefore Le depriving
themselves of an existing convenience,
in order to wait for one that is in the
fature, and will come no.one knows
when"'(op. cit., pag.6). Mgr. Piacenza
also has given a similar reassuring reply
in » lester which was published in
Rome, p. 4. January 27, 1911, ‘

The Bull Divino afflatu abolishes and
interdicts, as part of the Divine Office,
the Passalterium in present use, from
January 1st 1013; and, as from the same
date, imposes upon all who have the
obligation of reciting the Divine Office
according to the Roman Breviary, the
grave precopt of using the new Psalter-

um in place of the old. From that day
rward, the use of the new Psalterium

11 be necessary for the fulfilment of

e obligation of the Office.

on feasts above the rank of simple, nive
Psalms at Matins, three for each of the
three Nocturns, and seven Psalms and 'Y
Cantiole ( not counting the Benedictus),
which were always the same, at Lauds.
At the Little Hours, only two Psalms
were said, the 53rd. (Deus in nomine
tuo salvum me fac ) and the 118th (Beati
immaculati in via ), which latter ran
through all the Little Hours. This the

longest of the Psalms, is an Alphabetic-
al Psalm. The Alphabetical Psalm is a
peculiar form of Hebrew poetry. In
the Hebrew Alphabet there are twenty-
two letters; and in the 118th Psalm
there are one hundred and seventy - six
verses divided into twenty-two strophes
of eight verses each—in other words,
into as many strophes as there are let-
ters in the Hebrew Alphabet. Each of
these strophes begins with a different
letter of the Alphabet, the letters fol-
lowing one another in their usual order;
and every verse of each strophe begins
with the letter proper to that strophe.
In the Breviary these twenty-two stropes
of eight verses each are paired into
eleven sets of sixteen verses each ; the
first two of which are assigned to Prime,
and three each to Tierce. Bext and
None. — Five Psalms, four of them gen-
erally unchanged, were said at Vespers;
and four, or rather three with the first
six verses of the 30th Psalm (In te Dom-
ine speravi), all invariable, at Compline.

In the Sunday Ofice, Matins had
eighteen Psalms, snd in the Ferial
Office twelve ; the others Hours retain-
ed the same number as on feasts, with
the exception that an additional Psalm
was recited at Prime on Sundays, and
Saturdsys aud Paschal-time excepted, in
the Ferial Office. The Psalmsat Matins
and Vespers, one Psalm and the Canti-
cle at Lauds, and the extra Psalm at
Prime varied from day to day through-
out the week ; and thus, if the Domini-
oal and Ferial Offices could have been
said all through the week, the entire
Psalter would have been recited in the
course of it, although the Psalms of the
other Hours remained unchanged.

According to the new arrangement,
the number of Psalms to be recited at
the varions Hours has been fixed uni-
formly for all Offices as follows :—Nine
at Matins, four Psalms and a Canticle
(as well as the Benedictus) at Lsuds,
three at each of the Little Hours (with
an additional Psalol in certain Ferial
Offices as Prime), five at Vespers, and
three at Compline : and the Psalms at
the Little Hours and at Compline vary
with the day of the week, just as those
of the Hours. Thus, there are thirty-
three Psalms required for each day's
Office, making two hundred and thirty-
one (or, with the Invitatorium, which is
Psalm 94, two hundred and thirty-two)
for the whole week. But there are only
a hundred and fifty Psalms in the com-
plete Psalter ; so it becomes possible
and necessary to divide some of the
larger ones, each portion of a Psalm
being treated as if it were complete, and
concluding with the Gloxia Patri.
Twenty-four Psalms are divided into
two parts ; twenty-one into three ; one
into four : one into six parts ; and the
division of the 118th Psalm into eleven
gections is retained.—Rome.

TO BE CONTINUED

[RELAND AND HOME RULE

To the Editor of The Gazette:

Sir,—When I arrived here from Ulster
I was somewhat amused at the apparent
joers of the press of this most progres-
sive country in regard to the position of
that province, as I knew perfectly well
that nothing of an outrageous character
would take place as the result of the
Home Rule meeting which has just
passed off quietly. Ulster to-day is not
the Ulster of a hundred years ago. She
is a new province, geographically, com-
mercially, intellectually, socially and
otherwise} The people thereof are in-
telligent and enlightened. In my inter-
viewing of a number of gentlemen, who
are residents of this city, I have ascer-
tained that the universal opinion exist-
ing amongst the Protestants here is that
every Protestant of the North of Ireland
is an anti-Home Ruler, and that the
Roman Oatholics in Ireland have in the
past and are to-day doing their utmost
to suppress Protestantism and make the

lives of the Protestants intolerable. I
do not for & t bl the Protest
ants here for holding such outrageous
opinions ss I know they have no means
of knowing the conditions of the country
exocept through the channel of the press
and which, a8 everyone must admit, is
prone to exaggeration and not at all to
be relied upon in matters of a political
nature. But let me as sn Ulster Pres-
byterian and as one who is fully conver-
sant with the affairs of Ireland, tell the
people of Montreal of every nationality
that such opinions are absoutely inac-
curate. Take, for instance, the coun-
ties of Antrim, Down and Armsagh,
which are the very seats of Orangeism
and Protestantism. How do matters
stand there ? Well, I can say without
fear of contradiction, that: considerably
over one-half of the Protestant populs-
tion of these counties are firm National-
ists, and such portion is undoubtedly
the more intelligent people thereof,
amongst whom are the largest employers
of labor. In my own native town, Port-
asdown, the birthplace of Orangeism,
there are ten very large Protestant em-
ployers of labor, and out of that number
gix are well known Nationalists, and
two of the remaining four remain
neutral.

; The opposition to self-government
comes principally from the members of
the predominant organization, the
Orange body, who are composed of the
working classes, and who are being un-
consciously led by a class of men who
are merely using them as stepping stones
to prosperity.

In regard to the alleged intolerance
on the part of the Roman Oatholics, I
must say that I have never yet met one
professing the faith who would not lose
s night's sleep to oblige or in any way
help a Protestant. They are a kind and
genial hearted people and have every
desire to live peaceably with all men.
Under the existing Looal Government
Act, they have large powers whereby
they might be intolerant, but the oppor-
tunity has never appealed to them.
Therefore, is it not only natural to
assume that they will not with increased
powers do otherwise ? When I say that
in the South and West of Ireland, which
is exclusively’'Roman Catholic, the prin-
oipal shops are owned by Protestants,
you can readily infer that there 1s very
little intolerance there.

After very careful consideration of
the position of affairs in Ireland, finan-

| oially and otherwise, I have come to the

inevitable conclusion that self-govern-
ment is her only salvation and that it
must be accomplished at oll cost.

Keep Ireland uader the present re-
gime and in fifty years she will have be-
come & barren and demoralized couatry
and a burden upon the whole British
Empite, Canadians should not lose
sight of the fact that poor, down-trodden
Ireland is part and parcel of the British
Empire and that, therefore, it is their
duty to do all‘in their power to save her
from herself and from utter destruction.

JAMES MORTON

CURTAILING LIBERTY OF
THOUGHT”

“Alphonsus,” in the Ave Maria, thus
answers the time-worn objection that
“wthe Church curtails liberty of
thought:”

The answer to an objection so often
made against the Church—that she
curtails liberty of thought, closes up
the search for truth, and stifles free dis-
cussion of religious questions,—is, of
your right and your freedom to hold, or
even to think, the opposite of that truth.
Take an example. No scientist thinks
his liberty of thought interfered with
because he has accepted the law of
gravitation. He has committed himself
torever to Nature's principle that a
stone will fall to the earth; he can not,
consistently with sanity, assert for him-
self the liberty to think that the stone
will fall up to the moon. Has he, then,
renounced the freedom to think for
himself? In regard to this particular
truth, he certainly has.

Again, he will not and can not deny
the truth of the heliocentric system, or
the possibility of navigating the air, or
the fact of the circulation of the  blood,
or of the rotundity of the earth, or the
trath of the proposition that any two
sides of a triangle are greater than the
third side. I say he is absolutely com-
pelled, willy-nilly, to admit these facts;
consistently with reason, he dare not,
think otherwise about them. Has he
then, given up his freedom to “think for
himself?” Again, I answer, 80 far as
these traths are concerned, most assur-
edly he has; and for the simple reason
that avery truth excludes its opposite,
and no sane man can hold two contradic-
tory beliefs at the same time.

But to recognize this is one thing,
and to say that in consequence the
scientist has paralyzed his judgment,
and forfeited or bartered away his God-
given faculty of thinking for himself on
other things, is surely something quite
different. Who would be so silly as to
draw such a conclusion? No one, I
venture to think. Yet it is precisely
this silly conclusion that Protestants
draw when they acouse Oatholics of
“giving up their freedom of judging for
themselves’ because they are obliged to
accept certain truths that God has re-
vealed. Catholios believe the Catholic
Faith because it is the Faith, no more
and no less, once delivered by the Eter-
nal Son of Gon. Andthey certainly have
no wish-and no right and no freedom to
criticize it, or believe anything opposed
to or different from it. But sarely in
this there is no sacrifice of liberty ex-
cept in the sense I have already ex-
plaiced; rather is it the attainment of
true freedom, *You shall know the
trath,” said Oar Blessed Lord, “and the
truth shall make you free.”

Let us remember that our Saviour
lived on earth for every ome of us, and
that He still continues His most holy
life in the humble little lives of us all.

N

CATHOLIC NOTES ~

“In Westminster slone,” says s lead-
ing Knglish Catholic paper, “gsomething
like 1,200 conversions of non- Catholics to
Catholicity are recorded every year.”

Archbishop Bonzano, who was recent-
ly appointed Apostolic Delegate to the
United States, will reach Washington
about May 1.

Announcement has been made that the
women of the Cathedral parish of Toledo,
Ohfo, have decided to absudon the large
hat and substitute the graceful Spanish
mantilla while attending church ser-
vices hereafter.

The number of Catholie churches in
Washington, D. C., has been increased
to twenty-five by the addition of the
latest edifice near “Red Top,” once the
country home of President and Mrs.
Cleveland.

Admiral Aubry, commander in chief
of the naval forces of Italy, died after a
brief illness two weeks ago. He re-
ceived the last sacraments. His body
received a public funeral, the King of
Italy walking behind the coffin through
the streets.

William Steteon Merrill, himself a
Catholie, and an official of the Chicago
public library, writing on religion from
the librarian's point of view, declares
that no writer will lose in the end by
permitting the fact to be known that he
is a Catholie.

Three hundréd and seventy years ago,
seventy-eight years before the Pilgrim
Fathers landed at Plymouth R-ck,
Kansas gave to the Christian Church
its first-martyr in what is now the Uni-
ted States., The martyr was a Francis-
can priest named Fra Juan de Padills,
who was slain by Indians.

Rev. Henry A. Gabriel, 8. J., of Santa
Olara college, California, recently
opened a Catholic information bureau,
the object being to work for the progress
of Christian unity by induecing non-
Catholics to seek first hand information
about the teachings, practice, ritual and
history of the Catholie Church in all its
details.

Rev. Frederick L. Odenbach, 8. J.,
director of the meteorological and seis-
mological observatory of St. Ignatius
college, Cincinnati, is now at work on
an apparatus for the audible recording
of natural vibrations. This will mean
that sometime in the future we may have
a telephone which will record and in-
dividualize every sound in the universe.

A pontifical brief sent recently by the
Pope to Cardinal Amette of Paris, very
heartily commends the project of a con-
vention to be held in Paris of all the
Catechistic Works of France ; the said
brief greatly extolls the fact that 40,000
Catholic ladies are enrolled in that
country to teach Catholic doctrine to
the children and concludes by sending
the Apostolic Bleseing to the members,
to the children and of his Eminence.

Father Don Riva of Turin, who was
serving his sentence for an infamous
crime has been released. Filomena
Ranco and Guissepina Bavassi, his
accusers, have admitted that they were
constrained into swearing falsely by the
Director of Public Safety. And in Ig-
noray, France, the Abbe Laroux has
been acquitted of murder. The real
murderer fell at the priest's feet in the
court room and begged forgiveness for
having charged the crime to him.

Fredric L. Griggs, the well-known
Foglish artist, has been received into
the Church at St. Catherine’s Chipping
Campden, Eogland. Mr. Grigge work
with pen and pencil always sympatheti-
cally adequate to the presentment of the

lesiastical masterpi in architect-
ure, as well as to the humbler shrines of
Oatholic England, is well known by his
many and admirable rankings in the
“Highways and Byways" series. Indeed,
his work lends distinction to many a
drawing in the architectural room of the
Royal Academy, and his watercolors are
likely soon to widen the cirele of his
admirers.

Pope Pius X’s passion for music is
well ¥hown. It is he who has encour-
aged Dom Perosi, the priest-composer,
to go forward with his work and through
his personal attention the music of the
church has been modified and improved.
Recently a new school of sacred music
has been formed, with headquarters in
Rome, but extending to the United
States. It is under the direction of the
Society of St. Cecila, Cardinal Ram-
polla is the patron of this new society,
and not long since the Pope sent to him
a brief letter in Latin expressing his
satisfaction at the splendid success
already attained by the new organiza-
tion.

The Rev. John W. Keyes, pastor of
St. James Churehb, Kansas City, Mo, put
the Christmas offering of his congrega-
tion to good use, during the late severe
cold spell, and at the same time estab-
lished a little loan welfare agency of his
own. Thinking there might be distress
among his people which could not be
reached by other means, he announced
at the Sunday services, that he still had
the Christmas collection intact, and if
any members of the congregations stood
in need of a little money to tide them
over the cold weather, he would be glad
to advance it for thirty or sixty days
without interest. Many availed them-
selves of the offer.

Some time ago Mr. William Archer,
the self-constituted defender of the
Spanish anarchist, Francisco Ferrer,
wrote to the London Daily Chronicle
that he had learned from a Belgian
paper that the Supreme Court of Madrid
had practically reversed the judgment
of the Barcelona Council of War and de-
olared the innocence of Ferrer and
ordered that his conflscated property be
restored to his heirs. This would be
good news to the friends of the Spanish
anarchist and would serve to show that
his character had been maligned by his
enemies were it not that it is devoid of
u;ly foundation in fact.—Church Balle-
tin.




