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Biri-op Lacey, of Middle?borough, 
gng in hi» Lenun Pastoral, »W»_ 
^ all the signs of decaying faith, 
°e „ more alarming at the pro- 
It day than the pernicious views of 
^ly pmvmling respecting the an- 
è^eît of Christian mamage Llc- 

as they do amidst surroundings 
r,h1=h ayi=w standard of morality 
'oils Catholics are exposed to 
the danger of assimilating the par
ous errors which permeate the at- 

they daily and hourly 
breathe Now we know too well 

m ol the common views prevailing 
outside the Catholic Church on this 
subject. Marriage let regarded as a 
merely natural contract, and is treat
ed as a very ordinary matter of busi- 
neflci Not unfrefcuently it is treated 
- a „ot very serious business, and 

is looked upon more as a temporary 
arrangement to last just so long as 
nuits the convenience t* whim of one 
or other of the parties. It is true 
the civil law recognizes the nuptial 
contract, but docs it not also admit 
divorce ? And does it not sanction 
the remarriage, if such it may be 
called, of divorced parties 7 

At best marriage Is not recognized 
as a Sacrament, though some kind of 
religious sanction be attached to the 
ceremony. If we seek the cause of 
these confused ideals and low estim
ate of the wedded state, it is to Le 
found in the action of the so-called 
Reformers, who denied the sacramen- 
tal character of marriage and sanc
tioned the principle of bigamous 
unions. Next came the law of di
vorce, the prolific parent of a multi
tude of evils, wrecking the happiness 
of countless homes and spreading 
abroad sin and misery. That which 
differentiates the Church's conception 
of marriage from that of the outer 
world is this, that matrimony is a 
sacrament of the New Law. This is 
a great sacrament," says the Apos
tle, "but I speak in Christ and in 
the Church" (Eph. v., 32.)

• • •

Our Lord and Lawgiver in the ful
ness of His power restoned it to its 
primitive unity, and with this end In 
view He sanctified the nuptial con
tract by raising it to the •sacramen
tal order. Hence it is the teaching 
of the Catholic Church that between 
baptised persons the natural contract 
of marriage becomes ipso facto a 
sacrament of the Law of Grace, and 
moreover, there can be no matrimo
nial contract between them, which 
is not at the same time sacramental 
in its character. Thus our Divine 
Lawgiver attached His grace to the 
nuptial union, sanctified it and en- 
obled it, placing it high in the su
pernatural order, and making it a 
perpetual sign of His unbroken 
union with His Spouse tha Church. 
This He did in order to sanctify so
ciety in its very source, hallowing 
human love with heaVenly blessings 
for a divine purpose.

This sacred rite is one of the sa
craments of the living, as theologians 
term it, that is, it is an essential of 
its worthy reception that the soul 
be in a state of grace, and conse
quently free from all mortal sin. 
Due preparation therefore should be 
made by every Catholic worthy of 
the name for its fruitful reception. It 
is the Church's Wish that as far os 
circumstances permit the nuptial rite 
should be sanctioned by a nuptial 
Mass, at which the parties, having 
previously confessed, should receive 
Holy Communion. Those who in 
this way enter on their married life 
in the fear of God, and with an up
right intention, receive in unstinted 
measure the graces of their new state 
and along with the Church's benedic
tion they ensure for themselves God's 
unfailing protection, which, like a 
shield, will cover them during the 
brief day of their earthly pilgrimage. 
It is indeed painful to contemplate 
the reverse of this picture, and 
would to God it were less frequently 
forced upon our notice.

What a lamentable sight to see the 
Catholic young man and tha Catholic 
young woman, childnen of Catholic 
Parents, sanctified in the waters of 
aptism and carefully brought up 

ln the Catholic. Jalth, so far forget 
themselves as to think of presenting 
themselves for marriage, not, before 
the altar of Ood, or His mini 
l>ut before the civil registrar I

Irony
could for a moment suppose that 
these parties retained one particle of 
Catholic faith, to see them thus cal
lously profane a sacrament of God's 
Church and recklessly incur the guilt 
ot sacrilege ? Needless to say they 
have made no preparation for this 
sacrament of the living. They have 
treated it as a profane thirg. They 
have shut out from God their mar
riage, and we know that over such 
the devil hath power (To. vi., 17.)

But perhaps the parties Detake 
thémselves, not to the registrar's of
fice, but to some non-Catholic church 
or chapel to go through a form of 
marriage.

According to Catholic teaching this 
case is even worse than the former, 
inasmuch as they incur the addition
al guilt of implied heresy by receiv
ing a sacrament of the Church, as it 
were, at the hands of an heretical 
minister, and thereby incur also the 
censures of the Church. This surely 
is a serious aggravation of the evil. 
Nevertheless, whether the parties con
tract a merely civil union, or whether 
they go before some non-Catholic mi
nister to utter the marriage vows 
provided they are validly baptised 
and no diriment impediment between 
them exists, they, in spite of them
selves, receive there and then, amidst 
unholy surroundings, a sacrament of 
God's Church. A sacrament is no 
less a sacrament by being trodden 
under foot. If, as is often the case, 
a diriment impediment exists, the 
marriage is ipso facto null and void, 
even though it may happen to be ci- 
vally valid. It is, however, no less 
a sacriligious act on that account.

Mixed marriages, as they are call
ed—that is. marriages in which one 
of the parties is a non-Catholic (but 
baptised), arc not infrequently con
tracted in one or other of the above- 
named ways, and, of course, without 
the necessary dispensation of the 
ChuVch. It is needless to say that 
such an infringement of the Church's 
law constitutes a most grievous sin.

Not infrequently, too, it happens in 
these apparently mixed marriages 
that the non-Catholic party is not 
baptized, in which case the marriage, 
though legal, is canonically null and 
void until a dispensation has been 
procured from the Church.

Thus much sin and misery, and 
manifold complications follow on 
the first false and fatal step of con
tracting marriage after the manner 
of unbelievers. We will not stay to 
enumerate the disastrous effects ol 
such unions on the unhappy offspring. 
Their sad lot is much to be deplored, 
for they too often enter into an in
heritance of woe. They are allowed 
to grow 'bp In Ignorance and fre
quently in depravity, and in all pro
bability ge to swell that vast multi
tude of human souls who, alas! have 
not God in their knowledge. Thank 
God ! it is hardly necessary to 
mention the word "divorce." How
ever disedifying and otherwise depra
ved may be the conduct of not a few 
of the Church's members, their Ca
tholic instinct revolts against di
vorce,, which they know full well can 
not dissolve the nuptial bond. They 
realize the Church's teaching on the 
unity and indissolubility of marriage 
For them the words of truth suffice, 
"What God hath joined together let 
no man put asunder." (Matt, xix., 
6.)

We have deemed it well to address 
you these few pastoral words on 
this subject, which is one of the 
gravest import, affecting, as it does, 
the well-being of society in its source. 
It is a subject on which oft.repeated 
instruction is very much needed, in 
order to counteract the false and 
pernicious views so widely spread. 
We trust the pastors of souls will 
supplement our words, and from time 
to time enter more into detail, em
phasizing with much insistence the 
sacramental character of marriage, 
the holiness of that state of life, and 
the vital importance of careful pre
paration for its reception by ap
proaching the Sacraments ofPenance 
and Holy Eucharist. y

May our Divine Lord grant us, 
through the all-powerful intercession 
of the Immaculate Virgin, whose suc
cour is unfailing, because perpetual, 
amidst all the seductions of a cor
rupt world, to hold fast the faith 
which in His great mercy He hàs 
gratuitously given us, and to guard 
it as a pearl of great price, more 

jcious by far than all the treasures 
the world.

tlTElCOI . recently. The vlaltors

Providence Bow ' 
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We take the following report of ad
dresses delivered on the occasion. 
They are well worthy of a careful 
perusal as they may remind us in 
this country, in the midst of the 
hurry and bustle of the age, of duties 
devolving upon us, not alone in re
gard to the homeless and afflicted, 
but also towards those noble souls 
whose lives of sacrifice and probity, 
generosity of spirit made it possi
ble to afford shelter and consolation 
to thousands of human beings when 
the dank .clouds of despair were en
circling them.

His Grace the Archbishop, «in open
ing the proceedings, said it was with 
very great pleasure that he found 
himself able to be present that after
noon on the occasion of the comme
moration of the foundation of this 
great work, \o be present on an 
occasion which was honored by the 
presence, to participate in that com
memoration, of the Right Hon. the 
Lord Mayor of London. They were 
commemorating the memory of one 
who accomplished a great work in
deed. Many pass from thein work 
in London having accomplished much 
good. The clergy, having done their 
work, pass away, and because their 
work was confined to certain things 
alone there was little perhaps why 
their memory should live after them, 
•xcept in the grateful hearts of those 
to whom they had administered. 
There were, however, some who were 
able to devote some attention to 
work outside their particular sphere 
of latbor. Pre-eminently amongst such 
was Dr, Gilbert. More than forty 
years ago he began the work of this 
Refuge in a small and humble» way. 
That work had steadily grown until 
it had attained proportions which 
were witnessed that day, and he was 
sure that those who were carrying 
on the work would not rest satisfied 
with what had been accomplished, 
but look forward to do still greater 
things in the future.

They were gathered together to 
honor the memory of the fournie* and 
to pledge themselves to do all in 
their power to encourage the work in 
future, and to show that they con
sidered that the claims of the poor 
were ever increasing our charity and 
consideration for them woulrr go on 
increasing in a like measure.

Lord Edmund Talbot, M.P., remin
ded those present that those who 
were sheltered in the home were re
ceived absolutely without any refer
ence to their religious creed. The 
greatest care was taken to discrimi
nate between deserving cases and 
those less deserving. As a pnoof 
of this His Lordship pointed out 
that the Home was opened every 
night at five o'clock, because experi
ence had taught the management 
that the less deserving were only too 
glad to remain out in the streets, 
while those deserving assistance were 
only too glad to take advantage of 
shelter of this kind.

Mr. Justice Walton, in proposing a 
vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor 
for his attendance, mentioned that 
last year 6O1OOO free nights' lodgings 
and ove!r 100,000 free meals were 
given in the Refuge during that pe
riod. Such a necord they had every 
reason to be proud of. He had the 
greatest respect and indeed all were 
under enormous obligations to those 
men who devoted so much time and 
thought to work amongst the poor; 
but theories on this subject did not 
appeal to him very much. The se
cret of helping the poor and des
titute was found out nearly 3000 
years ago, and it was a theory sim
ple in itself. The solutions was dis
covered something like 2000 years 
ago in the teachings of Christian 
charity. One example was to be 
met with in that Home. The speaker 
concluded by asking all present to 
do their utmost to develop the work 
of the institution.

The Lord Mayor, In reply, assured 
the meeting that it had given him 
the greatest pleasure to take part in 
the proceedings that day. He had 
observed the wretened poverty which 
existed as he had driven through the 
crowded streets to attend that meet
ing. Day by day it was his duty 
to sit in a police court, and it was* 
simply heart-rending to see poor 
wretched men and women charged 
with some offence mainly perhaps 
through not having a helping hand 
given them in time. The Crispin 
Streat Refuge was very good, but it 
was necessary to take these * poor 
wretched people from the beginning 
in order to affect some good. His 
Lordship desired to express the opi
nion that such an institution might 
be greatly extended. * He was very 
glad to be able to take part in a 
ceremony connected with a home 
which had its foundation in such & 
noble work.

At the conclusion of the meeting 
the visitors made an inspection of the 
Home, and were heartily cheered by 
the inmates.

A NEW PASTOR.

many 
1 Uniw-

sity of this city, has been named by 
Archbishop Bruchessi to the pastor
ate of the parish of St. Louis do 
Franco, rendered vacant by the ap
pointment of Rev. Mr. Larcque as 
visitor of the Catholic schools of 
Montreal.

NOTES FROM QUEBEC,
(By Oqr Own Correspondit)

COMING SOCIAL—Tara Hall has 
been leased by the Ladi«a’ Auxiliary, 
A.O.H., for Easter Monday, on/which 
date that young, energetic and Nour
ishing organization intends holding a 
progressive euchre and social. They 
have already given a number of these 
social functions, each being more suc
cessful and enjoyable than the pre
ceding one. Under the presidency of 
Miss Katie Murphy, the Auxiliary 
has made rapid progress, an instance 
of which was witnessed at its lust 
meeting, when six members went; ini
tiated and several more balloted for. 
Miss Murphy is ably assisted by the 
other officers, whose ambition seems 
to be to have the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
in Quebec second to none in the Pro
vince, and if they continue the work 
they are now doing it will not be 
long till this will be an accomplished 
fact.

ANNUAL RETREAT—The annual 
retreat for the married men of the 
various societies connected-with the 
Jesuit Church in this city came to a 
close on Sunday last. The preacher 
was Rev. Father Turgeon, of St. 
Mary s College, Montreal. Every 
morning and evening the pretty little 
Church was literally packed with 
men attending the exorcises of the 
retreat. On Sunday, the 20th inst., 
a retreat will commence in the same 
church for unmarried men, and will 
continue until Palm Sunday.

THE MISSION AT ST. PATRICK S 
—The men’s mission at St. Patrick’s 
Church commenced on Friday even
ing. As anticipated, it was well 
attended, the sacred edifice being fill
ed at all the exercises. The evening 
services are attended bv a great many 
non-Catholics, who appear to take a 
pnofound interest in the sermons, and 
it would surprise no one if there were 
a number of converts in the near 
future. On Sunday afternoon Hoy. 
Father Sterne delivered a special dis
course to married men. For an 
hour and forty minutes he held * his 
listeners spellbound, during which 
time he pointed out in no uncertain 
way the duties of husbands and fa
thers of families. The cause of 
much unhappiness in the family ciicle 
was touchingly dwelt upon and the 
remedies to be applied to bring about 
a change were outlined in a manner 
which made a profound impression 
upon all present. About nine o'clock 
each evening the large bell is tolled, 
while prayers are being recited for 
the conversion of sinners, reminding 
those at homo to also pray for the 
same intention.

OBITUARY—There passed away 
last week another of Quebec’s old re
sidents in the person of Mrs. W. B. 
Vallean (nee Georgina Domey) relict 
of the late W. B. Vallean, in his life 
time merchant tailor. Deceased had 
attained the good old age of 80 
years, and leaves a family of several 
children to mourn her loss, one of 
whom being Mrs. H. J. W. Carbray, 
of Montreal. The funeral service 
took place in the chapel of the Hotel 
Dieu, the celebrant of the Requiem 
Mass being Rev. Father Delargy, C. 
SS.R., assisted by deacon and sub
deacon. The remains were interred 
in St. Patrick's Cemetery.

RETURNED HOME.—Mgr. Tetu, 
who has been spending some time in 
the South, has returned home, look
ing remarkably well.

ST. JEAN BAPTISTE CHURCH— 
The Jesuit Fathers commenced a 
week's mission for the female por
tion of St. Jean Baptiste’s parish, 
this city, on the 6th instant. On the 
12tb a mission fon the man of the 
same parish will begin.

AN INNOVATION.— In addition to 
the entertainment to be given on St. 
Patrick's night, under the auspices of 
St. Patrick’s Literary Institute, it 
is announced that • a concert will be 
given in the Y.M.C.A. Hall (presum
ably by the Irish Protestants), at 
which it is said a choice prognamme 
of Irish songs and music will be ren
dered. This is something new in this 
city.

THREATENED STRIKE — The. 
painters of this city have made a 
demand for an increase of wages, to 
take effect April 1st. Should the em
ployers fail to comply with the de- 

• the men threaten to go - 
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The old principle still holds true 
that business is obtained by friend
ship or favor. One of Chicago's 
most brilliant lawyers asserted a 
few days ago that any average law
yer had ability enough to handle 
nine-tneths of the cases tried in any 
court, and the reason sonic men stain
ed at the law and soma grow rich 
was Simply because some did not 
know how to make friends and the 
successful ones did. He maintained 
that there were few cases tjiat in
quired unusual ability, and that, al
most any lawyer knew law enough 
to handle any of the others if he 
could only get a chance at them, lie 
said he could prove by many exam
ples that the key to unusual success 
in the law was not great ability as a 
lawyer but preeminent ability in the 
art of makiitg and keeping friends.

As it is in the law, so it is in 
every other profession and business. 
Is it the string of letters after a 
doctor’s name, indicating scholarship, 
or the reputation nmrmg his col
leagues for line work in the hospitals 
or lecture room that insures his suc
cess from ai business standpoint ? Not 
at all. But if he has a pretty wit, 
that will help him. If his table talk 
is, sparkling so that he is in demand 
as a dinner guest; If he can lead a 
cotillon with grace and distinction, 
he is sure to succeed if he has just 
good average ability as a physician. 
The young physician who lacks so
cial graces often,• if he is long-headed, 
selects a poor city district crowded 
with a foreign population. He knows 
that here he must often give his sr- 
viccs, that he must work hard, L^t 
here he knows he can make friends, 
and a host of friends he must have, 
all the more of them if they are poor 
and humble. When he has woo n 
reputation and built up a practice 
here, then he will open an office in a 
pleasanter neighborhood. This (fr- 
liLerate scheming to gain friends 
and adherents shows cold business 
sense on the docton’s part, and is 
based on the old belief that business 
is obtained through friendship.

Many business men join certain <x- 
pensive clubs for no other reason 
than to have a place to entertain 
handsomely men from whom they ex
pect to get business. Nearly all men 
who have out of town customers 
whom they have a good excuse fui
ent ertaining do thw. Others whine 
business is more narrowly restricted 
consider their club privileges n part 
of thqir business capital, for to en
tertain a man at one’s club seems 
much less crudely, obvious than to 
entertain him at some public place. 
Some men go further and do not he
sitate to use their social or family 
position to further their business in
terests. In the social world a single 
introduction is sometimes the favor 
with which business is bought.

But this "showing a man a good 
time" as a means o»f gaining his fa
vor is less practiced than it used to 
be. Once you | frankly treated a man 
to cigars and set up the drinks if 
you could get the opportunity in or
der to create the necessany atmos
phere of good fellowship before as!* 
ing him for business. If you could 
make the opportunity you took him 
to the theatre, entertained 
him with your raciest stories, and if 
you dared you ventured on a sly bit 
of flattery. But the tone of the com
mercial world has been raised several 
degrees pretty much all over the 
country in the last few years, and 
men in the same line of business as 
those who accepted your drinks and 
cigars ten years ago, to-day would 
be insulted if you offered them such a 
sop in order to gain business. The 
standard of education and the gene
ral social tone of the commercial 
would have been so raised • you have 
to know a business acquaintance a 
loi*g time before you ask him out to 
dinner.

Has, then, the old method of gnin- 
ing^business through friendship fallen 
into disuse ? Not a bit of it. It is

as much in force as ever it was—even 
more since competition grows fiercer 
and fiercer—only to-day the means of 
gaining patronage through favor are 
more subtle and require more deli
cate handling. To-day you must of
fer the t business mail something he 
cannot always buy; if you won Id 
pleast» him give ideas that he can 
use in his business.

Mr. U. W. Perkins, of J. P. Mor
gan & Co., says that a valuable 
idea for his business is worth at 
least $10,000. It is not every one 
that by minding somebody elsc's 
business can hand out an idea worth 
$10,000; still it often happens that 
an outsider may, from his point of 
view, make a suggestion that is val
uable to the man who has concen
trated his attention upon that busi
ness for years. And the wideawake 
business man of to-day is willing to 
take suggestions from any source; lie 
recognizes the fact that the most 
valuable» thing you can offer him is 
an idea that he can use to the im
provement of his business. It makes 
no difference to him that the offering 
of any suggestion is a criticism, he 
is glad to learn by courteously of
fered criticism from any one. (

Men who get business by direct so
licitation as well as many others 
make use of this belief that an idea 
pertinent to n man’s business is the 
most valuable thing you can offer 
him in increasing their own business. 
Such men deliberately study up on 
the other man's business. They try 
to got his point of view, to soo what 
he is aiming at, his means for secur
ing that aim, and the degree of suc
cess or failure. They think up sug
gestions for that man if they can, 
for the purpose» of getting his busi
ness. For they realize that if they 
can give a man the least suggestion 
that will help him in his business 
they have attracted that man’s favor
able attention to whatever they wish 
to say to him on their own account. 
They have not only attracted his 
interested attention but they have 
earned his lasting gratitude and spe
cial confidence.

For instance, the man who wants 
the contract to do the interior deco- 
rating of a big department building 
studies up on the building from more 
points of vit»w than his own. If the 
building is under way before the con
tract for the decoration is let, he 
looks over the foundations, walls, 
materials on hand, etc., and if he 
finds out that the owner is paying 
too much for his materials on if lie 
is not getting the materials he is 
paying for he makes use of those 
facts in his first interview. If he 
makes a practical suggestion that the 
owner can use, tbpt decorator hàs 
the ,nside track. The owner will 
listen to him with special attention 
and confidence.

The tnaveiling salesman who in
tends to talk» the merits of a certain 
style of show to the owner of a de
partment store in a small town or 
city looks over the store, and in pnr- 
ticulan the shoe department, before 
approaching the proprietor. if the 
salesman comes from any metropoli
tan city perhaps he can suggest a 
novel and effective window display, 
or something striking in the way of 
an advertisement, or perhaps he has 
special knowledge of a time and
money saving system of running a 
department store—some practical idea 
he tries to bring the merchant so as 
to gain his special attention.

Of course, it takes tact to tell an
other man how to run his own busi
ness, and here and there a man who 
would resent suggestions from the 
wisest person on earth gets on his 
dignity and returns nothing but sar
casm to the venturesome "suggests 
er." But as a rule the more worth 
getting a man is as a customer the 
more wideawake he is to all Ideas 
that are courteously and tactfully 
suggested, and the more grateful he 
is for any idea that he can act upon. 
Thus the old idea still holds that., to 
a great extent, business is obtained 
through special favor and friendship. 
—John A. Howland in the Chicago 
Tribune.

Of ST, FRANCIS
The devotion o( the thirteen Tues

days in honor of St. Anthony ol 
Padua, will be held every Tuesday, 
at 7.80 p.m., beginning Tuesday, the 
15th March, in the upper chapel of 
the Franciscan Church, No. 1222 
Dorchester street. These devotion» 
are pneperatory to the annual pil
grimage to 8t. Anne de Beaupre,
x'M v. • ■ :

leaving here on the 11th of June 
and returning with the closing de
votion on the 13th June, the feast of 
St. Anthony.

X

BISHOP DURIER DEAD.

The Right Rev. Anthony Durier, 
Bishop of Natchitoches, Louisiana, 
died last week. He was 72 years old 
and had been Bishop of Natchitoches 
since March, 1885. For the past! two 
years he has beer, suffering from | 
aly»i».—R.I.P.


