anands  with only the greater em-

«century has witnessed the greater

-adorable Heart, that we are invited

doved brethren, have each in turn,
“deserving of all praise, taken part

saimed at sanctifying the close of the
wcentury, and thercby uniting you

waffordod us great joy. At the close

most every church, or by the way-
$ides, have been erected crosses or

formal manner, and in accord with

earth, giving themselves to the

serve Him.

" done, the celebration of Holy Mass,

Consecration to the Sacred
Sanctification of Labor.
Day Greetings,

ASTORAL LETTER

Of His Lordship the Bishop of Valleyfield.

Ry S EER RS R R A

New Year's

J()Slﬁl‘“a\ll'll)\l{%) EMARD, by the| the father
Grace of God and the favor of

the Holy See, Bishop of Valley-
field.

T'o the clergy, secular and regular,
to the religious communities and
to all the faithful of our diocese,
health, peace and benediction in
QOur Lord Jesus Christ.

1
Our dearly beloved brethren,— We
mpproach the end of one century, and
wa find ourselves at the dawn of
another. That transition, from one

century to another, has ever been |
¥ |

marked by exceptional events,
amongst which the Church, by spe-
cial prescriptions, seeks to revive

the spirit of faith in our souls and |

that of piety in our hearts Hence
is the crowning year of a century
etyled ‘““Holy." Faithful to these
traditions, l.co XNIIL. wished that
the nineteen hundredth year should
be specially consecrated through a
jubilee of prayers and of spiritual
graces. During those twelve months,
at the invitation of the Sovereign
Pontiff, vast numbers of the faithful
were to be seen flocking to Rome,
whilst all over the world were to
b: witnessed pious cercmonials des-
tined to consecrate the last hours
of the expiring century to Our Re-
deemer, Jesus Christ. In fact, it is
t> the feet of Jesus Christ that the
Church through the - voice of the
Pope summons all her children. To
Him does she wish to render solemn
and public homage—an homage that
at once includes adoration, love,
thanksgiving and reparation.

Jesus Christ, the Divine Word,
made man to save us, our God, our
Saviour, our Master; He, from whom
we receive all that we posse$s and
to whom we owe everything; Jesls
Christ. our King, having acquired
the right to reign over all souls and
society in its entirety, Jesus Christ,
our model and our strength ; Jesus
Christ, the sole salvation of the hu-
man race; Jesus Christ, to whom all
honor and all glory are due; He it
is that the Church wishes to be be-
hold absorbing our every thought,
animating our every sentiment, and
gathering together, in one impetus
of faith and of love, all Christians’
souls, during this solemn time of
transition from century to century.
“This she desires, and this she de-

phasis, inasmuch as the vanishing

fallings-off, the more bitter strug-
gles, the more guilty betrayals It
is, therefore, a consecration, which
at the same time is an honorable re-
Paration, to Jesus Christ and His

to make, and throughout the world
the truly faithful will consider it a
duty and a privilege to respond to
that appeal. You also, dearly be-

throughout the year, with an ardor

in solemn exercises of piety, that

more {ntimately with Jdesus Christ,
the Redeemer. In each of our par-
ishes Have been held missions and
retreats, that were followed by
everyone, and the results of which

of these grand ceremonies, in al-

statues, destined to perpetuate the
memory and the effects of your con-
secration to Jesus Christ. And even
that consecration was, on two dif-
ferent occasions, pronounced in a

the formula given by the Sovereign
Pontil himself, and by means of
‘which, on the same day, and in
th: same words, all the faithful on

Sacred Heart of Jesus, making pro-
fession of their faith in Jesus Christ,
recognize  Him as their sovereign
Tord, and promise to love Him with
all their strength and to faithfully

The Pope, His august vicar, desires
that this homage to Jesus Christ,
the lecmer, be continued through-
out first year of the new cen-
tury. He oven wishes that the first
hours of the century be employed in
prayer and given to Jesus Christ.
¥n consequence ' whereof, while over-

dooking the ordinary regulations, |

e authorizes, for all the churches
wherein the thing can possibly be

_‘With the exposition of the Blessed
Sa » to be ¢ d exactly
a4t the hour which opens the cen-
tury. oF ;
_In response to the Holy Father's
desire, we will celebrate, in person,
Holy , in’ our cathedral, on the
first of Jamuary, 1901, at midnight

children, and the children shall have
tion towards their parents, all shall

Family, and there consecrate
selves, together, to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus, by reading aloud the
mula dictated by the Holy
and which, for that

there be anything
ducive to union and happiness in the

to behold the year and
century inaugurated by thus giv-

sincerity of your Christian souls,
with all those dear to you,
Your own firesides!

conseeration of yourselves to
| the Sacred Heart of Jesus,

more than a mere passing act, or one

more pious, more holy

of your worthy
desire to here add a few words about

tifying your days,
entire fruits of the sometimes
and very heavy tasks that you
obliged to accomplish

noble and highest

from His eternal repose
the world. The universe is the work
of His hands, and the
pages of Holy Scripture detail to us
the story of the Divine work
A\lmighty imparts, to each
creatures of chaos,
ossures to each
cord with special laws, of which He
is the author, which He sets in mo-
tion Himself, and which govern
ture in its entirety.

His. work, and to all sections
thereof, God has willed
an essential condition of life.

an existence and

myriads of angels, whose duties con-
si1st in praising and glorifying Him
On ecarth, each animal must, by en-
ergetic and contant labor, find

substances which
Divine Creator and Preserver of
has reserved for it
nature, which is

ceaselessly changes itself under
influence of a Divine Power.

Was man exempt from that law of
labor so deeply imprinted upon
nature? By no means; for we see that

placed in a garden which he was to
cultivate and keep, being obliged by
means of his labor to secure for him-
own subsistence,

was given for the enjoyment
lifc here below, should be accompan-
ed by a perpetual hymn of
and love which all the facultics
his soul should combine to waft to-

Lven before his fall, and when
the state of original innocence, rais-
¢d to a condition of grace, man had
to labor, and that obligation, which
he could then fulfil without
only tended to raise him still high-
er, and to draw him closer to
Cieator and Master. But that labor,
which merely comsisted in the
lar and delicious exercise of his fa-
culties and of his senses, was
empt from fatigue, was in no wise
painful, nor repugnant; it was part
and parcel of his happiness, and the
natural law of labor blended with
the natural law of love.

Christian must exclude from his la-
bor any criminal motive; it was not
in order that he might find means
{o satisfy his passions, nor to gra~
Lify his sensuality, his pride, or his
avarice, that God condemned man to
labor, and they are greatly mistak-
en who imagine that they fulfil the
law of labor, and even do more than
what it requires by a feverish activ-
ity that truly never relaxes, but
which, all the same, merely aims at
a selfish hoaping up of riches, a
scouring of sensual pleasures, or of
social prominence. 2

thing; ot only had it as a result
the spiritual death of Adam and of
all his descendants, mot onmly did it
wipe out the perfections with which
God had adorned their souls, but
further it changed into a law of ex-
piation and of penance that law of la-
bor which God had at first givenman
as an enjoyment. “The earth
be acursed on account of what you
have done; and you will draw there-
fiom what will nourish you only by
great labor...........you will eat your
bread by the sweat of your brow..."’
(Gen., 1I1. 17-18.)

Henceforth labor shall be hard as
well as inevitable, it will be repug-
nant to the members of the
that . previously found enjoyment
longer will it be amidst

obedience to God, then in order to
obtain pardon for his sins, and to the
better defend himself against his own’
passions, and finally. for the purpose
ot saving his soul. This last is the
grand object that should predomin-
ate over all others. He should like-
wise seek to obtain by his labor
that of which he and those depend-
ant on him are in daily need; that
vhich isnecessary to properly sustain
the life of the body, assure a reason-
able degree of comfort, and also pro-
vide for the future and to guarantee
himself and his own against all acci-
dents and the ills of every kind that
are the consequences of sin and,
therefore, permanent menaces for the
bappiness of his family. In a word,
v« should labor for the purpose of

without fatigue,
the fruits that Divine goodness rip-
ens for him; on the contrary, oblig-
ed in ‘the first place to protect him-
self against the elements, to defend

natural auxiliary, they should bes

combatted by means of a constant

and energetic, labor, which thus be-
comes an indispensable condition of

our salvation; so much so, that man
subjectéd, for the expiation of his
sins, to the hard duty of daily -
bor, to preserve his corporal exist-
ence and to secure the use of all the
things that a good God has made
for him, is 'also bound to accept and
to submit to that ordeal for the
benefit of his soul and with a view
to his eternal salvation. Labor is
not only a law of nature .and of
expiation, it is also one of satisfac-
tion.

It was in this special character of
expiation and penance that Jesus
Chris our Divine Redeemer, was
willing to accept, for Himself, the
burdensome duty of labor; He might

have exempted Himself therefrom; as
God, He was the absolute master of

all things; He could have surrounded
His humanity with all the neods and

delights of temporal life without |
taking up the heavy loads  that fall |

te the lot of men; He could have,
He, of royal race, son of David, been

born on a throne, in the bosom of |
opulence, have lived in wealth and
@n abundance of this world’s goods,
and as to labor, He could have se-
lccted that which refreshes instead
of fatigues, that recreates instead of |

v.hausts. But He did not so de-

fsm». Becoming  our brother, He
| W ished to live our. life; evén more |
| than that, it. was for the laborer,
the poor artisan, that He wished to
| become a special model and compan-
icn. He was known as ‘“‘the son of
a laborer’” and ‘‘a laborer’ Himself.'
(Math., 18, 55.)

He, therefore, has a right to invite

ug to seek in Him, amidst our fa-
tigues and trials, consolation and
rest: “All ye who labor and are op-
pressed, come to Me and I will re-
lieve you.” (Math., 186, 28,)

Labor then so noble in itself and

through the first law that ordained
it, having become indispensable to
fallen humanity that is forced to
struggle for its conservation and
well-being, being imposed upon sin-
ful man as a Penance and accepted
as such by the august victim who
consented to be Our Saviour, Jesus
Christ, is, therefore, for each of us
the normal and inevitable condition
of our existence.

Since the law of labor is inexor-

able and universal, it must be sub-
mitted to and accepted without mur-
mur, with courage and with joy, ac-
cording to the example which Jesus
Christ has given us, whi ]
Lo us that the gifts of a j
are alone agreeable to God,

recalling
yous heart

Thus does labor become a perpetu-

al homage to Almighty God, the in-

can ever become. the owner of that

master has a right to the work for
which he pays; the trader should de-
liver in full measure the object of
merchandize asked of him, and the
puvrchaser should faithfully pay the
price. The proptietor is bound to
furnish that for which his deed of
lease calls, and the tenant, on his
side. should never seek to avoid the
obligations which he has contracted.

the market, instead of making ase of
trickery or lies to deceive his cus-
tomer, should act honestly and
frankly, just as should be expected
| in the form of absolute sincerity on
the part of all who agree to place
| in common a portion of the products
for the purpose of some local indus-
try that is worked for the benefit
of all They alsoymust practice jus-
tice who are selected through the
confidence of their fellow-citizens to
exercise a public function, and they
should, in virtue of their mandate,
devote a portion of their time and
of their labor to the general welfare.
Justice must be practised towards
society and its various institutions,
a: well as towards individuals; and
there is no more right to defraud in
any, form an association than a
person. Remember also that ome is
@uilty of injustice not only in taking
possession of another’'s property, but
even in causing him, without suffi-
cient motive, or through a spirit of
vengeance, - any injury, great or
small, and-especially in imposing up-
or him useless costs, damages or in-
conveniences.

every injustice demands reparation;
eternal salvation is the price at
stake.

as well, represented for you by the
Church, of which you are members,
and by the pastors who look after
your spiritual interests. Give full
your share of contribution to the
maintenance of your religion dnd
the support of your priest. Herein,
as a rule, your conscience is the
only witness and judge of your con-
duct and you should act in good

strument of our happiness here below
and an effective means of gaining
heaven through a constant immola-
tion and by causing us to walk in
the footsteps of the One who or-
der to open the celestial gates for
us_ trod the pathways of labor and
suffering. But it does not suffice to
accept in a gencraus spirit the other-
wise inexorable law of labor ; it
must be made meritorious  for our
souls, sanctify.ng them in the objects
that they seek as well as in the acts
that they perform. Man is not a
mechanical being, or merely carried
by some imperative instinct towards
un object suitable to his nature: he
is a rational being who is guided by
his intelligence and judgment, which
should bring before his gaze each ac-
tion that he performs. Even more
than this, the Christian, who is ele-
vated to a supernatural level by that
grace which illumines, sustains and
attracts him, should, in all his ac-
tions, scek an end, which of itself,
or by the way in which it is consi-
dered, should reach beyond the lim-
its of time, rise high above all pure-
1y temporal interests, and make it~
self be felt even into eternity.

That is to say, in working every

No; man must work, firstly, in

and support his very exist
find himself forced to .clothe
self, to shelter and feed himself,
ord, to secure

8l ‘ying God, saving our ' own
souls, amd procuring for ourselves
here ‘below that degree of con R
ment, which is to be had at no other

cost. ’ ‘ 3

- But we can never attain that tri-
ple pnrpbs:h of our labor savé on th

faith, recalling that in the present
order of things it may be easy to
deceive men, but that God can never
be so deceived. In a word, very dear
brethren, whatever may be your
state in life, whatever may ‘be the
trade or profession that you follow,
ve it a private or public employment,
justice must be strictly adhered to,
because God has commanded it, and
because it alone can be the basis of
solid and lasting prosperity.

observed, vour labor is blessed by
God, who gives you the necessary
strength to accomplish it, and causes
the well-being of yourself and of
your family to flow therefrom, pro-
vided it is accompanied with a wise
and provident economy, dividing in
a judicious manner each day’s pro-
fits, without allowing aught to be
dissipated or lost.

ug this practice of economy, when
He commands His disciples to gather
up with care the remains of the
meal, that nothing might be lost.

in the ordinary circumstances that
surround the family, if each one were
to labor regularly and within the
limits of his capacity, and that all
agreed upon economy, mnot only
would there be sufficient for each day,
but even the future would be assur-
ed against all the sad accidents of
ilness or of death. For this purpose
it is ry that husband and
wife be of accord and lend each other
mutual assistance; that each be will-
ing to renounce anything that is not
needed for the reasomable comforts
and conveniences of life; that the
taother realize as much as possible
the image of the strong woman de-
scribed by the Holy Ghost; that she
make the fireside happy in order that
the other members of the family re-
main attached thereto, and feel no
need of sceking elséwhere, to the
greater injury of domestic thrift,
and costly amusements; that the chil-
dren be accustomed from their ten-
der years to recognize, in all given
them for their use, the fruits of pa-
ternal labors, for their education,
the period of life during which ﬁny‘
have scarcely any other means o
comforting their parents, save in the
'satisfaction due to their good con-
duct and progress. .

An excellent means _whereby
head of a family may practise Chris-
tian economy is to belong to some
one of the Oatholic and mutual bene-
fit societies, such as are established
in the majority of ishes. We can-
not encourage you Loo much, very
dear

must be avoided. ik
Justice, itself, has its original

sprine and its first basis in God, who

the eternal justice; God wills that

it should reign in this world, and so

much does he wish it that no person

which he has unjustly taken from

his ncighbor. And this applies to
every class and in every sphere
wherein the law of labor is accom-
plished; that is to say everywhere,
always, and regarding all = people,
“seck before all the kingdom of God,
and of His justice, and the rest will
be given you to overflowing.”’

(Luke, 10, 7.)
The laborer is worthy of his hire,”’
(Math., 6, 338,) said Our Lord, the

The farmer who brings produce to

And, you know, dear brethren, that

Then practise justice towards God,

Once the laws of justice are thus

Our Lord, in the Gospel, teaches

It may be stated without fear, that

the

thren, to become enrolled in
those associations, which,
under the auspic

ainst the assaults

d ﬂ::lﬂl likewise eflect
Keeping - their

8, per
fortunate faults the . result
which we have every day to deplore
f peace and umion to the.
household; with a reasonable degree
of comfort, it procurcs that moral’
well-being that is superior to every-
thing, and that springs from a  mu-
tual confidence and reciprocal affec-
tion, It assists us in keeping . the
Lord’s day in accord with the reli-
gious and peaceful character that be-
longs to it, making it preferable for
cach one to attend the holy offices of
the Church thun to

itorious and precious God’s sight.

In the second place, since labor is

~uvy for all of us, each one has the
right to the fruits of his labor, to
be preserved by him or made use of
according to his desires; therefore,
whatsoever is due to anyone must be
given to him, and in the enforcing of
the grand laws of labor all injustice

and costly excursions that are
injurious to our rest, our
and frequently to our very souls. It,
in fine, allows of a greater
being taken in God’s work in regard
to the poor, our brethren, and, with-
the slightest inconvenience,
of generous alms-deeds
for the benefit of the unfortunate —

source of benedictions upon the la-

Such are, very dear brethren,
few words of advice which the duty
of our pastoral charge
to give you in connection with
important subject of the sanctifica-
By religiously follow-
ing the same, you assure
souls the perpetual reign

consecrate vourselves, and you
erjoy. even here below, in observing
the rules of justice and in making a
Christian use of this world’s goods,
a real happiness, the prelude to that
happiness which,
ward, heaven reserves for you.

wishes for your happiness that
entertain for all of you at the New
May the peace of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, dwell constantly
you be happy in the

of all your duties; may you be bless-
in your work; may the
have God’s support
tasks; may the children prove grate-
affectionate towards
perents; may an atmosphere of piety
and Christian union reign in
home; may God grant to
temporal prosperity
and spiritual peace;
parishes remain in a state of perfect
charity uniting all hearts,
and religion exercising
may your pastors,
priests of the All-High, having
care of your souls’ welfare,
you ever that filial docility that is
a guarantee of the efficacy of
divine mission; a good, a happy, and
a holy New Year!
with all our paternal heart, as
in.plore for you, our very dear breth-
the benedictions of
through the intercession of His Holy
Mother, the August and

The present pastoral letter will be
read and published at the announce-
in all the churches and cha-
pels, wherein the Divine office is said,
and at chapter in all
communities—the first Sunday

Given at Valleyfield, in our episco-
pal palace, under our sign and seal,
and the countersign of our secrctary,
the 20th December, 1900.

JOSEPH-MEDARD,

Bishop of Valleyfield.

By order of Monseigneur

JOS. C. ALLARD, Priest.

NOTES FROM
AMERICAN CENTRES.

HAVANA., — Special
corresponrdence from Havana,
Bishop Sbarretti has won a decided
victory in the celebrated church pro-
perty contest in the diocese of Hav-
ana. The commission, consisting of
judges of the Supreme Court
appointed to decide the controversy,
have unanimously given it as their
) in a preliminary report,
that the Government of Spain ille-
gally seized church property in Cuba
and devoted it to public uses. The
commission also reported that
virtue of subsequent agreements the
title to this property was acknow-
be vested in the church,
and while the government wes to
continue to use certain {
property the church was_to be paid
an annual rental for the same. The
commigsion decides that jusiice de-
mands that this property now in the
possession of the Ouban Government
shall be restored to the church, and
that the church shall be compensated
for its use since January 1,

—

given serious

5 M’ t 4
Father ¥, J,
the archdiocese, an au
mwal. . ‘““There is absoll

ment that Archbishop Feehan

way lay down his office as head
t}lg:Romnn Catholic archdiocese
Chicago,” said Chancellor Barry

ticipation in the management of

Feehan."””

orially —

mest  likely avoid any radical

turb present! business conditions.
““Mr. Scallon is one of our own

character of the people and is in
sympathy with their needs and
hopes, but he enjoys eminently and
deservedly their fullest confidence and

Rutte in the early days and who,
without influence or friends, began
modestly the practice of the law.
He was soon known as the hardest
worker among the legal fraternity,

tinuous, until now he stands in the
very forefront of his profession, with
the respect of bench and bar, and
with a reputation as an honorable
man second to none in the state.
Success, however, has not changed
him in other ‘respects—to his friends
he is the same man he was twenty
years ago; by all he is recognized as
& man - worthy of absolute trust,
courteous, courageous, aggressive, a
friend to all deserving men, a foe to
imposition and fraud, a plain Am-

erican citizen, worthy of any respon-

sibility, capable of discharging any
trust. In speaking thus of Mr. Scal-

lon, the ‘“Inter-Mountain’’ but echoes

the opinions of the good people of

| Butte, and does so with pleasure,

for they are all rejoicing on their
own account because of Mr. Scal-

lon’s election,

e e
WHAT WBE BAT

Is intended to nourish and sustain
W8, but it must be digested and as-
similated before it can do his. Ia
other words, the nourishment con-
tained in food must be separated by
the digestive organs from the waste
materials and must be carried by the
blood to all parts of the body. We
believe the reason for the great bpne-
fit which so many people derive from
Hood’s Sarsaparilla lies in the fact
that this medicine gives good diges-
tion and makes pure. rich blood. It
restores the functions of those or-
igans which convert food into nour-
ishment that gives strength to nerves
and muscles. It also cures dyspepsia,
scrofula, salt rheum, boils, sores,
pimples and eruptions, catarrh,
rheumatism and all = discases that
have their origin in impure blood.

b
A PRIEST ON THE WAR.

Dr. Kolbe, the well-known OCatho-

lic priest, speaking at the Africander
Congress, said if Great Britain por-
sisted in her present policy, the
Africanders would make South Africa
the most uncomfortable corner of
the BEmpire until the injustice done
to South Africa was recognized and
remedied. 4

the date of the American P
With regard to the property alienat-
ed prior to that date the commis-
sion holds that the church has no re-
against the Spanish

No report has yet been made as to
any specific piece of property ;
the application of these principles
tore to the church several
dollars’ worth of property,
including such buildings as the Cus-
tom House and University.
the' Spanish regime the Government
turned over to the Church in Cuba |
about a quarter of a million dollars

amually. The report of this com-
mwassion is a direct condemnation of.
the acts of the Spanish Government
in"despoiling the church of its pro-
perty, and is much calculated to in
spire confidence in the
bunal of justice in Cuba

to. the necessity of keeping
the blood pure so

“ WCCCSS@_
. Knows No Law.”
But a law of Nmbm

that the

Upon the recommenda

Was to  re.
‘duty the first of the
ave L abnnoyance
olic circles -and .drawn from
Barry, chancellof op
thc;ritative de-
1 utely not
particle of justification fop the stnt:
retire of. resign Or in any olihé:
of
of

7 to
Press representatives summoned ex-

pressly for an interview, “Tp ch-
bjshop's health is good. 'I‘h?: A]r;(ul;.
Sistent repetition of the statements
that he is to retire from active par-
archdiocesan affairs are looked ul:‘l;l,:
as little short of malicious. Neither
ig there any justification for the in-
timations in the daily press dis-
Patches that a coadjutor Bishop,
with the right of succession, is to IN'\
sent to Chicago from Rome or L‘lsu;
where and forced upon Archlyislmp

MR. WILLIAM SCALLON.— Many
of our readers will be glad to read
of the success of a member of a fam-
ily well known in Montreal. The
election of William Scallon, brother
of Dr. J. E. Scallon, of Hancock, to
sticceed Marcus Daly as president of
the Anaconda Copper Mining Com-
Pany gives general satisfaction in
Butte. Tn speaking of his election
the ‘“‘Daily Inter-Mountain’’ of
Iutte has the following to say edit-

“The election of Mr. William Scal-
lon as president of the Anaconda
company is a very important event
ir. the history of Butte. The matter
of the recognition of Mr, Scallon's
fitness for the position is but a per-
soral compliment from one point of
view, but from another it is of sur-
passing public interest. It indicates
the purpose of the men who control
the vast enterprise of the Anaconda,
and allied concerns to take heed of
the public welfare by selecting a
man to control operations who will

changes of policy which would dis-

citizens. He has been in Butte
twenty years, and not only compre-
hends and appreciates the sterling

reepect. He is a man who came to

and his progress thereafter was con-
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