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The Pick of the Earth for Canadg,

{iditor ‘“ The Farmer’s Advocate ' :

Although I have seen a number of articles iy you
paper on Canadian immigration, I think that a  greyy
deal more may still be said on that subject. Ay 4,
Ontario farmer, I am greatly interested in the future of
our country, especially in the future of the
ayriculture, because this land
that pursuit.

With such vast tracts of untilled land
the Canadian Government is seeking a means whereby t,
settle that part of the Dominion, and Lo accomplish thig
end is encouraging immigration to Canada from Great
Britain, Europe, the United States, and other Countries.
tivery year great numbers of immigrants come to Can-
ada from these countries, but I wish to speak only of
those who intend to make farming their occupation for
some time at least.

Most of these prospective farmers take train for
Winnipeg and the West as soon as they arrive in Can-
da ; but some come to Toronto, from which place they

.ﬁcutter over the whole Province of Ontario. W hen
they get to Toronto, they go to the Immigration Office,
where they get jobs as farm hands at g small wage,
until they learn the ways of farming in Canada. Muny,
fiowever, who come here with the intention of fdru]ing_
when they find that they cannot get as good pay as
they expect, refuse to take jobs as farm hands, and if
they are not too lazy, try to get jobs in
those who do get work, do not find farming so much
of a "'snap’ as they expected, and do not ;Le13' at it
more than a year at most. All do not do Lhis, of
course, but the majority, in Iy experience at least, do.
Those who go to the West are differently situated. They
take up homesteads, and if they happen to have a little
<apital, buy a team of horses and a plow, and begin
farming at once. But if they do, they do not under-
stand the methods of farming in Canada, and cannot
vractice them. They try to bring foreign methods intq
{anada, and if there ijg anything which hinders the
prosperity of a country, it is not conforming to the
ways which suit that countr)

Besides, what kind of citizens will great numbers of
the immigrants (from Eastern Europe especially) make ?
The riffl-raffl of all those half-civilized countries come
to Canada, and when they get here they are given 160
acres of the finest land, which they hold till Lhey get
full possession of it, and then sell out, in order to make,
a little money.

If this land were sold tao immigrants instead of given
to them, only those who have some money could buy
it, and people with a small amount of capital, who buy
land, are the kind who make good farmers and citizens:
because, if they invest their small capital in land, they
apparently want to keep it. This would prevent the
West from becoming a community of paupers, who

neither understand farming nor are willing to learn it ;
for those who are tog lazy to work in their own lands
will certainly be too lazy to work in Canada. Besides,
the selling of the land would bring in consideralle
Tevenue to the country, and that is not unneeded. We,
as citizens of Canada, are anxious to 8ee our country
become scttled as quickly as possible, for it is only
when a country is settled that it prospers in the high-
est degree ; but we wish to see it settled with the right
kKind of people. Some of the Eastern Europeans are
not fit people to settle in this fair Dominion. If their
mative countries want to get aid of them, we certainly
do not want them here. Thinking that all patriotic
Canadians will agree with me in wishing to see Canada
settled with good citizens, I remain,— READER.
Bruce Co., Ont.
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Assessment Law and Farm Property.
ditor ** The Farmer's Advocate ' :

We have read with interest, as well as with profit, a
€ood many discussions which have been appearing of
late in ** The Farmer’s Advocate,”” notably that on the
hog question, from both the packers’ and the producers’
joints of view ; aulso the exemption of wood-lots from
laxation, taxing bachelors, etc. But there is another
question which I would like to sce taken up and threshed
out, as I think it might yield results which would re-
dound to the general welfare of this fair country, or,
miore especially, to the industry of agriculture. I re-
fer to our assessment law, or, rather, to the taxation of
lnprovements on farm property. We have read con-
siderable of the Henry George theory, and have heard
uite a lot about single-taxers, but we will discard all
heories in this letter and try to get at a few of the
facts ag they affect the farming community here in Ox-
Tord County, Ontario. I may say that it seems to me
absurd, and a tax on industry to raise a farmer’s
f#asessment for every board he sticks on end in the shape
of a building, or any other improvements on the farm,
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

which would go a long way to solve the question of
oW to interest the boys in the farm, and also make
the rural districts of this country much more attractive
and prosperous. Since commencing this letter I under-
stand or have learned that the taxation of real estate
values is to be one of the features of Campbell-Banner-
man's platform in Great Britain, and with our Assess-
ment Act under revision at Toronto, I think our legis-
lators might with profit give this question a thorough
Investigation, with a view to the exemption of buildings
from taxation. Hoping, Mr. Editor, that more of your
subscribers may take up this question and give us their
views with regard thereto, as I know it is a live topic
for discussion at almost any time or place in this part
of Ontario, I will close, with best wishes for an ex-
tended circulation to ‘' The Farmer’s Advocate."”
FARMER.

R. Caskey’s Barn.

‘ The Farmer’s Advocate '’ :

The accompanying plans show a 110 ft. by
38 ft. barn, built by J. S. Alyea and L. Wall-
bridee for R. Caskey, Hastings Co., Ont. Basement
walls and floors are of Portland cement; frame of
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Basement Plan of R. Caskey’s Barn, Hastings Co., Ont.

sawed timber, hemlock and pine, using 2 x 10-in.
plank for joist,
supported by two 10 x 10 trimmers running over
each row of stalls, and studded with 4 x8 cedar
posts betwen each stall.

feet, with self-supporting hip-roof, covered with

laid crosswise of the building,

The side posts are 18
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of R. Caskey’s Barn,

Ont.

Hastings Co.,

iron sheets. Feed mangers are run
long or short cows ;
The 4 x 8 studs

SUBSCRIBER.

Alfalfa Requires Drainage and Lime.

A leaflet, embodying some suggestions relative

to alfalfa-growing in Ohio, states that the alfalfa
area in that State,
rapidly increasing. '
ficial, is the first essential in its successful culture.
While alfalfa will
days’ duration at certain seasons of the year, it
will not thrive where the water-level is close to
the surface, or where the water does not drain
off readily.
on other than limestone soils, is lime.
Ilxperiment Station at Wooster, on a sandstone
soil, no application of fertilizers or manure, no
treatment of the soil as regards inoculation, has
given results at all comparable with an application
of a ton of lime per acre, though, at a test farm in
another section, on a limestone soil, an applica-
tion of lime has given no beneficial results, All

though not large, is quite
Drainage, natural or arti-

stand an overflow of several

Next in importance to drainage up-
At the

. ‘hic s h t 1
for does not a farmer depend on the production of his ‘,)[- “.hvuh g()}e_@ ‘tO N '()W ‘thg.t da falfa and, alfalfa
land for hig revenue ? Although some farmers may see S‘)_‘l s a subject to be studied and experlmented
i ga s ) with by each farmer. It should be mentioned,
1t to put up expensive buildings, there is no correspond- .

ing 1increase in their earnings, although it certainly goes

ke the country attractive, and should be encour-
dved rather than taxed. It seems to me that the
18s on a farm are on a different plane altogether
buildings on town or city property ; as in cities
"nldings are either the main source of revenue, or
beople Jive jin dwelling houses to earn their income—
“riiinly not to produce it from the soil. The point I
Wit to make is that if the farmers of this country
fake up this question in as capable a manner as
the tve dealt with the hog-profit question through
I Farmer’'s Advocate,”” they might achicve results
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however, that some soils resting on a limestone
rock are badly in need of lime for alfalfa, culture.
It
with alfalfa.
valuable one.

it
without it.
Wentworth Co., Ont.

does not do to take anything for granted

It is a peculiar plant, but an in-

A Necessity.

Have taken your paper for two years.
well.

Like
As a farmer, I could not afford to do
THOMAS BONSFIELD.

vigorous and continuous growth.
sight of the fact that he cannot get good results with-
out an abundance of humus in the soil, and if it cannot
be supplied from manures, it must be from green crope,
preferably clovers, plowed down.

b0t
Fertilizers and Their Place in Agriculture

Under natural conditions a forest or prairie soil®in-
creases rather than decrea_aeé in fertility. The elen‘:en'.J
taken from the soil are ieturned to it fm t_he d.ecay of
the plants, or on the death of the animals whnc}: feed
on the plants ; thus the surface soil-bec_omes' rich in
organic matter and in ash constituents, which have

been collected from the subsoil and left in organic Com-
bination at the surface.

As soon as the land is cultivated, oxidation of this
organic matter commences, the amount of ‘water ‘per-
colating down through the soil is increased, snd aleng
with it the plant food which has been rendered.soluble.
Furthermore, the vegetable and animal produce of th.
land are consumed off the soil on which it was grown.
A partial returh of the plant food is made by the ap-
plication of farmyard manure, but the sale of grain,
animals and animal products, and the loss of fertilizing
constituents from the manure before it is applied to the
land, all tend to make the return of plant food to the
80il incomplete. .

Some soils are naturally rich in the elements of
plant food, and when the crops are so rotated as to
economize this natural wealth of fertilizing constituents,
it may be a long time before the soil needs any arti-
ficial manures ; but if the soil is naturally poor, and if
special crops of like nature have to be grown year after
year, it may soon need some special manuring to re-
place those constituents constantly removed in the
plants. On our comparatively new lands, where a
judicious rotation of crops is followed, in which the
clovers have their due place, and where the grain is fed
on the farm and the manure is properly cared for, i%
may not be necessary to use commercial fertilizers.
However, the increased cost of production and the con-
sequent need of producing maximum crops, and the
growing demand for market-garden products and fruits
is causing many farmers and market gardeners to seri-
ously consider the advisability of using some form of
the so-called chemical fertilizer, and more and more
frequently we are being asked if it will Pay to use these
substances.

It must be confessed that it is well-nigh impossible
to give a definite answer to this question. To intelli-
gently arnd economically wuse fertilizers,’ it is essential
that the farmer understand the needs of his soil. .He
must be acquainted with the special characteristics of
the crops he is growing, their power of gathering the
essential plant food constituents from the 80il, whether
the object is to produce an immature plant for early
market, and artificial growth demanded, or whether
maturity is required when the development must be
normal in all directions. He must also understand the
nature of the fertilizers being used. These substances
are expensive, and unless they are intelligently applied
on well-drained and well-cultivated soils, they cannot be
expected to give remunerative results ; they can not and
will not take the place of cultivation. In fact, their best
results can be secured only when the physical condition
of the soil is right, and when the object for which they
are applied is clearly understood.

As a rule, fertilizers should be looked upon as ad-
juncts to farmyard and green manures, and should be
applied to make up some deficiency in the soil, or to
supply some constituent specially needed by the crop to
be grown ; consequently, in general farm practice, one
element may be all that is required, as, for instance,
nitrogen for cereals and mangels, potassium for legumes,
and phosphorus for turnips. Reference was made in a
previous article on the ‘‘ Function of Plant Nutrients,"’
showing why these substances are required for the crops
named. Just here let me say that, owing to the wet
fall and mild winter, it is probable that there has been
an unusually. large amount of nitrates removed by
drainage, and that, consequently, many flelds of fall
wheat may make a poor start, especially if there is cold
weather and slow growth in the spring, and a light
dressing of nitrate of soda Judiciously applied where the
crops apparently need something may have a very bene-
ficial eflect. The same may be true with all crops sown
in the early spring,

Among the ordinary farm crops, the ones most like-
ly to give remunerative returns are those which require
a great deal of labor in their cultivation. If a maxi-
mum crop of mangels or turnips is not less than if there
is only half a crop, and, frequently, if all the other
conditions are right, g dressing of one or two hundred
pounds of nitrate of soda to the former, and two to
four hundred of superphosphate to the latter, will make
a wonderful difference in the crop.

With reference to the crops of the market gardener
and fruit-grower, who may not have an abundance of
farmyard manure, it ig more essential that he use what
is termed a mixed fertilizer ; that is, one. which con-
tains the three most important constituents of plant
food for ‘‘quality’’ in many of his crops, produced by a
But he must not lose

Space will not allow a detailed discussion of the

special characteristics of the fertilizers for the various
crops of the market gardener, but, in general, it may
be stated quality depends upon, or is measured by, both
appearance and palatability ; and that palatability is
determined by succulence and sweetness of the vegetable,
or its freedom from bitterness,
undesirable characteristics
which can be

stringiness, and qther
which frequently exist, snd

largely eliminated by providing am




