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Answers to Transcontinental

b3
Train Conundrum.

In our issue of Oct. 14th, page
1798, we offered prizes for the first
two correct answers to the ‘“ Trans-
continental Train Conundrum,’’ for
particulars and conditions of which
offer, turn up the above number.
From Monday, 18th, to Saturday,
23rd, the mails bulked large with
answers. One hundred and fifty-
three were received the first two days,
and by Saturday, Dec. 30th, nearly
four hundred answers were in hand.
Of the many received after that date
no account has been taken. The in-
terest has greatly exceeded our ex-
pectations, all classes of people hav-
ing sent in replies—from school chil-
dren to college professors.

Two or three have volunteered other
conundrums. One of these, we fear,
is too widely-known. The other
may be printed later.

There has been some money spent
on postage stamps, but this will not
be regretted if the increased volume
of business results in a lowering of
the postal rates or an improved ser-
vice to country districts.

There are three answers which
may be taken as evidence of correct

plainly enough that the service has
been going on for some time.
sequently, a man starting out
one end, will meet all the trains that
started the week before he did
also all that start during the seven
days he is in making the trip.
give below the reason
answered 13 :

The train that
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hours before he left
in Halifax at

Halifax would be

correctly be said
meet either.
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reasoning—13, 14, and 15.
is a daily train
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of

leave,
clude this train,

As
points out,
arriving at Halifax the moment our
passenger's

The only exception we take to this
answer
the train which leaves Vancouver the
instant
point
train should :
not in motion when the Halifax train
comes to it, but inasmuch as a mean-
ing of the word :
upon by approach from an opposite
direction,
senger comes to and passes the head

thus making up 14,
or an exact multiple of two per day.

above-quoted correspondent
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his train does not leave till the oth.r
stops, and since, by a fair assumj.-
tion, the two trains will be fully
alongside when the Haligonian leaviy,
he cannot, in our opinion, be said t.,
meet this train. Having regard,
therefore, to the precise meaning oy
the word ‘‘meet,”” we award the
prizes to those who said 14.
Monday forenoon’s mail bhrought
four correct answers, for all of which
equal prizes will be given. The
names of the successful contestants
are : A. . Smillie, Huron Co.,
Ont.: Louis B. Kenyon, Brant Cg ,
Ont.; Geo. Easton, Brant Co., Ont
and R. L. Dryden, Bruce Co., Ont

It is interesting to analvze 1o
returns. Of the 282 persons who
sent replies up to December 23rd
3 guessed three as the number of
trains, 27 guessed four, 5 guesscd
five, 34 guessed six, 42 guessed seven,
24 guessed eight, 1 guessed nine, 1
guessed ten, 1 guessed eleven, 5
guessed twelve, 87 gave that unlucky
number, thirteen, 29 said fourteen,
22 fifteen, and 1 guessed sixteen.

The things of sense are only dreams—

A world that seems ;

Who reaches up to the Ideal

Achieves the Real,

Susie M. Best

GLENGARRY SCHOOL DAYS.

‘““ Now, James, come here !’ said
the master, turning to Jimmie. ‘““You
see what happens when a boy is in-
subordinate.”’ Jimme came trem-
bling. ‘“ Hold out your hand'’’ Out
came Jimmie's hand at once. Whack!
fell the strap.

‘“ The other !”’

‘““ Stop it !"" roared Thomas. I
took his thrashing.”

‘““ The other !"” said the master, ig-
noring Thomas.

With a curious, savage snarl Thom-
as sprang at him. The master, how-
ever, was on the alert, and swinging
round, met him with a straight facer
between the eyes, and Thomuas went
to the floor.

‘“Aha ! my boy! TI'll teach you
something vou have vet to learn.”
I'or answer came another cry,
Come on, hoyvs '"’ Tt. was Ranald

Macdonald, coming over the seats,

followed by Don Cameron, Billy Ross

and some smaller boys. The master
turned to meet them

‘“ Come along !”’ he said, backing
up to his desk “But I warn you
it’s not a strap or a rawhide I shall
use.”’

Ranald payed no attention to his
words, but came straight toward
him, and when at arm's length,
sprung at him with the cry, ‘“ Horo,
boyvs !’

But before he could lay hands up-
on the master, he received a blow
straight on the bridge of the nose
that staggered him back, stunned
and bleeding By this time Thomas
was up again, and rushing in was
received in a like manner, and fell
back over a bench.

“How do you like it, bovs ?"”
smiled the master “ Come wright
along.”’

The boyvs obeyved his invitation, ap-
proaching him, but more warily, and
awaiting their chance to rush. Sud-
denly Thomas, with a savage snarl,
put his head down and rushed in be-
neath the master's guard, paid no
attention to the heavy blow he re-
ceived on the head, and locking his
arms rTound .the master’'s middle,
buried his head close into his chest
At once Ranald and Dilly Ross
threw themselves upon the struggling
pair and carried them to the floor,
the master underncath. There was
a few moments of fierce struggling,
and then the master layv still, with
the four boys holding him down for
dear life
It was Thomas who assumed com-
mand
“ Don’'t choke him so. Ranald.”” he
said. “ And clear out of the way

all vou girls and little chaps.”

““'What are you going to do. Thom-
as 2’ asked Don. acknowledging
Thomas's new-born leadership.

‘“Tie him up,’
me g sash.’”’

said Thomas. ‘“ Get

rushed to the hooks and brought one
or two of the knitted sashes
Thomas proceeded
to tie the master’s legs.

While he was thus busily engaged
a shadow darkened the

It was the minister,
had been driving past and had come

rushing home.
‘““Is that you, Thomas ?

Immediately
and with a swift, fierce blow,
caught Thomas on the chin
taken off his guard, fell with g thud

““ That's a coward’s blow.”

shaking himself free and squaring up
and shaking him as he might a child.
I'll break you're back to ve, and that
the arms and held him

ceased to struggle, and put down his

the minister, giving himm a fling back-

master spoke

It is a case of rank and impudent
insubordination,
the expulsion of those impudent

said the minister, ““ be
sure there will be a thorough investi-

cowardly blow

and cruelty
is none of vour business.”’

A STORY OF EARLY DAYS IN GLENGARRY.

By Ralph Connor — Rev. C. W. Gordon.

Chapter V.—Continued.

homes, and be here Monday morning
when this matter

at

shall be gone into.’

CHAPTER VI.
““ One

T'he

to

though
dread.

‘“ How
he asked Thomas.
Don begin ?
business.’’
don’t know.

let

I
replied
Jimmie’s
didn’t
found
that
thing.”’

said Billy
was in you

his

week
sermon
the tendency of the rising generation

to

things
ents
seeing
households

It

Finch stood specially in need of. |
he
mon,
the churchyvard
gathered hetween the services
Peter McRae, thinking that old Do
ald was hardly taking the
advice
not

in

rnorant
the
severely

Sermmon
You
it.

news of the
through the section like fire through
a brule.
when Thomas Finch
raised him at

they heard that
had dared the
once to the rank of a hero,
heads
doubtfully,
rising generation

The next day Billy Jack heard the
story
with
news

was coming

waited for the
his father’'s ears,

held his father

““ Why didn’t yvou
It was surely Don’s

It slipped out,””’
couldn’t stand

myself standing
didn't seem

And Thomas felt more
than repaid for all his cruel bheating
It was something to win the ;1[![)1'(>‘\~
al of Billy
kind.

It
day

at the Scoteh River
brought him laurcls at 1he hands of
the vounger generation, did not add

to his reputation with the eolders of
the chureh

and solemnly laid upon
responsibilita

Murdie ( ameron

all that had happened i

““ Indeed, that 1S true,”” rephied

Donald, ** and it would not be amiss
for more than me to make applica-
tion of 1t

Indeed, then, if all reports he

true,”” replied Peter, " it would he
well for you to begin at home."’

“ Mr. McRae,” said Donald earncst-

Iy, "1t 1s myself that knows well
enough my shortcomings, but if there
1S any special reason for vour re-
mark, I am not aware of it "~

This light treatment of what te

Peter had seemed a grievous offense
against all authority incensed the
old dominie bevond all endurance

And do vou not think that the

conduct of your son last week calls
for any reproof 2 And it 1s vou that
will stand up and defend 1t in the
face of the minister and his sermon
upon it this day 2"’

Donald gazed at him a few mo-

ments as if he had gone mad At
length he replied. slowly, T do not
Wish to forget that vou are a mein-
ber of the church Mr McRae and

will not be charging vou with tell-

iIng lies on me and mv fanilv—""

“Tut. tut, man.”” broke in Loong

John Cameron, seeing how the mat-

ter stood, ‘“he's just referring
to  yvon little  difference Thomas
had with the master last week But
It's Just nothing Come away in
Thomas 2" gasped Dongld. ** My
Thomas 2 )
You have not heard, thin ' said
Peter. in surprise. and old Donald

only shook his head

“Then it's time vou did "replied

Peter. severely, for such things are

disgrace to the community,’’

Nonsense ' said lLong  .John.
Not a bit of it ! I think none the
ol Thomas for it.'” But in

latters of this kind TLong John could
hardly bhe counted

an authority, for
Was not so vy Iuy‘]’\ ago since
had been beguiled inte an affair
which, while it

It did not help miatters much that
and others of his

tobrocecded 1o congratulate  old
anald, in their own wav upon his
Sorncs achievement, and with all the

nore feryor that they pereeived that

moved the <olemn Peter to right-

M,‘ Y“‘":H)f I‘rum one and another

e came forth with embellish-
TR till Donald Tinch was re-
diiced 1o <iuch g state  of voiceless
rage and fonnilin jon that, when, at
the somnd of 1he opening psalm the
congregation moved inte the church
for the Gaclic copvice the old man
departed for  hye home, trembling,

et amarzed
CI'o be continued.)




