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:. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published on the first and

th of each month.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or ies, handsomely
illustrated with'original enmvin and furnishes the most
pmﬁtable.pract\c‘landria information for farmers, dairy-
men, and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.
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Improved Methods of Cultivation, are and
Contributions sent us must not be furnished other papers until
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LonDON, CANADA.

Learn Something.

Of the various channels through which edu-
cation may be obtained, reading and obsenvation
are within easy reach of every farmer. As you
go about the shows this year, keep your eyes
open. Don't make the visit to the exhibition a
matter of plcasure merely, but strive to learn
something, and when you return home, read the
best agricultural paper in the country to main-
tain the interest in high<class stock and farm
produce which the outing has aroused. Life is
too short to learn from actual practice every-
thing required to be known on a farm. The ex-
perience of others, if obtained from a reliable
source, may become a valuable acquisition
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The Canadian Farmer’s Compeunsations.

The immense arca of cultivable land in Canada,
the great variety of ctimate—anrd-conditions ordi-
narily prevailing in the various sections of the
Dominion, and the wide variety of food products
the country is capable, under average conditions,
of maturing, place our people in a peculiarly
fortunate position. The different provinces fur-
nish a market for each other in respect to many
ch an extent that in case of a

commodities Lo su
unfavorable

partial failure of crops, owing to
weather conditions in any one or more sections,
the needs of the people may be readily supplied at
a minimum oi cost, thereby avoiding suffering or
serious inconvenience. Happily, as the result of
scientific research and experimentation, the appar-
ent necessity of dependence of the Provinces upon
each other for certain varieties of food products
becomes less as the years go by, new and im-
proved varieties and methods of produetion ren-
dericg it possible to successfully produce many
articles in each district which had formerly
been considered unsuitable to the local conditions,
if not, indeed, impossible of attainment. I'or
these reasons, the danger of a general shortage,
owing to protracted drouths or other contingen-
cies, is minimized, and our people have. happily,
never been, and are not likely to be at any time,
reduced to the privations to which those of occa-
sionally famine-stricken countries have, from time
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to time, been sub’ected IF'or this we rhould be Ce-
voutly thankful, and the gpirit of complaining li-
able to prevail when unusual weather conditions
disappoint our highest hopes should be checked
and our mercies, rather than our miseries, re-
counted. It is safe to say that few, if any, peo-
ple in this world have fewer distresses or disabil-
ities of a general character, taking the years us
they come, then we in Canada. The general c¢x-
emption froum disasirous storms and floods, or of
extrame and widespread drouths o hot-wind
waves, such as in some countries shrivel the grain
when in the milk stage and in a few days blight
the brightest hopes of the husbandmian on the
verge of a promisihg harvest yield, is cause for
gratification.

Complaining of the character of the weather
in- the last few weeks has been common among
farmers in many sections of Kastern Canada, and
not without cause, fine crops of clover in many
cases having been seriously damaged in the at-
tempt to cure it between intermittent rains, the
corn crop suffering severely from wet feet, the
barley badly discolored, and the wheat, here and
there, sprouting in the stook. These are dis-
couraging dispensations, which add much to the
labor and expense of harvesting, and to some ex-
tent discount the value of the product. But to
the older people this is no new experience, for
though they may have nearly forgotten similar
distresses in bygone years, yet memory may ¢
call many more serious losses from the same cause
when the people were less able to bear them, and
they came safely through such trials, finding the
rambow in the cloud, presaging brighter days
ahead. Happily, in these times farmers are not
depending solely upon the sale of grain for finan-
cial returns, and slightly damaged grain makes
capita! feed for the cattle and hogs which are the
real money-makers on most of the farms in older
(‘anada to-day, and the very conditions which have
discounted the market value of the grain have
helped to fill the milk pails and the cream cans
far beyond the common summer measure, and
have kept the beef cattle well supplied with succu-
lent pastures, putting on flesh that sells for high-
er prices than have ruled for many years. The
law of compensation has been quietly at work, de-
T)Ilflf““ :,hf(r‘ ;{?élxlltl)lillg of the grumblers and the fears
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; ; v quite beyond the aver
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i S when our circumstances are com-

parad with those of many others.

lThe Tair season has opened guspiciously, and
the andications promise a better display than
asual in nearly overy department,, \\'ifh many
new and improved features calculated to in(‘reuf;t‘
their interest and uscfulness. The success of the
fars depends Lrgely upon the patronage of the
people and the use they make of the programgne
of events. It is, or should be, the interest of all
to make the fairs as helpful as possible.




