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of our age. We have in this compact trea­
tise Dr. McCosh’s mature and final views on 
the chief subject of his life-long studies. 
He himself assures us that we have here 
“ the results of his metaphysical teaching 
in Queen's College, Belfast, and in Princeton 
College, and they may be regarded as the 
cope-stone of what I have been able to do in 
philosophy.’1 For the convenience of the 
reader the author expounds his philosophy 
in the text of the book and puts his historical 
and critical disquisitions in smaller print, 
so that each may be read continuously to 
advantage. The author puts a very high 
estimate on metaphysics, regarding it as 
the most certain of all departments of 
knowledge in its essential principles. He 
says : “ I define metaphysics as the science 
of first and fundamental truths ; and I cher­
ish the conviction that it may be made as 
clear and satisfactory as logic, the science 
of discursive truth, has been since the days 
of Aristotle. It shows us what we are enti­
tled to assume and what we are not entitled 
to assume without mediate proof. It does 
so by opening to our view those primitive 
truths which at once claim our assent and 
furnish a true foundation to all our knowl­
edge ; which, like the primitive granite 
rocks, go down the deepest and mount the 
highest.”

He resolutely holds “ that the mind, in its 
intelligent acts, begins with and proceeds 
throughout on a cognition of things. If the 
mind does not assume and start with things 
it can never reach realities by any process 
of reasoning or induction.” ...” What 
we know is the thing manifesting itself to 
us, exercising particular qualities.” ” Hold­
ing fast to his doctrine of the cognition of 
things he remains the great realistic philos­
opher of our day—at war both with the 
skeptical philosophy of Hume and with the 
idealistic philosophy of Kant, and differing 
from what he calls the Scottish and lVgher 
French schools.”

Robert Carter & Brothers. “ The Lord and 
the Leper,” by C. H. Spurgeon. Price, $1. 
The simplicity, directness, vigor and faith­
fulness of Mr. Spurgeon’s preaching are 
marked characteristics. And then it is so 
thoroughly Scriptural and strictly evangel­
ical. Hence his sermons are of sterling 
value. And there is no falling off. All the 
sermons in this volume were preached in 
1888, and they are as vigorous, as instruct­
ive, as rich in all the elements of Christian 
instruction as any of his earlier volumes. 
Long may this man of valor be spared to 
preach and puniish such sermons.

American Baptist Publication Society. 
“The Ten Commandments.” A Course of
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Lectures delivered before the Universi ' of 
Pennsylvania by George Dana Boardman. 
12mo, pp. 378. We have not space to enlarge 
upon the merits of this work, but we warmly 
commend it to preachers, to Sunday-school 
teachers, and especially to young men and 
young women to whom “these studies in the 
Ten Commandments are respectfully of­
fered” by the author. The Lectures are 
admirable in style, in literary finish, in Bib­
lical reference, and in moral and spiritual 
teaching. It is just such a work as wo might 
expect from the author, and it cannot fail 
to do good.

The limitations of space allow us simply 
to give the titles and authors of the remain­
ing works received.

“ Father Solon ; or, the Helper Helped,” 
by Rev. De Los Lull. Second Edition. New 
York : Wilbur B. Ketchum. Mmo, pp. 367.
“Profit Sharing between Employer and 

Employee,” by Nicholas Paine Gilman. 
Houghton. Mifflin & Co. 12mo, pp. 460. $1.75.
”The Dignity of Man.” Select Sermons 

by Samuel Smith Harris, D.D , LL.D. 12mo, 
pp. 266. A.C McClung S’ Co., Chicago. $1.50.
“Eclectic Commentary on the Interna­

tional Sunday-school Lessons for 1889,” by 
A. N. Gilbert and S- M. Jefferson. Standard 
Publishing Co., Cincinnati, O. $1.
“Songs of Praise,” with Tunes, compiled 

by Lewis Ward Mudge. A. S. Barnes & Co. 
Small quarto, pp. 239.
“Bishop Foster’s Heresy,” by James E. 

Lake, B.A., of the New Jersey Conference, 
Borden town, N. J. 12mo, pp. 211.

“A Reasonable Faith.” Plain Sermons on 
Familiar Christian Evidences, by Arthur 
Crosby, San Rafael, California. 18mo, pp. 190.

“ The Interwoven Gospels,” American Re­
vised Version, by Rev. William Pittengan. 
New York : J. B. Alden. 18mo, pp. 243.

“ Keystones of Faith ; or, What and Why 
We Believe,” by WolcottCalkins, D.D. New 
York : The Baker & Taylor Co. 18mo, pp.179-

“ Co-operation in Christian Work,” by 
Bishop Harris, Rev. Drs. Storrs, Gladden, 
Strong, Russell, Schauffler, Gordon, King, 
and Hatcher, President Gilman and Prof. 
Geo. E. Post. Baker & Taylor Co. 18mo, 
pp. 157.

“The Working Church,” by Charles F. 
Thwing, D.D. Same publishers. 18mo, pp.
154.

“ Biblical Teachings Concerning the Sab­
bath and the Sunday.” American Tract So­
ciety. Second edition.
“Our Day.” A Record and Review of 

Current Reform. Joseph Cook, editor. The 
numbers for 1888, substantially bound in 2 
octavo volumes. Boston : Our Day Publish­
ing Co.

Brief Notes on Books of Special Interest to Clergymen.


