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On the other hand the Board of Trade statistics last 
vear show that the railway servants injured were lar 
fewer than 15,000. In the first three months of 
,„cu there were only 1,385 injured. If only 1,345 
British soldiers were killed in South Africa between 
November 1899 and April .<901, a period of 18 
months hard figthing, the iiercentage of fatalities is 
cmarkably low.

called for by the public. This may be true, also, but 
hould think mat theeflect of it all would be mainly 

to give a tremendous impetus to the movement lor 
scientific rating and to cause a much wider and more 
thorough investigation^ be undertaken at once; for, 
it must be remembered, the fire insurance companies 
have at least as much reason as the public to desire 
this work to be done well and thoroughly. They arc 

lines at less than cost and

we s

not anxious to carry some 
others a* very much more than cost, but would by far 
preler to have an even, moderate and sure profit upon 
all lines."

" Important results," says the 
"Argus,” " have been obtained by 
the Governing Committee of the 

Western Union in combining the experience of com- 
1,inies on unprofitable classes of risks and preparing 

schedules. Thirty five companies furnished 
their figures, and the combined results are now re- 
ported to them. The figures presented by the 
Governing Committee show the per cent, of loss to 
premiums and the increase necessary to yield an 
average profit of 5 per cent., with expenses estimated 
at 40 per cent. Stocks arc reported in detail, with 
ihe following combined results in piotccted and un-

Combined Loss 
Experience.

the CANADIAN BANK OF COMMERCE.

The annual statement of the Bank of Commerce 
ending 31st May last is the first sincefor year

it took over the business of the Bank of British 
Columbia. A strict comparaison therefore with 

of last year is not practicable, as the 
business are not distill*

statement
changes caused by the 
guishable from those which occurred independently 
of that source. The figures in this statement are re
markable as evidence of the expansion which has 
taken place in the bank's business, partly owing lo 
the recent amalgamation, but to a large extent the 
growth of its connections. The Bank of Commerce 
has now a paid up capital of $8,000,000, and Reserve 
Fund of $J,ooo,ooo. It ranks, as to capital, second 
amongst the banks of Canada, a position which is 
maintained by the extent of its circulation, deposits 
and loans. The circulation at end of May was $5,- 
446,773, which is over 68 per cent, of the legal limit, 
the average of six other of the largest banks in 
Canada being 57 per cent. The total deposits were, 
at above date, $46,004,<99, of which Iront S'A to(j 
millions were derived Iroin the Bank ol British 
Columbia. So large a mass of deposits, exceeding 
6 times the amount ol paid up-capital, shows the 
extent ol public confidence enjoyed by the Bank of 
Commerce, as it does also the profitable basis upon 
which its loans are built, 
discounts amount to $41,555,151, a sum which ex
ceeds the deposits bearing interest by 85,750,385. 
The deposits on which interest is paid, and the 
circulation, together making $17,640,005, being 
utilized lor call and short loans on stocks and bonds 
to extent of $7,295,451, and investments in govern
ment and other banks, $10,307,229, these loans and 
securities aggregating $17,662,680, which closely 
approximates to the deposits not bearing interest 
and circulation.

The Bank of Commerce is honorably distin
guished by the liberality with which the staff is 
treated. Last year they not only received increases 
and bonuses on a generous scale, but iccently 
a general bonus was issued to every member of the 
staff from general manager down to messengers. 
This policy creates satisfaction and contentment 
throughout the staff and stimulates every officer to 
give his best service in promoting the bank's' in- 

Further comments are reserved lor review 
of report and proceedings of the annual meeting 
to be held on 18th inst.
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It appear* from what i* stated in several of our 
contemporaries that the above was not prepared for 
publication, but the table in some way got into print. 
In regard to this the "Insurance World says:"

- No doubt, one of the reasons, if not the principal 
reason,why the committee would gladly have with
held the information from the public is because they 
fear that as a consequence ol the facts becoming 
known, rather extensive alterations in rates will be
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