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CHAPTER I.

]•; un 111 stouy or mi: Town wo Siiîse^vent I >evki.oi*ments.

‘‘llisfoni mulhaste hi rcruril i/eeat deeds, hut often ncglccti 
1/nO'l (tins. Host'll I ht Hoir.

-0 g<>ai] sight !" slum toil tin* Venetian sailors of the stout ship 
Mntlhi'ir. < ommanded hy that inin jii-l explorer. John Cabot the 
haliiin. who ail< i from hi>t< vie Rristol under royal charter of 
Henrv \ ! I. to discover new land'. No wonder their hearts were 
glad on that memorable June ‘.Mill. 1 11L, when they saw the pro- 
moiitorv ii«• w' known a~ ('ape Iton-ni.-ta. Little did those* Italian 
'siilors. as tln-v slionted u their native tongue, “Ruona-vista,’ 
imagine that for centuries to come, the land which they then hailed 
with delight, after a long and tedious voyage: and the uninhabited 
land adjacent to the bright waters of that beautiful hav, would 
be the home of thousands, who in coming generations would glory 
in the euphonious- name of l$ona\ista. When John Cabot sailed 
frun Rristol under the sanction and patronage of Henry VII., lie 
carried with him Letters Patent, or Royal Commission, to erect 
upon an\ land that he should fortunately discover, the Roya1 
Standard of the English nations. When the bra\e sailors step- 
; ted ashore, the 'tory goes. they hauled up their boats at a place 
now known oy the name of Keels, which tradition emphasizes, took 
it> name from the rubbing of the keels of the good ship Matthew's 
boat.' upon the rock.'. Whether that be so or not, no one lives to 
contradict it. While the intrepid sailor.'* feet touched the land it 
wii- to tlu in. terra-incognito, land unknown. Rut the greatest con­
sideration in them was that it wa- New-found-land. The fabled 
'tory, or otherwise, says, that the happy discoverers moved on to 
another cove, now known as King’s Cove and there raised the


