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viii CANADIAN ARCHIVES.

The documents published in Note A, furnish a contribution to the settlement of
the question as to the extent of the grant to the Six Nations of Indians in 1784, of the
lands on the Ouse or Grand River. Shortly after entering upon the lands a question
arose as to the effect of the deed given by General Haldimand to the Six Nations. It
was held by Brant and other chiefs that on the face ofit (see enclosure No, 1, page 3 of
Note A), the grant was made of land of six miles wide on each side of the Grand River
from its mouth to its source; on the other hand it was contended that that grant
was limited by the purchase made from the Mississaugas, who at the Council held
with them on the 22nd May, 1784 (Note A, p. 22), stated explicitly that they did
10t possess all the lands lying betwoeen the three lakes—Ontario, Huron and Erie—
but were willing to transfer to the King all that they had there, which they believed
would be “sufficient for the King’s i)eople and our brethren the Six Nations.” The
latter was the view taken by Lieutenant-Governor Maitland in his letter of 22nd
February, 1821, addressed to Earl Bathurst in anticipatgon of the demand to be made
by the delegates sent by the Six Nations to urge their claim to the full extent of the

It is altogether out of the scope of a report of this nature to express an opinion
on legal points that may be under discussion, the duty being evidently only to
supply such documents as may be useful to those entrusted with the management
of such interests to help them to arrive at a fair decision of the questions involved,
Both sides have, therefore, been given so far as documents are available. The deci.

deration of their statements, which are not among the papers her;a, was decidedly
opposed to the claims of the Grand River Indians. The arguments in support of
this decision and those in Sir Peregrine Maitland’s letter of the previous month of

Joseph Brant, the principal chief and the leading man among the Six Nations
died on the 27th of N\ ovember, 1807, and John Norton, always spoken of as a Mohawlk



