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Kong for thp use of the forpiffn oomniiinity lias hirherto been mostly of British manu-
fieture. but the diffioulty of obtMiniiipr supplies has In! to rortnin articles siieh as

hosiery, underwear, knitted iroods an<l aiti'.des for ladies' wear beine: imported from

the Utjited States. Canadian firms should be in position to offer most of these lines.

srccKSTIONS Fill! CANMHAN KXI'illtTKIlS.

The following sunRestions to l)e followed by Tanadian ex|Hirters desirous of build-

ing up a trade with South (Miiiui were jfi'en by leading importers interviewer! at Hong
Kouff, Canton and other jiorts:

—

Qiiodtlioiis r.i.f. lloiiii A'"'ii/. irln'ren'r j iixsihir. J'nited KinK<li>m ami (i<>rm.in

firms have been in tiie habit of so ((uotin;; anil in n<irnial times the exiK>rter ean esti-

mate the laid liown eost better tban the imixirter.

('ai-ffiil p.ri'iiitinn of orilfix. Tlu' enmli'ions stited in the indent should be el.i-ely

followed.

l'r<>mi>f iji'ciilion 0/ onh-rs. Failings in this re>peit nn the j)art of I'nited States

e.\i)<)rters since the war due to coiiKestiou unti otiicr causes has (jreatly hindered

developn'cnt of trafle witli that country.

(liantiiui (if iVhhouiiIh. avnidauce of ti.xed prices.

f'arf in cslitlili.'iliinii (K/ciki/x. ('anadian expnrtiT- siiouhl avoid frrantinff atri'neies

to firms alreaily handling tlieir i)articular line and wlio wish to disarm cduipctition by
takiuK on other a>;cncies for the same line.

Tiiiili' lint in Cliint'si' hiwiiiaijc I'rintinl in simple lanj?ua)re and in the Chinese
style, illustrating what Canada <'an offer an(' {living the nimes of suppliers.

TRADE OF THE OUTPORTS.

The chief treaty ports of South China were iiutlined previously and
it was jKjinted out that commercially they are subsidiary to the British

colouy of Hong Kong, which serves a.s the trade centre for all of that part

of China lying south of FoochoA-. The importance of Hong Kong in this connection
is not likely to be superseded. There is little tendency for other {Mirts to establisli

direct connections with foreign countries. This especially applies to the trade in

imported foreign goods. Dealers in Canton and other outports have the ciioice uf a

larger assortment of stocks through buying in Hong Kong. 'J'hey usually have a

broker in the latter city through wliom tliey transact their business. One broker
may act for as many as five dealers in the outports. The advantageous situation of
Hong Kong gives the pet a predominant im.sition as a distributing centri'. There
are also many other advantages in favour of the British colony whii-li make it doubtful
if any other South Chiiut port will ever seriously challenge its supremacy in this respect.

It ia for itistance com]>aratively cheap for commercial firms to op<M'ato in Hong Kong.
Taxation is low. tliere is the relative security afforded by British rule, insurance
rates are l^w and excellent and cheap banking facilities are available through several

competing institdtions. In regard to export trade there is a certain amount of busi-

ness done direct with foreign countries in certain lines from the more important
outports on tile coast, sucii as Canton, Swatow, Amoy and Foochow, but this direct

trf.de is insignificant as compared with the quantity of South (?hina products handled
through Hong Kong.
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