
SERBIA: STARTING 5

It matters little whether the Emperor
Heraclius invited the Serbs to settle

down in the northwest Byzantine prov-

inces lately devastated by barbar''ins, on
condition that they would defend the

Empire against the Tartar Avars, or

whether he merely accepted the fact

that they had entered these provinces

and must stay there. He made an agree-

ment of peace with the Serbs— and this

marks the beginning of their known his-

tory. He desired a buffer State, as the

neighbors of the Serbs so often have
desired in later times. The lands the

newcomers then occupied are the Serb

lands of to-day— Serbia, Montenegro,
Bosnia, Herzegovina, Old Serbia, Mace-
donia, Dalmatia, the Banat, and to an
extent Croatia and Western Bulgaria—
practically the ideal Pan-Serbia, but in

this Httic sketch, so far as it is possible,

by "Serbia" is meant the Kingdom of

Serbia, at the north of the Balkan
Peninsula.

The Kingdom of Serbia is bounded by
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