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412 THE BLAZED TRAIL
you in the Company's booms, three million feet of
oRfs rescued by their grit and hard labor from total
loss.

o^^.^i",^ P°'"^ *'^^ speaker was interrupted. " SiW
off. Shut up," •' Give us a rest." srowle<i the audi-
ence.

1 hrce tinliion feet ain't worth talkin' about
"

\ou make me t.red." "Say your httle say the wayyou oughter." " I-'ound purty nigh two millions poek^
*^

, °"./U^''*^^
^•''^"^' o"" ^^e wouldn't a had that

nujcli, Uainn-fool undertaking, anyhow "

" Men," cried Thorpe, " I have been very fortunate,from fadure success has come. But never have Ibeen more fortunate than in my friends. The firm isnow on ,ts feet. It could afford to lose three times
the logs It lost thjs year "

He paused and scanned their faces.
" But," he continued suddenly, "

it" cannot now, nor
ever can affor^l to lose what those three million feet
represent, — the friends it has made. I can pav you
back the money you have spent and the time you have
put m -— Agam he looked them over, and then
or the first time since they have known him his face
lig^ited i.p with a rare and tender smile of affection
But, comrades, I shall not offer to do it: the gift is

accepted in the spirit with which it was offered - "
He got no further. The air was rent with sound

tven the members of his own party cheered. From
every direction the crowd surged inward. The women
and Alorton were forced up the platform to Thorpe
Ine latter motioned for silence.
"Now, boys, we have done it," said he, " and so will

^f .1 fi
^? .'^"''^- ^'°"' "°^^' °" yo" a'"*^ ^y comrades

in the fight.

His eyes were dim; his breast heaved; his voice
Shook. Hilda was weeping from excitement. Throucrh
the tears she saw them all looking at their leader, andm the worn, hard faces glowed the affection and admi-


