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feelings about maintaining relations with
countries that make race discrimination
official government policy. In general,
however, External Affairs officials are con-
tent to leave to CIDA the advocacy of
Third World interests in the Canadian
policy-making process. Their complacency
is also reflected in the fact that they were
much the most likely to agree with the
optimistic prediction that by the year
2000 the distribution of the world’s wealth
would be more equitable.

This facile optimism was rejected
most emphatically by the 19 young Exter-
nal recruits we interviewed; only 24 per
cent agreed with the majority of their
seniors, while 38 per cent withheld any
opinion. They were also decidedly more
willing to meet Third World demands.
Ninety per cent agreed that Canadian aid
should be doubled, compared to 53 per
cent of the External élite, and a third
favoured the speedy removal of tariffs on
LDC exports, compared to 18 per cent of
their seniors. Dare one hope that the re-
cruits will soon be influencing policy? Or
is it more likely that they will be condi-
tioned to adopt the complacency now
characteristic of the department?

Industry, Trade and Commerce offi-
cials were the most prone to perceive
Canadian aid as being essentially altruis-
tic in purpose. To judge by their responses,
however, this altruism is a fault to be
remedied. Three-quarters agreed that an
important aid objective should be the pro-
motion of Canadian exports, and less than
one-fifth favoured the speedy removal of
tariffs on Third World imports. Though
generally less insensitive to the LDCs
than the military, IT&C officials appeared
to be the least warm towards the Com-
monwealth and the United Nations, and

exceptionally unlikely to welcome the in-

trusion of moral considerations, such as
human rights, in the conduct of Canada’s
foreign relations.

Ministers

We interviewed 11 serving ministers, and
ten who had been in earlier Trudeau
Cabinets. Their perceptions of the Third
World were generally similar to the bu-
reaucrats’, but they “were considerably
more willing to accommodate Third World
aspirations. The Cabinet-level respon-
dents, for example, were likelier to sup-
port an increase in aid and the speedy
removal of tariffs. They were also more
disposed to limit relations with states
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