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They are, morsover, all men of high standing and charascter in the
provinee, and mo have taken mueh interest in pnblic affairs, es~
pecially in mh tar° afferting the Indians. :
In the rnnghaff gpptenber ;the Department was notified that

‘ | 3
fhe Commiscioners had organized themselves and entered non their

laboure, /

IT will: be naan that T f"rm: the foreagoing stetioment = the

Commingioners are c]otlar with emule power to deal in a pract ‘Pa],
end sum ary manner with thts {ong ﬁtnnd%Fp rontrnvarsv-- one in wh
which the interﬂﬁtc of tha 'bite sat Iarﬁ of Wlifiwr Co‘lubia LY
‘Well as of the Indiasns of British (olnmhia ate 80 daeplv in-
volved and the onnstitution of the CGrri'=1nn gives goofd reason
to expect ¢t ¥t the Comnmissionera'will’so deal with the guastion

a8 to do justice to all partisc interested.

Certain of the provisions of the "Ina {lan Act of 1876" Passed
last session (: ubgnwupnt to the date of the Ordsr in Conneil
regulating the powers of the Oommission), beaing in conflict with
the large powers thereby rorPervﬁd npon the Commis ion, Your Rx
Cellency was zdvised to icsue » Proclamstioh, under the Provisions
of the 97th section of that Act, exempting the Indian Tands and
Indian Reserves in BritishnColumbda from the operation of certain
gections nf that act, ‘ _

The Proclamation bore date the 23ra Decembar and the effect of
it will be to onabla the Commiss ioners to deal absolutely anéd at
once with the British Columbia Reserves, withontvrefqrenoo to
either the Dominion or Local Goverbments , in the manner origin-
ally intondpd by the Order inuGouncil 0f 6th May , 1876.

The guwstion of the rights of the Indians in all the lands in
Britieh Columbia in which, their: rights have bot been ev*inguished

‘ by tro-tiol bwtween thanquves and the Crovm ie 8til1l nnsettled
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