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They are.x, moreover , all men of high standing and character In the 

province, and -ho have taken much interest in public affairs, es­

pecially in mi*ttap affecting the Indians.
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*n fÿ® tw 3 pp tomber;- ; the Department

the Commissioners had organised
WPS notified that 

themselves and entered p on*their
labours. <

<:/i
If .will-be rqen that j from th'e foregoing statement - 

Commissioners
the

are cl other with am vie -power to deal in a practical *
i i . ~>i ' ’

and sum ary manner with this .long

i
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\ tan,ding c 0. nfr over&y-~- 

lerS of British C lx

s in wfc■
which the interests of ■Vhite set

well as of the Indians of British Columbia aie
, as

\ \

so deeply in­
volved'; and the constitution of the Comicsion gives good 

ytc expect t at the ConmissionersVwill" so deal with the question

1 0 ;
reason i

as to do justice to all parties interested.

Certain of the provisions of the *’Indian Act of 1876” 

' le8t session fsubsequent to the date of'the
passed\

\
Order in Council

regulating the powers of the Conmission/, being in conflict with wm\<
I

-•*

tho Isrge powers thereby conferred upon the Courts ion. Your Ex 

Cellenoy wee edviaed tti Irene » Proclamation, uné«r the Proviaions 

of the 97th section of that Aot, exempting the Indian Rands and 

Indien Reserves in BritishnColumbla from the operation of eertein 

sections of that act.
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Phe Proclamation bore date the 23rd December and the effect of 

it wjj.ll be to enable the Commissioners to deal absolutely and at 
once with the British Columbia Reserves, without referenoe to

f

either the Dominion or Local Goverhments, in the manner origin­

ally intended by the Order in Council Of 6th Mey 

The question of the rights of the Indians

i
1876.

in all the lands in 
British Columbia in which their rights have bot been extinguished 

by treaties bwtween themselves and the Crown is atill unsettled.
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