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A Chuckie wagon with no meat

8y MARK DILLON

CHILD’S PLAY
Directed by Tom Holland
MGM/UA

The ads for this new horror movie
assure us that it will take over the
horror throne on which Freddy
Krueger now sits. They even imply
that there will be sequels! The unfor-
tunate thing is that there is little to
distinguish this movie from other
schlock being released in a current
wave of gore flicks.

Child’s Play is another case of a
director trying to make the next
Exorcist. And for that, William
Friedkin, the filmmaker responsible
for that 1973 classic, should be jailed
or somehow punished — for subject-
ing us to countless cheapjack imita-
tions. Not that the plot of Child’s
Play, in which a young boy’s
“Chuckie” doll comes to life and
goes around killing people, is stolen
from The Exorcist, but the structure
is close enough.

Child’s Play opens with a silly,
unconvincing explanation for the
story’s supernatural element. Then it
moves to some oh-so-cute domestic
scenes of a widowed mother (well-
played by the lovely Catherine
Hicks) and her young son, Alex. It’s
Alex’s sixth birthday and what does
he want but the newest toy sensation
— a Chuckie doll. Little do they
know that the Chuckie they get is
possessed.

One night, the doll pushes the
babysitter out the window. Of course
the cops don’t believe that Chuckie is
the murderer until he goes on a
bloody rampage.

Although he is seemingly
defeated at the end, his fate is predic-
tably left open for a sequel.

CHUCK IT OUT! In a tense moment, Chuckie attacks a sleeping Alex.

OK, OK maybe the film is meant to
do no more than give us a good scare
or two, but Child’s Play doesn’t even
succeed on its own lowly level. Its
predicability makes it more boring
than suspenseful. It does have its
gruesome moments, but scary? What
makes the film most disappointing is
that it was directed by Tom Holland,

EXCALIBUR NEEDS YOU!

If you want to write, draw, do layout
and paste-up, proofread or take photos,
stop by our office at 111 Central Square

and talk to Adam or Brian.

Geraldo Riveras need not apply.

who gave us Fright Night three years
ago. That film succeeded not only
because it provided the shocks, but
because it did so with a delicious
sense of humour.

There are a few chuckles with
Chuckie, but not enough to over-
come the overall air of déja vu.
Child’s Play is for gore addicts only.
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piece was supposed to irritate the lis-
tener. This was achieved by striking
four pairs of lead pipes together to
create a cringing cacophony. Brooks
said that his work is ‘““a comment on
fluffy styles of music.”

To deliberately create an annoy-
ing sound just to oppose another
style says something about how the
artist feels. If a “fluffy’’ piece entrals,
then a strident piece generates
aggression. Sound Pressure per-
formed both.
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An evening of theatre and music based on the
words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr

Produced
and Directed by Woodie King Jr.
Adapted by Josh Greenfeld

Musical Director Lee Coward

Featuwring James Curt Bergwall
Lee Coward

Chequita Jackson
Herman LeVern Jones
Bruce Strickland
Diane Weaver

Dwight Witherspoon

-

“I Have a Dream” 1s a highly personalized account of Dr King's
famed achiavements as a Civil Rights Leader in the late 19508
through s Iragic assassination n 1968

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1988
MASSEY HALL

For reservations call:

MASSEY HALL

593-482
ROY THOMSON HALL e
T“E YOHK cAT"oL'c (between 9 am - 1 pm)
COMMUNITY 736-5369

TICKET PRICES: $30.50 $25.50 $20.50 $15.50
major credil cards accepled Handling charge on phone orders
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