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- Censorship continued. . . <J~Cal The Paulists are helping to build the earth.cyoM

Excalibur: Do you believe the board sees itself as a peer group to the seven 
million residents of Ontario?
Cunningham: I would think they are a peer group. We all come from pretty 
diverse backgrounds and we certainly have very different opinions I can 
assure you. We have some very heated discussions about decisions. I do 
think we represent a broad spectrum of the public. . .
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ANY DECOR OR BUDGETWe have on occasion called in members of the justice department to ad­
vise us of the legality of certain decisions we are going to make or maybe to 
look at a certain section of a film and advise us whether it’s within the 
criminal code of Canada or not. But even after we get that advice the 
decision is still up to us and the responsibility is ours. On other occasions we 
have called in members of the department of health to advise us on scenes 
we have seen in films depicting certain situations in hospitals, mental 
hospitals for instance. But apart from that I don’t think we get too involved.

Excalibur: What about the argument that if you abolished film censorship
£caausePo°fPbore5Sm? l° ^ theatrCS f°r Six months’ then st°P going

Cunningham: I’m inclined to think that this is true.

Excalibur: How do you reconcile that with your position here?

Cunningham : Well we still have to work within the criminal code of Canada. 
And certain acts are definitely taboo. It doesn’t take much imagination to 
visualize something that might happen on the screen and there’d be no 
question about getting a conviction in court.
Excalibur: So in that capacity you are essentially defending the movie 
producer and distributor?
Cunningham: Well, not defending. But I think we are good protection for 
them because I think that most of the films that have been submitted to this 
office and been given a certificate are reasonably free from any sort of 
harassment from police departments or officialdom. Now this doesn’t mean 
charge6 1CC can 1 act ^ey can still go in, seize a picture, and lay a

Excalibur: Has the board ever made a mistake?
Cunningham: Oh God, lots of mistakes. Yes . . . we’ve become more liberal 
over the years but we have to be nudged a little bit. It’s much easier to be 
pushed into a liberal position than to back up. Let’s say a situation occurs in 
a film we re not sure about so we decide to take a chance on it. And maybe 
we don t hear a damn thing about it and we figure we did the right thing so 
that ever after we don’t worry about a scene or situation like that But if 
we re subjected to a number of complaints in all probability the next time 
something like that turns up we’ll take a very close look at it. We'll be verv 
careful. s° we are being nudged in the direction the public wants us to go 
And we hope this is what we are doing. You know, reflecting what the public
Wail IS.
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Excalibur: You also are in control of all film advertising in 
What is your role in this regard with the department of most media, 

consumer affairs?
Cunningham : We have no relationship whatsoever. Ever since the office was 
started, the advertising campaign was considered as a package deal with 
the film. And a film is not released and never has been released until the 
advertising campaign has been submitted.
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Cunningham : That’s unfortunate. We had a number of complaints about that 
and we don t really have any control over it. But I think this department - 
not this branch — but the department of consumer affairs would have 
omethmg to say about that. As it stands we have no control over admission 

prices. They switched the prices right in the middle of a performance 
Excalibur: Do you get any complaints about the chauvinism of the cen­
sorship board One doesn’t need an armful of statistics to see that the board 
allows much greater female nudity than male.
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advanced level
Special attention is given to English speaking French 
teachers, to students of French literature and to 
people wishing to know more about Quebec

living accommodations
Rooms are available for men and women in students' 
residences or with French speaking families

activities
French Canadian life discovered through folksinging 
evenings, theatre visits, excursions into the typical 
Quebec countryside and sightseeing walks through 
historic old Montreal Facilities for sports activities.
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scholarships available
L'Universite de Montreal offers 8 scholarships of 
$275 each. Four of these scholarships will be awarded 
to English speaking students and four to students 
of French origin residing outside the Province of 
Quebec

L Univernte de Montreal is also a participating institution ,n 
the Federal-Provincial bursary program.
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may be with eliminations, like the Alberta board with A Clockwork Orange?*

Cunnmgham: Alberta has also banned Portnoy’s Complaint. But I feel 
whether it s right or wrong, that the distributor will cash in on all the 

Ca,n’ f,°r 1 (®el tl?ose Pictures will eventually be shown in Alberta.
I doubt if a situation like that would happen here. I’m pretty sure if it did 
happen there d be something wrong with this board. It’d be time for a 
change no matter what the age of the members
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