
'arr straightens out facts
lwant to take this oppor-
tyo clarify what has been

oled out to me to be a factual
ccracy in the U of A Yes to
iS cormmîtîee leaflet. The

~digsection is "Some of the
~Cfrom NUS/AOSC".

0ght the list of services is
,d accurate, the introduc-
rstate ment"Aa
~brship fee of $1 per student

ryear yo u can u se ..... is lo t

nlist of services provided
NUS/AOSC are for the

benefit of ail students, members
or flot. The statement would
more appropriately read "At a
membership fee of $1 per sludent
per year you can imp rove ..."1.

The recent affiliation of
NUS and AOSC means that the
lobbying efforts of NUScan now
also be used 10 improve the
quality and variety of services
provided by both affiliates of the
national student body.

Finally il should be pointed
out that in no way is the existence'
of the Canadian University

~e already belon g
The pamphlet published by
-yes to NUS Committee"

.g somne of the serivces from
SjsAoSC is misleading as far
NUS! AOSC applies 10 the U
,.WC are at present a member
AOSC (Assoc. of Student
tîcils) and do NýOT at the

nhave 10 become a

be f NUS (National Un-

!Kurley
Iwas a bit surprised to see

bod new slogan on Brian
urley's campaign posters,
resentîng the silent ma-
y"That slogan raised a few
tions inl my mi, such as:
(1) When did the silent
Wty start voting?
(2) The last person who
cd to represent the silent

krty was Richard Nixon.
anybody remnemrber what

pned to him?
(3) Is 0' Kurley sure he's not

menber of the Liberal
ocrats?

Jim McElgunn
Arts Il

OSC is for
udents
It was with some interest

t 1 read the front page story
FHday about the Canadian
versity Travel Service office
ning. l'in sure that the CUTS
,opening this,week will be a

live addiion to student life
he U of A. Inexpensîve
eni travel is only one of
y services provided by
SA OSC through Canadian
Fesity Travel Service. Those
'ces are directed by students
tudens. It only makes sense

1that the new Canadian
Versty i ravel Office will be
much sensitive to the needs
of A students.
t is unortunate though,
You neglected 10 mention in
tory that AOSC& and
onal Union of Students are
(ed. That affiliation means
,studens in Canada can
de themselves recrealional
s and representalion in

cwa, through one affiliated
nal body.
Ibope this serves to clear Up
COfllusion about NUS and
C for your paper and the
ils of the U of A.
btter national student

cooperation
Robert Lauer

Cboard of directors
member

& NUS treasurer

Oe: The U of A is a member
Oiaio,2 of Student Coun-
ûesuof ourjoining prior

~lrganjzatgkn's officiai
ijon wizh NUS last Oc-

ion of Students) in order to
retaîn the benefits of
membership in AOSC, benefits
of a service nature such as
reduced rates for air travel, etc.
NUS is the political aspect of the
national body formed by the
recent amalgamation of NUS
and AOSC, with AOSC retain-
ing ils service orientation. To
repeat my concern, this
pamphlet was misleading in that
it indicated the U of A had tojoin
NUS in order to obtain benefits
of a service nature which we
actually already are entitled 10
receive by virtue of our existing
membership in AOSC.

Roy Smith
Law Il

Issues al
wrong!

l've been following the
Students' Union elections and
l've yel 10 find a candidate who
can seriously address aIl the
issues concerning students.,No
candidate has come up with
proposais for countering the
Grantham Report. This docu-
ment has serious implications for
university funding.

Also another issue that is
important that the candidates
have failed 10 address is housing
for students. Housing that is
available at a reasonable cost is
important to students. Who is
going t0 address these issues?

Darryl Fleming
Arts 2

Travel Service office, even
though il is a venture of AOSC,
the services affiliate of NUS,
dependent upon the outcome of
this membershîp referendum.

Though the U of A is a
member of the services affiliate
of NUS/AOSC, expansion and
improvement of the services
provided by AOSC are in many
ways dependent upon the U of A
and other students associations
building a stronger national
student body by joining NUS.

1 hope that this serves 10
clear up any misundersîanding
that the error in the leaflet may
have caused.

Jeff Parr

NUS western fieldworker

Ekelund
strikes a gain!.

1 would like 10 set the record
straight regarding the Federa-
lion of Alberta Studénts referen-
dum debate at counicil last Tues-
day.

1) There was not a referen-
dum 10 leave FAS last year - it
was a referendum 10 increase the
fee argued on the basis thal FAS
could not be truly effective at ils
low funding level.

2) 1 have been informed
that rumors were circulaling
prior 10 the meeting that the only
reason 1 put the FAS motion
forward was a nefarious plot 10
get aIl the N US leaders (l assume
they meant the BNL) 100 busy on
a FAS referendum 10 gel NUS
passed. As usual, the socialisîs
gîve me credît- for more
deviousness than 1 possess, while
attacking my integrity and
motives rather than those of the
issue- of whether there are
changes and problems in FAS
that require we rethink our
membership. 1 don't subvert my
principles for "the higher cause"
(1 voted for in the NUS referen-
dum, remember?) of having or
not having NUS and FAS and 1
think an apology may be due --
although 1 guess l'Il neyer know
which member of the Brave New
Left (BNL) thought up this
rumor.

M.W. Ekelund
VP Academic

National support for NUS
I am writing in regards to

your forthcoming- referendum
that will give your student body
the choice of becoming members
of the National Union of
Students.

As one of the only two
member institutions of Alberta,
We wouîd like 10 stress the
importance of a national lobby
group and encourage your sup-
port for this referendum. We feel
that NUS has reflected the
interests of not only Alberta but
Western Canada in their
representation on the national
level.

Western Canada is current-
ly represented by 15 institutions

As president of the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg Students'
Association, a member of the
National -Union of Students, I
wish 10 encourage U of A
Students 10 gel involved wilh the
current debate dealing- with
membership in NUS.

1 am sure that with the
proper presentation of the facts
regarding bolh NUS as it is andpotential services, membership
will be unanîmously considered a
wise move. NUS is presently
providing an admirable service
to students in Canada, despite
the fact that fewer than haîf of
the Canadian post-secondary

in the National Union of
Students. Out of the eight-
member Central committee,
Western Canada is represented
by six committee members. In
light of the above, 1 would say
that any concernis of eastern
domination are unfounded.

In conclusion, 1 would agaîn
encourage you 10 support this
referendum that will extend the
representation of both your
student body and the Western
Provinces at the national level.

Patricia l)ortch
President

Students' Union
University of Lethbridge

students are members. With
increasing membership, NUS's
work in providing information
resources, fieldwork, and lob-
bying will be greatly enhanced.
Furîhermore, NUS provides
essenlial financial and lobbying
support for AOSC, the national
student service organîzation.

1 have been involved with
NUS for over three years. 1
recognize il as a truly national
orgnzto with practical ser-
vices and realistic goals. 1 en-
courage aIl University of Alberta
students 10 vole YES 10 NUS. ç,,

Harvey Thorleifson
President'

U. W.S. A.

Second wind.
An occasional column of opinion by Gateway

s 1affe rs.

Custom is the teacher thal has always drawn the most
diciples, right? And il may be customary for students aI the U of A
10 be underwhelmingly responsîve 10 political issues. This is a
common theme. Joe Clark raged about apathy in his editorials
when he was Gaie way editor in 1959, and if the turnoul 10 last
November's Great Debate between president Hume and chairman
Schlosser is an indication of student concern, we can safely
conclude that despite the colorful moments of yelling "bulishit" al,
an ignominous-looking Peter Lougheed, the days of apalhy are
still with us.

This wouldn't be so distressing if il weren't for the fact that
where there is apathy ithere is also a temptation among the
proponients -of an idea 10 folîow yet another political custom and
siander their opposition. This is what may take place in the debate
on the upcoming referendum on U of A membership in the
National Union of Students (NUS). Should we expect more from
thoses Ieading the conîroversy in this batlle - the bland Ieading the
bland?

The pro-NUS committee has already been accused of
distorting facîs by suggesting in their leaflets that services now
supplied 10 the U of A by the organuzalion's affiliate Association
of Student Council (AOCS) are dependent on U of A membership
in NUS. This may well be distortion on the part of the pro-NUS
commnittee since services such as the recenlly-opened AOSC travel
office in SU B wîll not be removed if the U of A rejects NUS, even
though the pro-N US leaflet implies the service is part of theSi1 per
student referendumn package. However, N US and AOSC, recently
moved to combine their respective memberships, leaving the U of
A in the tenuous position of drawing services from the
NUS/ AOSC organization without espousing the body's political
goals. The U of A wilI probably not be able 10 receive the servi-es
provided by the AOSC indefinitely if it continues 10 reject NUS.

The anti-NUS committee, on the other hand, appears to be
hot 10 trot. They have dug down 10 the annals of Alberta political
thought and scooped up what may well be the lwo oldest and most
boring fears in Alberta stream of unconsciousness- Eastern
domination and creeping socialism.

The first fear is easily dismissed since almost haif of the NUS
membership is from Western Canada, and the organization has a
central committee composed of provincial delegates designed 10
spread out represenlation.

The second criticism, that NUS is dominated by a left wing
bias, is aI least a slight distortion and at worst, clear mud-
slinging . A bill posted by NUS opponients quotes apassage from
the NUS Blue Book which reads "it may be obvîous 10 anyone
who analyzes it accurately that our unemployment is a direct and
inherent product of our capitaîist system" - the poster leaves il 10
the reader to wonder if he wants the U of A 10 belong to an
organization which would make such a barefacedly atrocious
statement. However, the bill neglects 10 point out that the passage
is lifted, quite out of context, from an appendix in the Blue Book
entitled "Leaflets and Pamphlets" which is basicalîy a technical
analysis of propaganda - what il is, how it is written, how 10
recognize il.

Anti-NUSorganizer Stephen Kushner says he thinks the
organization has a definite left-wing bias, since il has urged
government 10 create enough jobs for everyone who wants 10
work. Doesn't Kushner realize full employment has been policy of
numerous governiments in the past, including the Liberal Trudeau
government which finally abandoned the goal after repeated
failure? Jobs for everyone is a policy that has even been recently
advocated by the Pope.

Even il the organization has a left-wing bias it can't be se severe
that the U of A shouîd reject membership. After aIl, NUS has a
representative on the federal government's National Youlh
Advisory Council and it has recently been requested 10 select
student representatives 10 the Canadian Consumer Council under
the Ministry of Consumer and Corporate Affairs. It is even
endorsed by Joe Clark, who, despite his conservatismn, looks past
the red-baiting and views the organization for what il is - a
national voice for students.

The anti-NUS people oppose the structure of the organiza-
lion which they feel, in ils proportional represenlation, is
dominated by Ontario institutions. Il is up 10 the NUS opponients
10 show that the structural problems are so severe Ihat they
override the essential need for U of A representation at the
national level. They should also demonstrate that the challenge of
joining the organîzalion and -trying 10 change il from within, if
necessary, wouîd be fruîtîess. Any organization is only as left-wing
or righî-wing or regionally-oriented as ils democratically-elected
members make il.

A word on the posters. Do n't kid yourself; posters, headlines
and edilorials for that malter are always biased. The Yes-NUS
poster, a carefully consîructed, professional piece of work, leans 10
the left. A graphic consideration, no doubt. The No-NUS poster
uses the overworked line, "NUS'ý is not for us", but adds the
qtuestion, "Would you pay- $1 9,000 for three lelters, NUS?-
well, in time, with the postal rates... . AleYon
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