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ALL THINGS CONSIDERED
By PETER McARTHUR

H AS anyone ever figured out in ohms, watts, volts, horse-power
or whatever units of measurement should be used, the exact

energy of, an aduit conscience? The question is asked because
the few consciences that have gîven public exhibitions of their
power have deait with such trifling matters. Last week a man's con-
science forced him to send eighty cents to the Customs Department
in Toronto and the fact was brought out that the largest suin ever
received in this way was thirty dollars., This may give some people
the comifortable conviction that men are flot given to cheating the
government or one another of large amounts, but it niay really mean
that consciences do flot act where sums greater than thirty dollars
are involved. If the muck-rakers tell true there are malefactors of
great wealth now living who would unbalance trade, m 'ake the finan-
cial centres feverish and precipitate panics if their consciences ever
developed enough power to make them disgorge their stealîng's. It is
just possible, however, that the operations of a conscience may be
hampered by the diversity of its activities. If it be true that con-
science makes cowards of u 's ail it may be that the eminently guilty
are afraid to make restitution. *To be Éruly penitent is to be found
out. There is certainly need of further investigation regar 'ding con-
sciences. If we are to have thein at ail we should have ones that are
capable 'of meeting the needs of a strenuous age.

Suffering Husband (on Christmnas Eve)-Here are a hundred
dollars for you.

Suffragette Wîfe-Is this a present or conscience money?

A few days ago I received a letter fromn a Canadlian journalîst
who was giving me good advice. He wrote:

"Do not make the mistake of thinking that personai journalismi
can be practised in Toronto as it is ýin New York and London. In
those places you can have your, say about a public man and the
chances are a thousand to one that you will neyer meet him. ,In
Toronto it is different. The man you write about may be your neigh-
bour at dinner the day the article is published.

"Some time. ago, I wrote a character sketch of a distinguishied
Canadian for an Ameérican paper. I thought and still think the article
was unduly flattering. My subject thought otherwise. A few days
after its publication I was standing in the rotunda of a leading hotel
when, as the nature-fakirs say, 'I felt that I was being watched.'
Turning round I found the subject of my sketch regarding me with a
bilious eye. Although we had met he made no sign of recognition
and having heard his opinions I signalled for none. As he is a much
larger man thani I arn I kept on turning round until I had resuinied
mny original position. Then 1 went away from there."

A word to the wise, etc., etc. If at any tim~e I feel moved to
speak of Canadian public men I shail do so in festival terms.

A .suiccessful mani is one wvho wants more than his share and'
g-ets ItL

The British elections are being discussed with fervour in every
part of Canada and the resuit is bounid to he excellent. Not only
are we learning something about 'Imperial questions but we are
learning how to discuss political issues in the proper way. As the
a.ctors in the draina are merely naines to everyone except "J. A. M."
of the Globe and a few others, we have a chance to disctiss the prob-
lems involved without having our judgment cc>nfused by personal
sympathies. Few of us have drunk stone ginger beer with Lloyd-
Georze or n)laved gyolf with Mr.'Balfolir aidc nni~fvh Dwix 1im1ii-

under our tongues as if we understood it aiid'weigh the issues
academic severity. In our home' politics we are cons.tantly 1
influenced by the fact that the candidate once slapped us on the
and called us by our first narne. Moreover, it is hard to consi
question impartially when the man who is expounding it is ma
to a second cousin'of one's wife. If we profit as we should b,
present opportunity and a home election cornes on before we
forgotten the lesson we have learned, we may be able to appt
our own problems with due circumspection.

The unification of the Empire will not be achieved by dra
the Colonies dloser but by spreading Great Britain wider: by sce
ing bler needy legions to the waiting lands of plenty.

The illustrated papers, both. daily and weekly, are giving pr
nence to a type of man who has hitherto languished in obscurity
is only just to the papers to say that they do this unintentionally
when the camera man is taking a snapshot of Sir Jingo McBore,
Strutwell, Mr. Whatawad and other prominenti 'itizens in the a'
'laying a corner stone or starting a 'hockey match, there are alwa
number of men in the picture whose naines are not given. Theý
not among those mentioned as being present. They are not
prominent enough to figure among the "also rans,"-yet they mnaý
to crowd t heinselves into the picture. As a rule they are well-grýoo
men, thin-faced and aggressive-looking, but who they are no0
seems to know. They doubtless enjoy seeing themseives so pr,
nently displayed and derive much satisfaction froin it in the bos
of their families. It is perhaps as well that they are enabled to grt
their vanity in this way., If they were not they would probably
into the papers in the advertising pages, figuring as men Who
been cured of something and so help to mislead hypochondriacs.
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