
CANADIAN COUIER.

The Babylonian Tendency.

C AN 'it be. that the sins of Nebuchadnezzar and
Belsbazzar have been reproduced in a new
formi by the builders and users of the luxurious

passenger ships of these days? Is our punishment
the same as theirs, because we too have mun contrary
to natural and divine laws?

Nebuchadnezzar the King made an image of gold
and commanded ail to worship it.' Belshazzar gave
an impiaus feast to a thousand of bis lords. They
thought their'human desires and human ambitions
were of supreme importance. So we who build big
ships have substituted card rooms, wine rooms and
titîvating parlours for life-boats because we thought
our pleasures of supreme importance.

This is flot a sermon, but underlying the history
of the Jewish race as told in the Old Testament
there is muiich eulogy of common-senise and humility
and rmuch condenationi of vain-glory and self-in-
dulgence he Jeish peoples learned their lessons
slowly an panully, and every succeeding genera-
tion of Jew or Gen-ti le bas made a similar blotted
record. Even to-day the theatre e1xits and fire-
escapes only came after several theatre bolocausts
which shocked us into sensibility for a few moments.
So, safie sbips upon the ocean will now come after
one of the greatest punisbments ever infiicted upon

WVho, tien, is to, blame? Tbe man wbo desîgned
and huilt tbe Titanic, the man wbo'ordered the most
iniviting and expenisive meal ever served aboard an
ocean liner, or we the public wbho blindly follow.
wbiere pleasure and excitement lead? We are to
blamne, we wboe mourn thec brave men who, went s0
nobly to an uinneccssary and untimnely 'death, we
who gather up their bodies f rom tbe crests of the
waves and bury tbem again with great lamentations.

We shouild net blame Captain Smith, nor Presi-
(lent Ismiay. nor tbe designier, nor tbe builder, nar
the banikers who finianced the leviathan. It is our
owni ignorance, our own selfisbness, our own desire
ta spend the easily-gained wealth of the North
American continent. It is our own selfishness, our
own failure to realize that we have a greater destiny
than tbat of pursuing our own happiness and our
own delights.

"They drank wine and praised the gods of gold,
and of silver, of brass, cf wood, and of stone."

Madnesa of Bignesa.AGAIN we. have proof of the folly of our mad-
ness for bigness. The world is building big
cities-and big cities are a curse. The world

is building high buildings, and higli buildings are a
curse. The world i8 erecting huge combines anid
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Every man is judged by tbe size of bis business,
the size of his bank account, and even the size of
bis automobile. It is not so muci the qu*estian of
bis character, of bis unselfishness, of bis bonesty,
as it is the size of his worldly success.

As we judgemen, so we judge our "creations"-
railway systems, baniks, circuses and steamsbips.
This is an age of superlatives in speech, in industry
and in commerce. Haven't I read somewhere of a
Canadian factory whicb advertises "The greatest
fPoor cloth factory in the British Empire." Could
anytiing be more absurd?.

Why blame the Wbite Star Line for building sucb
big steamboats? They only did wbat the rest of
us are doing. Even the newspapers who criticize
are sacrificing their virtue and their nobility in a
mad rush for circulation and notoriety.

Progreas and Reason.ONE may protest against the mad rush for big
ness and yet have an optimistic belief in th
progress of the human race. The world i~

making progress, but in some parts of the world
the progress is modest and reasoinable and in others
iÎmmoderate and rasb.

For example, Toronto bas been making stead3
progress for ten years without any signs of a boom
Now the town is being over-run witi real estait
agents who are buying up ail the farms wîthin ter
miles of the city liits and sub-dividing them for
the "benefit"' of tbe public. That these people ar
appealing ta the middle and lower class people
whose investment knlowledge is limited, is -showi
by the fact that the higgest advertisements ýof thi~
kind appear in IFridayevening's and Saturday morn,
inig's papers in order tci catch Saturday aftemno'oî
inivestors. The saine migit be said of several othe
Canadian cities whose future progress is assured
but wiose present progress is being~ discounted b~
meni who cain9ot wait.

Again, danadian chartered banks are ail doin~
well. Their profits have grown steadily. Ye tha

io just reason wny a DaIUC sco11ui ereC[
1 thousand dollar building in a small cit2

twenty-five thousand dollar building wouli
luate and reasonable.
truti is that Canada's'suiccess has almos
our beads,. just as the succèss of big steamer
rîied ta turn the heads of the steaînshij
and buikiers. This country is sure ta grov
during -the -next ten years, but that is n
whý real estate on Yonge St., Toronto, o
berine St., Montreai, or Main St., Winnipeg
double ini price every six montis.
tda will avoid "'bad tiînes" only by keepin
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e That Ye Be Not Judged.

T HE case of Major Peuchen, J. Bruce
and others saved from ti-e. Titanic, bas

e up conflicting' feelings and sentiments ie
ada. Some of tiese sentiments are not cre
to, the good sense of tie people. Because

sPeuchen is an officer and a yachtsman, bis
-tbînk he might have had less ta say whien the
ipapiers secured an interview with him. The

r attitude towards Mr. Ismay is muci more cr
ýPersonally, I think- the public are not jutsti

Stheir criticism. Major Peuchen's conduct se
have been quite natural. Hle realizeci, as few

g on the Titanic realized, tiat the vessel was nm
t wounded. As a yachtsman he was well acqi
s witi the use of a small boat and wien ord<

Dtake bis place in one he naturally accepted the
e tunity witbout fear. Perhaps he did say soel

.,which were better left unsaid, but th7e exp
a was unusual and Major Peuchen was talý
y friends. Nothing that he did justifies the
d brutality oi the attacks ta which he bas beý

jected. Even if he had done wrong, there i5
t thing inhuman in the means wbich evil-mind
s ungenerous persons havec taken ta make himi
p famiîly unhappy.
Vr As for Mr. Ismay, he was condemned bel
0 was heard both by the Senate Committee of
r tigation and a portion of the public. The lai

~,dence lias revealed the exceptional circuin
uinder which aIl those concerned were calle

g ta think anrd to act.

prîces normal and reasonable. If the present gau
keeps up, there will be some lamentations a fe
years hence.

Just a Few Facts.

N OW for a f ew f acts of our head-turning pr
gresýs.^ During the year ending March 31h
there arrived in Canada 354,237 immîgrafl

This was a gain of 14 per cent., as compared Wi
1910-11. If we continue to gain citizens ait th
accelerated pace, we shail get 400,000 during I
next twelve months, 456,000 in the next and 0V

500,000 in the year ending March 2lst, 1915.
During the twelve months ending February 29t

Canada imported gaods valued ait $537,000,000,;
increase of twenty per cent. over the previaus twel'
mcntls. This isa new record, but one which w
prebably be broken again this year. We are st
in t1Fe railway building era and we are big importe,
We are duplicating the fancy feats which the Unit,
States performed when passing tbrough a simil
pcriod of construction. During the same period, %
exported only $285,000,000 worth of goods, showi"
that we paid in cash or credit for a balance of tra
against us of $250,000,000. It wîll ' take some pro
to pay that sort of bill every year.

But while we were paying this little quarter b
lion item, we managed to put one hundred and s
million dollars in the baniks. In other words,d
posits in the chartered banks were $937,000,000
March 3lst, 1912, as against $831,000,000 on Mar
3lst, 1911. No wonder we are getting infiated ,%,
the notion that we are the most wonderfui peOI
con earth.
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