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IN THE PUBLIC VIEW
TH E liead of the GonservativeT Executive Committee for

< tlie Province of Quebec is
one of the strong cliarac-

ters in politics. Sir Alexander
Lacoste lias somewhat reversed the
ordinary process of evolution by
proceeding from the J3ench to the
Forum. He is an ex-Chief justice
of Quebec; and lie lias brought tlie
weight and judicial dignity of tlie
I3encli into politics. At first siglit
the. ex-Chief justice is flot im-
pressive. His foreliead is wrinkled
up, from the brows to tlie centre;
down, from tlie front elevation of
his skull. Tlie corrugations meet
in an apex, leaving two V sliapes,
fuillof fine lines of thouglit, extend-Sir Alexander Lacoste ing to tlie ears. The whole is over-
topped by a sliiny b'ald liead. Wliat'liair is left is of iron gray. Tlie eyebrows are hlf circles in strawcolou r, now uplifted, again expanded, according to tlie upward ordownward direction of bis gaze.' Tlie eyes themselves are mild, butfearless, in their gaze. Tliey contain tlie idea of a bra in, botli skilledand massive. Massive liardly gives the mneaning; ponderous, perhaps,would better convey tlie impression. Tlie mouth is large, compressionof the lips being absent, almost"painfully so. -But there is a tighteningof the liuge j»aws. Tlien one sees the full pose of massivê liead, tliedecision, tlie firmness, tlie capacity for discreet and tactful domination.Whatever else thle man's mouth may speil it is neitlier weakness niorvacillation. The bead rests, not ungracefully, on a pai1r of powerfulshoulders, One may, perhaps, wisli tlie neck were longer. The figureis short, tliick-set, stocky and flot altogether free fromn corpulency.

When Sir Alexander stands, hie bends slighitly forward. Rishands are in lis pockets. He
thoughtfully gazes straiglit ahead. 4W
He speaks slowly, con'vincingly-'1
one knows lie is in earnest; and
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number of dock properties. Six steamship companies are involvedin the merger. The dock propeýrties are at Hamilton, Montreal andSault Ste. Marie.

M/ R. B. E. WALKER,
AApresident of the Cana-

dian Bank of Com-
merce, lias aroused some
speculative criticism down
East by lis remarks con-

-cerning tlie Tercentenary at
Quebec. Mr. Walker is a
member of the National
Battlefields Commission ap-
pointed by the Canadian
Government to look after
tlie major business of tliis
celebration. Down in Hali-
fax tlie other ,day Mr.
Walker was credited witli
the statement that the Que-
bec Tercentenary would not
be merely a Canadian but an
Imperial celebration; tliat
the centre of the Empire
would for tlie moment be
shifted to the St. Lawrence. Mr. Byron E. Walker
Mr. A rmia nd Lavergne 

ePieMnbrought tliis up in the House of Commons and asked tlih rmeMnister wliat it nxight mean. The Premier replied tliat Mr. Walker liadno Governnient autliority for any sucli statement. Tlie probabilityseems to be tliat tlie suggestion credited to, Mr. Walker emanated inpart at least from Earl Grey, wlio in a conversation with that gentle-man niot long ago in Ottawa made the remark that Caniada militsome day become the effective seat of Empire. Mr. Walker lias alîsogiven bis opinion regarding the boan made by the Government toý thebanks for tlie mioving of the crops last faîl. H1e justifies the loan onthe ground that Canladian crop conditions are sucli that a large bulk of
crop money is needed at one time,
and is not spread over a -large part
of the year as is the case witli
countries having a great variety
of staple crops maturing at differ-
ent seasons of the year.

T lHE new Chief justice of New
-1Brunswick - Hoii. F. E.
Barker-lias been honoured

by bis countrymen by a banquet
in St. John, in recognition ofhis recenlt elevation to the Chief
Justiceship in succession to Chief
justice Tuck. Judge Barker is one
of the most prominent men in bis
province-prominent by force of
character, public attainments andi


