
number of Fenians in the vicinity of St. Albans never exceeded 2,000 men, and that
3,000 would be a fair allowance for thse assembled at Potsdam, Malone, and the
surrounding country.

The men have been represented to me.as having, many of them, served in the late
civi vaÉ in the Unifed Statés, to .have had a considerable amount of small arms of a
goed and efficient description. .I have-not heard of their possessing any artillery, and I
am informed that they were deficient in the supply of ammunition, and totally destitute
of all the other equipments of an organized force.

-XFhey appear. to have relied very much on assistance from the inhabitants of the
province,, as the. force which invaded Fort Erie brouglit with them, as I am told, a large
quantity of spare arms to put into the hands of the sympathizers whom they expected to
join them. .

I have in my former despatches noticed thé measures which wete adopted by the
Provincial Government, in order to place at the disposal of 'the Lieutenant-General
commandingHer Majesty's forces the provincial resources available for defence both by
land and water..

The Reports of the officers of the arny and volunteers, which I transmit, will acquaint
you with the manner in which these means were used by the officers in command.

I atu h'appy to beý able to bear my tribute to the elirgy and good faith exhibited :by
the American Government and its officials in checking all infraction of international
obligations on the part of any portion of its' citizens from the moment that it became
evident that an invasion of the Province bylthe Fenians had actually taken place. The
determination of the Government of the United States to stop the transportation of men
and supplies to the places of assembly rendered evën temporary success on the part of
the Pemians impossible, while the large forces which the Lieutenant-Genetal.conimanding
was able to concentrate on each of the pointà threatened, had the -effect of deterring
from au attack the portion of the conspirators who had already arrived at their- places of
rendeÉvòus.

.No invasion in force occurred, except at Fort Erie, a slight incursion took place at a
place called at St. Armand, about thirteen miles from.'St. John's, on the borders of the
County of Missisquoi, which ended in the capture of about sixteen prisoners without any
lo On oui' side,

The latest accounts I lave received announced that the men who had congregated at
the different points of assembly were being transmitted to their homes at the expense of
thé Govei'nment of the United States, most of the leaders having been arrested and held
to bail to ânswer for theii conduct. .

Althou gh deplore the loss which the Volunteer force engaged on the 2nd June, at
Llihastorì Ridgë, has süff'ered amountéd to six killed and thii-ty-one wounded, I think it
is a hiatter fôi· congratulation that a movement which might have been so formidable
has collapsed-with so small an amount of loss, either of life or property.

I think it is also a source of satisfaction that such strong proofs have been afforded
of the spirit which änimates the Canadian people, of. their loyalty to the Throne, of their
appreciatioti of thë trëe institutions under which they live, and of their readiness at all
times to prove theit señe of the alue of those institutions by ineurring expense and
persôtiil risk in the defenèe of them.

T1hé peiiod of the yéar at -which the people has.beeù called on to make these. sacri-
fiets of tifie by serving in the Volunteer ranks has been the most inconvenient that could
be selcted, yet.e have never heard a murmur from any quarter at the necessity for
suspending industrial occupation involving the risk of losinga whole:-year's production,
while I häàé ïeéeivêd information of a good deal of disconten on the ýpart of those who
weté aaXiôd to give theif services, but whose presence in the .ranks wts n>t;e'onsidered
nédéssary. -

S I havé tô eip·ess miy vêry high sense of the services performed by Leutenant-
General Sir J. ichel and the officers under his command in the able'disposition of the
trbps bòtli reglât ùad vôlùnteers. -The officers of the Royal Navy stationed at Quebee
and Montreal deserve the highest credit for the rapidity with which they extemporized
guih-bdats for the. defenee bf the St. Lawrence and the Lakes.

1 hävé aIready.jpoken of the admirablespirit displayed by the Volunteer forces both
officers and men. I have every reason to believe that.their conduct as regards discipline
and ordel hâs ënitled thièn to as much commendation as does their spirit of patriotism.

* and self-relianxce.
I desire particularly to bring beford your notice the ability and energy exhibited by

Coloel Maedoûgall; Ad tantGeneal òf 1I'ilitia, with a' vieW to hà*ing his servi'es
spëÀaiy ihintiehièd t& fls RohYl Hinss the Cominrabdér-in-Chiif.


