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Poultry Chat

\ H. E. Vialoux, Sturgeon Creek, Man.

Below Zero Winter Laying at the
Manitoba Agricultural College,
St. Vital

Each brooder house has a chick run
leading from it, which is seeded to al-
falfa in the fall. As soon as the frost
is out to the ground the grass shoots

Yes, I went out there one cold day up and when sunny Spring weather has
in early January, 38 below zero, that come to stay the young chicks are let
morning, and had the hardihood to ask out on the green grass which they
the obliging attendant to show me the eagerly devour. There are double runs
winter layers at work, and he did so! to each pen, therefore there is an un-

The long ‘row of ‘houses were decid- failing supply of pasture for the early
edly cold with cotton fronts and plenty chicks. Sometimes the birds are unable
of windows, perhaps 15 to 20 below to keep down the growth which is then
zero inside, but the busy hens were not clipped. At 6 weeks of age these

in the least chilled. brooder chicks can be moved into a

Pen after pen of White Leghorns and ¢olony house where the runs are much

Barred Rocks were inspected and in larger. There is no less than 12 acres

nearly every pen I found the hens ©f land used in the colony house runs

strictly “on the job,” in their useful &t tl!e Co]le_ge, where hundreds of chicks
trap-nests, cheerfully performing a win- flourish durlng the summer. These runs
ter “lay” with many a cackle 30 Leg- are sgeded to’/whea.t and oats and peas
horns and 25 Barred Rock hens are kept and birds are kept in these houses until
in each laying pen and no gentlemen ready for their winter quarters. The
allowed on the premises. The pens are Poultry buildings and small runs _oc-
cheaply made of double boards, the C€UPy another ten acres at St. Vital,
ceilings packed with straw, with slats making 22 acres altogether, devoted to
laid across, and the floors made of con- the raising of more and better poultry
crete covered with a litter of short for our province.

straw, ten inches deep, which is only  Prof. Herner is engaged upon the
changed every two months—so dry and v‘.’ork of gettmg_ out 1.:hree new bu]‘le-
free from moisture are these houses, I tins on poultry in all its phases, which
noted that the best laying pens had no @re to be published for use this spring.
hallway at the back of them—but XLhese useful bulletins can be secured
simply opened one into the other a iree of charge upon application to ?r.of.
dozen or so in a house. The hallway Herner, M.A.C, 8t. Vital. Promising
creates a dangerous draught and no myself another visit to this beautiful
fowl will do well in a draughty atmos- College when incubation was in full
phere. swing T faced the bitter wind back to

‘A very simple circular trap-nest is the waiting street car at the corner.
used at the college and all layers are Note—February is not too soon to be
trap-nested and a record kept;  no ©on the alert for a good well bred male
small task where several hundred hens. bird in the poultry yard.
are wintered. The birds look . quite . -
smart with their celluloid legbands in
'different colors, which are plainly
stamped with each bird’s number., g

The laying stock is all fed the same  Protein is.@ large constituent in the
ration; good wheat in litter, ‘cracked make up of milk, flesh and bones.
oats in a feedhopper always before the Consequently dairy cows and young
hens, a warm mash once a day about growing animals of all kinds Tequire
I1 a.m., charcoal and grit and plenty more protein in their ration than.do
of buttermilk to drink—mo water is fattening animals, horses or oxen.

given at -all. Prof. Herner is a great A cow producing 50 Ibs. of milk a day
believer in crushed oats and buttermilk il need two and three-quarter pounds
as an egg producer, very little green f protein iin her food to supply the pro-
cut bone is fed at the College as these tein for the milk ‘alone. “When we take
birds are the breeders of the spring jnto consideration the: protein. content
time and are not stimulated to heavy of per body, a 50-lb. cow should get over
egg production in any way, however three pounds of digestible protein each
some of the pens of early April h7atched day. ,
pullets were producing 15 to 17 eggs y o i
per day the first week in January, which Au ﬁhne fpomt};l lnnfeé(_egmg b 1: to SI;P{’}]]Y
is surely a good record for 30 fowls. :ﬁ?mgl’o eaqr o sicl ‘:czln ot? ;nee {i
The pullets hatched in February and 2{1Ta’s requi 5"}:;“8“ 0 nof 0o mue
March were not doing much at all ow- stit nﬁt b t UPPly of any con-
ing to moulting. In a climate such as e 15 was e.. .
Manitoba, birds hatched too early are  Here is a case in which I have often
not profitable as winter layers, but come in contact: A farmer goes to town
make excellent breeders in the spring. to buy feed. He finds that one feed is
Five thousand birds were raised at the @ few dollars cheaper a ton than an-
College last season and Prof. Herner other. He buys it for that reason. The
and his staff intend to near double that cheap feed may have been the most
number this coming spring, starting the expensive on the market when results
incubator in the latter part of Febru- are considered.
ary and continuing until June 15th. Most feeds grown on the farm are
All preparations are made for the six deficient in protein. In buying feed
weeks short course in poultry raising, therefore we should aim to buy feed
which no doubt a great many young that will strengthen ‘the farm ration.
people are availing themselves of. Any That means a feed rich in protein.
beginner in poultry can gain more first Many used to buy bran for this purpose
hand~knowledge by such a course in but are now beginning to doubt its econ-
practical work than all the poultry omy. Bran has 12.8 per cent of protein,
literature in creation can teach him. ) .
The comfortably heated brooder houses protein. Compare prices and decide
at the College are at present occupied Which you can afford to buy.
by a very lusty looking lot of cockerels Three pounds of linseed meal would
and roosters, chiefly of the White Leg* supply sufficient protein to maintain an
horn and Barred Rock breeds. In fact animal. From the amount of milk that
these two breeds, ome a regular egg the cow is giving, the additional amount
machine and the other a perfect utility requiréd to meet all her demands can
bird are prime favorites at the College. then be figured out. Of course, however
A few Buff' Orpingtons are kept, and one would not supply all the proteiz;:
some “’dottes” and “Reds.” from the linseed meal. Cotton seed, too
The brooders, which are used .in these jg rich in protein. ’
brooding pens, are all heated by elec-
tricity and therefore a perfect tempera- hired man on a dairy farm where we
‘mr.e f9r the.health ol the ChICkil ;s were feeding bran, oats and home grown
maintained without any .tm“ble “'1?}; fodders.. I induced my employer to get
i The sm'oky. uncertain ]nn}p]\} ;{10 some cotton seed meal. We could see
worries the life of the amateur chicken difference in milk flow immediately.
raiser in an ordinary brooder. has had Lo
to take a back seat, as it were, and the Milk is 87 per cent water. Hence a
time is coming when these electric good supply of water and not too cold
brooders will henused on the small farm is one Qf thocﬁr:_t essentials in success-
plant, where electric light is available. ful feeding of dairy cattle,

- Feeding Hints

A few years ago T was working as a

but oil cake meal has 30.4 per cent of -

atetish- WISCONSIN INCUBATOR CO., Box 200, Racine, Wis., U. S. A_ |
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You always get a perfect job
with “Empire” Corrugated Iron

It’s made from tried and proven metal. -
‘Every sheet is true and straight, Every sheet |
is absajutely uniform and snug fitting.

‘“‘Empire’” Iron is corrugated by immensely
powerful up-to-date machines, ensuring deep,
regular corrugations that guarantee strength,
weather protection and durability.

Corrugated iron, when is the onl
groper coverinF for the modern barn. It

re-proof, easily laid, needs no paint or repairs
and reduces your insurance.

When you use ‘‘Empire’’ brand you simply
car’t help doing a better, easier, quicker and
moresatisfactory job. It willpay youtowrite to-
day and tell us yourbuilding or repairing plans. [
We’ll quote you prices that will open your eyes.

80 Brickaced Sdng sndererrito  shosmett
METALLIC ROOFING CO., LTD,

Manufacturer: 797 Notre Dame Ave., Winnipeg

|
|

— |
= WAW
N\

THERE is one feature of the Oliver tractor
gang which it does not share with any other

plow made. Each complete gang of over six

bottoms, no matter how large, is built up of

small sections. These sections are made in four, five,

and six-bottom sizes joined together in gangs, to make

up any size of plow desired. The joining is flexible,

and this flexible joining enables the Oliver tractor

ganf plow, of any number of bottoms, to follow the lay ot

the land and plow it all to an even depth, no matter how roll-

ing it may be. As a test, a 55-base anﬁ was made up, plowing

a furrow 64 feet 2 inches wide and the plowing done was as even

in depth as though done with a plow of regulation size. it

Whether you plow with a tractor or use horses, whether yous.
work demands a gang, sulky, or walking R}ow, the Oliver is the
?low for you to buy. See the nearest McCormick local agent

or catalogues and full information, or write to the nearest
branch house, ‘ ;

N |
Fe =$13.90
Mgy 130-Egg Incubator and Brooder P=* $13.90
— n SRR, -
P} 1f ordered together we send both machines foronly $13.90 and we FREIGHT
pay all freight and duty charges to any R. R. station in Canada, D DUTY
We have branch warehouses inWinnipeg, Man. and Toronto,Ont. PAID
Orders shipped from nearest warehouse to your R. R. station,
Hot water, double walls, dead-air space between, double glass
doors, copper tanks and boilers, self-regulating. Nursery under
4 .., ©2g tray. Especially adapted to Canadi limate. Incubator and Brooder A
shipped complete with thermometers, lamps, e g testers—ready to use when you get them. Five
year guarantee—30 days trial. Incubators finis in natural colors showing the hfgh Cali-
fornia Redwood lumber used—not painted to cover inferior material. If you will eom ot
machines with others, we feel sure of your order. Don’t buy until you do this—you’ll save

—it pays to investigate before you buy. Remember our price of 813.90 is for both Incubator and T2
Brooder and covers freight and duty charges. Send for REE catalog today, or send in your order and save time.
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