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Poultry Chat
IL E. Viialoux, StUrgeon Creek, Man.

Below 'Zero Winter Lay'ing at the
Manitoba Agricultural College,

St. Vital

Yes, I wen-t out there one coid da,
in early January, 38 beiow Zero, tha
morning, and bad the hardihood ta as]
the obiiging attendant to show me th
winter layers at work, and he ds g

The long- row of 'houses were decid
edly coid witli cotton fronts and plenti
of windows, perhaps 15 ta 20 beiov

*zera insîde, but the busy liens were no-
in the least chilied.

Pen after pen of White Leghorns an:
Barred Rocks were inspected and ii
nearly every pen I found the heni
etrictly "on the job" in their usefui
trap-nests, cheerfully performing a win.
ter "lay" witli many a cackle 30 Leg-
horns and 25 Harred Rock liens are kepl
in each laying peu and no gentlemen
allowedon the premises. The pens are
cheaply made of double boards, the
ceilings packed with straw, with siats
laid acrase, a.nd the floors made of con-
crete covered with a litter of short
straw, ten iuches deep, whlch ia only
changed every two iionths-so dry and
free from moisture are these hauses. 1
noted that the best laying pens had no
Lhallway at the liack of them -but
simply opened one into the other a
dozen or so in a bouse. The haliway
creates a dangerous dranglit and no
fowl will do well in a draughty atmos-
phere.

A very simple circular trap-nest is
used at the coleége and ail layera aretrap-nested and a record kept; no
smali task ivhere several hundred liens
are wintered. The birds look, quite
smart witli their oelluloid leglianda in
different colors, which are ploinly
staniped with ecd bird's -number.

The laying stock is ail fed the sanie
ration; good wheat in litter, 'cracked
oats in a feedhopper always before the
bens, a warm mash once a day. about
il1 a.m., charcoal and grit and plenty
of liuttermilk ta drink--no water is
given at -al. Prof. Herner is a great
believer in crushed oats and buttermilk
as an egg producer, very little green
cut bane is fed at tbe, Coliege as these
birds are the breeders of the spriug
time and are not stimulated ta heavy
egg production in any way, however
saine of the pens of early April hatchedl
pullets were prodnciug 15 ta 17 eggs
per day the first week in January, which
is surely a good record for 30 fowls.
The pullets hatched in February and
Mardi were not doing mucli at ail ow-
ing to mouiting. In a climate sucli aa
Manitoba, birds batcbed tao early are

ziot profitable as wintcr layers, but
inake excellent lireeders in tic spring.
Five thousand birds were raised at the
College last season and Prof. HTerner
and lis staff intend ta near double tht
number this coming spring, starting.the
incubator in the latter part of Febru-
ary and continuing until June I5th.

AIl preparations are made for the six
-weeks short course in poultry raising,
which no doulit a great many young
people are availing themselves of. Any
eginner in poultry can gain more first

band-'knawledge by sucli a course in
practical work than ail the ponitry
literature 1in creation cani teacli bim.

The comfortably heated brooder bouses
ut the College are at present occnpied
by a veryr lusty Iooking lot of cockerels
and roosters, cbiefiy of the White Leg'.
Ibmn and Barred Rdck breeds. In fact-
tiiese two breeds, on1e a regular egg
machine and the other a perfect utiiity
bird are prime favorites at the College.
A few Buf Orpin-tons are kept, and
some "'dattes" and "'Reds."

The brooders, which are usedin these
brooding pens, aýe ail heated by elcc.
tricity and therefore a perfect temnpera-
tiîre for the bealth of the chicks is
niaintained without anv trouble what-
over. The smoky, uncertain Jamp whviceh
v orrnes the life of the amateur chieken
raîser in an ordinary brooder. lias had
to take a back seat. as it were. and the
time is coîning when these electric
brooders will be used on the srnall farmn
plant. wbere electrie liglit is avallable.

Each brooder hanse bas a cbick ru
leading from it, which is seeded toalai
faifa in the fal. As soon as the frost
ls out ta, the ground the grass shoots

>,y up and wbeu auuny Spripg weatber bas
Lt cames ta atay the young chicks are let
k out on the green grass wbich tbey
Le eageriy devour. There are double runs
j ta each pen, therefore there in an un-
[faiiing suppiy of pasture for the ebrly

y chicks. Sometimes the birds are unable
w ta keep down the growth wbich le then
,t elipped. At 6 weeks of age these

broader chicks can lie moved inte a
a eolony house wbere the rune are, much
Ilarger. Tiere le no leas than 12 acres
sof land used in the, coiony bouse rane
.at the College, wbere handreds of chicks
-fiourish during the summer. These rune
-are seeded toÔSvbeat aud oats and peas

and birds are kcpt in these bouses until
ready for their winter quarters. The
poultry buildings and smal ruse oc-

3cupy another ten acres at St. Vital,
making 22 acres altogether, devoted ta
the raising of more and better pouitry
for aur province.

Prof. Herner le engaged upon the
work of getting out three ncw bulle-
tins on poultry in ail ita phases, whl-eh
are to lic publisbcd for use this apring.
These useful bulletins canulic securcd
free of charge upon application ta Prof.
Renier, M.A.C., St. Vital. Promising
myseif another visit ta this beautiful
<Jollege when incubation was in full
swing I faced the bitter wind liack ta
the waiting atreet car at the corner.

Note-February is not too soon ta lie
ou the alert for a good well bred maie
bird in the poultry yard.

Feeding Hints

Pro t ein isA large constituent in the
make up of mille, flesh and lianes.
Consequeutly ,iry cows and young
growing animaIe of ail kinds tequire
more protein in their ration than. do
fattening animais, horses or oxené.

A cow producing 50 Ilio. f- milk a day
wili need two and three-quart,,r pounde
of protein -iu lier food ta suppiy the pro-
tein for tic milk'alone. 'Wbeu wc take
into consideration the- protein. content
of lier bady, a 50-lb. cow sbould get over
tliree pounds of digestible protein each
day.

A fine point iu feeding le ta eupply
enougi of each constituent ta nicet the
animal's requirement and not too much
of any one. Over supply of any con-
stituent is waste.

Hlere is a case iu which I have often
came in contact: A farmer goea ta town
ta buy feed. He finds that one feed is
a few dollars cbeaper a ton than an-
other. He liuys it for that reason. The
cheap feed may bave been the mont
expensive on tie market wieu resulta
are considered.

Most feeda grown ou the farm are
deflcient in protein. Iu buying feed
therefore we aliould aim ta buy fecd
that wili atrengtheu the fanm ration.
That means a fecd- ricl inl proteiu.
Many used ta liuy bran for this purpose
but are now beginning ta doulit its econ-
amy. Bran bas 12.8 per cent of protein,
but oul cake ineai bas 30.4 per cent of
protein. Compare prices and decide
*hich you cau afford ta buy.

Tliree +.ounds of linaeed meal would
supply sufficient protein ta maintain au
animai. From the amount of milk that
t he cow ia giviig, the additionai amount
requiréd ta meet ail ber demanda can
then lie figured ont. 0f course, bowcvcr,
ane woffld not supply allich protein
from the linseed meal. Cotton seed, too,
is rici in protein.

A few years ago 1 was warking as a
hired man an a dairy farn where we
were feeding bran, aats and haone growu
fodders. 1i nduced my employer to get
some cotton seed mea;. We couid see
tuie difference in milk-),low inmeiately.

MNille is 87 per cent wvater. Ilenuve a
good supplv of water and flot t oo cold
is one of the first essentials in sî'iccess-
fui feedinig otý<li xcattie.
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